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FOREWORD

IN comMMEMORATION OF THE LuTHERAN CHURCH—Missouri
Synod’s 150th Anniversary, the faculties of Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, togeth-
er with the district presidents and vice-presidents of our Synod and
the Synod’s Commission on Theology and Church Relations,
attended a theological convocation devoted to the topic of the doc-
trines of Church and Ministry, specifically the doctrine of the
Office of the Holy Ministry and the doctrine of the royal Priest-
hood of all Believers.

What made this event unique was the fact that it was sched-
uled shortly after the International Lutheran Council (ILC) met
here in the United States. Thus, we were privileged to have as par-
ticipants in our convocation the leaders of all of our partner
churches around the world, as well as leaders from a number of
other Lutheran churches who had gathered for the ILC meeting,
Our partner churches were invited to send one theologian from
their church body. Hence, the convocation took on a most wel-
come international flavor, as we were able to listen to the reaction
of many of our friends from around the world to issues of concern
to our church. Their participation in this conference was extreme-
ly beneficial to us and very much appreciated.
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CHURCH AND MINISTRY

One of the most important goals of this convocation was that
it not simply be an end in itself, that is, a convocation for the sake
of having a convocation. Instead, the publication of the papers as a
book, along with a study guide, was considered an essential aspect
of this effort. I would like to encourage the pastors of our church
to study these essays carefully and then to lead their congregations
in a study and discussion of these important issues.

— Dr. A.L. Barry



