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4 	 Life Together-Gift 
By Rev. J. Bart Day 
The Office of National Mission is doing the work of 
"Home Mission."' The world is at our door. The challenges 
facing the church in our post-Chri stian culture can appear 
overwhelming. In Ihe face of such challenges, the chu rch 
must stand ready to proclaim the Gospel boldly. Being a 
fa ithful Lutheran has never been more critica l. 

6 	 Experiencing Life Together in Christ 
By Rev. Brian D. IRoberts 
God 's people are uniquely empowered to mode l life 
together in Christ. Not only is Ihe church where we abide 
in community with Chris t (Matthew 18:20), bu t we also 
abide in communi ty with one another (E phes ians 2: 19). 
And then , we take thai power of life together in Christ into 
a world around us (Matthew 22:39)-a world parched for 
meaningful relati onships (Isa iah 32:2). 

9 	 Philadelphia Lutheran Ministries: 
Witness, Mercy and Life Together 
in the City 
By Rev. Joshua R. Gale 
Philade lphia Lutheran Ministries (PLM), the organizati on 
that has recently called me as their mission de veloper, is 
a Recognized Serv ice Orga ni zation (RSO) of the LCMS, 
daring to pursue Wi tnes.·, Mercy and Li fe Together in the 
name of Chri st into tbe Philadelphia metropoli tan area. 
The project at my direction, known as the "NOItheast Pbilly 
Project." seeks to real ize this purpose through reaching ou t 
to the homeless in and around the city of Philadelphia . 
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w.h9.~lIl is Life Together? 


F
or peace and harmony, every society needs to be able to live together. Much 
political debate tries to persuade a nation on the best way for the people to live 
together. Families work out ways to live with one another. And not surprisingly, 

churches also work on ways to live together. Particularly in America, society has tried 
to strike a balance between rugged individualism and the voluntary cooperation of 
like-minded people to have a life together. This approach has been applied to church, 
community, government and society. Yet the Apostle Paul intended more than cooperation 
among like-minded people when he said, "You were called into the fellowship (koinonia) 
of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord" (l Corinthians 1:9). 

In the church , having a LIFE TOGETHER (koinonia) alld the Greeks. Such was the situation in Corinth. which 
with Jesus creates a LIFE TOGETHER among people. SI. Paul addressed in his letters. Somc in Corinth sa id, 
Rather than being: composed of like-minded people who " ] follow Apollos," others said, ,.] follow Pau]" ' 

voluntarily cooperate, we are united more closely than (I Corinthians 3:4). The church in Corinth did not 
the coming together of similar minds because as St. Paul have much of a LIFE TOGETHER (/,oinolliu). On 
writes, "We have the mind of Christ" (I Corinthians 2: 16). the bas is of th e names mentioned. some of thosc in 

The theme of LIFE TOGETHER (koinonia) arose in Corinlh gravitated towards the Greek way of doing 
the church, particularl y a ftc r Jesus ascended into heaven , things (Apollos), while others toward the Jewish way 
as people of different bac kgrounds came together illto (Ce phas) (I Corinthians 3:22). Othe rs trying to slcer a 
the church. It isn ' t surpri s ing when different cultural middle course gravitated toward PauL Yet the pull of 
background s influence how key teachings werc people IOWaI'd other like-minded pcople did not make 
understood , such as the differences betwcen the Jews for a LIFE TOGETHER (koinonia). St. Paul directs the 
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congregation to see the found ation of Jesu s Christ. CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
The church's LIFE TOGETHER (koinonia) is connected 

directly to the confession (holllolo!;ein/marlvrio ) of Jesus Calendar of Events 
Christ, whose death and resurrection brings us the forgiveness 
of sins, life and salvation. We hear the Lord's word and the 
witness about Him (martvria) and then say it back to Him 
(hom%gein /confession). This confession of Jesus tied to His 
Name in Ho ly Baptism gives us a life together. The witness ing 
activity of the church and the confess ion . creedal and doctrinal 
activity of the church intersect in our LIFE TOGETHER 
(koinonia), where the churc h is created and susta ined through 
the Lord's forgiving g ifts . 

The Psalmist writes , " Behold , how good and pleasant it 
is when brothers dwell in unity" (Psalm 133:1). The uni ty 
described here in the Psalms is the Old Testament equivalent 
for LIFE TOGETHER (koinoniil ). Indeed, how good and 
pleasant it is when the church has peace and unity. Fortunately, 
suc h peace and unity, although good, is not the foundation of 
the ch urch , which is Jesus Christ. At limes, our inab ility to 
ha ve a LIFE TOGETHER (koinonia) is the re sult of us not 
caring for one another. As members of tIle body of Christ, 
even when the littlest member hurts. such as the little toe, the 
en tire body hurts and responds to help. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote abo ut how the body of Christ 
cares for one another by Ii t.ening in hi s book Life Together: 

The first service one owes to othe rs in the community 
involves li stening to them. Just as our love for God 
begins with li stening to God's Word , the beginning of 
love for othe r Christians is learning to li s ten to them. 
God's love for us is shown by the fact that God not onl y 
gives us God's Word, but also lends us God's ear. We 
do God 's work for ou I' brothers and s isters when we 
learn to listen to them . So often Chri stians, especially 
preachers, think that their only service is always to 
have to "offer" somcthing when th ey arc toge ther with 
other people. They forgot that I istening can be a greater 
service than speaking. Many people seek a sympathet ic 
ear and do not find it among Christians, because 
these Chri stians are talking even when they should be 
li stening. But C hri stians who can no longer li sten to one 
ano ther will soon no longer be listen ing to God either; 
they will always be talking even in the pre~ence of God. 
(Bonhoeffe r, Dietrich. "Life Together." In Dietrich 

BOl7hoeffer Works,S: 1-139. 1987, 98) 

May the Lord gi ve us ea rs to hear His voice through His 
Word and the proclamation abollt Jesus, that we may listen 
to one another, and we too may have fellowship with one 
another; "and indeed ollr fellowship is with the Father and 
with His Son Jesus Ch rist" ( I John 1:3). ~ 

Dr. Albert B. of/vel' III .~erves (Vi Direcror 
oj Chllrch RefariollS-Assi.l'tallllO Ihe Presidenl 
for The LlIlilerall Chur h-Mis Ollri yl/od ill 
51. Lollis. Missouri . YOII C(l1l contaCI him at 

ALberf.Co/fver@lcm ·.org. 

November 2011 

November 2011 

November 3-6 Christ Academy College/ 
Phoebe Academy College 

November 6 First Sunday Bmnch, Katherine Luther 
Dining Hall. II :()O a.m.-I :00 p.m . 

November 6 All Saints Choral Vespers, 
Kramer Chapel. 7:30 p.m. 

November 6-X Good Shepherd Institute 
November 8 Seminary Guild. Luther Hall, I :00 p.m. 
November 8-9 Advent PI'eaching Workshol) 

December 2011 

December 4 Sunday Brunch , Katherine Luther 
Dining Hall. II :00 a.m.-I :00 p.m. 

December 4 Advent Candlelight Choral Vespers, 
Kramer Chapel , 4:00 p.m. 

December 13 Seminary Guild, Luther Hall , 1:00 p.l11. 

January 2012 

January 15 Epiphany Lessons and Carols, 
Kramer Chapel. 4:00 p.m. 

January 16 Lenten Preaching Workshop 
January 17-20 Symposia Series - 20 12 

For additional information conceming 
any of these events, please visit www.ctsfw.edu 
or phone 260-452-2100. 
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