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1. Who Is God?
There are two sources of information concerning God, nature

" and the Bible.

From nature we learn the fact that there is ¢ God. “The
invisible things of God from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead.” Rom. 1, 20.

When Napoleon’s gencrals down in gypt one night were re-
peating the popular atheistic ideas of French revolutionary times,
the great emperor said, waving his hands towards the starry heaven:
“Who made that sky?”

Nature also reveals attributes of God. When we look out upon
the wild mountains and the boundless ocean, we are impressed with
the power of God. “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the
firmament showeth His handiwork.” The storm that sweeps over
woodland and villages reveals the wrath of God. In the spring-
time, when the flowers bloom and the birds sing, we say: “How
gentle and good God is!”

But we do not know from nature who the true God is, neither
how He is disposed toward us. For that knowledge we turn to
the Bible.

The Bible does not prove that there is a God, it takes that for
granted. The very first verse of the Bible says: “In the beginning,
God,” ete. And the last verse in the Bible says: “If any man shall

* Continuing a custom of former years, a series of Lenten talks is
herewith presented that were delivered during the noon-hour of one week
in Lent at the American Theater in St. Louis, Mo.
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take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the book of life.” The Bible waves aside
the argument as such by simply stating: “The fool hath said in
his heart, There is no God.” Ps.14,1. What’s the use of arguing
with a fool?

The Bible tells us that “God is a spn'lt.” “Hear, O Israel, the
Lord, our God, is one Lord.” Deut. 6,4. “I am the First and the
Last, and beside Me there is no God.” Is. 44, 6.

However, while there is but one God, there are three persons
in the Godhead. We believe in the Tiune (God, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, three distinct persons in one divine essence. All at-
tributes are shared alike by all three persons of the Trinity. At the
baptism of Jesus the three persons of the Trinity are present; the
Trather saying by a voice from heaven: “Thou art My beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased”; the Son standing in the water, and
the Holy Ghost like a dove descending and resting upon the Son.
According fo the command of Jesus the three persons of the one
Godhead are acknowledged in the command to baptize: “Go ye and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Ghost” And all three persons are alike
God. The Son stands in no inferior position to the Father: “All
should honor the Son even as they honor the Father.” DPeter in-
sists that Ananias had not lied to man, but to God, when he lied
to the Holy Ghost. Acts 5, 3. 4.

The three persons are inseparable. If we have the Father, we
have the Son; and if we have the Son, we have the Father. Jesus
says: “Ie that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” “I and the
Father are one.”

We are well aware that this is a mystery, and we do not en-
deavor to prove this revelation to our reason. It is not against
reason, this doctrine of the Trinity in unity; it is above our reason.
Taith begins where reason ends.

Jesus revealed God to us as the Father. That was the common
name which Jesus applied to God. Jesus knew as no other could
know. For Jesus was in the beginning with God. “Verily, verily,”
says Jesus to Nicodemus, “We speak that We do know and testily
that We have seen.” “And no man hath ascended up to heaven
but He that came down from heaven, even the Son of Man, which
is in heaven.” And Jesus maintained: “No man knoweth the
Tather save the Son and he to whomsoever the Son shall reyeal
Him.” In Bethlehem, in Nazareth, in (alilee, in Gethsemane,
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Jesus is slowly, clearly, spelling out that name to men. Jesus pro-
nounced that name when He said: “When ye pray, pray thus: Our
Father.” On the cross He proved the name. :

But whose Father is God? Is he everybody’s Father? Yes,
everybody’s. The Fatherhood of God is universal and independent
of men and their characters. God is the Creator of us all alike.
He is the Father of the humblest and the noblest; of the best and
of the worst and most degraded. Absalom turned out to be a way-
ward son and brought sorrow and shame upon his father. But
Absalom’s disobedience and wickedness could not destroy the
father’s love. When word came that Absalom was dead, the old
king wept: “O Absalom, my son, my son! Would God I had died
for thee!” No waywardness and wickedness can ever change the
heart of the heavenly Father. That is what Jesus would teach us
‘in the parable of the Prodigal Son. God is the Father not only
of the obedient son, but also of the prodigal son who went into the
far country and wasted his substance in riotous living. The
father’s heart yearned for that wandering boy, and when he re-
turned in his rags and fell down before him and cried, “Father,”
he folded him in his arms and took him to his heart and said, “My
son, my son”; he that was lost is found, he that was dead is alive.

Yes, God is the Father of all. But, strange as if may seem,
the Bible tells us as clearly that not all men are sons. This Book
which talks about the Fatherhood of God speaks about men’s.“be-
coming the sons of God,” of “receiving the Spirit of adoption.”
Our parents were created in God’s image, but that image was lost,
and with the loss of that image, that likeness of the character of
God, they forfeited their place in the family of God and became
prodigals. And we are all born of prodigals, born in the far
country. We must come back to the Father, and the first step in
the return is the knowledge of our sin and lost condition. Only
after the Prodigal realized his pitiful condition away from His
Father, did he determine to go back.

The way back to the Father’s house is Jesus. “I am the Way.”
“No man cometh to the Father but by Me,” says Jesus. “As many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God.” We must accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and put our
trust in Him, who, fulfilling the Law and suffering the punishment
for our sins, has redeemed us. Setting aside all our own righteous-
ness and merit, we must trust for God’s favor and forgiveness to
what Jesus has done and suffered for us. So Christ has become the
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great highway for the prodigals to return to their loving Father.
Tn Venice there is a red line inlaid in the pavement or on the walls,
which, if you will trace it through the tortuous, twisting, narrow
streets, will gradually bring you to the great cathedral in the center
of the plaza. And so through all the tortuous ways of life there
is a red line made by the blood of Jesus Christ, which, if you will
follow it, will bring you at last to the Father’s house.

Ah, friends, if any perish in the far country, it is not the
Father’s fault. He loves us unceasingly. No sin can change His
love. He yearns for us all. His heart is breaking for us. As often
as one perishes in the far country of unbelief, the great All-Father
cries pitifully like David: “My son, my son!” And the Father has
opened a great highway on which we may return to him. No man
cometh to the Father but through Jesus. He that cometh any
other way is a thief and a robber and will be disowned and cast out.
There is no other way. There is no sonship without faith in Christ.
“As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of (God.”

Our Father in heaven is perfect in this most tender and sacred
human relation. e is perfect in love. e bears with us in
patience which never wearies. The Bible contemplates all but an
unthinkable contingency: “If my father...forsake me.” “If”—
it is not likely. It is not until every one else has first forsaken him
and not then, generally. Yet if it should be so, yet God will take
me up. “His mercy endureth forever.”” He loves us with an ever-
lasting love. If only we will not go away into the far country,
despise Jesus and His blood and atonement, and so put ourselves
out of the reach of His saving hand. If in daily penitence we
confess our sins and plead for mercy in the name of Jesus, we
shall hear our Father in heaven whisper softly that sweet word:
“My son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee.”

Our Tather is perfect in wisdom. Earthly parents are not
always wise. Sometimes they are unwise in severity; more often
they are unwise in the expressions of their affection. Many a child
is spoiled, if not ruined, by foolish and misguided love. But God
is wise. Whom He loveth He chasteneth. He knows when to
chasten and how severely, and when and how to comfort and how
to direct His Qllildren. If we will but be guided by His counsel,
He will receive us to glory. Step by step He reveals the way to us,
that we should walk in it. We cannot lose the way.

Our Tather is perfect in helpfulness. IHave you ever seen &
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father stand by the bed of his sick child? The eyes of the sick
look with mute appeal to the father. He stands in his torment
and agony, watching the death struggle, but powerless to help, the
picture of defeated love. But with God nothing shall be impossible.
He can save to the uttermost all that come to Him in Christ Jesus.

If you come to the Father through Jesus Christ, then you need
not go through life friendless and alone. ‘“As a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.” Ps. 103, 13.
You need not trouble yourself with cares, for “He careth for you.”
You need not worry about to-morrow’s food and raiment, for “your
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things.” He will make
your bed in sickness; He will be your Refuge in trouble; He will
guide you with IHis counsel and at last receive you to glory;
through Him you will be more than a conqueror.

Now I would invite you all who have come to the Father
through Jesus Christ to gather all your cares and anxietics together
and repeat with me the prayer which the Master taught us: “Our
Trather, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on carth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.”

2. How GonSpeaks to Men.

God speaks to all men through conscience, that remnant of the
original Law which God implanted into the heart of man at crea-
tion. “For when the Gentiles, which have not the Law, do by
nature the things contained in the Law, these, having not the Law,
are a law unto themselves: which show the work of the Law written
in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness and their
thoughts meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another.” Rom.
2, 14. 15. '

But conscience is uncertain and unreliable and, sometimes,
entirely perverted. Notwithstanding, God does in some measure
speak to men through their conscience.

God has spoken to men in dreams and visions. This was
a common method of communication in Old Testament times. But
even in the New Testament God sometimes revealed His will to
men in dreams and visions. Tor instance, God sent Peter to Cor-
nelius and Paul to Macedonia by means of visions.
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Now, however, God speaks plainly and authoritatively to men
through the Bible. In comparison with visions St. Peter main-
tains: “We have a more sure Word of prophecy.” All other
methods by which God speaks to men, by the voice of conscience,
by dreams, by visions, may be and must be tested by the plain Word
of the Bible to determine their reliability. “All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God.” 2 Tim.3,16. “Ioly men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Pet. 1, 21.

The Lutheran Church accepts the Bible, the whole Bible, and
nothing but the Bible to be the Word of God to men and therefore
the highest authority for all teaching and discipline in the Church.
We require that all accept what is revealed in the Bible. We reject
whatever is contrary to the Bible. In all matters in which the
Bible does not make a definite statement we allow the individual
liberty to accept or reject according to his own taste and judgment.

In the Bible God speaks to men concerning their souls and
their eternal salvation. The purpose of the Bible is not to reveal
scientific or historical information. Such matters are touched upon
in Seripture only incidentally and in so far as they are necessary
for God’s chief purpose, namely, to teach men how to be saved.
St. Paul says: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness,” not in science or history, but instruction in
righteousness. John tells us that what is written in the gospels
is written, “that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God; and that, believing, ye might have life through His name.”
John 20, 31.

That being the purpose of Seripture, what does God say to
men in the Bible regarding the way of salvation? What must
a man do to be saved ?

The Bible insists, from cover to cover, with painful repetition
that all men are sinners. Paul says: “There is no difference; for
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Rom. 3, 22. 23.
“There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth
not.” Eecl. 7,20. God tells us in the Bible that we are sinners by
nature. St. Paul says Bph. 2, 8: “We were by nature the children
of wrath even as others.” David confesses Ps. 51, 5: “I was shapen
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” We were born
corrupt with evil tendencies and wills opposed to God. It is not
true that men become wicked through environment, temptation, or
poverty. Men sin because the inclinations and desires and appetites
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are in their very nature. You need not paint the spots on a leopard,
and you need not tempt a man to make him sin. It is as natural
for men to sin as it is for a leopard to have spots. And so it follows
logically, as the Bible confirms persistently, that we are sinners by
practise, sinping in thought, in word, and in deed. Actual sin is
simply original sin in action. “There is not a just man upon
carth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.” Eecl. 7,20. “There is
none that doeth good, no, not one.” Ps. 14, 3.

God very plainly states in the Bible that He will punish sin.
There will be no weak administration of justice. Sin will by no
means be condoned. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Kzek.
18,20. “Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this
Law to do them, and all the people shall say, Amen.” Deut. 27, 26.
No man shall say: “It is unjust; it is cruel.” All the people shall
say: “Amen,” that is right; we deserved it.

Then if we all sinned and if God will punish sin, how can
a man save himself? What can he do? God states with equal
plainness and insistency that man cannot do anything to save him-
self. No man can fulfil the Law, being born in sin. No man
can atone for his sin. A man cannot pay his debts by borrowing
more money from his creditor. You cannot atone for yesterday’s
sin by any service to-morrow. You cannot pay a debt to God in-
curred yesterday by borrowing from His time and service to-morrow.

When the rich young ruler came to Jesus with the question of
what he must do to be saved, and Jesus told him that, though he
was rich and though he was a ruler in the synagog and had out-
wardly observed all the requirements of the Mosaic Law, still he
lacked one thing, and when He then said to His disciples, as the
young man ‘walked away sadly: “How hardly shall they that have
riches enter into the kingdom of God!” the disciples said in
astonishment: “Who, then, can be saved?” meaning that if a rich
man could not be saved by his wealth and a good man could not be
saved by his righteousness, how can any one else hope to be saved.
Jesus answered: “With man it is impossible,” Matt. 19, 26, but
He continued: “With God all things are possible.” Yes, God did
what we were unable to do, He saved us. “When the fulness of the
time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made
under the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law.” Gal
4,4.5. Jesus Christ fulfilled the Law for us, vicariously. More-
over, “the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” “He was made
sin for us.” Jesus suffered all the consequences of sin for the whole
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human race, even the death of the cross, and thus atoned for the
sin of the world. “With His stripes we are healed.”

Now God in His Gospel offers to all men forgiveness of sip
through Jesus Christ. To as many as accept Jesus as their Savior
God ascribes all that Jesus did and suffered and will give thew
a new spirit and a new heart. But this is the condition, that men
accept the grace of God for Jesus’ sake; that they lay no claim
to God’s mercy on the ground of their own righteousness or merit,
but, acknowledging that they are lost and unable to save themselves,
accept salvation in Jesus Christ.

The best men need Christ’s merit and suffering as much as the
worst. Certainly there is a difference between men in the extent
to which they fall into sin. But all ave lost and dead in trespasses
and sins, and whether a man is shot through the heart ten times
or a thousand times makes no difference. In either case he is dead.
And whether a man is a moral outcast or an outwardly respectable
man, in cither case he is dead in trespasses and sins and must be
quickened again. No man can be saved without Christ. Without
shedding of blood there is mo remission. “The blood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin,” and nothing else will.
“He that believeth not shall be damned.” “Believe in the TLord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved and thy house.”

And God is able to “save to the uttermost all that come to Him
through Jesus Christ.” There are no hopeless sinners; harlots,
murderers, malefactors, — all may be saved. In Christ there is
“plenteous redemption.” The only sin that damns a man now is
the sin of unbelief, of rejecting the one means of salvation which
God at the sacrifice of ITis own Son has wrought out for man.

By the death of Christ atonement was made for sin, and siv
was practically forgiven. The forgiveness of sin, effected for all
by the death of Christ, is offered to all in the Gospel. Tach person
who hears the Gospel should by faith lay hold of the absolution
which God there has pronounced upon him. TLay your hand on
Jesus by faith, and believe that your sins which Christ has already
“atoned have been carried away, forgiven. “As fas as the cast is
from the west,” God has put out of His sight your sins.

3. Does God Send Trouble?
The answer that Scripture gives is simply: Yes! “Shall thert
be evil in a city and the Lord hath not done it?” Amos 3, 6.
“Thou hast stricken them, but they were not grieved; Thou hast
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consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction.”
Jer. 5, 3. '

Instances where God sent trouble abound in Seripture. God
sent the Flood. God destroyed the Tower of Babel. God sent the
plagues of Egypt. God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.

Even when God is not said to have directly and immediately
caused a trouble, we know that all things are governed by God,
and that therefore nothing can happen without His will or per-
mission. “Not a gparrow falleth on the ground without your
Father.” No sickness, loss, or trouble can come into your life
without the will of God.

Sin is the cause of all trouble in the world. God said to
Adam: “In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
If Adam and Eve had not sinned, there would be no death, no
sickness, no pain, no sorrow. But man’s first disobedience, his
eating of the fruit of that forbidden tree, brought death into this
world and all our woe, together with the loss of Iden. It is the
result of sin that God sends trouble.

God sometimes sends trouble directly and immediately as
a punishment for ‘a particular sin; for instance, the Igyptian
plagues, the destruction of Sodom, the extermination of the tribes
of Canaan. :

More often the trouble comes indirectly as a consequence of
sin. There is the case of Jacob. He complains bitterly: “Tew
and evil have heen the days of the years of my pilgrimage.” “Why,
Jacob?”  “Ah'” Jacob answers, “my sons have deceived me and
brought shame upon my name, and my brother hated me, and I was
an exile from my native land.” “Yes, Jacob; still is it surprising
that Tisau hated you when you cheated him; that your sons de-
ceived you when they saw you deceive others?  Jacob’s sins hore
their fruit, and he had to harvest it. After David had com-
mitted his sins, was it surprising that his own children imitated
him to his sorrow and shame?

Whosoever sins sets in motion terrible energies, which are in-
calculable and eternal in their results. A sin has often proved
a crisis in a man’s life, after which things were never again
altogether the same in his life.

Nevertheless, we cannot always say that particular trouble is
the result of special sin. Job’s comforters were all wrong when
they thought that Job was a sinner above others because he suffered
more than others. As a matter of fact, Job was a better man than
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any one of his three comforters. The disciples made the same
mistake when they asked Jesus: “Master, who did sin, this man’
or his parents, that he was born blind?” So far from being a mark
of Cain and of special wickedness, trouble is sometimes a badge of
Heaven’s special favor; for we also read in the Scripture: “Whom
the Lord loveth He chasteneth.”

When trouble comes to you, therefore, search your life. Both
you and I will find enough sin to make our affliction seem’light
indeed in comparison; and let us repent of our sins. When trouble
comes to others, let us beware lest we think evil in our hearts
against our neighbor, supposing that he was a sinner above others.
It may be as in the case of Job that he is more righteous than
his judges.

Though trouble is God’s punishment for sin, yet by His grace
and mercy God makes the very results of our own sin to become
the vehicles of blessings to us; for God’s purpose in sending trouble
is always to save. God is “not willing that any should perish, bub
that all should come to repentance.” 2 Pet. 8, 9. God in His
providence does not aim at making us comfortable in this world
and time. It is of paramount importance, whether we grow rich
or poor, whether we are healthy or sick, that we should come to
a knowledge of our sin and need and accept Jesus Christ as our
Savior. And it is chiefly through the discipline of sorrows that
God reveals to us our need, which alone can bring us to the foot
of the Cross. Many a man on his sick-bed or even death-bed, many
a man standing in the wreckage of his fortune or at the casket of
a loved one, has learned to know his need, and thus has found
his Savior.

Unfortunately there are many whom the Lord afflicts with this
beneficent purpose who do not regard it. They do not see God’s
hand, nor do they recognize His purpose. Others, again, after they
have recovered from their illness or retrieved their fortune forget
their fears and their promises, as well as their vows. They turn
again to their former lives of indifference, and again become en-
grossed with the cares of this world, live for its pleasures and
treasures, and in the end are lost. It is mot God’s fault. It is
concerning such peoplé that we read Jer. 5,3: “Thou hast stricken
them, but they were not grieved; Thou hast consumed them, but
they refused to receive correction.”

Others, again, murmur against God in their trouble and rebel.




LENTEN TESTIMONIES. 75

How foolish and futile! In that way they only deprive themselves
of the blessing without saving themselves the trouble.

But even after we have found our Savior and embraced His
salvation in faith, our troubles are not at an end. When the artist
has brought the rough and shapeless block of granite out of the
quarry into his studio, he begins to work on it with hammer and
chisel until by slow degrees the perfect image of beauty emerges
from the rock. And so the Master Artist, God, after He has
brought us out of our natural state into His kingdom and Church,
beging to hew away with the hammer and chisel of discipline and
sorrow until by and by the likeness of the character of our Lord
Jesus Christ appears in our life. Death is the last blow of the
hammer that perfects the image. Then “we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is.”

By the discipline of sorrow God reveals us to ourselves. A man
has no more religion than he can command in the day of trouble;
no more faith than he has when he is out of work and is spending
his last dollar; mo more patience than he shows under vexation.
One affliction discloses a lack of faith, another an infirmity qf
temper, a third the power of some old habit. The railroad acci-
dents which used to startle us have led to most of the improvements
which render traveling by rail so comparatively safe in these days.
Our troubles are intended by God to reveal to us our weakness, 50
that we might turn a vigilant eye upon them and fortify ourselves
in those respects. We are to learn from defeat and troubles how
finally to overcome and to gain the victory.

God sends us trouble to keep us from being wedded to this
world and seeking all our good things here in this life.

A mother once brought her child to Gypsy Smith to shake
hands with him, but the little fellow resolutely refused. Mr. Smith
coaxed, and the mother threatened, and by and by the little fellow
laid his fist into the evangelist’s hand. But Mr. Smith wanted to
shake hands, not fists, and so coaxing and threatening were re-
sumed once more. At last the little lad broke down; the tears
streaming down his cheecks, he opened his fist, and there fell into
the hand of the evangelist the treasures of the boy, a few marbles
and some colored glass.

So likewise do we hold our treasures in a firm grip. While
we are willing to surrender oursclves to the Lord to be saved, we
are always inclined to withhold from Him some special treasure.
Tt is usually not until the Lord in His great mercy loosens our
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hold and takes from our hands the treasures we hold so dear and
we stand before Him at last with empty hands and perhaps weeping
eyes that we lay our hands in His and say: —

Lead Thou me on

O’er moor and fen,

O’er crag and torrent,

Till the night is gone.

Especially is this true when our loved ones are taken from us;
as our earthly home becomes lonesome and heaven becomes populous
with our dear ones, we begin to realize that “Heaven Is My Home,”
and we look forward to the Father’s house. Earth loses its charms;
treasures and pleasures fade. We look more, and more wistfully,
to that better country, even the heavenly.

Unbroken prosperity is ruinous. Therefore not many rich and
great are saved, because their hearts are rooted in the. earth.
Abraham said to the rich man: “Thou in thy lifetime receivedst
thy good things.” Perhaps if he had not had them, or not so much,
or if they had been taken from him, he might have considered the
better riches in God and found them. Having so many treasures,
many do not seek the pearl without price.

Let us thank God for our troubles. ITow can we expect to be
saved without them when “even the Son of Man was made perfect

through suffering”? “We must through much tribulation enter into
the kingdom of God.”




