@oncordia
Cheolnniral Monthly

Continuing
LEHRE UND WEHRE
MAGAZIN FUER EV.-LUTH. HOMILETIK
THEOLOGICAL QUARTERLY-THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY

Vol. V February, 1934 No. 2

CONTENTS g
Die hochkirchliche Bewegung in Deutschland. r w.Heintze 81
iDeniflel HeAIviVEES " Theo BHoyars ai. e si s 1 0 atlh et e 87

Die grosse Xluft in der Lehre von der Taufe. . T mMuelter 93

Do We Need a New Liturgy? w.Amdt «..vvniveinnnenn. 102
Das “Semper Virgo” und die “Brueder” (Geschwister) Jesu.
P.E Kretzmann « s s« s s 5 » 108

Reflections on the Status of Our Preaching. E.J. Friedrich 114
Sermons and Outlines........ e AR AR S P
Miscellanea. .. .. R e R R P C e e ks 1o 134
Theological Observer. — Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches.... 142
Book Review.— Literatur............ i A R 151

Ein Prediger muss nicht allein weiden, Es ist kein Ding, das die Leute mehr
also dass er die Schafe unterweise, wie bei der Kirche behaelt denn die gute
gie rechte OChristen sollen sein, sondern  Predigt. — Apologie, Art. 24.
auch daneben den Woelfen wehren, dass

sie die Schafe nicht angreifen und mit If the trumpet give an uncertain sound,

falscher Lehre verfuehren und Irrtum ein-  who shall prepare himself to the battle?

fuehren. — Luther. 1 Qor. 14, 8.
Published for the <©

/.

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo. ‘;:“‘

L

Coal
Ev. Luth. Synod of Missour, Ohio, and Other States /¥




Book Review. — Qiteratur. 151

Book Review. — Qiteratur.

Thenlogijded Wirterbud) zum Neuen Tejtament., Herausgegeben von Ger:
hard Kittel. Berlag von W. Kohlhammer, Stuitgart. Doppel=
lieferung 9/10, ©. 513—640; Subfiriptionspreis: RM. 5.80. Lie=
ferung 11, &. 641—704; Subifriptionspreid: RM. 2.50. Qieferung 12,
&. 705—793, mit Titel, Lortoort, Inhaltdverzeidhnis, Mitarbeiterlifte, Ab=
titrgung8verzeichnis, XII und XXIV Seiten; Sub{friptionspreis: RM. 2.90.

Seit unferer legten Wefpredhung der frither er{dienenen LQieferungen bdiefes
grof angelegten Whrterbuds im Juniheft 1933 diejer Jeitidhrift, S. 472, findb drei
eitere Lieferungen erfdhienen, und der erfte BVand it nun abgejdinfien, ein ftatt=
lidger Band von 793 und XXXVI Seiten in Groflegifon-Format 8X12. Wi
toiebetholen nidht, was ioiv frither itber die WUnlage, usfithrung und Bebeutung
diefes Worterbuds gefagt BHaben, fonbern begiehen und auf die genannte Be:
jpredhung suriid, fitgen aber Hinzu, daf aud) diefe neueften Lieferungen bas dort
Gefagte dDurdaus beftatigen und das ganze Werf wirflidh ein Monumentaliver! ift.
Gin ungeheured Material ift hier verarbeitet, dbag jeder, der bag TNeue Teftament
griindlid) jtubieren will, irefflidh veriverten fann; aber immer ivird diefed LWorter=
bud) aud) mit offenen Uugen gebraud)t werben miiflen, namentlidh) in besug aunf
die religionsgeidhidhtlichen Wusdfithrungen, die nod nie in einem Wirterbud) fo
ausfithrlih bargeboten worden find. Bei den einzelnen Wrtifeln wird immer aud
ber oft boneinanbder fehr beridiedene Standbpunit der Bearbeiter, deren ed im
gangen 3weiunddreifpig find, im Uuge behalten twerden miiffen. Mit Medt wird
in dem BVortoort dem Verleger, Dr. Walter Kohlhammer in Stuttgart, ein befon=
Dere3 TWort bed Danied gefagt, und der Herausdgeber, Prof. D. Kittel in Tiibingen,
bemertt: ,Das Werf todre wohl in den gegenmwdrtigen Jeitliuften faum begonnen,
jedbenfalls nidht in ber borliegenden @eftalt bidher durdygefithrt tworben, tvenn
nidt biefes Mannes jadhlihes Jnterefle, feine vornehme, jeder Kieinlidhleit ent-
gegenitehenbe Giite, feine nie verfagende Hilfswilligleit uns durd) alle Sdhivierig-
Teiten begleitet und ben Weg geebnet hitte.r Sir Ebivin Hostyns, der Bibliothelar
begd Corpus Christi College in Gambridge und itberfeser von Karl BVarths
+Rbmerbriefr, {drieb mit Redit in der englijhen Beitfdrift Theology vor furzem:
“In conclusion it is difficult not to be envious of a country possessed of ...
a publisher willing to print the book so magnificently at a time when its
production can hardly be an economical adventure.” Da8 Wert ift iiberall
in der wiffenjdaftliden Welt begritfit unbd febr freunblid) aufgenommen toorden,
und ber Heraudgeber fagt: ,Sollte fih bewdhren, was gelegentlich gejagt tourde,
baf e8 {otwohl der Forfhung bdiene al8 aud) bem Pfarver bei feiner BWertiefung
in die Heilige Schrift und damit bei {einer Predigt helfe, fo wive bies ber Hinite
Qohn, elder ung allen juteil twerben founte.” (&, VIL) — TWenn it und nun
Ginjelheiten sutenben, {o finden tvir, bap Babylon im Neuen Tejtament, durd-
aus ridhtig nad) unferer {iberjengung, mit Rom ibentifiziert wird, Der BVerfaffer,
Dr. ubn in Titbingen, fagt: ,Damit (Apof, 17, 18) fann nur Rom gemeint fein.
Die Hauptargumente bafiir find a) Wpof. 17, 9: Die Stadt liegt auf ficben Ber=
gen — Mom, ,bie Stadbt ber fieben Hiigel’, ift faft geflitgeltes Wort; b) bie Lotfali=
fletung Babeld al3 Typus der gottfeindliden Wadyt auf Rom ift dem Spitjubden-
tum gan3 geldufig. Wud) in 1 Petr. 5, 13 fann mit Babylon nur Rom gemeint
fein. Die wefentliden Griinbe dafilr find aufer den ebengenannten a) ,bie mit
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ver{dhwinbend wenigen Yudnabhmen allgemeine Demtung von 1 Petr. 5, 13 auf
Rom’ in der Wuslegung der alten Kivde.®) b) Nirgends findet fich auch nuv eine
fetfe Anbdeutung von einem Aufenthalt oder gar einer Miffiondtdtigleit des Petrusd
im Qanbde Babhlonten. Woh! aber ift bie Gefdhichtlichleit feines Yufenthalid (und
Mirtyrertodes) in Rom faum mehr ju besweifeln.s (€. 514.) Diefed Bitat jeigt
sugletd), dapp bas Wirterbud) oft ein furzgefapier Kommentar ird. Der ganzen
Anlage ded Werfes gemdh find widhtige Wortgruppen befonders ausfithrlih be-
hanbelt; o bie Wortgruppe fdnrew auf adtzehn Seiten (S, 527—544), Mit Redht
fagt da bei der Johannestaufe Prof. Sple in Leipzig: Daf fie ein Kind ded orien=
talifhen Shnfretidmus fei, wird von ben Cvangelien mit feiner Silbe angedeutet.
€5 ijt fo fange gu bejtreiten, al8 nidht alle niherliegenven WUnalogien erjhpft und
fiir die Hevanziehung der fermerliegenben bilnbige Beweidgriinde beigebradt find.#
(&. 534.) Gany ridhtig Heifit e8 banu iveiter unten in bem Urtifel: ,Die Taufe
ift, wenn aud) durd) Menfdhen vermittelt, Hanbdeln Gotted, Handeln Chrijtt (Eph.
5,26), . .. Die Taufe zieht thre Kraft aus dem verfihnenden Hanbdeln Gottes
in Chriftus, genaver aud bem Siihnetode Chrijti (1 Kor. 6, 11; EpYh. 5, 25f.; Tit.
3,41 1%0h. 5 6; vgl. Jobh. 19, 34; 1 Petr. 1, 2; Hebr, 10, 22). Sie verfest
objeftiv in Ehriftus, ben 3iweiten WUdam, und damit aud der Todedregion ded erjten
it die dexalwoww Lwfe und die Gottesfindidaft Hinein (Gal, 3, 26 f.; Rinw. 5,
18 §.).# (&.538.) Diefes Jitat zeigt, daf unjer Worterbudy fein einfadhes Whrter-
bud), fonbern witflih ein theologifhes — fagen wir lieber ein biblijdh-theologiz
jhed — TWorterbudy fein toill.  Interefjant und wertvoll ift audy die Wortaruppe
Pfagidets von Prof. & L Sdhmidt in Bonn (8. 562—595) und namentlich audh
ywvdoxw (€. 688—T719), beide alfo wiederum mehr al8 dreifig Seiten umfafjend.
Bei demt Tefteven WArtifel miiffen wir den ,Cinflup desd guoftifdhen Spradhgebraud)g”
ablehnien, den Prof. Bultmann in Marburg, ein befannter WUnhinger der reli:
giondgefdhiditlihen Schule, annimmit (S. 708 ff.); aber durdhaus richtig fagt er:
+Dap diefes Crfennen Gotted feine Gnabdenivabhl ift, daf alfo dag yrwodévrss
v’ advod, ©al. 4, 9, vom altteftamentlihen I* ber su verftehen ift, ift fein
Bweifel. (&.709.) Gbenfo ijt e8 eine ridtige iBeBbad)tung, wenn er fagt: ,Eine
griere Molfe als in alfen andern urdrifilihen Sdyriften fpielt yowdoxew im Jo:
hannesevangelium und im erten Johannesbrief.” (&.711) Und da faun man
mit Redht annehmen, dafy Johanned gerade diefen Wusdrud gebraucht im Gegenjah
su der fleinafiatijhen Gnofis, die er indiveft betdmpft und darum bder ,redhte
®noftiter” genannt wetden fanwn, indem ev jeigt, baf dad ,Eriennen” nidhts anbderes
ift al3 ,glauben”. Yudh wird modyrwors gang vidhtig definiert ald ,Gotted porhers
beftimmendes Wiffen” (€. 716). Eingehend ird aud) dad Wort yldcoa von
Prof. Behm in Gdttingen behandelt und in Verbindung damit ausfithrlich die
im Neuen Teftament ertwibhnte Glofjolalie befproden. MNidt annehmbar ift der
veligionsgejhichtliche Saty ,BPaulus erfenut eine dufere Vermandtidaft der myftifd)=
efftatijhen Gricheinungen im Hellenidmus und im Chriffentum an, fieht aber bad
unter{deidende Merfmal in ihrem rveligitfen Gehalt (1 Kor. 12,2 ). (&. 723.)
Das Bungenreden ift vielmehr ausihliehlich Wirfung des Heiligen Geiftes. Aber
Der Teufel ift, wie Quidher gelegentlich bemerft, immer Gottes Affe; ioie er in der
Heidenivelt die Prophetie J8raeld nadhahmte, {o aud) bag efftatifdhe Jungenveden
Ded Meuen Teftaments. Was ¢§ genau twar, wird man nidht mehr feftieken Hunen.
Behm trifft jebodh) nah unfever Niberzeugung das Ridhtige, wenn er fagt: ,BVon

*) Dajd ift ein Wort aud bed rfiiralid berftorbenen XYH. abn ,Cinleitung in dasd
Neue Feftament”, II, 17, und feiner Hat die Vuslegung der alten Kirdhe {o genau ge-
fannt wie Bahn, . 5.
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Der Gloffentede bei Waulud und WUpoft, 10 und 19 unterideidet fich der Pfingit=
porgang durdaus, fofern er alg ein Meden in fremben Spraden (yAdooa, B. 11 =
dedlexros, B, 6.8) bejdhrieben wird: in dber jujommengeftriomien Menge von Juden
und Profelpten aud der Diafpora Hbrt ein jeber bdie galildifhen Syitnger feine
Mutterfprache veben.” Wber leider befennt der Verfaffer audy jeinen Unglouben
pem Pfingftivunder gegenitber, indem er fagt: ,Ale BVerfudye, feine Gefd)idhtlich-
feit ju erweifen und feinen Sinn ju beftimmen, bi8 auf Jahn {Heitern an bem
fih felbft und {pdateven Stellen ber Wpoftelgeidhidhte tviberfpredjenden Beridht.”
(©.724.) Babn hat aber gans rvidhtig ausgefithrt, daB dag Pfingftwounder das
Gegenbild sur babylonifdhen Spradhverivirrung fet, eine UAniveijung bder geift:
erfiillten Gfemeinde ber Gldubigen zur Werfiindbigung ded Cvangelinms an alle
Bolfer. (Rommentar jur Upoftelgefdhidhte I, 98 ff.) Wir mibdhten nody mehr
Stellen herausgreifen und befprechen, tvie die toichtige Wortgruppe yoapr und
pag Wort yvvs) in folgender Einteilung: A. Die Frau in ber Umivelt desd Neuen
Teftaments, 1. Griedentum und Hellenidmus, 2.-Rom., 3. Die Frau im Wlten
Teftament. 4, Die Frou im Judentum. B. Die Frau im Chriftentum. 1, FEfus,
2. Die Gemeinde, C. Safrale und gemeindlidhe Funitionen der Frou. 1, Die
auperdriftlihe Untife. 2. Das Wlte Teftament. 3. Dad Jubentum. 4. Das Neue
Fejtament. 5. Die teitere firdlidhe Enttoidlung, Wber twir miifien 5 bei Dem
Gefagten betvenden laffen. Nur wiederholen toir, dba ein {old) veihhaltiges Whrter=
budy sum Neuen Teftament nod) nidt erfchienen ift und dafk, twenn mit der redhten
Borficht und Kritif gebraudht, ¢5 ein {ehr wertvolles Hilfsmittel jum Studbium
De8 Neuen Teftamentsd iff. Der erfte BVand fdhitept mit dem Buftaben y und dem
Wort yoria. Daraud fann man {Ghon abnehmen, wad fitr ein groked Wert das
Worterbud) iverden toird. L Ficbringer.

Epochs in the Life of Simon Peter. By A.T.Robertson, D.D., LL. D.,
Litt. D., Professor of New Testament Interpretation in the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Charles Scribner’s
Sons, New York. London. 1933. 342 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.75.

Having given the reading public Epochs in the Life of Jesus and

Epochs in the Life of Paul, Professor Robertson here places before us

a similar work dealing with St. Peter. Like all the books of this renowned

New Testament grammarian, also the present one testifies to his remark-

able scholarship and ability as an interpreter of the New Testament.

In fluent, simple language, the story of Peter is told, each paragraph

having a heading giving its leading idea. There is no attempt to make

a great display of learning by quoting texts in the original Greek or

by inserting lengthy philological discussions. The views of other scholars

are quoted whenever their words give apt expression to a certain thought.

Now and then they are introduced to be refuted. Naturally, not only

the gospels and the Book of Acts, but also the epistles are drawn

on to acquaint the reader with Peter’s career. First and Second Peter
are each given a chapter, and their prominent thoughts are set forth.

Speaking of Peter’s econnection with Rome, Professor Robertson is willing

to admit that the apostle visited Rome, while he quite properly rejects

the assumption that Peter founded the Roman church. As to the time
of St. Peter’s death he writes (p.319): “The probability is that Peter
had met his death before Paul wrote his Second Epistle to Timothy with
the plea for Mark to come along in haste with Timothy before winter.”
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Since the author is a Baptist, we are not surprised to read, on page 189,
where he is speaking of the baptism of the three thousand who were
converted on the occasion of the first Christian Pentecost: “Small objec-
tions have been made to Luke’s report here (Acts 2) that so many people
could not be baptized in one day. Dr.J. E. Clough himself baptized 2,222.
Telugus in one day at the Baptist mission. There were plenty to lend
a hand on this occasion, and Jerusalem always had plenty of pools with
abundance of water. Probably Peter superintended the task.” In our
mind the question arises whether, even if we grant for argument’s sake
that Jerusalem “always had plenty of pools with abundance of water,”
it is likely that the inhabitants of the city would have permitted these
despised Galileans to use the pools for the purpose of immersion. Con-
sidering what we know of the haughty prejudices of the scribes and
Pharisees, we think it extremely doubtful that such permission would
have been given. On the famous passage 1 Pet. 3,19 ff. Dr. Robertson says:
“At this point comes the most disputed passage in the epistle and almost
in the New Testament, the preaching of Jesus to the sgpirits in prison.
Some modern scholars cut the Gordion knot by inserting ‘Enoch’ after
8y @ xai (left out by similarities of letters and sound). This theory
makes Enoch, not Jesus, the preacher to the spirits in prison. Both
Goodspeed and Moffatt put it so in their tramslations. Others take it
as it is and interpret it to mean that Jesus did go, after His death,
and preach to those now in prison (or hell) to whom Noah preached
before the flood came. That is a possible meaning of the passage, though
one wonders why Jesus preached only to this crowd. Some argue from
this interpretation for a second chance in the other world for all lost
souls, what is called the ‘larger hope’ But there is only precarious
Scriptural exegesis for this hope. Others take it to mean that in spirit,
during the time of Noah, Jesus preached to the people of Noah’s time
who are now spirits in prison. One element of uncertainty about any
certain exegesis of the passage is Peter’s reminiscential and incidental
way of going off at a word. Here at the word ‘spirit’ he turns to what
Jesus did in spirit; in v. 21 the relative ‘which’ refers back to ‘water.”
in which Noah’s family were saved. Then at once Peter turns to baptism
in his time, an antitype, not actual cleansing, but an appeal of a good
conscience to God. Clearly Peter is not a sacramentalist, whatever may
be his meaning about the preaching of Christ in spirit to the spirits now
in prison.” The Lutheran reader will not only object to the way in
which the author empties the term “save” in 1 Pet. 3,21 of its meaning,
but he will be surprised, too, at the indecision which the learned Doctor
manifests over against the different theories surrounding the reference
of Peter to Christ’s descent to hell. But, all in all, we are here dealing
with a very useful book, which is worthy of a place at the side of the
many other splendid productions that have come from Dr. Robertson’s pen.
W. ARNDT.

Chriftentum und nidtdriftlide Religion nad) der Unffaffung Luthers. Bon
Lic. theol. W alter Holften €. Bertelsmann in Giitersloh, 1932

144 Seiten, fartoniert, Preis: RM. 4.50.
JUnd alle Qeute in der Welt, twelde fie [die Nedtfertigung] nidht fefthalten,
find enttweder Fuben ober Tiirfen ober Papiften ober Keger, weil swifden biefen
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beiden @evedhtigfeiten, der tdtigen ded Gefehed und Dder leibenben Chrijti, fein
Mittel ift. . . . Die Werfe find nur nad) dem duberlichen Wnfehen ver{dhieden,
in der Tat und Wahrheit aber find e8 Werle, und biejenigen, welde fie tun, find
nidht Chriften, jondern find und bletben Wertheilige, mbgen fie nun Juden, Ma-
hometiften, Papiften ober Wiebertdufer ufw. heigen.” (Luther, IX, 24)) Das
porfiegende Werf enthalt die weitere Yusfiihrung diefer Sdke Luthers. €8 ieijt
nad), daf Luther nur jwei Religionen fennt, dad Chriftentum, die abfolute Re-
ligion, und die Frembreligionen, die alle fid) wefentlid) gleich find, indem fie die
Heligion bed Gefeses barftellen. ,E3 gibt nur jivei Urten ded Goitedverhilinifies,
sivei Gruppen von Religionen: joldje, die e8 mit dem Gott bes Gefekes, und {olde,
bie 8 mit Dem Gott bed Changeliums ju tun Hhaben.” (S. 30.) SLuther jeigt, oie
SHoljten griindblid) nadiveift, dap der Katholizidmus, das Heibentum, dad Juben-
tum und ber JI8lam in threm Materialpringip wefentlid) verfdyieden vom Ehriften=
tum find; dap fie audy ein tefentlich ver{dhiedenes Formalprinsip vertreten (,Be=
fannt ift Quibhers heftige Volemif gegen bie BVernunft, die ,Hure’, als dag Prinzip
ber Wertgeredhtigleits, &. 53); und bag dag CYhriftentum einen unbverjdhnliden
Kampf mit biefen Frembreligionen su fithren Hat. Der Berfaffer, ald getreuer
Beridyterftatter, hat bei Bejpredhung bed Katholizismus fein Blatt vor den Mund
genommen, ebenfolvenig toie Quiher felbft. ,Bei meiner jufommenfafienden Dar-
ftellung von Luthers WAusfagen itber den Katholizismus bitte idy ju bebenfen, dak
iy feine anbere Wufgabe hatte alg die Hiftorifde, Lutherd Urteil in feiner ganzen
grunbidglichen Sddrfe, ohne jebe formelle Milberung (die Berdbunfelung bebeutet
pdtte), fihtbar ju maden.” (BVorivort) €& liegt su einer Milberung audy fein
Unlaf bor, Seit Quthers Jeit bat fidh der RKatholizismus jo nidht jum Guten,
Jonbern immer mehr jum Bifen entiwidelt. Wuf Seite 134 {. finbet fih eine in-
firuftive Darlegung: Die Grfahrung betveift, dbak der Katholizidmus mit den
anbern Wertreligionen eine Sippe bilbet. ,Der Wbfall fo vieler Chriften 3u
Mobammed toird thm nun verftandlid, Er ift foft eine Notwenbdigleit su nennen
angefidhts ber villigen Webrlofigleit, in der jeber fatholifdhe Ehrift diefer Fremd-
religion gegenitberfteht. SReiner werde, jo meint er, feinem Glauben tren bleiben,
wenn ¢r nur drei Tage in der Titrfei mweilte. RKeinediwegs ift dad bon entarteten,
von innetlidy gleidhgiiltigen CYhriften gemeint, fonbern gerade den beften, ben
ernften und itberseugten Papiften.” Die religionsgejdhidhtlihe Sdhule, die ja feinen
wefentlidien Unter{dhied swifdhen dem Chriftentum und den andern Meligionen
fennt, fekt ihre Unbidnger derfelben Gefibrbung und Bebrohung aud. Darauf
fdheint die Ausfithrung auf Seite 135 hingudbeuten. — Dad Bud) verdient fleihiges
Studbium. Wer bie Eigenart des Chriftentums fennenlernen will, foll Quiber
jtubieven. Freilid), Bemerfungen toie diefe: ,Das Gefey wird in bag Evangelium
aufgenommen” (€. 29); ,Die wahre Religion it fidh dbirelt nur in der Geftalt
be§ Gebotg befdireiben” (. 47) gehiren nidt in eine Darftellung von Luthers Be-
{dreibung ber Eigenart bed Chriftentums, ETh Eugeldber.

The Glory Road. By N. W. Ylviscker. Published by Augsburg Pub-
lishing House, Minneapolis. 142 pages, 5X734. Price, $1.00.

The author of this tribute to the glory of our redemption through the
cross of Jesus Christ is Executive Secretary of the Department.of Young
People’s Work in the Norwegian Lutheran Church. The book has a strong
emotional appeal, which is sustained through the chapters, which describe
conversion, forgiveness of sing, and the love which binds the penitent sinner
to his Savior, —all of it written, as it were, under the cross on Calvary
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and beside the open grave. We make allowances for the temperamental,
sometimes mystic nature of the book, which does not pretend to be dog-
matic as much as devotional and inspirational. However, there is some-
thing that seems to depress the meaning of Baptism to the believer or
that ignores the history of the normal Christian church-member when it
is said that the “Glory Road” for the individual “begins” with the sin-
ner’s realization that he has an immortal soul face to face with God. The
author would, of course, not deny that normally the “Glory Road” begins
with Baptism. The same individualistic strain crops out in the state-
ment that “faith is a yielding up of one’s will to the will of God the
Father” (p.39). While faith involves this as a necessary concomitant,
it is not that, but rather the trust of the believer in the gracious promises
of God. We have placed question-marks also opposite the following:
“Faith is a gift of God through His Spirit, granted freely to those of
a repentant heart. . . . With the immediate sense of pardon there will
be given the germ of that holiness and that righteousness which are
acceptable to God and which are acceptable because they are nothing but
reliance on Christ’s merits and wounds and righteousness” (p.40). There
is emphasis here on feeling and a conception of an imputed righteousness
susceptible of growth, which again seems to reach over into sanctification.
We do not hold that with the death on the cross Jesus had finished also
His prophetic office nor His kingly office, even with the modification “as
far as it was to be finished here on earth” (p.95). Jesus is to-day exer-
cising His prophetic function through the Word and the ministry and is
King over all things, in this world and in heaven. Knowing so well the
author’s previous expressions, we are ready to allow for a certain care-
lessness of terminology not seldom met with in books that are written to
furnish exercises in piety. The Glory Road contains much that our pastors
may use in their sick-visits and in Lenten sermons.
THEODORE GRAEBNER.

The Nature of Religion. By Georg Wobbermin., Translated by Theophil
Menzel and Daniel Sommer Robinson. With an Introduction by
Douglas Clyde Macintosh. Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New York. 379
pages, 6X9. Price, $3.50.

The name of Georg Wobbermin is well known in the field of systematie
theology and of the philosophy of religion. At present he is holding the
professorship formerly occupied by Albrecht Ritschl at Goettingen Uni-
versity. The tramslators of this monograph are Theophil Menzel of Eden
Seminary and Daniel Sommer Robinson of Indiana University, who have
done a very creditable piece of work in translating so difficult a text as
that offered by Wobbermin. — Thig is a book for the specialist in syste-
matic theology, the philosophy of religion, and related subjects. The
various views are presented in an objective, even a sympathetie, manner,
and one can derive a great deal of information on the entire field. The
discussion even touches upon Frazer’s theory of magic, Natorp’s theory
of religion, the Freudian theory of religion, Christian Science, -theosophy
and Steiner’s anthroposophy, the Marxian theory of religion, and the
Barthian theology. — We cannot accept the author’s views, for he advocates
the religio-psychological method which had its origin with Schleiermacher.
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In fact, although the author takes exception to Schleiermacher’s views
on two scores (p.99), his book is practically Schleiermacher redivivus et
extensus: “Die Religion ist das unmittelbare Bewusstsein der absoluten
Abhaengigkeit.”” This position is fundamentally wrong because it is hased
on a variable, the religious experience and consciousness of man, instead
of on a constant. True religion is based entirely upon divine revelation,
objectively received, although subjectively appropriated. The response of
man, while influenced by the original knowledge of God, in its fragmentary
form, is brought about entirely by the power of the Spirit of God in the
Word. of revelation. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Karl Barth and Christian Unity. The Influence of the Barthian
Movement upon the Churches of the World. By Adolf Keller, D. D.,
LL.D. Translated in collaboration with Prof. Werner Petersmann
by the Rev. Manfred Manrodt and revised by Dr. A.J. Macdonald.
With an Introduction by Luther A. Weigle, Ph.D. The Macmillan
Company, New York. 320 pages, 53, X8, including Bibliography.
Price, $2.75.

Dr. Adolf Keller’s Der Weyg der dialektischen Theologie durch die
kirchliche Welt (Kaiserverlag, Munich, 1931) is here offered in an excellent
English translation to readers that do not understand German. Dr. Keller,
formerly pastor in Egypt and Switzerland, then professor of religious
education at State College in Schaffhausen, and since 1922 secretary of
the European Central Bureau for Interchurch Aid, also known as an
author of many theological and religious works (Hine Philosophie des
Lebens; Vom unbekannten Goitt; Die Kirchen und der Friede, ete.) and
lecturer (Stone Lecturer at Princeton for 1933, ete.), representative in
Burope of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, and
an outstanding exponent and leader of the present-day ecumenical move-
ments, very aptly called the “Man of World Protestantism,” presents in
this volume a keen critical analysis of Barthianism, points out its reaction
upon men and churches, both favorable and unfavorable, and finally shows
how some of the Barthian questions and thought may be utilized in the
interest of greater church unity. Men like Deissmann (Berlin), Niebuhr
(Union Theological Seminary), Chas. S. Macfarland (General Secretary
Emeritus of the Federal Council), have bestowed upon the book un-
stinted praise and have recommended it especially as a text-book for
a more general study of “Christian Ecumenics,” or of the special Kirchen-
kunde which the ecumenical movements of to-day require. The work
indeed deserves praise. Dr. Keller’s analysis of Barthianism, though in
some respects inadequate, is mnevertheless helpful and valuable. What
Barthianism is, is here described well in its essential features. Admirable,
too, is the author’s description of the confusion of the Huropean and
American churches which, breaking away from their ancient moorings
and slipping irresistibly into new forms, nevertheless hold to their ancient
shells or at least parts of their shells. The author concedes that theo-
logical dialecticism is too illusive and too much opposed by both liberals
and conservatives to serve as a decisive factor in church unification.
However, he recognizes certain questions which Barth, who himself opposes
the ecumenical movements, has raised as very important to church unity,
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and these he puts to the exponents of the ecumenical movements with
great earnestness. For the student of present-day church movements in
Europe and America the book is valuable even though he cannot always
agree with the author. By voicing the slogan Zurueck zur Reformation!
Zurueck zu Luther! Barth, as we believe, has pointed out the true way
to church unity. The only trouble is that neither Barth himself nor the
proponents of the ecumenical movements take it seriously; and as long
as that is the case, nothing will remove the spiritual chaos which apostasy
from the Word of God has caused both in Europe and Amerieca.
J. T. MUELLER.

Die Theolngie Gerfond. Cine Unterfudung jur BVerbindung von Nominalis=
mud und Myjtif im Spatmittelalter. BVon Walter Dreh. €. Bertels:
mann, Berlagdbudhandlung in Giitersloh, 1931. 208 Seiten. Preid:
RM.7.

Der Verfaffer, ordentlicher Profeflor fitr Hiftorifhe Theologie an der theo:
Togijd=philojophifhen Quiher-Afademie ju Dorpat und Privatdogent an der Uni=
berfitdt Berlin, will jeigen, .ivelhe Tenbenzen in der Gedbanfentvelt Gerfonsd bder
Theologie LQuibhers irgenbdivie die Wege vorbeveitet und pofitiv, jum mindeften
in ber Grzeugung der geiftigen Wimofphire, die LQuther erivartete, vorgearvbeitet
baben”. Darum fudht er an Gerfon und aud jahllojen Jitaten ausg Gerfons
Sdyriften darjulegen, welhe Geftaltung die nominaliftifde und die myitifde Be-
wegung, miteinanber vereinigt, in der Theologie bor Quiher getvonnen Haben und
wie fie fitr Quibersd theologijdpe Wrbeit Lebeutungdvoll getvefen find. Dabei wird
man freilidh nod) lange niht alled unterjdreiben, was Drel iitber Luther fagt;
er {deint Gerfon Dbeffer su fennen ol Quther. — Wber bdabei ftidht Drep eine
anbere Frage am, die meines Cradhtens viel widtiger ift: Warum waren alle die
Reformbewequngen des Spiatmittelalters erfolgingd? Alle die grogen Reform=
fongilien, jum Feil unter der Filhrung der tiihtigiten Lehrer, die gar oft, ivie
@erfon, die ernfte WhH{icht hatten, ,der Kivdhe und dbamit aud) den in bieler Hin-
fiht Baltlofen und verfahrenen Buftdnden bder [patmittelalterliden TWelt ju
helfen” — warum alles {o wirfungslod? SLag nidht die Urfade in der Theologie
Der Meformer feldft? Rag darin nidt vielleidht ,die Hemmung, die den Reformer
nidht jum Reformator werben lieg#? Wibhrend nun der BVerfafler aunf diefe Frage
feine direfte, flave WUnttvort gibt, {o evgibt fie fich) dodh fiiv dem, der Luthers Theo=
Iogie fennt, aus bder ausfithrlichen Darlegung der Theologie Gerjons. WAm deut:
lidhften tritt eS8 wohl jutage, wenn Gerfon die ju erftrebende dhriftliche Demut
eine meritoria humilitas nenut. ,Die niedbrige Lage, die dem Menfdhen vor
@ott gufommt, bleibt tmmer noh — dad ift der grofe Unterjdhied bon Quibers
Berftindnis der humilitas — eine verdienftlide Qage. Demzufolge bleibt
ber menfdliden Haltung bor Gott immer ein beftimmier Wert erhalten.” Man
lieh in Der RKirdhe vor Quibher bdas sola Secriptura, dag man damald jdhon oft
birte, woh! dahingehen; {olange die Madht der Hievarvdhic unangetaftet blied, war
eben der Papft alleiniger Ausleger der Sdrift. Das sola gratia wurde feined
Snhalts entleert, inbem e in dic gratia infusa perdreht twurbe; aber die reinfte
RKegeret toar dad sola fide, denn badurd) ivurbe bem Siinder der Weg diveft ju
Gott ohne Vermittlung der Priejter gedffnet, unbd jomit wurdben die beiden Boll-
werfe des Papfitums untergraben: bdie Saframentsdlehre (Ffein Heil obhne durd
die fieben Saframente) und dbie Ordinationslehre (fein giiltiges Saframent ohne
redhtiid) orbinierten Priefter). Durd) diefe beiden Lehren Bhielt die Hievardhie alle
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LWelt in Knedtidaft; empirie fih ja jemand, fo wurbe er bald toieder durd) Bann
und Jnterdift in Meih und Glied gestvingt. Solange bdiefe beiden BVollwerte
ftanben, waten darum aud) alle Reformverjudie vergeblich; erft als Suther durd
a8 sola fide fie minierte, fam eine Dauernbe Meformation der RKirdhe zuftande,
Theo Hoyer,
Proceedings of the Eighteenth Convention of the Atlantic District.
Price, 25 cts.

Proceedings of the Sixtieth Convention of the Michigan District.
German and English. Price: German, 13 cts.; English, 12 ¢ts. Con-
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

The report of the Atlantic District offers an essay by Pastor Paul
Lindemann on “Christian Stewardship” (of the body, of the mind, of social
relations, of time, and of possessions) “and Its Modern Implications” {for
the individual, for the congregation, and for the Church at large).

At the convention of the Michigan District Pastor A. F. Bernthal spoke
‘on “The Relation of the Barly Christian Churches to One Another a Pattern
and Example to Christian Churches of To-day,” and Pastor H. A. Mayer
read a paper in the German language on the subject “Die ersten Christen-
gemeinden Muster und Vorbild fuer unsere Gemeinden.”

Proceedings of the Thirty-Sixth Convention of the Iowa District.

The English essay, delivered by Prof. H. A. Klein, was baged on Ques-
tion 109 of our Synodical Catechism, “Why do we call the First Person of
the Godhead the Father ?” and answers this question in the language of our
Catechism: 1) because He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 2) be-
cause He is also our true Father. The German essayist, Pastor P. E. Ross,
applied Rom. 12, 11.12 to our present times. T. LAETSCH.

Christmas Tidings. By William Muir Auld. Maemillan Co., New York.
1933. 156 pages, 5% X 7%.

This is a book for art conmoisseurs, namely, those in the field of belles-
lettres. 1t is a sequel to the same author’s Christmas Traditions, issued
a few years ago. It presents a wide array of facts connected with the
festival of Christmas, especially such as are associated with a wide choice
of excellent poetry and with the church-year and its liturgy. If ome so
studies the book, he will find it generally interesting and edifying, per-
vaded by an optimistic mysticism. Some of the statements are epigram-
matic and challenging, such as: “One of the very remarkable features of
the sacred gospels is that they are so written as to make all men the
contemporaries of Christ and Christ the contemporary of all time.” (P.8.)
“The worst fallacy is the assumption that God cares only for great things.
A more unscientific position could hardly be imagined.” (P.71, quoted.)
“Liturgies are all books of common prayer. They are primarily designed
to preclude callow individualism.” (P.100.) On page 108 the author offers
what seems to be the antecedent of a stanza in Luther’s “Cradle Hymn for

. 3,
Christmas”: O my deir hert, young Jesus sweit,

Prepare Thy creddil in my spreit,
And I shall rock Thee in my hert
And never mair from Thee depart.
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Some statements we cannot endorse, as when the author says that to
St. Paul “the Christ of history remained ever somewhat vague and shadowy”
(p. 11), or that the truth of Christianity “can be disengaged from the par-
ticular terminology of the creeds” (p. 70). On page 73 John 17, 3 is
ascribed to St. John, whereas it is a word of the Savior Himself. The
discussion of the Sacraments on page 79 is beautiful, but not adequate.
But such inadequacies will readily be caught by the careful reader. They
do not detract from the stimulus of the book for one who wishes to feel
the beauty of the Christmas-message. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Wmistalender fitr evangelifde Geiftlide. 1934, In Nadfolge bon F, Sdhnei=
der fortgefiihet von P, Trofdhfe 61 Jahrgang. Verlag €. Verteld=
mann, Giitersloh. 258 Seiten 4% X6, in Qeintvand mit Golbtite! ge-
bunben. Preid: M. 1.80.

MWir haben jdhon twiederholt diefen Umisfalenber ertvdfhnt. Obivohl Hhaupt:
faplidy fitr beutfdhe Verhiltniffe eingeridhtet, ift er dodh) jo handlidy und {hén und
audy wertpoll durd) die bei jebem Tag angegebenen firdhengeididtlidien Gedeni=
tage unb Wusipriide grofer Manner in Staat und Kirdhe, dafy er itberall feinen
Wert hHat. Q Flitbringer.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

From Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: —

Trials and Trails. By H. A. Schroeder. 257 pages. Price, $1.50,
postpaid.

Amerifanifder Ralender fiiv deutidye Lutheraner anf dad Jahr 1934,
163 Geiten. Preis: 15 €15,

Lutheran Amnual, 1934. 163 pages. Price, 15 cts.

Concordia Collection of Sacred Choruses and Anthems for More
Ambitious Choral Organizations. No. 39: Seek Ye the Lord. Mixed
voices. By J.C. Wohlfeil. 3 pages, 6%, X10%,. Price, 15 cts.

From Harper & Brothers, New York: —
One Thing I Know. By A.J. Russell. 411 pages, 5X71. Price,
$2.00.

From the Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago: —

I Follow the Road. A Modern Woman’s Search for God. By Anne
Byrd Payson. Introduction by B. Stanley Jones. 210 pages, 5X71;. Price,
$1.00.
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