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Biblia Hebraica., Adiuvantibus W. Baumgartner, G. Beer, J. Begrich, J. A.
Bewer, F. Buhl, J. Hempel, F. Horst, M. Noth, O. Procksch, G. Quell,
Th. H. Robinson, W. Rudolph, H. H. Schaeder, edidit Rud. Kittel.
Textum masoreticum curavit P. Kahle. Editionem tertiam denuo
elaboratam ad finem perduxerunt A. Alt et O. Eissfeldt. Privile-
gierte Wiirttembergijhe Bibelanftalt, Stuttgart. 1937. 1500 Seiten
6X 9%, auf Hholzfreiem Bibelbrudpapier in farbigem Robhleinen mit ge-
glattetem Rotjdhnitt und Ritden- und Seitengoldtitel gebunben. Preis:
M. 10.

Mit diefem Werle ift ein Unternehmen ju Enbde gefommen, das fiir die Theo-
{ogie und darum aud) fiiv die Kirde von groper Vedeutung ift. Die hebriifche
Bibel von RKittel ift in der gangen gelehrten Welt al8 bie befte VuSgabe bes
Bebrdifhen Terted anerfannt und Hat in den erften swei Uuflagen mweite BVer-
breitung gefunben. IMNit der jest abgefchloffen vorliegenden dritten Uujlage tritt
biefes monumentale Werf in volfommen neuer Geftalt vor bie gelehrie Welt, und
widtige Berdnberungen gegenitber der erften und ziweiten Uuflage find gemadht
tworben. Erftens ift ein grofered Format mit griberer Thpe gewdhlt worden,
und e8 gibt feine bHebrdifche Bibel, die leihter ledbar ift und {dHoner ausfieht alg
dlefes neue Werl, das darum aud) alle andern Handbaudgaben verdringen follte.
Sobann enthdlt bie usgabe, tvie {hon in den erften 3wei Wuflagen, einen rveiden
fritifhen Upparat, ber in biefer neuen Auflage in 3tvei Wbteilungen zerlegt wor-
pen ift. Bloge BVarianten find in dem oberen mit o, B, vy ufw. gefennzeichneten
Appavat verzeihnet, die wirllihen vovgejhlagenen Tertinderungen im unteren
Apparat unter a, b, ¢ angegeben. (Dak wir prinzipiell gegen Konjefturen find,
folange ber iiberlieferte Tegt einen Sinn bietet, faun jeht nidht ndbher beqriindet
werben.) Bor allem aber ift Hier ber majioretijhe Tert in volfommen neuer
®eftaltung dargeboten. Die fogenannte fleine Maffora ift gleih am Ranbe
beigegeben, und bie groke Maffora twitd in einigen Monaten verdffentlidht, den
Riufern ded Budes auf Wunjd) unentgeltlidh nadgeliefert und {pdter der Biblia
Hebraica beigegeben werben. Diefe Maffora, der die wertvolfte Handidrift zu-
grunbde liegt, wird jum erftenmal der gefehrien MWelt in biefer Geftalt vorgelegt,
und Prof. Paul Kable, dexr fich jabhraehntelang mit diefer Sade bejhdftigt bhat
und twobhl al8 bie Hauptautoritit auf diefem Gebiete gilt, Hat fidh diefer Wrbeit
unterspgen. Enblid) ift aud) der eben erpvihnte fritifhe Upparat nidht Hlof eine
Durd)fidht ded alten, fonbern eine volftindige neue Beardeitung. Den Unfang diefer
britten Ausgabe madhte der verftorbene Leipsiger Hebraift Prof. D. Rudolf Kittel.
Nad) feinem Tobe im Jahre 1929 Haben die Profefforen ALt und Eiffeldt mit
einer Reibe anderer Gelehrien, unter diefen der Englinder MRobinfon und ber
Amerifaner Bewer, die Wrbeit weitergefithet und vollendet, und bie Wiirttember-
gifhe Bibelgefel{dhaft Hhat unermiidet die groen Koften getragen und nun das
Wert fertiggeftelit. Der perbiente Diveftor biefer Wnjtalt Dr. € Diehl, mit dem
wir {hon feit Jabren ettwas BVerbindung Haben, fdhrieb uns Hirslid: ,Ob die
unendlidhe TMiihe, ber grope Fleik und bie ungeheuren RKoften, die diefes LWert
verurfadhte, nun aud) belohnt werden durd) einen entipredhenden Abjay der Biblia
Hebraica? Dag ijt bie Frage, die fih fiiv uns erhebt. Wir wollen Gott bitten,
baf er die BVerbreitung aud) diefer neuen Biblia Hebraica fegnen mige, fo tvie



280 Book Review — Qiteratur

ev e5 bidher bei ber erften und jweiten Vuflage getan Hhat.” Und wir midhten
nun an unferm Feile mithelfen, bak diefes ausgejeidnete Wer¥, bas fo Ividhtig
ift fiir ba§ Studium bdes hebrdijhen Bibeltertes, aud) redhte WUnerfennung unbd
Berbreitung findbet. Wir haben mehrere WUusdgaben ber hebrdijhen Bibel, aber
biefes Wert wirb, wie hon in ben fritheren Wuflagen, fo nod) viel mehr jehit das
fete Wort 3u fprechen haben. Undb twenn einer fragen itrde, warum biefed
Werf auper den fdhon angegebenen Griinden {o tvertvoll ift und alle andern us=-
gaben Dde3 Debrdifden Tertes erfepen {follte, fo erivdhnen ioir nur bie eine:
feine vollftindbige Hanbausgabe Dber bhebriijdhen Bibel Hat eben einen foldhen
fritijdhen Upparat; und toie wertvoll diefer ift und mit ein paar Worten bHfters
einen Kommentar erjet, mbgen einige Beifpiele jeigen. G8 ijt allgemein an=
erfannt, dap gerabe ber Text ber Samuelisbiiher im RLaufe der Jahrhunbderte
und Jahrtaufende mande Sdhidiale erfahren Hat. So lefen wir 3. B. 1 Sam.
6, 18 in der deutjdien Bibel, dah die Bunbeslade ,bi8 an bas grohe Wbel” gebradt
und darauf niedergejest wurbe. Jm Englijdhen heifit 8 “unto the great stone
of Abel”; aber “stone” ift in italics gedrudt, fteht alip nidht in dem jegigen
bebriifden Tert. Dad dbeut{che ,Abel”, bad ausd dem hebrdifdien Tert heriiber:
genommtent tourbe, ift unverftanblid), und bag englifde “stone” ift jadhlih ridtig,
aber ift neben ,Wbel” ein Cinfdyiebjel. Ein Blid auf ben fritifhen Upparat fagt
nun dem Sejer diefer hebrdifden Bibel, dbaf mehrere hebrdifdhe Manuftripte, bie
Septuaginta und die alte avamdifde itberfefung, ber fogenannte Targum, nidht
53& haben, fondern 1, unb bamit [5ft fid) bie gange 6d)m1ertgfett Wie bfters,
io ﬁnb aud hier die beiden einanber dhnlidhen Budhftaben t und b peim Ab{dyrei=
ben permwedfelt worben, und dber Tert lautet: Sie bradten bie Qade ,bi8 an ben
grofen Stein und fefen fie darvaufs. — 1 Sam. 13,1 Bat in ber dbeutfdhen und
englijhen Bibel {hon mandyem Qefer etivad Kopfserbrechen gemacht. €8 heiht ba:
+Saul ar ein Jahr Kbnig getwefen, und da er zwet Jahre fiber JSrael regiert
batte’ uftw.; im Gnglijhen: “Saul reigned one year, and when he had
reigned two years”, ujt. Jeder nadbentliche Qefer mertt bald, daf Hier ethwasd
mit bem FTerte nidht gany in Orbnung iff, jumal ¢8 genau nad) dem Yebrdijden
Fert Peipt: ,Cin Jahr alt twar Saul, al8 er Kbnig wurde”, was nad) feiner im
Budpe ersihlten Qebendgefdhidhte unmibalidy ift. Wber ein Bl auf den fritijdhen
Apparat hier fagt, , Deest numerus®, ,die Jahl fehits. Die Jabhl ber Lebens-
jabre ift ausgefallen, was leidt gefdehen fonnte, da die Jahlen uripriinglich nidht
ausgefdyrichen, jondern nur mit Budftaben a8 Jabhlseidien angegeben wurden.
Da Saul {dhon an Jonathan einen Sobhu Hatte, der in dben erften Jahren feiner
Regierung bereits eine Ubteilung ded SHeered anfithrte, aljo minbeftend zvaniig
Jabre alt, wenn nidt dlter gewefen fein mup, jo fann aud) Saul betm Aniritt
feiner Regierung foum unter bierjig Jahre alt getvefen fein. Und Dbiefe Jahl
yiersig” ift eben durch ein Verfehen der Wbchreiber ausgefallen, wie der hebriifdhe
Fert aud) jonft anbdeutet. — 2 Kin. 24, 18 Heikt e8 in der deutjhen Bibel: ,Udhi=
sehn Jahre alt war Jojad)in, da er Kinig ward?; ebenfo in der englifden Bibel,
Aber 2 CYhron. 36, 9 fteht: ,Adt Jahre alt war JFojadhin®, ebenfo in der englifden
Bibel; und beide Bibelausgaben Haben den jehigen Hebrdijdhen Tert ridhtig iiber=
fegt. Dag fieht aus wie cin Wider{prud) und ift dodh feiner, fonbern nur ein
Sdyeintvideriprudy. Wabhre Wiberfpritde ¢ibt ¢8 nidht im gbttlidhen Wort. Und
boch ftimmen Dbdie Deiden Stellen nidht, und nur ,adtzehn wird rvidtig fein.
Denn Jojadin regierte nur brei Monate und dod) wird Hefef. 19, 5—7 von thm
ausdgefagt, dap er ivie ein junger Lowe rauben Ternte und Menfdhen fraf und bie
Witiwen (der Getdteten) exfannte, Das heiht, {hinbete, was von einem adytjdbhrigen
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fnaben fanm gefagt werbent fonnte. RKittels Bibel zeigt ben Weg sur Vbjung der
Sdywierigleit, inbem fie darauf hinteift, dak Yebriaijde Manuftripte, Hand-
{dhriften ber Septuaginta und die {yrijde itberfesung aud) in der Chronitaitelle
sadtsehns lefen. €8 ift ohne Jweifel wieder ein Berfehen auf feiten der Ab:
fhreiber, burdh Verwedilung der Jahlzeidien flir 8 und 18, entftandben. Und jo
fonnten twir nod) Weifpiele auf Beijpiele anfithren, dic den Wert biefer trefflidhen
hebrdijdyen Bibel angeigen. Unbd dbabei iff nun ber Preid fiir ein Bud) in hebrdi=
fdhen Typen, bag rund 1500 Seiten in {older trefflihen Uusftattung umfakt,
gerabeju fpottbillig, {ollte eigentlidh ftatt 10 Mart 10 Dollars fein und iff nur
mbglidh) bei gans grofen Opfern der genannten Bibelanftalt. Und aud) bei diefem
Werle finbet wegen der Eutivertung de§ amerifanifden Dollarsd im Uusland eine
LBerminderung bed Rreifed (25 Prozent) ftatt bei Eremplaren, die nadh) Umerifa
gehen. Mibge die BVerlagdbudhandlung durd) reihe WUbnahme bed Werfes eintger=
mafen Criay finben! Wir erivdhnen nod), bafy diefe Bibel aud) in fiinfsehn Liefe-
rungen ju beziehen ift, jebe jum Preife von M. 1.70, was fiir den SHanbgebraud
febr bequem ift. FTatfddlidy hat eimer unjerer alten Paftoren, der nod) imuter
eifrig fetnen Bebrdifden Tert lieft unbd einen ganzen Teil besfelben ausivenbdig
fann, Hirjlid) bie Qieferung, die den Propheten Jefaia8 umfapt, bejogen, tveil er
pen Tert tvegen abnehmenden Wugenlidhtes nabe an die Wugen Halten muf und
bie§ nidht mit einem fd)ivereren Banbe gut tun fann.

Bei diefer Gelegenbheit mag aud) erwdhnt iverden, daf die LWiirttembergijdhe
Privilegierte Bibelanftalt Hirzlidy dag 125jdhrige Jubildum iHhred BVejtehens ge-
fetert hat. @8 fehit uns jegt der Maum, ihre LVerbienfte gebithrend su tvitvdigen.
€8 ift allgemein befannt, bap fie dic Bibel in allen mbglidhen Formaten und
Yusgaben berdffentlidht und perbreitet Hat. Wir ertvdhnen nur drei Gingel:
heiten: ©ie hat die aud) in unfern Kreifen tweitberbreitete treffliche und body o
billige, hanblihe Ausgabe bes griedhijhen Neuen Teftamentd von Neftle beforgt
und ikt fie immer wiedber, jededmal verbefjert, in immer neuer Gejtalt erfdeinen;
fie hat bie ganj audgeseidhnete Septuaginta von Rahifs herausgegeben (bgl.
biefe Beitfdrift, VI, 873); und im JInterefle der Heibenmiffion BHat fie Ffiirs=
fidy aud) die fogenannte Suaheli-Bibel verdifentlicht, eine Bibelitberfegung bes
baburd) berithmt getvorbenen Leipziger Miffionars Dr. R6HI in eine afrifanifde
Syprade, die jeht fhon von etiwa 50 Millionen von Menjden gefprodhen ober bodh
berftanben tvird und immer ieiter fidh augbreitet. Wud) dabei Hat bie Wnjtalt
feine Koften gejcheut, fonbern im Jnterefle der BVerbreitung des Worted Gottes
die Nusgabe unternomnien, Q. Fitrbringer

The Kingdom of God Is at Hand. The Life of Jesus in the Four Gospels.
By Harold McA. Robinson, General Secretary of the Board of
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church in the TUnited
States of America. With two maps, a harmony of the four gospels,
topics for discussion, and suggested books. The Westminster Press,
Philadelphia. 92 pages, 5x7%. Flexible paper cover.

This little book, the price of which unfortunately is not given, can
be recommended to our pastors and teachers. It will be helpful to those
who wish to give a course in the life of Christ. The arrangement is lucid,
the chief facts are clearly presented. Whoever looks for a brief survey
of the Gospel-story should have his attention drawn to this work. The
“Harmony of the Gospels,” which is included in the rear of the book and
which the author follows, is that of Davis’s Bible Dictionary. From the
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view concerning John’s baptism (p.29), “John washed with water as
a sign that God had washed away their sins,” every Lutheran reader
will dissent. When the author on the same page defines the kingdom
of God as “the society in which the will of God is done,” he has the
approval of this reviewer. It must not be overlooked of course that
this “society” is a spiritual one, consisting of all those who believe in
Jesus as their Savior. 'W. ArNDT

The Interpretation of St. Paul’s Epistles to the Colossians, to the
Thessalonians, to Timothy, to Titus, and to Philemon. By R.C.H.
Lenski. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 986 pages,
5% % 8. Price, $450. Order from Concordia Publishing House,
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St.Louis, Mo.

Here we have another volume constituting a link in that mag-
nificent chain which, when completed, will be a commentary on the whole
New Testament by Prof. R.C.H. Lenski, the separate volumes of which
are now appearing as fast as is feasible. One does not have to agree
with everything that is said in these volumes and to find all peculiar-
ities of style and of exegetical method the acme of what the human
mind can achieve in order to give this commentary a hearty general
commendation. In the present volume I read with a great deal of satis-
faction the exposition of Col. 2:16 £. on the abrogation of the Jewish Cere-
monial Law and the section on Antichrist with reference to 2 Thess.2,
where Lenski vigorously champions the old Lutheran view that the
prophecy of Paul has found its fulfilment in the Roman papacy. That in
Col. 2:18, which admittedly is a difficult passage, he refuses to take the
easy road of textual emendation, a cutting of the Gordian knot, too
readily resorted to by many modern critics, in this instance even by
Westcott and Hort, likewise elicited my approval. I do not agree with
the exposition of 2 Thess. 2:13, one of the texts quoted frequently when
the docirine of predestination is presented, although some of Lenski'’s
observations are illuminating, He misunderstands the thought of the
apostle when he says: “The idea that, when this choice was made, ‘you’
were ‘unbelievers’ is excluded by the év phrase.” His translation of this
phrase “in connection with sanctification of spirit and faith in truth”
may be admitted to be correct, but such a rendering would not yet
justify us in placing the creation of faith, from our human point of
view, before election. The great truth is simply brought out that elec-
tion was not absolute, the mere decision to save us, but included the
whole ordo salutis. The passages which a conservative reviewer would
like to quote are well-nigh numberless. It is not necessary, however,
to insert any of them because by this time Lenski’s treatment of exe-
getical questions and positive tone in disposing of difficulties are well
known. W. ArNDT

Jn Ghriffus. Cine Unterjudung sur Sprade und Theologie bed Paulusg, Bou
Werner Sdhmaud), Lic. theol. Berlag von &, Berteldmann, Gittersloy.

1935. 197 Seiten 6X9. Preis: RM. 5.80.
35 ift died ein Werf, bad zu den ,Meuteftamentlichen Forfdungen#, Heraus-
gegebert vou Prof. D. Otto Shmiy, und 3war sur erjten Reide, ,Paulusdjtudieny,
gehirt, Der Gegenftand, der hier behanbelt toird, it widhtig fitr dag BVerftindnis
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per Heiligen Shrift. €3 ¢ibt wohl feinen aufmerifomen Bibellefer, der fih nidht
{hon gefragt hitte: Was bebeutet eigentlid) der Lusdbrud, der fidh {o haufig in den
Sdriften Pauli finbet: ,in Chrifto” oder ,in Chrifto FEju“? Die Sade wurbe
1892 bon Prof. Y. Deipmann sum Gegenftand einer griindlidhen Unterjudung ge-
madt, tworin diefer hervorragende Kenner der paulinifhen Sdriften su folgen=
bem Mejultat fom: ,Die von Paulud unter BVenuung eined Profaniprad-
gebraudes gefhaffene Formel év Xouotd ’Incot darafterifiert dad Berhiltnis
bes @Yriften su JIEus Chriftusd al8 ein Iotal aufjufafjendes Sidbefinden in dem
preumatifden Chriftus. Diefer Gedanie, filr welden 8 in jebem jonjtigen Wer=
paltnis des Menfden sum Menjden an einer WUnalogie pdllig fehlt, fonnen ir
uns verbeutlichen durd) die Analogie der den Wendungen &v mwvedpan und iv td
Be® sugrunde liegenben WBorftellung bed Wertveilend in einem bder Luft ver:
gleihbaren Preuma=Elemente.” (Vgl. A, Deifmann, ,Die neuteftamentlidhe For=
mel jin Chrifto JIEju‘”, &. 971) Die Sade wurde bann bviel evbrtert. Ju
#Lehre und Wehrv erfdhien 1911 ausd ber Feber desd feligen Prof. TW. Minfembller
ein Wrtitel itber biefe Formel, der audh in dem vorliegenden Wer! zitiert wird.
Unfer Berfaffer gibt junddhft einen iiberblid itber bdie Wrbeiten, die, bon Dei:
mannd Bud) ausdgehend, iiber diefen Gegenftand gefdricben tourben. Jnbem er
fobann fjeine eigene Unterfudung beginnt, unterfdeidet er zvijhen den Aus-
pritfen ,in Chrifto IEfu*, ,in Ehrifto’ und ,im HErrn’ und gewinnt auf
ecegetifdhem Wege die itberseugung, daf toir e8 bHier nidht einfadh mit aus
ftiliftifdhen Griinden getvidhlten Symohyma 3u tun Habem, jondern baf jede der
brei Foemeln ihre bejonbere Bebeutung Hat. €. 158 {dhreidt er: ,Gegentiber ber
alfgemeinen WAnnahme, dap bie verjdhiebenen Formeln den gleihen Sinn Haben
und darum aud ftiliftifhen Grituden miteinander vertaujdbar find, hat fich ge-
seigt, daf gerade ihre Mannigfaltigleit nidhid anbered iff af8 ber notiwenbdige
Ausdrud eines ihuen jugeordueten Sadverhaltes, deflen Dreigliedrigleit fidh in
ben Varianten év Xouotd 'Inood, év Xoiotd und v xvelp ausprigt, twdhrend
bie diefe in fich vereinigende ,fomplege Formel* év Xoiotd 'Incod 1@ wvely HudY
feine Ganzheit reprifentiert.s ,In Chrifto JEu* bezeidhnet nad) unferm Bers
faffer ein gibttliches Gefdehen, bas unabbhingig bon allem gliubigen Leben in
etviger Vollendbung gitltig gefest ift”. (S. 66.) ,In Chrifto” bingegen enthalt
«das metaphyfijhe Prinzip dber als Wirtlicdhleit de8 metaphyfifhen Gejdhehens
év Xototd "Inood fid) barftelfenden ,neuen Sdhipfung’, deren Triger bas apofto:
Yifhe Wort* ift. (S.102.) Mit anbern Worten, wihrend die Formel ,in Chrifto
J€u” fidh auf die Cridjung und DBerfBhnung besieht, tveift bie Formel ,in
Ghrifto# Hin auf bad groe Werf Gottes im Menjdien, die Hlaubensjegung., Bon
der Formel ,im HErrn’ meint hlieklih der Berfaffer, dah fie ,den Kyrios
(HCrrn) ald Norm eines bdburd) bdiefe leyteve gerichteten Hanbelns” bezeidhne.
(©.124.) €8 tird, wie biefe Stubie Herborhebt, diefe Formel da gebraudt, o
pon Mijfionsarbeit die Nede ijt.

Die groBe Frage ift nun, ob man dem BVerfoffer, indem er diefe interefjanten
Groebniffe vorlegt, suftimmen faun. Mir perfdnlih ift e8 nodh nidht gewil, dab
er mit feinen Uufjtellungen rvedht hat. So fehr ih mid) {iber den {Hhonen Sinn
freue, dem er in ben verfdhiedenen Formeln findet, und fo fehr biefer mit bder
Theologie bed Wpoftels im allgemeinen ftimmt, mup i%h doh offen geftehen, bah
i) nodh nidht itberzeugt bin, dap Paulusd jeber diefer Formeln eine bejondeve Be-
deutung geben toolte. Jdh mibdhte aber das8 Stubium biefes Werfs allen, bie
tiefer in bie Theologie des heiligen Wpoftels eindringen midyten, warm empfehlen.

W Arnbdt
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Reltgion und Politif in der Germanenbefehrung. BVon Walter Bitle. Berlag
bon Dirffling und Frande, Leipsig. 1937. 46 Seiten. Preis, gebunben:
M. 1 (fiirs Uusland 25 Prosent niedriger).

Der Verfaffer will die Motive unterfuchen, die filr die Unnabme ded Chri-
fentums durd) die Germanen beftimmend ivaren. Man Hhat nidht immer be=
achtet, jagt er, ,daB e8 ftch in bem Krdftefpiel der Chriftianifierung um bdrei
Komponenten handelt: politijde Madhte, Kivche und BVolfsreligion”. Gr ftreitet
gegen die Unnahme, daf bet dem ilbertritt der germanifden BVilfer politifhe Er-
wagungen entfdeidend waren, ,die mit der Religion und dem Glauben nidhts su
tun batten, fonbern in gewifjen Borteilen lagen, die die WUnnahme de8 neuen
Glaubens mit fih bringen, beziehungsdiveife in Nadyteilen, die dag Fefthalten am
alten Glauben nad) fidh siehen toiivder. Gr meint, fo veinlidh IHune man gar
uidht stoifden Politit und Religion {deiden; vielmehr feien Politif und BVolls-
religion {o eng miteinander perbunbden gewefen (Religion bildete die Grunblage
bes politifchen und des ganzen fulturellen Lebens), baf, wenn heidnifde Stimme
bon dhriftlichen BVilfern befiegt wurben, fie gang jelbjtverftindlich mit ihrer poli-
tijthen Selbftinbigteit and) ihre alte Voltsreligion aufgaben und mit ber Herr-
fdaft aud) die Religion ber Sieger annabhmen (Sadhfen) oder, twenn fie ihren
Wohnfig dnberten und fih friedlid) unter Chriften anfiedelten, ebenfalls ihre alte
Religion perloren unb fidh der Religion des Lanbed anpapten (Oftgoten, Lango-
barben, Franfen). Selbft wenn man der Wusfithrung nidt beiftimmt (i) Jelbft
mibdhte midy ohne weitered Studium nidt fo odber anbderd entjdheiden), jo ift der
furze Wufjay, der suerft in der ,Wllgemeinen Gbv.-Cuth. Kirdengeitung” erjdyien,
bodh intereflant uub Yefendvert, befonbers ba gegentvdrtige Strimungen in der
firdhlidhen 2Welt Deutjdhlands ndhere Unterfudung der Befehrungdgejdjichte der
alten @ermanen nahelegen. Theo. Hoyer

The Small Sects in America. By Elmer T. Clark. The Cokesbury Press.
Nashville. 1937. 311 pages, 5% X8%. Price, $2.00. May be ordered
through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave.,
St. Louis, Mo.

Dr. Clark has rendered the student in Comparative Symbolics a dis-
tinct service, for he has carefully studied the pamphlets, tracts, period-
icals, educational publications, year-books, and minutes of over 100 small
sects, has corresponded with, or personally visited, the headquarters of
more than 50. His study throws interesting light on many of the obscure
sects. Besides the sects treated in the “Census of Religious Bodies, 1926,”
and in Popular Symbolics, 1932, he discusses “Father Divine’s” Peace
Mission (8 pages), several purely local cults, e. g., the communistic group
in Florida known as Church Triumphant, or Koreshanity, which teaches
that man lives inside a hollow world, Peniel Mission, House of Prayer,
a colored group whose emotional religious frenzy manifests itself in
“jerks” and resembles the paroxysms of the Kentucky Revival about 1800.
The author does not present the religious tenets in a matter-of-fact
way, but attempts to explain the rise of these sects economically and
particularly psychologically. He explains the unusual popularity of pre-
millenarianism as a “defense mechanism”; 4. e., when the poor fail to
obtain material blessings through the social processes, they hope that
a cosmic cataclysm will ultimately exalt them. Dr. Clark groups the
small sects under the following headings: 1. The Pessimistic Group (mil-
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lenarian); 2. The Perfectionist Sects; 3. The Charismatic Churches of
the Holy Roller Type; 4. The Communistic Societies; 5. The Legalistic
Sects. Naturally such a division results in much overlapping. The sec-
tion dealing with the legalistic sects is not entirely satisfactory, partly
because contrary to fact the author exempts the larger Reformed bodies
from every form of legalism (p.213), partly because he defines legalism
as “an intense devotion to the very word of Holy Writ,” and chiefly be-
cause legalism is prevalent in each offshoot of Calvinism or Arminianism.
We heartily recommend the book because it is replete with factual in-
formation, is interestingly written, and is very reliable and objective in
the presentation of facts (we have noted only one or two very minor
errors, e.g., failure to mention that the Amana Society discontinued the
practise of Communism in 1932). A carefully selected bibliography of
general works and an extensive list of tracts add greatly to the value
of the book. F.E. MavYER

The Art of Living. By Norman Vincent Peale, minister of Marble Col-
legiate Church, New York City, radio preacher over the N.B.C.
in services sponsored by the Federal Council of Churches. The
Abingdon Press, New York. 144 pages, 5%/ X73. Price, $1.00.

The addresses offered in this book come from the pen of a nationally
known Methodist minister. (In Brooklyn he rejuvenated a moribund
congregation of forty members, which within three years became nine
hundred strong and worshiped in a new $150,000 church-building.)
In style and presentation they are attractive and contain helpful ideas.
To our happiness-hunting generation the writer endeavors to show how
happiness may be obtained through “applied Christianity,” or the appli-
cation of Christian principles to life. To secure happiness, a person
must (I) meet himself fully and squarely, (II) banish worry, (III) take
time to live, (IV) cultivate ease of mind, (V) understand what happi-
ness is, (VI) escape fear, (VII) know the technique of spiritual power,
(VIII) adapt himself to prevailing circumstances, (IX) observe Christ’s
healing power, (X) and “try God,” and in all these things Christianity
is directly beneficial. Dr.Peale belongs to the mediating Modernists,
who may be called theological one-arm drivers, since they keep one
hand on the wheel of orthodox tradition, while with the other they pet
Dame Reason, whose charms attract them so very much that most of
the time they find themselves off the road. When he speaks theologically,
he is generally unorthodox; when he follows common sense, he usually
has good advice to give; as for example: “Live a day at a time is
sound wisdom” (p.106). “The patient man is cne who is unhurried in
his soul and who finds it possible to relax within” (p.107). “Sin is not
a fantasy. Tolstoy and Ibsen, two of the greatest masters of the human
spirit in modern times, substantiated the preacher’s emphasis on the
reality and terror of sin” (p.143). Biblically unsound passages are such
as these: “George Herbert's advice also is good. ‘Undress your soul at
night, he says, ‘not by self-examination, but by shedding as you do
your garment, the daily sins, whether of omission or commission, and
you will wake a free man with a new life’” (p.107). But can a man
of his own power daily shed his sins as he does his garment? Scripture
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answers, No. “Essentially the function of the Church is that of the
General Electric Company — to release power; but the former was con-
tent, it seemed, to mumble prayers and recite creeds” (p.91). Certainly
a most unfair statement. After having spoken about the healing power
of Christ, he says: “If this power is still operative, —and we see no
reason for assuming that it is not, — it would mean that any man today
who completely opens himself to the influence of the spiritual Christ
would straightaway clear a channel within himself through which this
power might flow” (p.118). This presupposes that Christ was a mere
man and differed from other men only in degree, not in kind. In view
of the writer’s modernistic position even such apparently Christian state-
ments as the following mean nothing: “No man is strong enough to take
out of his own life the haunting memory and sting of past misdeeds.
There is, however, thank God, a Great Physician who can perform this
healing operation. I refer to that Physician of souls who, when He
places His hand upon the life of a willing [?] patient, draws out of him
with sure skill the dark poison which has infected his mind and soul
and destroyed the peace and happiness of life. He has done it for many
happy men and women through the years. He can do it for you” (p.144).
J. THEODORE MUELLER

Sermons on the Apostles’ Creed. Edited by Henry J. Kuiper. Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids. 296 pages, 5% X734. Price, $2.00.

The Faith We Live By, An Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed. By Earl
L. Douglass. Cokesbury Press, Nashville. 190 pages, 5xX8%. Price,
$1.50.

In a day when many publishers hesitate or refuse to publish books
on specific parts of Christian doctrine, with the plea that neither the
theological nor the general public will buy such books, the appearance
of two distinet volumes on the Apostles’ Creed must be regarded as
almost a phenomenon. And both of these books are written from the
fundamentalist standpoint, at that. Of the twenty-four sermons in the
first book by as many different authors the compiler says: “The sermons
in this book are an exposition, from the Reformed viewpoint, of the
Apostles’ Creed, the best-known and most widely used of the ecumenical
creeds of Christendom.” Needless to remark, the Reformed viewpoint
does show in many statements contained in these sermons, as in No. XXI,
where the author states: “No, we do not believe that . . . the Sacraments
in particular are the channels through which this grace is conveyed to us.
That is Roman Catholic doctrine {?], but not Scriptural truth.” (P.262.)
On the other hand, the sermons on “Our Faith in the Triune God,”
“The Virgin Birth of Christ, Our Savior,” and others are as beautiful
and Scriptural as that on “The Elect Church of Christ Jesus” is beside
the mark in many of its statements. In other words, the bock through-
out presents Reformed theology.— The second book presents a series of
sermons by a Presbyterian minister and therefore also has a Calvinistic
background, not, however, in the emphatic manner of the former volume.
The author wove into his discourses much historical material, which
throws considerable light on his presentation. He believes in the atone-
ment through the blood of Christ, and yet he does not understand the
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double implication of the substitutionary work of the Savior when he
says: “It was not to appease God’s anger, but to fulfil God’s love, that
Christ suffered on the cross.” (P.90f) This in spite of the fact that
he states on page 124: “The atonement of course was achieved by His
death. God and man were reconciled by His dying.” As for the re-
mainder of the book, the section on Christ’s descent into hell is weak,
that on the Church is not clear, and millennialism is brought out on
page 130, where the author associates with the final advent of Christ
“a wide-spread diffusion of the Gospel, a great change among the Jewish
people,” etc. Caweat lector! P. E. KRETZMANN

A History of Christian Worship. By Oscar Hardman. Cokesbury Press,
Nashville, Tenn. 263 pages, 514 X8. Price, $2.00. May be ordered
through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave,,
St. Louis, Mo.

Dr. Hardman is professor of Pastoral and Liturgical Theology in the
University of London and therefore is well qualified to write a book of
this kind. His approach to his task is stated in the preface to his book,
where he writes: “Religious exercises alone may indicate religiosity
rather than worship. . . . But when a sense of supernatural Presence,
however vague in its intellectual definition, finds expression in acts of
reverent approach and of dutiful obedience, then there is worship.” The
book is a brief but satisfactory history of Christian worship from the
Apostolic Age to the present time. Some of the information in the form
of tables is particularly valuable. We cordially recommend this book
to pastors who desire a brief summary of liturgical history.

P. E. KRETZMANN

A Mighty Winner of Souls. By Frank Grenville Beardsley, Ph. D.
American Tract Society, New York, N.Y. 192 pages, 515X73%4.
Price, $1.50.

When the words revival and revivalist are used, we think of such
men as Richard Baxter, Jonathan Edwards, John Wesley, Charles Finney,
Dwight L. Moody, Reuben A. Torrey, Gipsy Smith, and Billy Sunday. We
also think of the revival of the Methodist camp-meetings of former days.
The word revival in general usage refers not only to the thing itself but
also to the method that is used. On account of the tactics used in many
revivals we prefer not to use the word lest we be misunderstood. If by
revival, however, we mean the giving of spiritual life to those who are
by nature spiritually dead, then we can speak of the revival on the day
of Pentecost at Jerusalem, of the revival which took place as the result
of the Reformation, and the revival under such men as Louis Harms
and others. We may also speak of a revival when we have in mind
the intensifying of the spirituality of those Christians whose Christianity
does not register very high.

We are not so much concerned about the name as about the thing
which it represents. And that demands our attention just at this time
when a revival of spiritual awakening is not only needed, but when
attempts are being made in that direction not only in sectarian circles
(preaching mission) but also in the Lutheran Church, our own church-
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body included. When we speak of a revival or a preaching mission or
an evangelistic campaign or a missionary forward movement or the
Call of the Cross, in the final analysis these terms when used by us
speak of the effort made toward a larger expansion of our work, reach-
ing the masses with the Gospel-message. It is for this reason that the
reading of such books as that by Beardsley, A Mighty Winner of Souls,
referring to the evangelistic efforts of Finney, or Beardsley’s History of
American Revivals or Shearer’s Old-time Revivals will not only prove
to be interesting and stimulating but will also warn us against wrong
methods used in revivals and against the teaching of doctrines that are
not taken from the Bible.

When conducting a so-called evangelistic campaign, we must first of
all keep in mind that souls can be saved only by the preaching of the
Gospel. The purpose of an evangelistic campaign must not be to atiract
crowds and hold them spellbound by all manner of anties and by
presenting all manner of interesting and startling facts, all of which
would also give a wrong impression of the Church and its purpose; nor
should the evangelist make the nervous system his target instead of
man’s conscience. If the doctrine as God has revealed it is not preached,
preaching cannot serve its purpose. And, of course, the revivalist should
always preserve that dignity in reference to language and manner which
his divine message demands.

The story of Finney’s life and the evangelist’s efforts make interesting
reading. Finney was born in 1792 and died in 1875. The biographer
gives Finney’s wrong view on Christ’s work of atonement in the follow-
ing paragraph: “He dissented from the view that Christ had literally
paid the debt of sinners. On the contrary, he affirmed that Christ had
died to remove an insurmountable difficulty in the way of God’s for-
giving sinners, so as to make it possible for Him to proclaim a universal
amnesty; the interests of ‘public justice’ demanded some substitute for
the penalties of a broken Law; and since Christ had honored the Law
in His obedience and death, it was safe for God to pardon any and all
men who would repent of their sins and believe in Him. Christ's death
did not cancel sin in the sense of a literal payment of debt, but was
a condition to the forgiveness of sin, since it satisfied the demands of
‘public justice.” (Page 40.) Finney also did not believe in the total
natural depravity of man. Yet, according to his biographer, he believed
that man is a sinner who cannot save himself by his own works but
needs Jesus Christ, the Savior.

As an example of Finney’s work we are quoting the following para-
graph: “Charles P. Bush, who afterwards became an influential minister in
New York, but at that time was a student in the Rochester Academy and
had united with the Third Presbyterian Church under Mr. Finney’s min-
istry, wrote: ‘The whole community was stirred. Religion was the topic
of conversation in the house, in the shop, in the office, and on the street.
. .. The only theater in the city was converted into a livery-stable; the
only circus into a soap- and candle-factory. Grog-shops were closed;
the Sabbath was honored; the sanctuaries were thronged with happy
worshipers; a new impulse was given to every philanthropic enterprise;
the fountains of benevolence were opened, and men lived to do good.
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“‘And it is worthy of special notice that a large number of the
leading men of the place were among the converts —the lawyers, the
judges, physicians, merchants, bankers, and master mechanics. These
classes were more moved from the very first than any other. Tall oaks
were bowed as by the blast of the hurricane. Skeptics and scoffers
were brought in and a large number of the most promising young men.
It is said that no fewer than forty of them entered the ministry.

““It is not too much to say that the whole character of the city was
changed by that revival. Most of the leaders of society being converted
and exerting a controlling influence in social life, in business, and in
civil affairs, religion was enthroned as it has been in few places. . . .
Even the courts and the prisons bore witness in crime. The courts had
little to do, and the jail was nearly empty for years afterward.’

“The influence of this revival was felt throughout the length and
breadth of the land. The great cities especially were moved. It was
estimated that more than fifteen hundred towns and cities were blessed
with revivals of religion, and as many more felt the impulse of the move-
ment. During the first five months fifty thousand were converted, and
before the movement had spent its force, more than one hundred thou-
sand had been gathered into the churches of the nation.” (Pp. 90, 91.)

J.H.C. FrIiTz

The Business Administration of a Church. By Robert Cashman. Willett,
Clark, and Co., Chicago, Ill. 163 pages, 5% x8. Price, $1.50. May
be ordered through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson
Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

Pastors will find this quite a helpful book. One will not always
agree with the author, but will be grateful for many a practical sug-
gestion offered by him on such subjects as files and records, advertising
and publicity, the sexton, the use of one’s time, personal conduct, etc.

TH. LAETSCH

Our Glorieus Savior. Daily devotions covering the period from Janu-
ary 16 to March 1, 1938. By F.J.Lankenau., Concordia Publishing
House, St.Louis, Mo. 1938. 61 pages. Price: 5 cts. per copy,
postpaid; dozen, 48 cts., and postage; 100, $3.00, postage extra.

Besides the fact that this little devotional book for the Epiphany
season is well worth spreading for its own sake, there is an additional
reason, the publishers say, why this pamphlet should be distributed
widely: It prepares the way for, and introduces, the Lenten season.

May it find a larger market even than its predecessors!  Tueo. Hover

Proceedings of the Thirty-second Convention of the California and
Nevada District. 1936. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
1937. 20 pages. Price, 18 cts.

This report contains the record of the business transacted by this
convention, Taeo. HoYER
BOOKS RECEIVED

From the Judson Press, Philadelphia:

More World Stories Retold. Two hundred stories for retelling and
dramatization. By William James Sly. 297 pages, 5X7%. Price, $2.00.
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From the Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago:

Meditations. Suggested by Biblical and other poetry. By Laura
H.Wild. 150 pages, 4% X634. Price, $1.00.

From Harper & Brothers, New York and London:

Ninety-Nine Sermons for Children. A source-book of suggestion.
By Rev. G.B.F. Hallock, M. A., D.D. 119 pages, 5x8. Price, $1.00.

The Red Stocking and Other Christmas Stories. By Margaret W.
Eggleston. 153 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.50.

From Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Dreams Come True. By G.L.Wind. 161 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.00.

Practical Christian Living. Choice Thoughts for Daily Meditation.
Compiled by Zelma Argue. 32 pages, 514X 7%. Price, 25 cts.

Flowers of the New Life. Meditations on the Love of the Savior.
By Edwin Raymond Anderson. 73 pages, 54 X7%. Price, 35 cts.

My Human Best, Filled with the Spirit. (Quiet Hour Series.) By
Richard Ellsworth Day. 94 pages. Price, 35 cts.

From the Warner Press, Anderson, Ind.:
A Call to Prayer. By Vivian Ahrendt. 159 pages. Price, $1.00.

From Ernst Kaufmann, Chicago, Ill.:

Lutheran Elementary Schools. A catalog presenting the history,
purpose, status, and the program of the Lutheran schools within the
Northern Illincis District. By Paul T. Buszin and Alfred Schmieding,
Editorial Committee. 48 pages, 534 X734. Price, 15 cts.

From W. A. Wilde Company, Boston, Mass.:

The Christian Gentleman. By William H. Ridgway. 143 pages, 5X7%.
Price, $1.25.
From Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, London, Edinburgh:

Cut from the Loaf. Expositions and meditations from the writings
of James M. Gray, D.D., LL.D. Compiled and edited by William Marion
Runyan. Introduction by Will H.Houghton, D.D. 182 pages, 5X7%%.
Price, $1.50.
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