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E1n Pred1ger muss nicht al1eln w ei­
den, IJlso dass er die Schafe unter­
weise. wie sie rechte Christen Bollen 
sein. sondem auch daneben den Woel­
fen wehTen. dass sie die Schafe nicht 
angreifen und mit falscher Lehre ver­
roehren und Irrtum elnfuehren. 

LutheT. 

Es 1st k eln Ding. das die Leute 
mehr bel der Kirche behaelt denn 
die gute Predigt. - Apologie, A,.t. 24. 

If the trumpet give an uncertain 
sound who shall prepare himself to 
the battle? -1 COT. 14, ,. 
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should not be used in the service of sin, should not be spent in a 
life of estrangement from Jesus. In the same measure as the 
signs of Christ's second coming are being fulfilled, - and they see 
the Day approaching, - they should be in readiness, 2 Pet. 3: 10-14; 
for that will be the day of their complete, everlasting redemption, 
Luke 21: 28; Rom. 8: 18. In view of this fast-approaching Day, 
every Christian ought to follow the admonition of the writer, v. 24, 
so that he, like his High Priest, may say: Heb. 2:13 b; John 17:12. 

This beautiful passage is admirably chosen as the text for 
the first message in the Advent season, the opening Sunday of 
the new church-year. Like the standard Gospel-lesson it pre­
sents to the congregation The Glorious Advent Message. It speaks 
of the King who is also our High Priest, and it exhorts us to come 
to Him and vow faithful allegiance to Him. One may word the 
theme thus: Confidently We Enter into the New Church-year with 
Our Great High Priest. He is the firm Foundation of our faith. 
He is the never-failing Fountain of our hope. He is the perennial 
Well-spring of our love. - Many contracts and pacts are only tem­
porary, ending at the close of the year. Not so God's covenant. 
Is. 54:5-10. At the Portals of the New Ch1Lrch-year Our High 
Priest Greets Us. He assures us that the way to the throne of 
God is still open for us, 19-22. He pleads with us to remain 
His loyal servants, 23-25. - God's mercy was new every morning 
in the old church-year, also this morning. Lam. 3: 22,23. At the Be­
ginning of the New Church-year let Us Pledge Anew Our Loyalty. 
Let us make diligent use of the way He opened for us. Let no one 
rob us of the profession of our faith. Let us incite others to true 
discipleship (and for this purpose attend church regularly).­
Let Us Hold Fast the Profession of Our Faith. Because then alone 
the way to God will remain open to us. Because then alone we 
shall help others to walk this way. - Were the services attended 
as well during the last year as they ought to have been? In the New 
Church-year let Us Not Neglect Church Attendance. In church 
we meet our great High Priest. Here we are encouraged to a 
living faith and hope. Here we can incite our brethren to love 
and good works. TH. LAETSCH 

~ . ~ 
~tebigtentwutf filr ben erften &biJentfljfunntllg 

B u f. 1, 67-80 
("t~omajiu~~~etifoj)enrei1.Je ) 

@in neueB SHrdjenjaqr 1 ~ir benIen oefonber§ an ba§, llJa§ un§ 
llJii~renb ber fommenben 3llJolf .:monate im ®eiftIidjen neborfteIit. ~as 
ift es, ~adj9±um obcr mucrgang in ber @rfennini§, @5iiidung ober ~o~ 
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naqme im ®Iauben, ijiirberung in ber .\)eiHgung ober @daHung ber 
£tebe, ein fefteG 580runeifen aUf bem fdjmalen jilleg ober eine aUmiiljIidje 
ober bieUeidjt audj pfiitIidje <t)djtoenhtng iJum Breiten l1Beg !jiniiber, ber 
iJur 58erbammniG fiiqr±? IDeit foIdjen ernften ®ebanfen beginnt ber auf~ 
ridjtige G£ljrift baG neue ~irdjenjaqr. l1Benn toidIidj ber 2tbbent ~@fu 
ftattfinbet unb er aUfG neue bei unG ein3ielj±, fo qat eG feine mot. Unler 
)te6t Deigt un0, 

~ie ltJid)tig ei3 ift, bUll ltJit bUG neue Slitd)enjuljt mit ~u lieginnen 
1mb i.1olIenben 

@r berf djafft unG niimrtdj 

1. @rfiifung bon unfern ijeinbenj 

2. @denntng beG .\)eiIG; 

3 . .\)eHigleit unb ®eredjtigfeH, bie ®oti ge~ 

fiiIIig finb. 
1 

Unier )te6t entljiiH ben fdjiinen 20bgefang (Benedictus), ben 
2adjariaG nadj ber mefdjneibung feine0 <t)iiqnlein0 ~oljanne0 anftimmte. 
~aG £teb Deigt, toa0 ®oti burdj ben nun erfdjeinenben IDeeHiaG aU0~ 
ridjten toerbe unb toaG bie :itiitigfeU beG ~oqanneG fein foUe. 580r aUen 
~ingen ift e0 ba0 erftere, toaG 2adjarias in berebten jillor±en ).lrdft. 
@r rebet bon bet @tIiifung, bie butdj ben IDeeflias aUGgefi!ljr± toerben 
toiitbe. Eu beadjten finb bie 2tu0btiicfe "etIiifen", "tetien", ,,£tdjt in 
ber ijinftetnW' unb "im <t)djatten bes )tobes". 

jilla0 ift bamit gemein±? @G ift fIat, baB 2adjatias in biIbIidjen 
2tuGbriicfen tebet. <t)eine l1Bor±e miidjten auf ben erften mnd aUetbingG 
eine IeibIidje, irbifdje ~eutung etforbern, afG ob et bon cinet feinblidjen 
poritifdjen IDeadjt tebe±e. 2tbet 58. 77 aeig±, ban et bon geiftIidjen ~ingen 
ljanbert, bon bet: <t)iinbe unb mefteiung bon iqret <t)djufb, <t)itafe unb 
.\)errfdjaf±. ~et: <t)inn bet jillor±e ift: @denntng bes .\)eiIs, bie in 58et~ 
gebung iqret <t)iinbe befteljt (f 0 bie .\)itf djlietget mibeI). ~ie <t)iinbe ift 
eine f djtedlidje IDladjt, bie unG betfIudjt unb betbammt. G£qtiftuG bringt 
vtetiung. 

~atum toitb et audj baG .\)orn beG .\)eUG genann±, j8.69. .\)orn ift 
tin <t)~mbol bet <t)±iide. IDlan benIe an einen <t)tier, ber mit ben $:;Ii.ir~ 

nern feinen ®egner bernidj±et. ~@fus ift ber .\)eiI unb vtettung bringenbe 
miidjtige ~iimpe. 

jillie getoiB ift bodj bie0 aUeG I <t)djon bie ~ropqeten ljaben babon 
getoeiGfagt, bom $:;IeiIigen ®eift geitielien, j8. 70. ®o±t felber !jat cinen 
munb gemadjt, ber gerube biefe $:;IiIfe in fidj fdjIoB, 58.72. j8gI. ®en. 
17,7. - @r !jai fein j8erfpredjen lieftiitigi burdj einen @ib, j8. 73. j8gI. 
®en. 22, 16. - <t)o qaben toir feinen ®runb, an ber jillaljrljeit bicfer 
iBo±fdjaf± bon ~@fu 9tettung au iJtoeifeln. 
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@ift bie£l abet: audj filt: un§ unb nicgt ethla oIoB filt: Z5£lraeI ~ 2Bie 
m. 79 aeigt, ift bie§ .\>eiI veftimmt filr aUe, Die ba fitcn in 3'infterni§ 
Hnb im 6cgatten be§ ~obe£l, alfo filr aUe Menfcgen. 

;r,a Z5®fu§ ber metter ift, finb tnir liei iljm geoorgen. 

2 
21:ucg <Edenntni£l be£l .\>eig tnirb biefer meHer berlei~en. 2adjm:iael 

oefcgreiDt m. 76 f. ba£l aufiinftige mJerr feineel 6oljnlein£l. ®r fagt, bie£l 
frinlJIein tnerbe ®dcnntni§ beel .\>eiI6 liringen. 

,;soljanneel lja± bael getan. 21:ver freiIicg ftanb er tm ;r,tcnft eineG 
.\>oljeren. ®r tnar nur mJegoereiter, .\>anlJIanger, ;r,icner. (l5r fonnte 
nur, tnie er felo]t fagt, mit mJaffer taufen, bael ljeit( nur bael iiuterIicge 
mJerr berricf)ten; ben .\>eiHgen ®eift, ber aud) in feiner ~aufe gefd)enH 
tnurbe, mU13te ber MeHiael geoen. 60 ift eel bodj (fljriftU£l feloft, ber 
burd) feinen ;r,iener biefe ®denntni6 bedeiljt. 

mJiiljrenb bie ®rfofung aUBerljalo nnferer ~erfon. aUf ®oIgatlja, 
auf±anbe fam, finbet ®denntni§ bc53 .\>ei1el in nnel ftatt. ~el ift bamit 
nidj±6 anbercel gemeint aI§ ber ®rauoe fellift. mgI. ,;sol). 17,3. ®el ift 
ljier meljr veocidjnet ag ®denn±ni6 bc53 frojJfe§, niimIidj .\>erilen§~ 

edenntniel, bie ein ®rgreifen Z5®fU in ficg fdjIiett. 
Oljne ®Iauoen giot e£l feine 6eIigfeit, ,;solj. 3, 36. ,;s<Efus fdjenH 

uns biefen ®Iauoen ober biefe <Errenntni£l burdj bie ®nabenmitteI, oe~ 
;onbersburdj bas bon feinen ;r,ienern gejJrebigte )lBor±. Iffitrb bas neue 
,;saljr mit iljm angefangen unb fortgefeJ.o±, bann ljat £53 audj in biefem 
6±iilf feine 9Co±. 

3 
;r,er Meffias tnirb audj bie£l berleiljen, bat tnir ®o±t bienen in 

.\>eiIigfeit unb ®eredjiigfeit, bie iljm gefiiIHg finb, m.75. mJo ber 
®Iauoe if±, ba ift audj tnaljrer ;r,ienft ®otieel, oa ift man ber 6ilnbe 
gef±oroen unb [eDt ®o±t in t:rljrifto ,i'5®fu, unferm .\><Ertn, mom. 6, 11. 

OotnoljI gu±e mJede nicgt hl ben .\>immel fjineinoringen, finb fie 
bodj unumgiingfidj noitnenbig. 6ie flieten niimIidj gana 0011 feIoft au§ 
bem ®rauoen. 

)lBie fdjtner ift bod) ein mJanbeI in .\>eiIigfei± unb ®eredjtigfei± 
angefid)±6 ber bieIen merfudjungen unb 6djfingen 6atcm§ I t:rljriftu§ 
fdjenft ben 6einen ba£l )lBoUen unb bas moUVringen filr einen folcgen 
2BanbeL 2adjaria§ rebet ljierbon aI53 bon einer ®aoe @o±te§, m.73. 
21:udj bie )lBede ber .\>eiIigung finb ein ®eid)enf bon oOen. 

21:n ber .\>anb be§ .\>eiIanbe§ oraudjen tnir alio nidjt all IJerilagel1. 
@;r lllirb un§ aUe§ geoen, tna§ notig ift. ~m .\>inond' aUf Hin treten tnit 
getroft ins neue S'rirdjenjaljr cin. )lB. ~ r n b t 

••• 


