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Theological Observer. — Kird)lid)-Beitge{dhichtliches.

I. Awmerika.

Die Humaniftifde Borbildbung der Prediger. Unfere Shnode erdriert
feit Jabren bdiefen Gegenftand. Sie erfennt, daf aud) auf diefem Gebiet
Der theologidjen Borbilbung fid) ein Mangel bemerfdar madgt. Das bis-
berige Survey Committee Hat fid) Darilber alfo ausgejprodjen: “The place
of languages in ministerial training. If in our ministerial training, both
pretheological and theological, we lose sight of the objectives accepted
by Synod in the meeting at St. Louis in 1926, we shall lower the standards
which our Church in America has upheld since the founding of the first
Concordia at Altenburg, in 1839, and which the Lutheran Church of Ger-
many and the Scandinavian countries established and maintained with
consistent endeavor these four hundred years. The training that we have
hitherto offered is in keeping with the humanistic ideals of the age of the
Reformation. This means, briefly stated, that the social sciences, the
natural sciences, and mathematical learning were made secondary and
subservient to linguistic training in our pretheological schools. What is
to be said at the present time with regard to this policy? Shall we lower
the standards of our language requirements in keeping with certain modern
demands? . .. ‘In the same measure that the Gospel is dear to us should
we zealously cherish the languages. Let this be kept in mind, that we
shall not preserve the Gospel without the languages.’ (Luther.)” ®ie
Ghnode Hat diefe Sadje und bdie dbamit zujanumenfangende Frage betreffs
ber Berldngerung bed Gymmafialfuriug einem Komitee zur fveiterem Prii-
fung itbexgeben. Hucdh in Deut{dhland bejdhaftigt man fidg mit diefer Sade.
Aud) in der Yutheriffen RKirde Deut{hlands {teht nidt alled fo, vie e3
jollte. Die ,Wllg. Eb.-Luth. Kirdengeittung” vom 15. Juli beridhtet fol-
genbe3, wovon nidt alled, aber dod) bieled auf unfern Fall feine Univen-
pung findet,

»Der Mangel Yumanijtijher Bildbung bei den jungen Theologen bedroht
inumer mefr die geiftige $ohe bed Tinftigen Raftorenftandesd. Yus diefer Sorge
toenben fich die drei dlteften Wrofejforen der Theologie in Halle, Feine, Fider
und Kattenbdbuid), an den ebangeliffen Oberfirdenrat mit einem Untrag,
unberziiglidh eine dmderung der fiir Rirdhe und theologijde Wiffenjhaft
gletdgermafen bedroflidgen RLage BYerbeizufithren. Die Eingabe oll aud
bem Deutjden evangelijdjen Sirdenbunbdesrat und jamiliden deutiden eban-
gelifch-theologifdhen Fafultaten iiberreiht tverden. Sie lautet: ,Die Wor=
bilbung ber ebangelifden Theologen erfiillt ungd mit inumer tpadfender
Sorge. Der Riidgang in der Kenninid der alten Spraden, {Hon lange
eine {hivere SHhadigung bed afabemifen Unterridhis, Hat fich in bem lehien
Jabren in erfdredendem Make gefteigert. Die Folgen geigen fid) deutlidh:
Univiffenbeit und Unfiderheit in dem, wad unumganglide Voraudfebung
be3 afabemifdjen vie Ded durd) dasd gange RLeben fortzufebenden theologis
fen Stubiums ift, verbindet fid) mit Geringidabung Hoherer fpradlider
Bildbung und dasd Juriidbletben {pradlicher und damit aud) geiftiger Durd)-
bilbung mit bem Buriidijtehen evangeliich-theologifder Arbeit auf veridie-
Denen miffenfdaftlien Gebieten. Diefe Folgen werden fih aldbald in



Theological Observer. — Sirdlic)-Bettge{dhichiliches. 943

allgenteinem Umfange ausipirfen: in dem Sinfen ber theologifchen Durd-
jdnittsbilbung, in dem fwiffenjhafilicgen Buriidireten ded Proteftantidmus,
im RNacdlajjen der Mitarbeit der evangelifen Theologie an demt geiftigen
Leben de3d Chriftentums. Die jept geldjafferen Spradjenfonvifte find nur
Notbehelfe. Sie find fein ausreihender Criab fiir die PMingel der Bor-
bildbung. €3 ift gang unmodglid, dap in der fiix thren Rehrplan zur Ver-
filgung {tefenden furgen Beit die fichere Veherrihung der bdrei Sprachen
gefvonnen foird, de allein wiffenidaftlide Selbjtandigteit gemwdhrleiftet. Dad
{bel muf bielmehr an der Wurgel angefaht werden. Wdahrend die fatho-
lifche Rirdge daran feftgehalten Yat, daf mur Ybiturienten mit der Reife
de3 humaniftifGen Gpmnafiums fiiv dag Studbium der Theologie angenom=
men fwerden, Haben bdie evangelifden Kirdjen verjdhiedenen Kongefjionen
gugeftimumt und fogar den von der Realihule Kommenden dad theologifche
Gtudium gedffuet. Der Theologenmangel Hat der epangelifhen Kirdge
jeinergeit bagu die Weranlafjung und damit eine geiviffe Entjdulbdbigung
gegebenn.  @€r befteht gegentvirtig nidgt medr, und damit entfdllt jedivede
Entfduldigung. Damit fallt auf die evangelifde Kirdhe die Verantwortung
fiix die geniigende Durdhbildbung ifhrer Theologen jebt aufs meuwe in Dder
gangen Sdivere. Uns erfdeint e ald dasd dringende Gebot der Stumbde,
pafy alle CrmdBigungen in der {pradiichen BVorbildbung ber ebangelifchen
Theologen aufgehoben und daf zum Stubium ber Theologie nur die auf
einem humaniftifen Ghmnafium Borgebildeten zugelafien fwerden. Die
ebangelifde Rirdge Hat Hitterin zu fein des geiftigen Erbed der Rirdpe aller
Beiten, gumal de3 foftbaren, dasd ifr bon der Reformation ald unentbehr-
lidjed Rebensgut und ald unerlaflide Piht itberanttvortet tworben ift.
€3 gebt jebt um den wiffenfdaftliden Beruf ded Proteftantidmus, e3 geht
um die geiftige Jufunft der evangelifen Kirche. D.Dr. Feine. D. Dr. Fider.
D. Dr. Qattenbufc. e.

Dns Grgebnis ded Hrdiliden Senfus in Wmerifa. Unter diefer {iber=
fdhrift Derichtet der ,Ruth. Herold” ausd dem ,Friedensdboten”, dem Blait
per Unierten Hierzulande: ,Die Kirden Haben zivar unter dem Drud der
Not jdhwer gu fampfen, fofern die PMittel in Vetradt fommen, ihre Werfe
eiterzufithren; ober e3 ift fiiv fie eine Erntegeit gefomumten, ivo fie mit
neuer Freude ifhre gottgegebene Aufgabe erfiillen fonnen, dDen Yrmen zu
Pelfen, bie Traurigen zu irdften, die Werzagtenm zu ermuntern und die
von ©ott Gefegneten zu groperem Cifer im Dient der Riebe anmzufeuern.
Dasg ift dad Crgebmid der Jdahlforjdung D. LQinn Kiefferd, der ald Tad=
folger Dr. Carroll jdhelich) tm Christian Herald iiber die Zahl der Kirdhen-
mitglieber unfers Ranbed berichtet. €3 find nur Jahlen, zum Teil leere
Bafhlen, die feine Gewalhr fiir die Starfe der Glaubensfrajt geben; aber
fie zeigen dod), dak Die Gegner ded Chriftentums tm Jrrium fvarven, ald fie
vorausfagten, Dap bdie Sirchen ihren Cinflufy verlieren umd ausjterben
fpiixben. Statt bes von ibhnen erhofften Rildgangs fveift namlid) dasd ver-
gangene Jabr eine Junalhue von 483,656 Gemeindegliedern auf. Jn eimer
befonbderen Bablentafel tweift der Forider nadh, iwie die Jafhl der Kirdjen-
mitglieder im Wergleid) zur Vevslferungdzahl des Lanbdes feit 1800 von
Sahraehnt gu Jahrzehnt jtetig gugenonunen Hat. Wir greifen die folgenden
Bahlen heraus. Jm Jabhre 1800 iparen von je 100 Bemwohnern ded Lanbdes
je 6.8 Kivchenmitglieder, 1850: 15.2, 1900: 32.7, 1980: 40.1.
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oD. Rieffer Hat {ehr fleihig gearbeitet. Er YJat in diefem Jahr eine
Reibe pon Religiondgemeinfdaften und Wereinigungen mit religitfen Be=
ftrebungen mitgezaflt, bon denen frither feine Ungaben zu erbhalien fvaren.
Ein Bergleid mit dem lebtidhrigen BVericht zeigt, daf die Bahlen in bielen
Fallen niedriger find. Das fat darin feinen Grund, daf er die Jabhl-
methobe einfeitlid) geftaltet Yat, indem er fie in Einflang gebradt Hat mit
ben Benfudmethodben der Regierung. Danad) fverden nur jolde, die brei=
gehn Jabre alt und dariiber find, ald RKirdenmitglieder gezdahlt. Mancje
RKirdjen beridjteten frither die Bafhl der Getauften, zdhlien alfo die Kinmber
mit. D. Rieffer Jat i) die Miihe gemadyt, den lebtjdhrigen Vervidit auf
biefer Grundlage wmauarbeiten, um ein treued Bild der wirflidgen Junahme
geben zu ffnnen. Wir laffen eine furge Jufammenfajfung feiner B[ahl-
tafeln folgen. Unfern RQefern fwird ed auffallen, baf Hier der Naute unjerer
Rirge fehlt. Der Jabhlforfder Hat offenbar angenonunen, dap bie drei
Rirdjen, bie bdie DVegeidgmung .evangelif)® fithren, zu einer Hrdliden
Familie gehoren. Hoffentlid) vird er im nadjten Jahr diefen Jrrium
beridhtigen. Seine Bahlen fiir die Gpangelijde (unierte) Shnode bon Nord-
amerifa jindb: INitglieder: 255,141; Abnafhme: 2,683.“

RKirdhengemeinidaften. INitglieder.  Junabhme.
Katholifen (iveftliche), 3 Korperichaften......... 14,528,176 15,243
Baptiften, 18 Krperfhaften ...t 9,067,152 139,526
Methodiften, 19 Korperfhaften ... ...t 8,185,627 46,225
Fiidifhe Gemeinden ... ... ... iviiiiii 4,081,242  ......
LQutheraner, 17 Kbrperfdaften ....... ... ... 3,032,350 49,126
Presdbyterianer, 9 Kdrperidhaften ............. 2,557,541 16,676
Jitnger Chrifti, 2 Korperidaften ........... .. 1,865,979 —4,477
Epiffopale ..ot e 1,261,158 6,931
Songregational-Chriftianer ......... ... .. ... 1,010,341 — 736
Jteformierte, 4 Kbvper{dhaften ........... ... .. 563,580 2,981
Mormonen, 2 Korperjdaften ................ 557,541 11,473
RKatholifen (5ftlidge), 8 Kbrperidaften.......... 535,503 1,300
Gvangelijdhe, 3 Korperidhaften .........o.. ... 479,967 —2,288
LBereinigte Veritber in Chrifto, 3 Kbrperidhaften.. 877,214 3,073
Chriftlide Wiffenfdhaft ...... ...ttt 202,098 ......
Abventiften, 5 Korperidaften ......... ... ..., 169,189 6,854
Britder (Dunfards), 4 Kbrperfdaften.......... 167,317 11,319
Asgemblies of God ................... ... 109,045 12,491
Pennoniten, 16 Korperfdaften .......... .. .. 102,180 2,125

Bufemmen ... 48,803,200 317,842
firden, die tweniger al8 100,000 Mitgliever

Baben, gufammen ....... ...l 949,243 115,814

Gefamtzahl ... 49,752,443 433,656

Lutheran Statistics. — From the Kirchliche Zeitschrift we take over
the following paragraphs: —

“Seventeen general bodies of Lutherans in the United States totaled
4,228,268 in baptized membership at the close of the last calendar year, as
far as reports were ready by April 1, and 2,853,267 in communicant mem-
bership, a gain of 46,470, or 1.65 per cent. over the figures of the preceding
year, according to figures released by the Rev. Dr. L. Kieffer, statistician of
the National Lutheran Council.



Theological Observer. — Sivd)lich-3eitgechichtliches. 945

“Of these 1,384,975 were members of the United Lutheran Church in
America; 1,368,830 were members of the American Lutheran Conference,
comprising the American Lutheran Church, the Augustana Synod, the Nor-
wegian Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Free Church, and the United Danish
Synod; and 1,332,421 were members of the Synodical Conference, com-
prising the Missouri Synod, the Joint Wisconsin Synod, the Slovak Synod,
the Norwegian Synod, and the Negro Missions.

“The greatest gains in membership were in the United Lutheran
Church, with an increase of 16,505; the Missouri Synod, with an increase
of 16,153; the Norwegian Lutheran Church, with an increase of 7,676
and the Augustana Synod, with an increase of 4,225,

“Bodies which decreased in membership were the Eielsen Synod, with
100 decrease; the Danish Lutheran Church, with 716; the Norwegian
Synod, with 321, and the Icelandic Synod, with a decrease of 3.

“Comparing the United States Census figures of 1926 for ‘members
thirteen years and older,” with the estimated like figures for 1931, Dr. Kief-
fer reports a five-year gain of 194,630, to which the United Lutheran
Church contributed a gain of 125,764, the Missouri Synod a gain of 40,256,
the Finnish Apostolic Church a gain of 17,799, the American Lutheran
Church a gain of 10,941, the Augustana Synod a gain of 5,653, the Negro
Missions a gain of 3,756, the United Danish Church a gain of 2,568, and
the Finnish Suomi Synod a gain of 2,047, while the Joint Wisconsin Synod
registered a loss of 12,236 and the Norwegian Lutheran Church a loss of
11,463. Communicant membership for the seventeen bodies totaled 2,853,267
in 1931 as compared with 2,806,797 in 1930. The total number of ministers
increased from 11,336 in 1930 to 11,735 in 1931, while churches inecreased
from 15,238 to 15,501.

“The communicant membership of nearly 3,000,000 is allocated to the
general bodies as follows: United Lutheran Church, 962,461; American
Lutheran Church, 328,602; Augustana Synod, 236,617; Norwegian Lu-
theran Church, 319,484; Lutheran Free Church, 30,504; United Danish
Church, 21,419; FEielsen Synod, 900; Church of the Lutheran Brethren,
1,200; Danish Lutheran Church, 13,816; Icelandic Synod, 1,607; Finnish
Suomi Synod, 22,711; Finnish National Church, 6,061; Finnish Apostolic
Church, 25,300; Missouri Synod, 697,270; Joint Synod of Wisconsin,
153,506; Slovak Synod, 8,675; Norwegian Synod, 5,351; Negro Missions,
3,756; independent Lutheran congregations, 14,027.”

Note. — The above statement that “the United Lutheran Church con-
tributed a gain of 125,764, the Missouri Synod a gain of 40,256 communi-
cant members” is not fully consistent with the fact since the United States
Census for 1926 is not quite correct. According to our own statistics we
had 645,345 communicant members in the United States in 1926 and 716,091
in 1931, a gain of 70,746. Mention should be made also of the fact that
we changed from “souls” to “baptized members,” thus excluding thousands
of our non-Lutheran unbaptized Sunday-school children. There are en-
rolled in our Sunday-schools and day-schools more than 40,000 children
of non-Lutherans. So our 1931 figures are too low in compaerison with the
figures of 1926.

The United States Census for 1926 gave us 686,688 members of thir-

60
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teen years and over, while the children in our churches are confirmed at
the age from thirteen to fourteen years. The result is a difference of a few
thousands of communicant members; that is to say, the census gives us
a few thousands of communicant members more than we really have. Our
1931 figures cannot be compared with the United States Census of 1926.
The method used in arriving at the above statement is an application
of the percentage of thirteen years and over, which in 1926 in our Synod
was 69.4 per cent. The Missouri Synod has now 1,120,156 baptized mem-
bers in the United States only. 69.4 per cent. of this is 777,388 communi-
cant members, or since 1926 (686,688) a gain of 90,700. However, as we
have already said, a correct comparison of our statistics with the United
States Census, or a comparison of “souls” with “baptized members” is al-
most impossible. E. E.

The Church in Politics. — History informs us what is liable to
happen when the Church enters the political arena. There was a time when
President Andrew Johnson was considered by many a failure and a fit
subject for impeachment. In the light of history he now bears a different
character. But what happened in the days of his incumbency of the
Presidency? The Tragic Era, by Claude G. Bowers, published by the
Literary Guild of America, 1929, relates this, naming its sources: ‘“Then

five days of utter madness. . . . One of the persecuted Senators wrote
years later in cold blood that the conspirators were ready for assassina-
tion. . . . But intimidation — that was the thing! The Grand Army of

the Republic, then a political machine, was making flourishing demands.
The Methodist Episcopal Church, in General Conference in Chicago, was
prevented from adopting a resolution for an hour of prayer for conviction
only by the sanity and moral sense of an aged member, who reminded
ministers of the sanctity of an oath. But Bishop Simpson ... rose to the
occasion with an amendment for an hour of prayer ‘to save our Senators
from error’” And that was unanimously agreed upon. (P.193.) The
General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church at Washing-
ton acted along the same lines. (P. 195.) A prayer there offered need
not be reproduced here. When the Church stands on the clear Word of
God, she stands on safe ground. But in matters not decided in Seripture
the churchmen are as liable to err as the politicians, and when they pre-
sume to clothe their politcal views and judgments with the authority of
God, they disgrace the Church and the Gospel. The unthinking will blame
the Church and the Gospel for the mistakes of the theological politicians.
Bishop Simpson was certainly convinced of the justice and wisdom of his
position, but he had no right to back it with the authority of God. The
churchman is not infallible on political questions and may lose his balance
in the turmoil of political warfare as well as others. For good and sufficient
reasons God has commanded the Church to keep out of politics. History
shows why. But the lesson of history is falling on deaf ears. Says the
Lutheran Herald of July 19: “Is the Church in possession of all facts
regarding state, national, and international questions to such an extent
that it can determine in every case what is right and wrong and with
dictatorial authority demand in the name of God what must be done? The
Pope claims this authority, but not the Protestant Church. We notice
that the Methodists in their convention at Atlantic City decided that
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Article 231 of the Versailles Treaty should be altered to remove the German
war guilt clause. It passed resolutions favoring our ratification of the
World Court protocol and our entry into the League of Nations. They
demanded that Orientals should be included in the quota of immigration
laws; that pacifists should not be barred from citizenship; that exemption
clauses should be allowed Methodists as well as Quakers; that military
training in all civilian educational institutions should bhe abolished. . . .
We object to Congress’s settling our religious questions, and we believe
Congress and the Supreme Court should refuse to take dictation from
a church convention.” In an article on “Resubmission or Repeal of the
Eighteenth Amendment” it said on July 26: “Furthermore, we do not
believe it advisable” (make it stronger!) “for churches to open their doors
to political or semipolitical organizations who for the ‘good of the cause’
are anxious to get into the churches and collect money for the support of
political candidates and thus drag the Church into the intrigue, chicanery,
trickery, and underhanded work of political schemers. Let them have
a hall and discuss their political matters there. It is not the duty of the
pastor to tell his Democrats, Republicans, Farmer Laborites, Prohibi-
tionists, or Socialists what ticket to vote.” E.

Die Treibfraft der rimifden Preffe. Wahrend protejtantijhe NRedbat-
teure itber Berlufte an LQefern ihrer Beitfdhriften zu flagen Haben, getvinnt
die fatholifhge Preffe Hiergulande ftetig an PMadt. Kiirzlid) Hat Dr. James
€. Clatfe, der Redafteur Hed Presbyterian Advance, den in Wafhington,
D. €., verfammelten protejtantijhen Redafteuren firchlicher Bldatter nady-
folgenden Brief gefdrieben, den da3 baptiftifhe Blatt Watchman-Ezaminer
teitergibt. Wir (utherifhen Paftoren Haben alle Urfache, iiber das Ge-
jagte nadzudenten und um fo melhr um Rejer unferer Vlditer zu werben.
Daz Papfttum madt {id) wabhrlid) die Prejje, die LQuiher alsd ein gefegneted
Pittel zur BVerbreitung ded Epangeliumsd o Hod) anpries, zunube. Wit
lefen in dem genannten Brief:

“As you know, there has been a steady deehne in the circulation of
Protestant religious periodicals during the past fifteen years. I undertook
this spring an investigation of the situation in the Catholic Church, and
I discover that in the ten-year period from 1920 to 1930 Catholic news-
papers as a whole practically doubled their circulation. They have sus-
tained a loss during the last year or two, but not nearly so serious a loss
as in the case of Protestant papers, which indicates that there is more
general interest in church periodicals among Catholics than among
Protestants.

“That is rather a surprising statement to make, but it seems to be
an indisputable fact. It is unquestionably due to a church-wide deter-
mination on the part of Catholic leaders to create, from the church point
of view, a more intelligent and better-informed constitueney. I requested
specific information on this point from Humphrey E. Desmond, who has
succeeded his father as editor of the Catholic Citizen in Milwaukee, and
he confirms my conclusion, stating that the circulation gains have been
‘largely due to an intemsive promotional campaign for the Catholic press
during this period,’” the past fifteen years.

“As you probably know, the elder Desmond, long editor of the Catholic
Citizen, died this spring, and it was he who was largely responsible for
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the movement in the Catholic Church. His son and successor writes:
‘About 1911 my father suggested a Catholic Press Sunday, with the idea
that that particular Sunday in the year would be used for sermons on
the Catholic press in all Catholic churches. From this beginning has
come the present Catholic Press Month; and in February of each year
many sermons are delivered on the subject of the support of the Catholic
press, and many programs are arranged for Catholic parochial schools,
academies, and colleges. This has been very successful propaganda.’

“It seems to me that the contrast between the situation in the Protes-
tant churches and that of the Catholic Church is a matter of intense in-
terest. It is a rare exception that a Protestant minister or Protestant
church official makes any effort to push the circulation of church-papers.
Indeed, it is a very common thing in our Church for pastors and sessions
to refuse to permit their congregations to be canvassed for any church
periodicals. But our Catholic brethren give a whole month to arousing
interest in their church periodicals. The priests preach on the subject,
and their young people are faithfully taught the value of a church-paper.
That is a tremendously significant fact.

“I might add that the latest copy of the Catholic Press Directory
lists 310 Catholic publications. Of the total 267 report their circulation,
giving an aggregate of more than 7,100,000. It occurs to me that it might
be of much interest to present these facts to the editors assembled in
Washington.” J.T. M.

A Shock to Darwinists. — Ehrlidje Gelefhrte haben {don fo oft dar-
auf Hingefviefen, wie unhaltbar vom miffenf@aftlien Standpunft aus bie
Cniwidlungslefre ift, dbaf man faum melr auf die Wiberlegungen iwiffen=
fhaftlicher Upologeten Hinweifen mag. Und dod ift died nitig. Die Un-
fwahrheit der Evolutioniften wird immer ivieder borgetragen, und zwar fo,
dafy alle Beugnifie wirklider Gelehrier ignoriert fverben. o bdiirfen denn
aud) wir nidt {Gweigen. Jm Moody Bible Institute Monthly lefen ir
unter der obigen fiber{drift itber died Thema:

“When it was learned that a salamander or a newt can reproduce
a Jost limb or an eye with a brand-new one, it came as a great shock to
the Darwinists. But when Hans Driesch showed how to separate the de-
veloping embryo in the four-celled or eight-celled stage in such a way that
each of these separated cells would develop into a perfect individual, the
entire mechanistic theory of heredity seemed to tumble in ruins. Even
the venerable theory of the three germ-layers of the embryo failed utterly;
for organs made of mesoderm cells are shown to be sometimes regenerated
from ectoderm cells, or wvice versa.

“In short, all the mechanical theories of heredity have broken down,
and with them the last refuges of mechanical explanations of life in other
departments of biology. In all living things we seem to be face to face
with the direct working of the Creator. And the persistent failures of
mechanistic scientists to obscure this great truth have served only to focus
the attention of the present generation on it in a way that makes it live
before us as never before.

“Scientists declare that their work is to push back the boundaries
between the known and the unknown. Too often it seems as if they are
trying to ‘explain’ the more mysterious phenomena of nature in terms of
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other processes which we think we already understand, but which in re-
ality are as unknown as ever in respect to a real cause other than the
direct act of the God of nature. It is thus that most of the phenomena
of nature have been ‘explained.’ As a matter of fact they have been ex-
plained away, and in no other department is this so true as in biology.

“This brings us to another great fact which is impressing the scien-
tific world more and more. I refer to the truth of life only from life.
Time and again since Pasteur demonstrated this truth nearly seventy years
ago, have we seen men come forward with the claim that at last they
have discovered how to make life where there was no life before. But
without a single exception have we seen these men acknowledge their com-
plete failure. And as long as scientists are not willing to draw the ob-
vious conclusion from this perpetual failure, just so long will men fool
away their own time and that of others in trying to rule God out of this
one very significant point in the works of His creation.

“A last fact in this series, and the only other one I have space to give
here, is the gradually dawning fact that organic evolution is breaking down
as a logical and scientific system.

“A work like that of Dr. Austin H. Clark’s The New Evolution, issued
about two years ago, shows the almost innumerable gaps in the system
as revealed by modern biological research. The figure of a genealogical
tree has often been used to illustrate the alleged common origin (stem
and root) of all the twigs and branches, the latter representing the modern
kinds of living things. As Clark candidly remarks: ‘The twigs of the tree
do not actually join the branches, and the branches do not join the main
trunk; and besides, the main trunk itself is not continuous. ... All lines
are broken by gaps which may be small and insignificant or broad and
striking.” (Pp. 181.183.)

“Additional evidence of this breakdown of evolutionary theory comes
to us from the address before the London meeting of the British Associa-
tion last autumn. One of the speakers, an ardent evolutionist, admitted:
‘There is no reptile alive to-day which can give rise to a mammal, no fish
that can become a reptile, and no animal that can become a man.’

“The standard alibi of the evolutionist that much of his important
evidence has been destroyed by the vicissitudes of the fossils in the rocks
did not seem to satisfy Professor D’Arcy Thompson, who was reported to
the following effect: —

““We have been told that rents have been torn in the veil which sur-
rounds the mystery of evolution and that this has irretrievably destroyed
chapters in the old book. That explanation does not suffice for me, and
I honestly believe that we are as ignorant as we were seventy years ago.

“‘In the great gaps between vertebrates and invertebrates there is
no possibility of one passing into the other. I am not defying the evidence
of evolution, but I believe that any attempt to find an invertebrate which
has passed into a vertebrate type is doomed to failure.

“Christian workers ought to know that the tide is turning among the
leaders in the scientific world. The outstanding truths of revealed religion
are being vindicated by modern research; and all Christians ought to be
apprehended of this situation.” J.T. M.
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Foreign Missions of Lutherans in America. — A general summary
of the Lutheran Foreign Mission statistics of the Lutheran churches
having headquarters in the United States and Canada, according to Rev.
George Linn Kieffer, D. D., Litt. D., Statistical Secretary of the United
Lutheran Church in America and Statistician and Reference Librarian of
the National Lutheran Council, states that there are 719 missionaries at
work in the fields in India, Africa, Argentina, British Guiana, China, New
Guinea, Madagascar, South Africa, Japan, Santal, India, and Persia, aided
by 5,446 native workers in 2,804 congregations, which have a baptized
membership of 247,762 and a confirmed membership of 103,698. The acces-
sions, according to the latest reports, were 14,721, and there were 16,305
inquirers. The Sunday-schools have 55,761 pupils; other mission-schools
number 1,772, with 60,690 pupils. The natives contributed toward the
work of missions $168,484. — From the News Bulletin of N.L.C.

Death of an Old Testament Scholar. — The Christian Century
reperts: “Dr.J. M. Powis Smith, Professor of Old Testament Language at
the University of Chicago, died September 26 aboard the Laconie in New
York harbor as he was returning from a summer in England. His death
was caused by cerebral hemorrhage. He was sixty-five years old. Dr. Smith
was closely identified with the late Dr. William Rainey Harper, first presi-
dent of the university, as student, literary secretary, and later as colleague.
At the time of his death he was vice-chairman of the Department of
Oriental Languages in the University. While Dr. Smith’s reputation for
scholarship was widely recognized by all specialists in his field and by his
many former students, his wider fame is due largely to the translation of
the Old Testament, which he edited and a considerable part of which he
himself made. He had reached the retiring age last December, but by
special request of the administrative authorities of the university had
continued his work till June, when his retirement became effective.” In
theology Professor Smith was an outspoken liberal, denying many of the
fundamental truths which Bible Christians hold dear.

I1. Ausland.

Bringing Back Fond Memories. — A description of the divine ser-
vices held in St. Thomas’s Church at Leipzig, Germany, attended by Dr. 1.
N. Nothstein on July 3 of this year, contains this interesting item: “After
the Communion service was concluded, the organ began playing an inter-
lude, during which the adults went out and little children hegan coming
into the church. At 11.30 the children’s service began, and a very im-
pressive service it was. The pastor conducted a liturgy, clad in the Luther
robe and ruff. The children took part in the responses in a very reverent
way. One part of the liturgy consisted of a repetition of a part of the
Catechism. There was a fifteen-minute intermission, during which classes
were conducted like in a Sunday-school. There followed a sermon on the
Gospel-lesson for the day from the pulpit. It was made attractive to the
children by being conducted in a conversational tone, questions being asked
by the pastor and answered by the audience. After a closing service and
a hymn the children’s congregation was dismissed with the benediction.”
(Lutheran, July 28, 1932.) The good old Christenlehre! Somewhat modi-
fied, but still the good old Ohristenlehre. E.
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Die fibertrittshemegung tn Teutid-Siterveid). Wie das ,Cb. Deut{d-
Tand” beridhtet, gelht die {tbertrittgbetvegung in Deut{d-Ofterreid) immer
foeiter. Wir lefen daritber: ,In Deutfd-Ojterreid find im bergangenen
Safr indgefamt 8,724 Perfonen gur ebangelijen Rirche itbergetreten. In
Deut{g=Hiterreid, in den deut{Gen Gemeinden von Bihmen, Mahren und
Galdb Sdlefien und in den t{hedhiffen Gemeinden desfelben Gebietes find
im Jafre 1931 zufammen 9,249 Perfonen zur evangelifdjen Kirdge iiber=
getreten. Bor dem frieg Detrug in dem gangen damaligen Ofterreid (zur
pem ja aufer den genannten Gebieten aud) nod) der verlorengegangene
Giiben bon PMeran bi8 Marburg und Trieft, ferner Halb Schlefien, ganz
Galigien und Vifoina gehorten) die Hidhitzahl der ilbertritte nidht gang
6,700.” I M.

Rev. E. 8. Jones Visiting China.— A news item in one of our ex-
changes tells us that next month Rev. E. Stanley Jones, the well-known
Methodist missionary in India, will leave India and go to China to spend
several months with the students of that country. He is quoted as writing:
“In July I go to China. The different bodies of China have sent an urgent
appeal to me to come to China this autumn. There is a race on between
Communism and Christianity for the soul of China, with Communism
leading. The students are the key to the situation. This invitation was
g0 pressing that I could not refuse.” The same communication reports
Rev. Jones as saying about the work of the last months in India: “The
last three months have been a period of intense national crisis. Gandhi
returned from the Round-table Conference, negotiations for a settlement
broke down, and he was swiftly sent to jail along with thousands of others.
With constant jailings and the lathi charges, my work seemed impossible.
But it has been the best three months I have ever had.” Seeing the zeal
of this man, who has but a very imperfect conception of Christ as our
Substitute, what should we say who through the grace of God have been
shown the full glory and significance of Calvary? A.

Der Qorvan verfagt. Yusd dem ,Vriider-Vot{dafter” gibt der ,Lluth.
Herold” bie folgende fiir die dhriftliche Mifjion in mohammedanifden Ldn=
pern auferft widtige Mitteilung iveiter:

»Cine foidtigere Nadridht ift fwohl feit langem nidt durd) die Blatter
gegangen als der Veridht eined Beitungsforrefpondenten in BVorderafien, dak
jig bie tiirFifde und die perfifdhe Regierung darauf geeinigt Haben, da3
Studium deg Epangeliums St. Iohannis in den Sdulen eingufithren] Dex
Soran, dad Jeilige Bud) der Mohammedaner, dad bigher dort ausjdhlielich
Derrjdhte, Yabe verfagt und fei fiix die Riidjtandigfeit dejer Deiden Volfer
perantiwortli); ofme religitfe Beeinflufjung aber diirfe die Jugend nidht
aufivadfen, und fo habe man fid) auf dad Studium ded Evangeliums &t. Jo=
bhannis geeinigt.

»Wenn fich) bie Nadjricht betwahrheitet, die am 4. Juni in ben Grofftadi-
zeitungen erfchien, fo bedeutet das einen Wanbdel bon faft unberedjenbarer
Tragivette. Und jelbft wenn dasz Evangelinm nidt an die Stelle bed Koran
gefett, fondern ihm nur eine Stellung neben diefem in Den Schulen diefer
Bilfer angeiviefen fein follte, fo ift aud) damit {Hon eine BVahn fiirx das
Chriftentum freigegeben, ivie man fie in abjehbarer Zeit nicht zu erhojfen
gefpagt Batte in diefen Qénbdern, fwo bidher ein fibertritt zum Chriftentum
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nur mit Rebensgefalr geivagt werden durfte; bdenn der mohammedanijde
Fanatidmus beberridte Volf3- und Staatsleben tvolljtandig. Wir leben
in Der Tat in Jeiten gewaltiger Uminalzungen auf allen Gebieten, ivie fie
bem Cintreten gang grofer Creigniffe boranzugehen pflegen!”

»Wenn {id) die Nadjridht befwahrheitet!” Dabon Hangt allerdings
viel ab. Der Veridht jedodh ftimmt im allgemeinen mit dem, was jonit
Mijjiondnadyridhten iiber RKemel Pajdhas Stellung zum Koran fagen. Neu-
lid) {oll diefer jogar Den Soran im Veifein bieler PManner mit dem Fup
durd) das Jimmer geftoBen Haben. R

Bormarid) ded J8lam in Oftafrife. Nad) den neueften Nadridpten
aud Ojtafrifa nimmt die Werbearbeit der Mohammedaner im Paregebirge
mit unberminbderter Sraft thren Fortgang. Bon bden 58,000 Betwohnern
De3 Gebirged {ind bereitd 30,000 Mohammedaner gefvorden, und dad in
Den fwenigen Jafren jeit der Vefebung Oftafrifasd dburd) die Englander. Wie
ilt diefer auBergefvihnliche Crfolg zu erflaren? — AI3 die Heine Sdar
Rettow=Borbedsd vor der Ubermad)t der Englander uriidiveihen mufte, dba
marcjdierten biele Regimenter mohammedanifd)=indijer Soldaten am Fuge
De3 Paregebirged entlang, um die Verfolgung der Deutfdhen aufzunefhmen.
Gofort lief das Geriicht durdh die Paretdler: ,Die mohanumedanijden Sol=
Daten da drunten fwerden eud) alle umbringen, wenn ihr nidt ihren Glau-
ben annefjmt!” Bu bdiefem erjten ®eriiht gefellte ji) bald ein ziveites:
@3 it der Wunjd) der neuen, englijhen Regierung, daf ihr feine Shenai,
baz Heift, Menfden ohne Jivilijation, melhr bleibt. Gebildete Leute jollt
ihr mwerden.” YuRer dem Curopder ift filr den Pareneger aber nur der
Mohammedaner ein gebildeter Menfd. Der Hohepunft ber Ungjt fwurbde
jedod) erreidht, al die Englander gleich nad) ihrem Eingug jamtlide beut=
fgen Miffionare und felbft die eingebornen EYriftenlefhrer zwang3eife ausd-
bem ebirge fortfithren liegen. NMunmehr galt e3 alg eine ausgemadte
Tatjadje, daf die Englander {elbft Mohammedaner fein miifgten. — UWber
nidht nur die Madt vilber Geriichte, aud) die eigentitmliche Urbeitsiveife ber
mohammedanifdjen Werber begiinftigte das dnelle BVorivartsdringen. Su=
nadit trieb jeder Mohammedaner, wesd Standed und BVerufed er aud) fein
modjte, mit grogem Cifer Miffionsarbeit. Die Hauptiacdhe aber, die zum
Grfolg fithrte, bejtand Darin, daf die mohammedanifden Werbearbeiter auf
jeden Unterricht verzichteten und feine innere Umivandlung irgendmelder
Art perlangten. Die bloke WillenSerflarung, fein berendeted Tier und fein
Sdyweinefleifd) zu effen, jondern nur nod) gefdladytetes Fleifd zu gentepen,
geniigte, und die Taufe wurbe vollzogen. — So {ind denn Taufende desd
Larevolfed aus Furdyt, aus Citelfeit, aus fHuger Berednung, aus Bequem=
lichteit Mohammedaner geworden. Daf ein aud derartigen Griinden voll=
gogener Maffeniibertritt auf die Dauer feine fwirfliden Lebensfrdfte in fich
birgt, liegt auf der Hand. Scdon find viele Hunberte ivieder abgefallen.
Die Gefamtlage ift fiir die Reipziger IMiffion, die im RParegebirge fiinf
Hauptitationen und bdierunddreiffig AugenplaBe unterhalt, {hon bdeshalb
alles anbdere al8 Hoffnungsdlos, weil ihre Chrijtengemeinden feft entj@lofjen
find, bem Ynfturnt der Mohammedaner entjdiedener ald je die Stirn zu
Dbieten. (Allg. Miffionsnadr.)
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