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Theological Observer. — Kirdjlich-Beitgejdhichtliches.

I. Amerika.

The Meaning of the Term “Day’’ in the Creation Account. —
The following excerpts are from an article by Prof. H. C. Leupold, which
appeared in the April and May issues of The Pastor’s Monthly. “This
matter did mot constitute a problem in days of old. The term day was
taken in its most common meaning to be a twenty-four-hour day. ... But
the standing tradition in this question was given a rude jolt at the time
when geologists began to make rather sweeping statements with regard
to what they had found, claiming that scientific proof was available demon-
strating the fact that the earth had passed through a succession of crea-
tive periods, each of rather long duration, which periods could clearly be
discerned by the scientist in the strata of rock or fossil-bearing rock with
which the scientist had familiarized himself. ... So a new trend sprang up
in the world of exegesis, a trend which in some cases simply capitulated
on the spot and said, ‘We must modify our interpretation so that it con-
forms to the latest achievements in science.’ Since day may be conceived
of as ‘period,’ men with surprising facility injected this view into the
Scriptural account. ... This type of interpretation is dominant in the
exegesis of the day. You find almost the entire corps of exegetes in
array over against you if you attempt to take the term day as did the
fathers. . . .

“Exegesis is not dependent upon, nor conditioned by, geology. It does
not arrive at certain results which must afterward be checked up against
the findings of geology and be rectified in accordance with the latest state
of this science. ... Just what does Gen. 1,5 mean? A literal translation
runs thus: ‘And it became evening, and it became morning, day one. ...
Let every man think soberly. What does this imply on the face of it?
What impression did the writer intend to convey? Answer: The same
impression that the Church has always gotten until somewhat more than
a century ago and the same impression we all get. The author is speaking
of a twenty-four-hour day. ...

“The objections urged against our view shall also be examined. 1) It
is objected that the term yom may mean ‘period.’” However, painstaking,
exact lexicographers like Koenig know nothing of this. The only mean-
ings he knows are these: a) ‘day’ in the broader sense (twenty four hours) ;
b) ‘day’ in the narrower sense, the light part of the twenty-four hours;
c) the general meaning, ‘time’; d) a figurative meaning, like ‘day of the
Lord.” Yet, though that ‘day of the Lord’ has none of the foregoing mean-
ings it certainly does not yet mean ‘period’ on that account. Men have
their ‘day’ when their season for action, for opportunity, comes. So it is
when the Lord has His day: it is a time for Him to get into action with
regard to works that He has long anticipated doing. But who has ever
dreamt of substituting a word like ‘period’ for this thought? That yom
should mean ‘period’ is pure fiction. 2) Perhaps the most common, at least
the most popular, argument that is advanced by the day-period advocates
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is the one derived from 2 Pet.3,8: ‘One day is with the Lord as a thou-

sand years.’ ... They should be sure, in order to give the thought of the
passage correctly, to add the second half of the verse: ‘A thousand years
are as one day.”’ ... A most unfortunate verse to quote here if it is mot

arbitrarily to be torn in half. But if they insist on using their half of
the verse alone, then it must follow that every time the word day is used
in reference to works that God does, then periods must be implied, as
Ex.13,4: ‘This day came ye out’ of Egypt. Certainly the word cannot
mean period in this instance. According to what principle is this newly
found meaning, then, to be applied? When it suits the purposes of him
who uses this meaning! ... 3) Then comes the somewhat alarming argu-
ment that in the creation account itself dey means period, namely, Gen.
2,4. ... The word day is here to be taken in the gemeral semse, ‘time,’
a sense which is common enough. ... 4) With a certain show of triumph,
however, men point to the fact that for the first three days there was
neither sun nor moon. However, the same expression is used after the
sun was created on the fourth day as was used for the days before. ...
The most that could be proved by such an argument would be perhaps
that the first three days were of different length than ordinary days.
But we still have the last three days to which this contention cannot
apply. Therefore the vote stands three against three. A deadlock! ...
But let it be remembered that this argument is built on the presupposi-
tion that day and night as we now have them cannot be except there be
a sun. Who knows enough about these matters as they originally stood
to advance any contention? ...

“But the argument that seems to carry most weight in our day is
the argument from geology. ... Let me emphasize first of all that this
problem, whether there were or were not long geologic periods, is still
a mooted one. ... Reputable geologists earnestly contend for a radically
different view. ... Herbert Spencer’s remarks on this point are interest-
ing: ‘Though probably no competent geologist would contend that the
European classification of strata is applicable to the globe as a whole, yet
most, if not all, geologists write as though it were so.” . .. Note what
Huxley in his day already had to say on the matter: ‘In the present state
of our knowledge and of our methods one verdict — “Not proven and not
provable” —must be recorded against all grand hypotheses of the paleon-
tologists respecting the general succession of life on the globe.’ . . . It
would be a mere trifle to cite countless cases where this order is absolutely
disregarded by rock formation.” (A number of cases cited by reputable
geologists are given.) ... “The ultrapositive claims in regard to the mat-
ter of long periods involved in the formation of the earth’s surface are
unsubstantiated theory or, to speak our mind freely, crude speculation.”

Another matter: All the labor spent by the theologian in making day
mean ‘“period” in order to harmonize Scripture and “science” is misspent,
since the siw “periods” of Scripture do not conform to the rather larger
number of periods which science has constructed, unless the theologian suec-
ceeds in making “six” mean twelve or any other number science may
at any other time demand. (Cf. Lehre und Wehre, 1919, Oct.; Theological
Monthly, 1924, Feb.) E.
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Beretnigung von Untervidtdanitalten in der Amerifanifd-QLuiherijden
Rirde. Jm ,Quth. Herold” lefen tvir Hieritber: ,Cin Jufammenidlul vbon
Unterridhtdanitalten ift bon der Crziefungsdbefhirde der Umerifanifdh-Luthes
rifden Kirde in Crivigung gegogen iworden. Die folgenden Empfehlungen
fourben gemadt: die theologifdhe Wbteilung der Capital University mit bem
Wartburg-Geminar in Dubuque, Jomwa, zu perbinden; dag St. Paul Luther
College miit Dem Eureka College in &t. Paul, Minn., zu vereinigen; bdie
Abteilungen fitr Humaniftifge Stubdien und Lehrervorbildbung der Wartburg=
RNormalihule in Waverly, Joiva, nady Clinton, Jowa, zu perlegen und mit
bemt Wartburg-College dafelbit zu berbinden; die Sdule (St. John’s College
and Academy) in Petersburg, . Ba., st hliegen. Dasd Ardhiv foll der
Capital University iiberfviefen und dort aufbemwafrt fverden.” J. T M.

Bereintgung der Coangeliffen Synobe und der HNeformiceien RKivde.
Auf einer Verfammlung der Wereinigungslommifjionen ber Evangelifden
Shnode pon Nordamerifa und der Reformierten Rirdje in den Bereinigten
Staaten, bdbie am 12. Februar in Pittgburgh, Ba., jtattfand, mwurde ein=
ftimmmig ber borgelegte Cntmourf ded Bereinigungsplans der beiben Kirdjen-
forper angenonunen. Der CGniwurf foll bid zum Herbft 1938 iiberlegt
fverden, und dann follen die Hauptberfammlungen Der beiden Kirden-
gemein{daften bdie ent{deidende Untwort geben. Der Name Hed mneuen
Sircgentdrpers Joll Geifen ,Die Evangelifdge und Reformierte Kircdhe”. Se-
meinden und Anftalten mibgen ifre Namen beibehalten, aber fie follen ihre
Mitgliedfchaft in der Cvangelifhen und Reformierten Kirche fennili) madgen.
Jn begug auf die RKehre mwird gefagl: ,Die gefdidiliden Befenninis-
fépriften ber beiden Rirchen erfenmen mwir an und nehmen toir an ald Refr=
grundlage der Vereinigung.” Die hodjte gefepgebende Rorperidaft ift die
®eneralfyrniode, die fi) aus einer gleihen Bahl ordinterter Paftoren und
Ratenmitglieder gujommenfept. Die Gemeinden, Klaffen, Synoben und
Diftritte follen iweiterbeftehen und ihre Urbeit in ber Weife verridjten, tvie
e3 bor der Wereinigung gefdhehen ift; fie follen aud) dag Wufiichtsrecht iiber
ihr Cigentum und ifhre Unitalten bebalten. Gemeinden oder Unjtalten
fonnen {ich mit gegenfeitiger Bujtinumung vereinigen; bdod) unterliegt eine
folche Bereinigung pon Gemeinden der Befjtdtigung der Klaffen oder Diftrifte,
eine QWereinigung vbon Unftalten aber der BVejtdtigung der Generalfynobe.

(Sirdenblatt.)

Testimony against the Lodge. — A statement by Rev.J.P. Milton,
appearing in the Lutheran Compaenion and answering a question on public
testimony against lodge-membership and other popular sing, touches on
points which deserve consideration by every pastor. Pastor Milton
writes: —

“It is my firm conviction that the pastor should specak out with re-
gard to these things. I believe that he should speak both publicly and
privately. Some brethren, I know, disagree with me as to the value of the
public utterance in such matters. They say that no good is accomplished
thereby. It simply stirs up emotions. The effective way is that of private
conversation, where calm reasoning and loving persuasion may prevail.
Certainly, private conversation in these matters is effective and should be
sought diligently by the conscientious pastor; but there is no more reason
to rule out public preaching on these topics than to reject all preaching
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in favor of personal work. The pastor is to be a watchman and as such
should warn all where danger threatens. That resentment will sometimes
be the result cannot be denied; but if it is resentment against the truth,
the method of approach will have little to do with the case. Then, too,
my experience has been that there have been just as definite fruits from
the public preaching on these questions as from personal conversation;
and often the two contribute equally.

“But I do believe just as firmly that preaching on these matters should
never degenerate to mere nagging. First, there are other sins equally great.
The people should not be given the impression that only these are con-
demned. Secondly, these questions should never be presented except in
clear and unmistakable connection with the central relationship of the
individual to Christ. It should be made clear that only the saved soul
can be expected to see the wrong in these as in other things. Thirdly,
I believe that these questions should rarely be referred to just “in passing,”
but should be given intelligent discussion. The whole case cannot be
stated each time, but some well-motived reasons for the Christian’s con-
demnation of these evils should be given. Fourthly, I believe that the tone
should be that of warning and pleading love, never that of sharp, bitter,
or sarcastic invective. On the lodge question, for example, I am happy to
recommend the little booklet by Pastor S. Hj. Swanson, Christ and the
Lodge, because of its fair and irenic, yet firm, straightforward, and fear-
less spirit.” A,

The King James Version Lauded. — Our readers will be glad to
read what an expert in Greek language and literature, Prof. John A. Scott
of Northwestern University, has to say about the superior excellence of the
King James Version. The Classical Journal of April, 1932, publishes a short
note from his pen on the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians, from
which we cull two paragraphs: —

“When the translators of the New Testament undertook to render
in English the agape of 1 Cor. 13, they saw they had a difficult problem
in transferring to English the exact meaning of the original. The easy
thing was to translate it ‘love,” as had been done in so many other pas-
sages; but they knew that no word in English is so vague and so in-
definite as the word ‘love’ when standing undefined and alone. The love
of the flesh is called lust or carnal, love of wealth is named avarice, love
of food gluttony, and selfishness is love of one’s self. The list of ignoble
loves is a long one, but Paul meant no one of these. The church at Corinth
was torn with dissensions, and he wished them to overlook wrongs and
to bear with patience the faults they could not cure; he wished them all
to have ‘a disposition that inclines men to put the best construction on the
words and actions of others,” and that is the very definition of ‘charity’
given in Webster’s Dictionary.

“The ability of the King James Version to rise above the letter and
to get the spirit constantly thrills me. The trouble with the Revised Ver-
sion is that it always hugs the ground; it is never sure enough of its
knowledge of Greek or of English to trust its wings.”

Coming from a man who is deeply versed in all things Greek, these
words deserve our close attention. A,
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An Ominous Law Enacted in New York. — The Christian Century
informs us that Governor Roosevelt of New York, on March 17, signed
a bill which, if we mistake not, was sponsored by the Roman Catholic
forces in the Assembly and is intended to strengthen the influence of this
Church in the public-school system of the State. The law makes it a mis-
demeanor if people engaged in seeking or giving employment to publie-
school teachers “directly or indirectly ask, indicate, or transmit orally
or in writing the religion or religious affiliation of any person seeking
employment or official position in the public schools of the State of New
York.” The persons expressly mentioned in the law as enjoined from giving
or seeking such information are “members of employment agencies and
any board of education, trustee of a school district, superintendent, mem-
ber, or teacher of a public school, or other official or employee of a board
of education.” If convicted of transgression of this law, a fine of not less
than one hundred dollars and not more than five hundred dollars will
have to be paid or imprisonment of not less than thirty days and not
more than ninety days will have to be suffered, or both imprisonment and
fine may be imposed. Will it, after enactment of this law, be surprising
if soon the public schools of New York will be taught chiefly by nuns ap-
pearing in their religious garb? The Christian Century comments: “The
people of New York are hardly aware of the outrage that has been per-
petrated upon their constitutional liberty.” A,

A Strong Word against Movies. — An Episcopalian rector, writing
in the Christian Century on the question, “Have the Movies Cleaned Up?”
presents startling evidence showing that they have not. Beginning the
discussion, he says: “I am not against moving pictures. I am only against
the forty-five to fifty per cent. of them that are evil; but they constitute,
I believe, the greatest menace to the morals of our boys and girls this
country has ever seen; for sixty million of our young people under twenty-
four years of age (as many as the entire population of Japan) have been
going to see them every week; and nothing in my estimation is so fraught
with danger to this country to-day as these evil pictures, and nothing
seems to have less oversight by parents, Church, and State. Most parents
in all probability do not realize the damaging nature of what their chil-
dren are seeing. Therefore the great need to-day is to arouse American
parents to that realization, so that they will rise up in indignant and
overwhelming protest to the American Government and demand a change.”
Having presented a list of typical advertisements showing the degrading
nature of the respective plays, he tells of the report of a committee of
twenty women from a Presbyterian church who made a canvass of the
films shown in their city during five weeks and who stated that of the
sixty-seven feature films investigated twenty-one were judged to be good,
seventeen indifferent, and twenty-nine bad. At that, some of the worst
films shown during that time were not viewed at all. The writer quotes
a recent article from a London newspaper, saying: “There is a flood of
demoralizing screen stuff coming from the States at presemt, a Niagara
of scum which deserves a barricade, a dam as firm and strong as we can
make against it. . . . How America can permit these contemptible pictures
of her youth and of her society to be distributed over the civilized world
passes understanding. If we are to believe the picture of American life
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as it is thus shown, we must accept it as disgraceful and as lamentable
a state of affairs as any reputable nation ever suffered from.” He like-
wise quotes the New Statesman of London thus: “Americans should realize
that, so long as the United States travesties and profanes herself before
the whole world by the loathsome pictures that pour steadily from Holly-
wood, there is little excuse for complaining if other peoples think America
ridiculous . . . and not only ridiculous, but obscene and trivial. ... America
sometimes makes excuse for Hollywood on the ground that foreign nations
must enjoy these pictures, or else they would not patronize them. ... It
is an argument that could be used equally well by the keepers of brothels.
People willing to traffic in a certain line of goods can always do a lively
business with the unhappy human race, but they should be content with
gold for payment and should not clamor for respect.” Are we alive to the
dangers lurking in this institution for the spiritual life of our young
people? A.

A Sample of Modern ‘““Gospel’’-Preaching.-— As reported in the
Church at Work, the bulletin of the Metropolitan Church Federation of
St. Louis, the guest speaker during the first week of noonday Lenten
services, Dr. Bernard C. Clausen, delivered an address from which the fol-
lowing paragraphs are taken: “When young people say, ‘For crying out
loud,” they are labeling with scornful resentment what I take to be the
worst sin of our present generation, the sin of the cry-baby, the disposi-
tion to excuse our own failures by paying attention to the difficulties
involved in our own environment. It begins in our babyhood, when chil-
dren find out the easiest way to get what they want is to cry loudly for it.
We understand it in our babies, and we know that these babies will learn
better as they grow older. ... From this innocent extreme at one side
this vice goes all the way to the logical extreme on the other side. This is
the most prevalent form of disease in America. More than half of the
hospital beds are filled by mentally ill rather than physically ill people.
At least half of these have what is known as dementia praecox, which is
the extreme of this habit of ‘crying out loud.” This oceurs when people
prefer to live in an unreal world and to explain their present failures by
means of existing difficulties. . . . Shocked by the most dreadful tragedy
imaginable, tortured by heart-breaking anxiety, the Lindberghs have been
showing the world what a brave spirit can do when they refuse to ‘ery
out loud.” They are showing the kind of Spartan courage I wish we could
cultivate in business and daily life. That ought to show us who are com-
plaining about the loss of a few thousand dollars or a half dozen extrava-
gant luxuries to look facts in the face. But be fair when you select the
facts. At the depth of our depression our average tax-payer is five times
as well off as the average Englishman, our average worker has six times
the buying power of the average Russian, and we are now at a higher
level of material wealth than any other nation of the world has ever been
at the height of its prosperity —and we are cringing and whining in
despair! . .. Woman’s favorite sport is ‘speaking of operations” A woman
must have three or four symptoms to discuss nowadays in order to be
accepted in polite society. Many confess that the most flattering photo-
graph they ever had taken was an X-ray of their gall-stomes. Is it any
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wonder that we invite illness? . .. I plead for that great fortitude whick
Jesus showed when He climbed Calvary refusing to ‘ery out loud.’” —
Even if one overlooks the exaggerations and the attempt to appear face-
tious, how can this be designated as a Lenten address? P.E.K.

Meddling with Politics Condemned. — A very sensible expression
of opinion from Senator Borah was published recently in the Presbyterian
Magazine. The Senator assigned to the Church its true sphere in the life
of our nation, saying: “The Church has been, and ought to be, a great
factor in all matters which pertain to the building up of character in the
individual. The Church ought to devote its effort to equipping the in-
dividual for citizenship by building up his intellectual and moral status.
The Church, however, has no business in politics. There seems to me to
be a lack of steadiness, a lack of courage, a lack of willingness, on the
part of the individual to-day to bear the burdens of adversity. If we are
not on the crest of material success, we think the world has all gone to
pieces. But, after all, material success is only a small part of life. It is
the Church’s business to develop character that can stand up under ad-
versity, character that realizes that life does not consist merely in pos-
sesgions. Let the Church keep out of politics and center its effort on the
development of character. It will then make a fundamental contribution
to the nation — the development of true citizenship.” We would add that
a true Christian character is developed where the message of Christ is
received and man through faith in the Redeemer has become a new
creature. A,

1932 the Centenary of an Antimasonic Wave. —1In a review of
the Commonweal we are reminded that a hundred years ago an interesting
movement was on foot which was directed against the Masonic order.
It will be recalled that, owing to the mysterious disappearance of
Mr. Morgan, which was quite generally charged to the revenge of the
Masonic lodge, which had become incensed by the revelations made by
Morgan with respect to Freemasorry, much feeling was aroused in the
United States against this order. The Commonweal says that in 1832
this Antimasonic sentiment played somewhat of a role in politics. Clay,
we are told, “could have had the Antimasonic support, but refused it,
confining himself to saying nothing either way.” There was an Anti-
masonic party, whose candidate was William Wirt of Maryland. It is
very interesting to note “that the one State which Wirt did carry was
Vermont.” The point of the Commonweal is that Catholic influences had
but little to do with Antimasonic feeling a hundred years ago, and it
adduces the action of Vermont, which could not and cannot be considered
a strong Catholic State, in proof of its contention. We remark, Alas, for
human forgetfulness! A,

Lane Seminary Moved to Chicago.—In 1829 two Presbyterian
seminaries were founded, McCormick Seminary and Lane Seminary. The
latter was located in Cincinnati, where, under the presidency of Lyman
Beecher, it became a famous school. Living in this city, across the river
from a slave State, the daughter of this president, Harriet Beecher Stowe,
obtained the impressions which she voiced in Uncle Tom’s Cabin. McCor-
mick Seminary, located at Chicago, is now known as the Presbyterian Theo-
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logical Seminary, and it is with this school that Lane Seminary will be
merged. The trustees of Lane will continue to administer the assets of
the institution, providing fellowships, scholarships, and endowments for
students at the school in Chicago. A,

Death Removes Secretary of U. L. C. — “The Rev. Dr. Melanchthon
Gideon Groseclose Scherer, secretary, since its organization in 1918, of the
United Lutheran Church in America, died Wednesday afternoon, March 9,
1932, at the home of his son, Paul E. Scherer, D.D., . . . in New York City.
Had he lived till March 16, he would have been seventy-one years of age.”
This is the beginning of the obituary of Dr. Scherer, written by Dr. Kieffer
and published in the Lutheran. The ancestors of Dr. Scherer, as this notice
informs us, settled in Guilford County, North Carolina, ahout the middle
of the last century and “have furnished the Lutheran Church quite a num-
ber of earmest, faithful, laborious, and successful pastors.” As pastor,
professor, and synodical leader, Dr, Scherer played an important rdle in
the United Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the South and
in the U.L. C. This year a book of his appeared, entitled Christian Liberty
and Christian Unity. His friends and acquaintances pay him high tribute
as theologian and Christian gentleman. A.

Death of Dr. Hall.-—The Protestant Episcopal Church of our country
lost one of its theological leaders when Dr. Francis J. Hall, who had been
professor of Dogmatics at the Western Theological Seminary in Chicago
and at the General Theological Seminary in New York, passed out of this
life. In reading about him, we are told that on February 27 he for the
last time received Holy Communion and on February 29 Holy Unction.
In addition to this the Living Church reports that requiem masses were
said for the departed. Ome step more, and these people are in the midst
of Popery. A.

I1. Ausland,

Proteftantijde Fithrer in Guropa. Das ,Kirdenblatt” bringt bie fol=
genbde interefjante Pitteilung: ,Jn dem zum groften Teile fatholifchen
Franfreich ift der Prafident der Republif Doumer [T 7. Mai] ebenfo wie
ber porige Doumergue Proteftant, fo dap die ¥eine WMinoritdt der fran=
3oftfchen Proteftanten 3tweimal nadjeinander aus ifren Reihen dad Ober=
Yaupt der Republif geftellt hat. - Daf ber deutidhe Reidhsprafivent bon Hin=
benburg, aud altem ebangelifem Gefdledit ftammend, treu zu feinem
evangelifen &lauben fteht, ift befannt. Dah die nordiffen Republiten
Cftland und Finnland, die faft gang der evangelifd-luterijden Rirde an=
gehoren, aud) evangelifhe Staaisprdfibenten Haben, ift dort felbftverftandlich).
Uber gu verunbdern ift e3, daf aud) Staaten, die zum groften Teile fatho-
i find, mwie 3. B. Ungarn und die T{dedhoilomatet, Proteftanten an ihrer
©pige haben. ©Sp gehort ber Reidh3verivefer von Ungarn, der frithere Ad-
miral Horthy, der evangelijen Kirdje an, ebenfo fwie der frithere Minifter-
prafivent Graf Bethlen. Yud) in BVohmen (T{Gedoflomaltet) fteht an ber
©pige al Gtaatsprafident Ded iiberiviegend fatholifden R[andesd ein Pro=
teftant, Brofeffor Mafarhf, der mit dreifig Jahren bon der fatholifhen ur
ebangelifdjen Rirdje itbertrat und vor Hem Jahre 1918 piel bedivegen er=
buldet hat.” K. T M.

30
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Gin aeitgemiified Wort diber Goethe. Wir zitieren aud dem ,Juth.
Derold” eine furge, populdre, aber im allgemeinen Do) fadjgemdafe umnd
wahre Kritif itber Goethe. Daz Vlatt jdhreidbt:

»Daz Goethegedentjahr mird wohl in allen givbilifierten R[éambern ge-
fetert, Wir fonnen e8 nur billigen, daf man die BWerdienjte diefes Manned
toiicdigt.  PMan Joll grofen Ménnern geredt werben, aber man {oll thr Lob
nidt iibertreiben; man joll jie nicht, um einmal ein moderned Wort it ge=
braudjen, ,vergiben’. Dad gefdjieht jebt vielfad) mit Goethe. Man nennt
ihn ,den grolen deutfgen Mann’, und dabei fennt ihn die PMaffe des deut-
jgent Wolfes faum, und wenn er nie gelebt Hatte, fwitrde e3 ihn aud) midt
permiffen. Wenn Jeute taufend Manner fwie Goethe tm alten BVaterlanbde
aufitanden, iirden fie dem deutidhen BVolfe {herlih zum Uufitiegq aus
fetnen mandjerlei Niten berbelfen. Dazu wdren anbdere Pidnner ndtig ivie
Ruther oder, in fleinerem Make, Vaul Serhardt, Ernjt Morils Arndt u. dgl.
Man fann ihn ald Didhter, ald Denfer, ald Weltmenjden feiern, aber er
fwar nidht ,der grojte deutihe Mann’. AYud) war er fein glaubiger Ehrift.
Freilid) war er aud) fein Gottegleugner, fein Spitter und Ladfterer mie die
mobernen Freidenfer [Dad Peifht, im Sinne Der Heutigen Wtheijten; nad
Der ©drift gehort Goethe aber dod) zu den Gottesdleugnern, Spsttern und
Rijtevern, veil er mit der Wahrheit ded Wortes Gotted trob aller {dhdnen
Ausdipradjen itber die Bibel feinen Spott trieh. — Red.]. Der Goethe=
bund in Deutjdhland, der jid) zum Wortfithrer und Sadwalter aller Be-
ftrebungen madyt, die ber Gemeineit, allem Shmub in Kunft und Literatur
freie Bahn {Daffen wollen, madt jeinem Geddchiniad feine €hre; aber aud
bie Iritiflofen Betvunderer, die Goethe zum Krongeugen des evangelijhen
Chriftentums erheben mbdhten, fun der Wabhrheit und Geredhtigleit feinen
Dienjt, wenn e3 aud) nidht gu leugnen ift, daf man ausd den 46 Banden der
Werfe Goethesd eine Vliitenleje bieler {honen Worte und Gedanfen iiber
Bibel und Chriftentum fammeln Brnte und gejamumelt Hat. . . . Goethe ift
ein Stern erfter Grofe am Didterhimmel, aber an dem Hinumel, bon dem
Dan. 12, 3 gejdrieben fjteht, prangt fein Name leiber nidht.” JF. T. M.

Die fYebriifdhe Hodhidule in Baliftina, Tber die Univerjitat in Jeru=
falent, die bidher nod) immer mehr Theorie ald Prayisd fvar, lefen fvir in der
WA C LR

LAB die britijhe Regierung im Jahre 1918 eine Kommifjion unter
Dr. Weigmanns Fithrung nad) Paldftina jandte, um feftzuftellen, ob {ich die
Griindung einer jiibifdhen Univerfitdt ermogligen Yaffe, fiderte fie zunadit
@rund unbd Boben fitr die erforderlidhen Gebdubde auf der Hohe des Secopus,
o fidh ein wunderbar fhoner Rundblid bietet auf dad Gebirge Moab und
ba3 Tote Peer auf der einen und ouf Jerufalem auf der andern Seite.
Nady Mitteilung desd Spezialforrefpondenten bed Manchester Guardion vom
Februar b. F. enthdlt der ingwifden fertiggeftellle Neubau der Hod)jchule
Rawmlichfeiten fitr folgende Unterridhissiveige: Humaniora, Mathematif,
DBiologie, Chemie, Naturgejdicgte, Hygiene, Parajiten- und Batterienfiunbde.
Die in einem Sondergebdude am iwejtlidlen Abhang ded Scopusd unter-
-gebradhte Bibliothef enthilt iiber eine biertel Million wertboller Hanbd-
{driften und Bitder in allen Spradjen, die zur Jeit aud der borher in der
Stabdbt in verfdiedenen Haufern untergebraditen Jiidifdhen Nationalbiblio-
thef ftammen. Dad Gebdude ift von Rord Balfour feterlidhjt erdffnet fwor-
Den und enthdlt neben den DBiider- und Handidriftenfanunlungen Lefe-
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rdume und eine eingigartige Sammilung pon Manuffripten und Semdlden
Herborragender jitdifder Manner. Profeflor Einftein ftiftete Hierher fein
Manuffript iiber die Relativitatdiheorie. Die erfte Doftordiffertation fand
Hirglid) ftatt, und anbere tverden folgem aus ber fidh gur Jeit auf 180 be-
faufenden Bahl der ©tubdierenden, von Ddenen bdie PHalfte aud Paldftina
ftamumt, wdfhrend ber Neft fih auf Deutihland, Polen, bdie BVereinigten
&taaten, Canada, Finnland, Rftmdanien und bdie Ifjdecjoflowatei berteilt.
Der Rirper der afademijden Lehreridhaft befteht aus 60 Gliedern, unter
benen {id) drei Englanbder befinden und an deren Spibe der Rector magnifi-
cus Dr. Jubalh) Magnes fteht, ein Rabbi, ber vormals Direftor der jitbijdhen
Gemeinde in Netw Yorf war. Rollegiengelder iverben bom den Studenten
niht gezahlt, und bad Bubdget, in diefem Jahre 85,000 Pfund Sterling,
foitd pornefmlidhy von wohlhabenden [uben in Wmerifa und freifwilligen
©tiftern aufgebradgt. Unterfunfidraume filr die Studbierenden find nidht
porhanden; jedod) befteht die Ubficht, Demndchft ein Gebdude fiir diefen
Bied zu ervidhten. JFiingjt ijt ein Kehritubhl filr internationaled Friedens=
red)t ervichtet iwordem, geftiftet von Sir Moniague DBurton. Crjter Jn-
Baber ijt der Generalantvalt von Paldfting Sic Norman Bentivid.”
I T M.

Wag Calvin Responsible for the Execution of Servetus? — The
latest apologic of Calvinism (The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination,
by Prof. Loraine Boettner, 1932) also discusses this point. “Calvin con-
ducted the theological part of the trial, and Servetus was convicted of
fundamental heresy, falsehood, and blasphemy. During the long trial
Servetus became emboldened and attempted to overwhelm Calvin by pour-
ing upon him the coarsest kind of abuse. The outcome of the trial was
left to the civil court, which pronounced the sentence of death by fire.
Calvin made an ineffectual plea that the sword be substituted for the fire;
hence the final responsibility for the condemnation rests with the Council.”
(P.4186.) Dr. Emile Doumergue, the author of Jean COalvin, gives this
account, as quoted on p. 417: “On October 26 Calvin wrote again to Farel:
‘To-morrow Servetus will be led out to execution. We have done our
best to change the kind of death, but in vain. I shall tell thee when we
meet why we had no success’ (Opera, XIV, pp.590.613—657.) Thus
what Calvin is most of all reproached with — the burning of Servetus —
Calvin was quite opposed to. He did what he could to save Servetus from
mounting the pyre.”” What is the general Reformed opinion on this
matter? Dr.M. G. G. Sherer quotes on page 65 of his book Christian Lib-
erty and Church United (1932) the following from John Calvin; His Life,
Letters, and Work, by Hugh Y. Rayburn: “On the spot where Servetus
was execnted there now stands a monument raised by some of those who
have a more reverent regard for the convictions of their fellow-men than
was cherished by their theological ancestor. On one side it bears this
inscription: ‘The 27th October, 1553, died at the stake at Champel,
Michael Servetus of Villeneuve, in Aragon, born 29th September, 1511.
And on the other side: ‘The respectful and grateful sons of Calvin, our
great Reformer, condemning an error which was that of his time, and
firmly attaching themselves to liberty of conscience according to the true
principles of the Reformation and the Gospel, have raised this expiatory
monument. 27th October, 1903.”” John F. Hurst’s History of the Ohris-
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tian Church does the matter full justice when it says: “Calvin had him
arrested and was never contented until Servetus had been executed. In-
deed, he made it a condition of remaining in Geneva that Servetus should
be put to death, although he wanted him beheaded, not burned.” (II, 298.)
Professor Boettner’s statement that “the final responsibility for the con-
demnation rests with the Council” cannot stand. — Much less can Calvin’s
own later statement stand, as quoted on page 417 from Opera, VIII, p. 461:
“From the time that Servetus was convicted of his heresy I have not
uttered a word about his punishment, as all honest men will bear witness.”
And in one of his later replies to an attack which had been made upon
him, Calvin says: “For what particular act of mine you accuse me of
eruelty I am anxious to kmow. I myself know not that act, unless it be
with reference to the death of your great master, Servetus. But that
I myself earnestly entreated that he might not be put to death his judges
themselves are witnesses, in the number of whom at that time two were
his staunch favorites and defenders. (Calvin’s Calvinism, p. 346.)”
E.

Rom beerdigt Freimauver. itber den firzlid) berftorbenen Franzofen
Ariftibe Briand beridhtet bie ,U. € L K.“, twie folgt: ,Uriftide Briand,
Freimaurer hoher Grade und als entjdloffener Atheift Lefaunt, aud frdy-
lid) erformmmunigiert, ift tropbem FHrdjlid) beerdigt tworden. Die Umgebung
be3 Rardinalerzbijdofs von Parisd begriindet bie Sadje gemaf ber ,Gers
mania‘ pom 12. Parz fo, dak Briand im Laufe der lepten Jeit eine freund-
Ticgere Ginjtellung zur RKirdje genommen YHabe. Jhm berdanfe man die
Wiederaufnahme der diplomatifen Begziehungen zwifden Franifreidd und
dem WBatifan und dag Gefep iiber bdie religitfen Orden. Der RKarbinal=
ergbifdof Gabe iiberdies ausdgegeidinete Beziehungen zu BVriand unterhalten
und feine innere Entwidlung gefannt, die e3 ermbglicht Habe, ihm ein
ficdhliches Vegrabnisd zu gemwdhren. Yud) fei ein Sdriftftiid Brianb3 ba,
fworaud Hervorgele, baf er um Firdglide Beerdigung gebeten Habe, und der
frangsfifdge Minifterprafident fei in biefem Sinne betnmt Parifer Erzbijdiof
borftellig getworden.” K. 2. M.

Die Miffion in China unter bem Kreuz. Unter diefer {1berfdrift bringt
per ,Ruth). Herold” eine Bitat aud dem ,Ep. Deut{dhland”, bagd bem RLefer
einige wichtige Winfe und Wahrheiten and Herz legt. Wir Yefen da:

~Aus dem China Christian Year-book teilt Lrofeffor Witte mit: ,Die
politijdhen Wirren, die grofen Nite, die Feindidaft der ertremen IMober-
niften. und eined Teild der Veamten Haben zur Folge gehabt, dap die Jabhl
ber Chriften efer ab- als zugenonunen Hat. Eine neue Statiftit fehlt. Das
ift dburdjaud erflaclich, umal €hina nod) tnuner den Harten Kampf um feine
Freibeit pon Den ungleiden Wertrdgen fampft, die PMifjionare aber nod)
nicht freiwillig auf thre BVertragsvorredte verzihtet Haben, das Ehriften=
tum aljo politifd) gebectt bleibt und unter dem Hak gegen die fremden BVe-
britder jteht. Dap bdie englifen unbd amerifanij@en PMijfionare nidht auf
die BVertragsvorredite berzichten, Bleibt Hochit bedauerlid. Man braudyt fidh
aber trof allem nidht entmutigen zu laffen. Fur Joll man vorfidtig fein
mif der Yufitellung einesd foldjen Plans, foie die Wiffion ihn bor Zvei Jahren
aufgeftellt Hat: LVerdoppelung der Bafhl der EYriften in fiinf Jahren. Und
nun jinft die Zafhl der Chriften! Gotted Gebdbanten {ind eben dodh oft anbers
al3 Penfdengedanfen. ”
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Beide Gedanfen, namlid) daf fih driftlige WMiffionsfreunde durd) bie
Wirren der Jeit nidt entmutigen Yaffen diirfen, dad IMifjionsivert fveiter
au betreiben, und dah man dem HErrn der Kirche feine BVorfdriften in bezug
auf den Bau feinesd Fion3d maden darf, jind von groher Wicdhtigleit su ge-
fegnieter Fiihrung der Miffion itberhaupt. [un dem einen geigt fich menfd-
lidger Qleinglaube, in dem andern menjdlicher Stolz; Deide aber ftehen der
wahren Miffionswiriamieit Hindernd im Wege. R

Rom bilbet Miffionare fiir Rufiland aud. Folgenbde mertiviicdige Nady-
ridjt bringt ,D. Y. L. &.":

Der &b, Preffedienjt Niederland’ beridhtet aus Rom, dafy dort jebt
fhftematij Miffionare ausdgebildet fverden fiir die Feit, ba in Rufland ber
Weg fiir Eoangeliumsperfiindigung fvieder offen fein fwird. Bejondersd der
Kapuginerorden Yat den Wuftrag befommen, in feinem ruffijhen Kolleginm
au Rom funge Wiffionare dazu ausdzubilden. Ciner der leitenden Lerfon-
lichfeiten bdiefed Ordens, der Pater Gonbdelphusd Fermont, ein Riederlinbder,
ift fogar mit Buftimmung des LVapited von dem lateinifden Ritusd zum
byzantinijd={lawijden Ritus iibergetreten und Hat die Leitung der Mif-
fion, bie demnady aud) dem byzantinijd-{latwifden Ritus folgen twird, auf fidh
genomuten.” 3. WL

Gine widtige Crflarung driftlider WMiffionare in Jndien, Wie Dexr
»Chriftl. Apologete” mitteilt, Haben in Jndien englijd-ebangelifde Miffio-
nare eine iiberaud iveittragende C€rflarung befannigemadit. a3 Blatt
jhreibt bariiber: ,In Judien Haben 240 evangelifche englifche Miffionare
ihre Stellung zum Chriftenfum und zur nationalen Betwegung dafin fejt-
gelegt: ,Wir Miffionare find feine Politifer. Parteipolitif liegt aukerhalb
der miffionarifden Arbeit. Uber fwir miijfen in der irflichen Welt in Jn-
pien unfern Dienjt fun. Sie ift erfiillt von DBitterfeit, DMiktrauen und einem
wadgfenden Gefithl der Schmad) im Herzen ded indifgen Volfes als eimer
Nation, deren Sdhidial in den Hanbden eined fremden Volfed liegt. Wir
beiradjten Daber bie nationale Bewegung als eine Wiederentdedung Dder
vilfifgen Selbjtadhtung. Wir bitten bdie Negierung, daf Ddie beredtigten
BWin{dge der indifdhen BVolfer ernfilich beriicfidhtigt werden. Jedenfalld
muf Der ©dub der Minoritdten in JInbdien gefwdlhrleiftet fwerden. Wic
fopllen Die Hande aller berer, die fiir den Frieden arbeiten, ftarfen und
mit allen un3 zu Gebote ftehenden Mitteln dahin ivirfen, dak gegenfeitige
Achtung und gegenfeitiged BVertrauen in den driftliden Gemeinden fwieder-
Hergeftellt und der Geift ber Liebe und der Verfohnlichfeit immier mehr die
Oberfhand befomme.” Die Mifjionare Hatten unferd Eraditens beffer ge-
tan, wenn fie ecflart Hatten: Wir find Hier zur Verkiindigung ded Cvan-
geliums. Punfium! R

Open or Close Communion in the Anglican Church? — A cor-
respondent of the Christian Century writing from London informs us
that in the Anglican Churech the question, Who may be admitted to the
Lord’s Table? is again given wide discussion. He says: “Convocation
was busy last week discussing the question how far non-conformists who
are unconfirmed should be admitted on occasion to Holy Communion in
the Church of England. The Bishop of Chelmsford has claimed that the
instruction that requires confirmation before a worshiper is admitted to
Holy Communion applies only to those who are within the Church of
England. Non-conformists may therefore be admitted on occasion without
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breaking the law. Others dispute this reading and point out that the
instruction permits the Communion to be given to those who are ‘ready
and desirous to be confirmed’; but the non-conformists are not desirous.
An ex-president of the Baptist Union, the Rev. J. C. Carlile, hoped that
Free-Churchmen would appeal to the archbishop to leave them alone.
‘We hope so, too,” says the Church Times. The question is shelved. But
it will come up again at the church assembly in spring. Among other
contributions to the discussion in the press there was one which has
deeply moved those who read it. It may speak for itself. ‘I was a young
and jealous priest, very jealous for the rubrics. There came to my parish
an old, retired Congregational minister. There was no non-conformist
church within several miles, and he asked me if I would administer
Communion to him because he thought he was not long for this world.
I refused his request. Now I recognize that my action was unkind,
uncharitable, and cruel.’” Non-conformists, it will be remembered, is the
name used for those Christian people in England who do not belong to
the Established Church. The sad feature of the discussion referred to
in the above item is that apparently the great question is not, What do
the Secriptures say? but, What do our feelings dictate? A

The Role of Ancient Egypt According to Dr. Rendel Harris. —
In connection with the notice of the eightieth birthday of Dr. Rendel
Harris, English reporters point out that he is a member of the Society
of Friends and is still connected with the Woodbrooke Settlement, Bir-
mingham, where he was the first director of studies. We are told that at
the present time he is working on a series of essays, “all aimed at proving,
often in very quaint and interesting fashion, the diffusion of culture from
Egypt in the early years of the civilized world.” The following statement
as to the views of Dr.Harris is certainly startling: “From the presence
of place names Dr.Harris deduces the occupation by Egyptians of many
gites in the British Isles.” With deep and melancholy interest, too, one
reads the following sentence: “During the war he went through some
terrible experiences, being twice on a torpedoed vessel and seeing his friend
James Hope Moulton die in an open boat after one of these experiences.”

A.

A Protest against Modernism in Xorea.— Christianity To-day
(February, 1932) reports the founding of the Evangelical Fellowship
League in Korea as a protest against the spread of Modernism in that
country. While the organization is unionistic, its emphasis on the deity
of Christ and His atonement of course fills us with joy. The doctrinal
statement of the league reads: —

“l. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as
the inspired Word of God, inerrant in the original writings, and as
authoritative in all matters of faith and practise.

“2, We believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, equal
in power and glory, three Persons and one God.

“3. We believe in the full deity and true humanity of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, who, being truly God, took unto Himself a human
nature, was born of the Virgin Mary, wrought miracles, kept perfectly the
Law of God in our behalf, died on the cross as our Substitute to satisfy
divine justice and to reconcile us to God, rose from the grave on the third
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day, leaving an empty tomb, who, having ascended unto the Father, ever
liveth to make intercession for believers and will come again in a personal
and visible manner.

“4. We believe that salvation is not to be obtained by human char-
acter or by man’s effort, but by grace, through trust in the merit of our
Savior Jesus Christ alone, and that all who so believe are justified by faith.

“5. We believe that those who truly trust in Christ as their personal
Savior are regenerated by the Holy Spirit and must show forth their
salvation by a life of conscious obedience to the will of God as revealed
in the Secriptures.

“6. We believe in the resurrection of the body for all men, ‘some to
everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting contempt.’

“7. We believe that all ithose who consciously rejeét the offer of
salvation through Christ Jesus are under condemmation of eternal pumish-
ment; and this fact constitutes an urgent call to preach the Gospel to
all man.

“We accept this doctrinal statement without mental reservations and
pledge ourselves to bear testimony to its truthfulness and to oppose all
efforts to subvert, or hold as unessential, any of these Christian truths.”

J.T.M.

Dr. Gbuard Sievers gefiorben. Die ,Algemeine €©b.-Luth. Rirden
geitung” enthieli lepihin folgemde Notiz: ,Um 30. Marz ftard in Leipzig,
Gel. Hofrat D., Dr. phil, Dr. med. Eduard Sievers, Profeffor a. D. bexr:
deutfdhen Spradje an der Univerfitdt Leipzig, im jtveiundadizigiten Lebens=
jahr. €r war 1850 in Rippoldsdberg, Heflen, geboren, tourde mit einund=
atvangiqg Jabren bereitd auperordentlidger Profeffor ber germanifhen Philo-
Iogte in Jena, fiinf Jahre {pater Ordinariusd dafelbft, fam 1888 nad) Titbingen,
1887 nad) Halle und 1892 nad) Leipzig, wo er dreifig Jahre lang, big zu
feiner ©meritierung, wirfte. Sein Name wurde aud) in Theologenireifen
viel genannt ald Entdeder der Sdhallanalyfe, wonad) er Gejdriebenes, bztv.
@ebdrudtes, mit dem inneren Ofr Hhorte und die Stimmen bder BVerfaffer
unterjdhied. Er horte in ben paulinifden Briefen Heraus, wasd Paulus felbft
gefchrieben Haite, a3 feine Begleiter; er Horte die Stimme Ded Johannes
und des Petrusd oder im Alten Teftament die Stinune Davbids und anberer.
Cr ftellte u. a. feft, baf bie erften Werfe desd Rialms 110: ,Jahve Hat gefagt
u meinem HErrn’ edht bavbidifd find, im Gegenfap zu den ,Crgebniffen
ber altteftamentlidgen Wiffenidhaft. Dabei mwar fein Yusdgangdpun¥t bas
SBogenlied, 2 Sam. 1, 19 {f., das befanntlid) allen Forfdern ald dabidifd
gilt; Ddiefen Stimmilang Hiell exr feft, lad fitr {idh Yaut die Bialmen im
Hebraifdhenn und Horte tmmer ipieder die Stimme Dabids Heraus., Die
foirflicge Beriwendbareit der Sdallanalhfe im Gebiete der Wiffenigaft ift
noch umijtritten. Jhr eifrigiter BVertreter ift der Limbadjer Rfarrer D. theol.
Johanned Jeremiasd, der jiingjt ein bedeutjamed Wert iiber die Ebangelien
verdffentlicgt Hat und thren edht apoftolifen Nrfprung auf Grund der Shall-
analpie nadveijen zu Ionnen glaubt. (Der apojtolijde Urfprung der Evan-
gelten. Reipzig, Dorffling & Franfe; Preid: RM.6.) JIedenfalld ijt die
Sdallanalpje eind ber interefjanteften Probleme bder theologijfen Gegen-
toart; fie foixd nod) bon fid) reden maden.”

©o foeit die ,Rirdengeitung”. Dad Hier genannte Bud) von Pfarrer
Goh. Jeremiad ird Dald in diefer Beitfdrift befproden twerden. .



