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Ein Prediger muss nicht allein weiden, Es ist kein Ding, das die Leute mehr
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sie rechte Christen sollen sein, sondern Predigt. — Adpologie, Art. 2.
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sie die Schafe nicht sangreifen und mit If the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
falscher Lehre verfuehren und Irrtum ein- who shall prepare himself to the battle?
fuehren. —— Luther, 1 Cor. 1}, 8.
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I. Amerika,

7 Aus bder Gynmode. Unter den Jubilaren, die in Den berfdjiedenen
< Diftrittgblattern erivahnt fwerden, finden {id) folgende Namen: die Pajtoren
€. M. Noad, €. Werfelmann und A. Pfotenhauer im Nord-Jlinoiz-Dijtritt;
bie Paftoren M. Adams, . L. Miiller, W. Harms, €. Flad, . Frinde, €. H.
Beder, die bon Nord-Nebrasdfa aud einberidjtet tourben; P. M. T. Holl3,
itber Den im VBlatte desd Sitdlidgen Diftrifts beridhtet wird; P. J. Dedmann
sen., er ufmmmen mit D. Theo. VBiinger im Vlattden Dded IMinnefota=
Diftrifts genannt fwird. Diefe Briiber Haben fiinfzig Jahre im Weinberge
ped HCrrn gedient. AYusd dem Utlantifden Diftrift fommt die Nadjridt,
daf Direftor Geo. U. Romofer fein vierzigjahriges Ymtsjubilaum Hat feiern
bitrfenn und dafy man an demfelben Tage der bvierzigjahrigen Unmisivirfjam-
feit Dr. . Steind an unjerer oHitlidgen Anjtalt gedachte. Die Britber in
DBrafjilien feierten dasd filberne Ymisfubilaum Prajes Aug. Heinesd und Prof.
L. €. Rebfeldts. €3 ift {ehr anguerfennen, daf diefe ziwei Britber mit unferer
firdhlichen Urbeit in VBrafilien gleihjam aufgewadjen find. — Alle Dijtrifts-
blatter Haben befombere Urtifel itber unfere Moifollefte gebracht, und aus
manden Diftriften fommen erfreulihe Nadjridhten itber die Veteiligung an
diefem Werfe. Die Vritder im iveftlichen Canada Haben {fic) tros ihrer
groBen Yrmut faft ohne Yusnabhme an der Kollefte beteiligt, und mit gutem
Crfolg. In SGitd-Nebrasta ift die Schuld gang bedeutend berringert worden.
Aud) aud anbern Diftriften und eingelnen Stadten fommt die Nadyridht, daf
unfere Chriften dag Wert des HErrn nidht vernadlaffigen foollen. — Unfere
Gemeindejdhulen fverden immter ivieder eriwdhnt, und die Dijtriftzblatter aus
Gitb-Wisconfin, Oflahoma, Midigan und Jowa bringen oHfterd Urtifel itber
baz ©dulvefen. Aud) die Jugendarbeit wird fleijig betrieben, tvie ein-
gefanbdte Berichte geigen, ebenfo die Yrbeit unter den lutherijden Stubenten
auf den ber{dhiedenen Univerfitdten, 3. B. in Jndiana und Nebrasfa. — Yus
California fommt die Nadjridht, daf fidh ein funger Japaner namensd Shimida
in unferer bortigen Unjtalt fat einfdreiben laffen, um {id) ald Pajtor und
Miffionar ausbilden zu lafjen. — Die Unzgahl der Gemeinden, die ifhr gol-
bened Jubildum feiern ditrfen, mehrt ficdh von Jahr zu Jahr; aber aud
bie Babhl foldher, die fedhzig und adizig [Jahre beftanden Haben, ijt nidht
mehr gering. Der HErr hat die treue Arbeit unferer BVater reidhlich) ge=
jegnet. Mogen ivir bereit fein, dad unsd anvertraute Pfand zu Hitten und —
zu gebraucdjen! L. €. K.

The First Biennial Convention of the American Lutheran Con-
ference was held in Milwaukee, November 16—18, 1932. The American
Lutheran Conference, organized at Minneapolis in 1930, is a federation of
the following general bodies: the American Lutheran Church, the Nor-
wegian Lutheran Church, the Augustana Synod, the Lutheran Free Church,
and the United Ev. Danish Lutheran Church. Its officers are: President,
Dr. Otto Mees; First Vice-President, Dr. T. F. Gullixson; Second Vice-
President, Rev. J. P. Nielson; Third Vice-President, Dr. O. H. Sletten; Sec-
retary, Dr. O. P. Bersell; Treasurer, Mr. Otto Leonardson. The officers
represent the following synods: the American Lutheran Church, the Nor-
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wegian Lutheran Church, the United Danish Church, the Lutheran Free
Church, and the Augustana Synod. The convention sermon was preached
by Dr. O. Mees on Phil. 3, 12—14, his theme being “The Glory of the Incom-
plete,” a rather queer twist of the text. What the preacher really preached
on was “The Glory of Striving after the Complete.” “The sermon was an
earnest call to action, to strive, to work, to achieve, with all the energy we
have, reaching out for those things which are before us,” says the report.
When the American Lutheran Conference was organized two years ago, the
executive committee appointed special committees on Adjudication, Home
Missions, Inner Missions, Foreign Missions, Elementary Christian Educa-
tion, Higher Christian Education, Student Service, Hospitals, Young
People’s Work, Canadian Affairs, and Comity. The report says: “Efforts
have been made to survey the whole field and find out what are the facts
and conditions under which the federated bodies are working and in what
respects there are opportunities for cooperation.” Papers were read on
the following subjects: “The Fellowship Question” (Dr.T.¥. Gullixson);
“The Secular Idea of Progress versus the Christian Doctrine of Sanctifica-
tion” (Dr. C. Bergendorf); “An Open Declaration of Aim and Purpose”
(Dr. L. W. Boe). From the report in the Lutheran Herald we quote: “Of
great interest was the survey of the Home Mission field by Dr. Martin
Anderson of Chicago showing by extensive statistics the unoccupled fields
in America, which is yet more than one half pagan. The great need of
Inner Mission work was emphasized by Rev. S. G. Michelfelder of Toledo.
One evening was given to the commemoration of Gustavus Adelphus, Dr. C.
M. Weswig, professor of history at Luther Seminary, delivering a classic ad-
dress.” — “The convention was one of education, orientation, and inspira-
tion. The conference has no plan to bring about organic union or in any
manner to interfere with the affairs of the different synods. Already a
united effort has come about to support the only school west of the Rockies,
Pacific Lutheran College. The main work to begin with will possibly be
on the Home Mission field, not so much to readjust existing conditions as
to agree on new fields to avoid duplications.” — “At the close of the meet-
ing Dr. Knubel of the U.L.C. was invited to address the conference, and
the same resolution invited the Synodical Conference and other Lutherans
to send ‘friendly representations.’” — “Rev. C. V. Sheatsley, reporting for
the Foreign Mission Commission, submitted the following resolution, which
was adopted: “Taking cognizance of the findings of the appraisal commis-
sion of the Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry, the American Lutheran
Conference would encourage evangelical Christendom everywhere by affirm-
ing that the Lutheran Church, in obedience to its Lord, unalterably con-
tinues to preach to all the world the Gospel of salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ alone.”” J. T. M.

Is a Change Concerning College Athletics Imminent? — On
account of the question of sports at our own colleges and seminaries this
topic is not entirely tabu for our theological paper. One of our exchanges
reports that Yale University, according to an announcement of its presi-
dent, James R. Angell, is contemplating a change in the handling of ath-
letics at this institution. Of the various residential colleges each will
choose and organize its sports, and “intercollegiate contests will be empha-
sized and varsity football schedules reduced to only five games with tradi-



Theological Observer. — Rivd)lich-3eitgefdhichtliches. 147

tional rivals.” “Equipment and money are to be used more for large groups
and less for the development of a small number.” Our authority cites
a prominent newspaper to the effect that “the general tendency in society
to-day is to get away from ‘stars’ and to turn the spotlight upon individual
welfare.” A report submitted on the gate receipts at the stadium in Yale
is amazing, to put it mildly. In 1912—13 the total receipts from all sports
were $132,705, with expenses of $116,316. In 1930—31 gate receipts from
football alone were $1,140,568, netting $600,000. A weekly is quoted as
saying: “This astonishing increase without doubt helped largely to pro-
duce the demand to spend in proportion to income, games ballyhood by the
daily press, and the temptation to put on at high ticket prices the best
shows purchasable from high-paid professional coaching of a few picked
athletes.” Many educational authorities are agreed that here we are
touching a very sore spot in the present-day life of our large American
colleges, which loudly calls for remedial action. A.

Buchmanism Asserting Itself. — The newspapers of our country,’
especially those appearing in Detroit, have been giving a good deal of
attention to the mnew Oxford movement, which is called after its chief
promoter, Dr. Frank N.D. Buchman. A writer in the Christian Century,
referring to a special article in the Detroit Free Press, says: “Here are
the various opinions of the Oxford group gathered by the Free Press writer
and published in the issue referred to above: ‘Country-club religion.” ‘Sal-
vation Army technique, two-dollared up with a silk hat and dress shirt.’
‘A powerful spiritual influence in our generation. Perhaps the most power-
ful’ ‘An adaptation to modern uses of old, valid, spiritual technique, em-
ploying the candid vocabulary of our time. A blend of Quaker quiet and
evangelical fervor.” ‘A form of evangelism which combines the advantages
of mysticism, mesmerism, spiritualism, eroticism, psychoanalysis, and high-
powered salesmanship.’ ‘A mixture of primitive Wesleyanism and Freudian
sex psychology. It is hard to tell where Wesley’s phraseology ends and
Freud’s jargon begins.” ‘A revolt against arid negative intellectualism —
a return to the primitive faith.” ‘Georgia camp-meeting stuff — intellectual
tone with a tinge of sense.’” The Detroit meetings of Dr. Buchman, who
was accompanied by Rev. Samual M. Shoemaker and thirty-five associates,
were held first in the Dearborn Inn and after that in the Book-Cadillac
Hotel. Years ago we were amused by the spectacle of millionaire Socialists,
who, adorned with silk hats and dressed in the finest of clothes, were hold-
ing forth on the advantages of a social order in which millionaires would
be impossible. It seems in Buchmanism we are witnessing a parallel
phenomenon in the field of religion. We are awaiting further information
on this movement. A.

A Remarkable Analysis of the Impotence of Unionism. ~Onece
in a while, like a lonely voice on an isolated mountaintop, a member of
one of the historic Reformed churches courageously points out the falla-
cies on which unionism is built. The Lutheran Companion of August 13,
1932, has taken over the following report of a Presbyterian sermon printed
in the Minneapolis Journal of June 18, and we reproduce it here without
any comment of our own: —

“Organic church union is a delusion, Rev. H. Warren Allen told his
congregation in a sermon recently at the First Presbyterian Church.



148 Theological Observer. — Rird)lidh=Beitgefhichtliches.

Mr. Allen told of his experiences in Canada, where union of the churches
has been accomplished, and said: —

“‘Six years as a first-hand witness proved to me by its practise that
my theory was correct. The United Church of Canada, from the point of
promoting church union, is a colossal failure. It is simply a glorified Meth-
odist Church.

“‘Seven years have passed, and Canada has not yet recovered from
the tragic conflict that ensued. Homes were broken, lifelong friendships
were severed, people were left without pastors, churches were burned and
padlocked, lawsuits were instituted by the score, one case even going to the
Privy Council of England.

“ “Po-day, instead of union, theirs is disunion, a torn and bleeding body
of Christ, wounded in the house of friends, who tried by ecclesiastical and
civil law to force organic union upon an unwilling people. There are more
church-buildings in Canada than at any time in history. It will take the
United Church of Canada fifty years to live down the stain upon her record
in the methods she used in coming into existence. Union cannot be forced.
It must grow of the spirit. You cannot create an organization which
takes for its platform peace, love, brotherhood, and unity and uses war,
hate, enmity, and division as its methods of promotion and expect it to
succeed.

“If the Roman Catholic Chnrch, with a Pope as sovereign, with uni-
formity of worship, and religion as the dominant force in the life of men,
was not able to sncceed in compelling unity and uniformity, there is little
chance to-day of our returning to the medieval ideal when education and
democracy tend to produce a variety of thinking instead of uniformity of
thought. Church union is an exploded theory. It is the habit of mind
of the Middle Ages, and the verdict of history is against it.

““In the second place, human nature is against it. Church-union fad-
dists need a course in psychology. The theory of Karl Marx’s absolute
state, socialism in economics, and organic unity in ecclesiasticism, all are
of the same breed. One might as well argue that there should be one po-
litical party, one standard of living, as to say that all should worship
under one organization. Distinction represented by such terms as Pres-
byterian, Methodist, Congregational, Baptist, are not simply the results
of human ‘cussedness,” but they correspond, in part at least, to deep under-
lying differences in human nature, differences of which organized religion
is bound to take cognizance.

“‘Finally, the theory of organic unity is a delusion because the Bible
does not teach it. It does teach a spiritual unity, which is a far different
thing. Paul says there are diversities of gifts, but the same spirit; dif-
ferences of administration, but the same Lord; diversities of operation,
but the same God.

“‘Not organic union, but federation is the only feasible and practical
method of church cooperation. And even this method will have to be much
improved upon in its actual working, as represented by the Federal Council
of Churches in America, whose action and declarations have been so radi-
cally opposed to the beliefs and convictions of the great majority of its
constituency which it claims to represent.
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“The'greatest obstacle to church union to-day is the apostasy of the
Church. There can be no real union at the expense of truth. When de-
nominations are divided over the great cardinal doctrines of the Chris-
tian faith, how can we expect denominations to unite with each other?
The only union possible would be a union of all fundamentalists of the
various denominations and a union of all Modernists of the various de-
nominations. And human nature prevents this.” A.

Paper Communion Cups. — Perhaps our readers can understand the
irony in the following much better than those of the Watchman-Ezaminer,
from which we quote; the lesson nevertheless is important for all of us.
We read: “When the individual Communion glasses appeared, we were
not opposed to the innovation, for it seemed to us that they were more
cleanly and more healthful than the common cup. On the other hand,
as we looked back over history, we felt just a little ashamed that our age
was so fastidious and overparticular. Now, however, the limit has been
reached; for we are now informed that even the individnal glass is con-
sidered dangerous by some people and that paper containers, which are
to be used but once, have been substituted in places. This to us is
ridiculous, and we sincerely hope that it will not become common. We are
not certain, however, that the innovation will not become popular; for are
not drinks served in paper containers at our soda-water fountains? We
have heard of some churches that have even proposed to permit smoking on
the back seats! There is nothing like being up to date!” J.T. M.

Death of Dr. Patton. — Dr. Francis L. Patton, president of Princeton
University from 1888 to 1902, preceding Woodrow Wilson there, and dur-
ing the next eleven years president of Princeton Theological Seminary, died
in Hamilton, Bermuda, November 25, at the age of eighty-nine. Dr. Patton
went to Bermuda in 1913, upon his retirement from active life. In 1871
he came to Chicago as professor of theology at the McCormick (now Pres-
byterian) Seminary. During his service there he was prominent in the
David Swing heresy trial. It was he who drew up the complaint of thirty
specifications against Dr. Swing, who was minister at Central Church,
preceding the ministry there of Dr. Gunsaulus. The trial resulted in
Dr. Swing’s acquittal. Dr. Patton was the oldest moderator of the Pres-
byterian General Assembly and was frequently honored by his Church; he
was invited to preach at the golden jubilee of Presbyterianism in Edin-
burgh in 1927. A.

I1. Ausland.

»Billig wmgearbeitete Anuflagen.” Der Werlag Dorffling & Frante
teilt it Der U €. 8 K.“ mit, dafy ,D. €hr. Crnjt Luihardts ,Kompendivm
ber Dogmatif in dreizefnter, villig umgearbeiteter Yuflage, Herausdgegeben
pon Prof. D. Dr. Robert Jelfe in Heidelberg, Anfang Degember 1932 er-
feheint”. Wir fdhreiben died nicht, um hier dad Bud) zur Angeige zu bringen,
jondern wm auf eine Grfdeinung aufmerfiom zu maden, bdie einem in der
theologifdjen Bitderivelt ded oOftern begegnet. Was inir meinen, fann Dder
Lefer felber den Worten der Ungzeige, bie wir fier folgen lajfen, entnehuien.
Wir Tefen: ,WBiel {Givieriger twar die Wufgabe, dad Bud fo zu geftalten,
bak e3 in ber Methobe den modernen wiffenfdaftlidhen Unjpriien geniigt.
3n biefer Hinficht mukte aud bem Bude, da3 in Univendung der alten
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Wethode, die bie eingelmen loci einfad) nebeneinanderftellt und dem Stu-
dievenbden fertige Mejultate vorfeht, ein Bud) mwerden, das ein Gangesd nidht
blo Darftellt, fonbern fih organifd entwideln lakt. Dazu mubten nidht
blo etngelne Poragraphen, jondern aud) gange Partien umgeftellt, mehrere
Paragraphen vollig neu gefdrieben, und vor allem mupte ein fortlaufender,
alled eingelne verbinbender Tert gegeben fwerden. Dabei gall ed natiirlid,
pont Der YUrbett Juthardtd mbglidhit viel gu erhalten; das Heift, nur das
purfte fallengelaffen werden, wasd mit demt modernen wiffenjehaftlichen Smp-
finben unmoglid) in Cinflang zu bringen war.” Wie D. Jelfe dies alles
fertiagebradit bat, wiffen wir nidt, denn jwir Haben die neue Yusdgabe nod
nicht gefehen. LWir gebraudhen nod) imnter (und iverdben aud) in Jufunft
ol nod) gebraudgen) die elfte Auflage, die nad) des Verfalfers Tobe
bearbeitet jworben ift vom Lic. §. ¥ Winter. Die ,alte Wethode” (die fwir
da nod) borfinden), dbie ,de eingelnen loci einfadh) nebeneinanderjtellt und
pem Stubterenden fertige Refultate vorfeht”, gefallt und gang audgegeid=
net; Den Hang nad) einer neuen Pethode in der Dogmatif, die ,ein Ganged
nicht blofy Darftellt, fondern {id) organifd) entivideln Yakt”, Haben tvir nie
in und perfpiict. LQuihardt Hat ja fein ,Kompendium” vor allem fiix ,junge
Zheologen” gefdrieben, bie fi) ein ,pojitives Wiffen” aneignen foollen;
fiix Diefen Biwed eignet fih fein RLebhrbucdh) fehr gut. Wir bHaben {elr,
jebr viel Dogmatif aus Luthardid Dogmatif gelernt und andere ,junge
Theologen” iwohl aud). Wir fonnten allerdingd Luthardt nidht in allen
feinen Yusfithrungen zuftimmen, Wenn er 3. B, {dhreibt: ,Die Sdhrift
begeidnet Die Befehrung teild als ein Werf Der Gnade, teild als eine Lei=
jtung bezd Menjdjen” (. 288) over: ,JIm Neuen Tejtament ift eine, natiir-
lid) durd) den Glauben an Chriftum bedingte Heildzufunft Jzraels in Aus-
jidht geftellt” (&. 407) ober: ,Luther vberbindet mit der ftarfften Vetonung
ber Sdyrift ald Gottes Wort zugleid) eine lebendige njdhauung bon threxr
menjcdhligen Entjtehung. . . . Darin liegt die Unterjdeidung des Wejent-
lidgen und ded melhr BVeildufigen” (©. 344), fo Haben fwir da Luthardt nad)
bejjeren Borbilbern forrigiert. Aber bei alledem blieben ivir ung ded hHohen
LWerted ded LQuihardifden ,Sompendiumsd” ipuer bepuft; nidht nur filx
bag rveidge dogmenge{didhiliche Material, fondern befonberd aud) fiix bdie
furge, flare, itberficdhtliche Darlegung der Dogmen ivaren fvir ifm ftets fefhr
danfbar, fvie fwir aud) Jacobsd, Pieper, Stump und andern gerabde ivegen
ihrer Beibehaliung der alten IMethode dantbar geivefen find.

Sun fonunt aber etivad Neued unter dem alten Namen: ,Kuthardts
Sompendium der Dogmatif”; darin werden gange Partien umgeftellt, meh-
rere Paragraphen find villig neu gefdirieben, und vor allem ijt ein fort-
laufenider, alleg eingelne perbindender Tert gegeben. Moglidhft viel bon
der Yrbeit Lutbhardis ijt allerdingsd erbalten iworben, aber bdas, wad mit
bem modernen wiffenidaftliden Empfinden unmiglid) in Ginflang zu bringen
mwar, ift fallengelaffen fworden. IMit einer fold) ,neuen, pollig umgearbei-
teten Yuflage” fonnen fwir uns nidt befreunden. Wenn o griindlid mit
Dem alten Sompendium aufgerdumt werden mukte, ivarum nidjt eber ein
gang newed Bud) {Preiben? Warwm ein Kompendinm von Luthardt neu
auflegen, dasd gar fein Quthardifdes Kompendium mehr ift? Frither ift ez
Peyers befanntem Romumentar fo ergangen, und dariiber find ivir nod) Heute
nidht Yinwegaeformumen.  Wilfon {Gried einmal bierzehn Punfte; nadher
Bat man damit Sdindluder getrieben. Eebt fo ettvasd aud) in der Theo=
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Togenivelt vor? Die , Wiffenfhaft vom Verderben der Menjdengunge” nennt
man befanntlich ,Rafologie”. Fiir dad Werderben, baf man berbdienten
Fheologen nadh threm Tode jo ettvas aniut fpie hier Luiharbt, Haben twir
Teinen YNamen; aber bielleiht bdlirfte der Yusdbrud ,RKafologie” aud) Hier
nipendung finben. ST I

Wie ftefen moderne Miffionsminner zur Heiligen SHrift? Bfarrer
D. Qeinridh Stallimann gitiert tn bder ,Freifivde” die folgenden Worte
D. Suliud Ridters, die defer fweit und breit befannte Miffionsfithrer in
ber ,Aligemeinen PMiffionszeitjd@rift” feinen Refern borgelegt Hat:

~Wenn BVoltaive vor anderthalb Jahrhunderten prophezeite, in einem
Safrhundert fwerde die Bibel ein bergeffened Buch jein, fo hat thn die Ge-
iGidgte in feltfanter Weife Riigen geftraft; die Bibel ift Heute dasd ivettaus
perbreitetfte Buch der Menjdgheitsliteratur; ectiva 18 Millionen Eremplare
der gangen Bibel oder pon Bibelteilen fwerden jahraus, jabrein abgefest.
Aber gerade dad ftellt uns bor dad {dhivierige PVroblem, auf dasd i) Fhre
Aujmertfamieit ridten modte: JIn weldem Sinne Idnnen ivir Heufe Dder
nidtdriftliden Welt die Bibel ald dag Wort Gottesd prafentieren? Wir
erinnern an die berithmte Yusfithrung tm 2. Kapitel bes erften Thefialonider=
briefed, die im 13. Bers gipfelt: ,Wir danfen Gott ohne Unterlal dafiir,
pap thr Das ©oitedtvort, dbad ihr bon und zu horen befawet, aufgenonumen
Habt nidt als Menfdenwort, jondern ol a3, wad ¢ in Wicklidlel! it
Gottes Wort, twie e3 {id) aud) wirffam eriweift an eud), die ihr glaubt.” Dad
foar eine einfadje, flare, durdpjdlagende Einftelhung, bdie durd) feinerlet
fritifche Vedenfen gehenunt oder gebrodjen war. Die evangelifde Miffion
fwar und it in der Lage, mit perfonlidhem quiem Gefvifien eine afnlice
Gtellung eingunehmen, foiveit jie nod) ungebrodjen der Werbalinfpiration
anhangt. Wenn die Bibel vbom erften Kapitel der Genefid bigd zum lesten
per Offenbarung &t. Johannis das untriigliche und unfehlbare Wort Gottes
ift, fo fat jie Redht und Pilidgt, died Wort Gotted unverfitrzt zu vertiin-
pigen und zu bertreten. YUllein bdiefe Pofition it filr den weitaus griften
Feil der ebangelifden Weltniffion unmoglid) getvordben durd) die unablaffige,
burdy giwei Jahrhunderte fortgefeste Arbeit der Hijtorifdh-Lritifhen Theologie
und Der miffenfdaftliden Bibelforidhing. Die CSrgebniffe und NMethoden
diefer wiffenfdaftlichen Wrbeit find aud) in bie Yusbilbungsitdtten der amn-
gehenden IMiffionare eingebrungen.” — Eine iraurige Sadlage, wenn die
Miffioniave nicht mehr auf bag ,E3 fteht gefdrieben!” BHintweifen EBnnen.
Das feligmadjende Evangelium ftedt tm unfehlbaren Goiteswort. Wirft
man dag eine fort, {o fwird man aud) basd andere nidht lange behalten. .

Independence of the Anglican Church in Awustralia. — Our ex-
changes inform us that in October of last year the leaders of the Anglican
Church in Australia were assembled in Sydney and that one of the main
topics of discussion was the establishment of independence for those
churches which hitherto have been a part of the Church of England. We
are told that the idea of independence was not born from any friction
existing between the mother church in Great Britain and its daughter in
Australia, but that it is prompted entirely by the geographical situation.
At the meeting in Sydney a resolution of independence was adopted, and
then a constitution was drafted for the new body, which now awaits rati-
fication by the various synods of the Australian Anglican Church. A.
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The Situation in Turkey is Changing. — Some startling news has
come from Turkey during the last years. Is it true? Prof. Walter S.
Davison of Auburn Theological Seminary, who formerly was professor of
Biblical Literature in Robert College, Turkey, contributes an important
article to the Christian Century of November 16, 1932, in which he, drawing
on his acquaintance with conditions in Turkey, gives an interesting survey
of changes that have been going on in that country of late and of their
meaning. We are presenting a brief summary of his remarks.

Turkey, unlike Russia, so he points out, has no quarrel with religion
in its proper place. There are signs, however, that the Turks are no
longer satisfied with the Mohammedan religion. A few years ago a writer
in one of the political papers of Constantinople boldly voiced the opinion
that Islam is foreign to the native genius of the Turkish people and was
foisted on them after they had conquered the Arabs in Asia Minor. Be-
fore this time the Turks had their own simple and sufficient religion. In
a Life of Mohammed the writer admits that the founder of Islam took
over many things from Christianity and maintains that the two religions
are not inimical to each other. The successors of Mohammed were re-
sponsible for the enmity against Christianity manifested by the Moslems.
The ghazi is not a devout Moslem. He is eager to encourage the spirit of
religious liberty. Islam he looks upon as a hindrance to progress.

A brief statement of recent changes is as follows: —

“l) The deposition of the Sultan, the Caliph of the Islamic world, and
the abolition of the caliphate itself. 2) The exile of the Sheik Ul Islam,
the supreme judge of Islamic law, and the discontinuance of his office.
3) The abrogation outright of the Islamic religious law, the only law of
the theocratic state, and the adoption of European codes — the Swiss civil
code, the Italian penal code, and the German commercial code. 4) The
closing, throughout the whole country, of the mosque schools for children
(where the hodjas had taught little except the memorizing of long sections
of the Koran in Arabic) and the launching of a wholly new educational
program along modern lines. 5) The suppression of the ancient dervish
orders, those strongholds of Moslem conservatism, and the closing of their
numerous monasteries. 6) The closing of all medressehs, the theological
schools, in which the clergy were trained for the mosques. 7) Finally the
deleting from the constitution of the clause declaring Islam the established
religion of the state.”

On the other hand, one must not draw the conclusion that Turkey will
soon adopt Christianity. Liberty of worship does not here mean liberty of
religious propaganda. Christian proselytizing is bitterly resented by the
population. “Nevertheless there are individuals here and there among the
more earnest and spiritual minded Turks to whom Christianity has made
its appeal and who are interested in it as a way of personal religious living.
They are comparatively few, without doubt, but they may be the real hope
of Turkey’s religious future.” Let us hope that, when the Christian flag
will be unfurled in full freedom in Turkey, it will not be the symbol of
Modernism, but of the old Gospel which St. Paul proclaimed. A.
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