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Ein Prediger muss nicht alleln weiden, Es ist kein Ding, das die Leute mehr
also dass er die Schafe unterweise, wie bei der Eirche behaelt denn dfe gute
gle rechte Ohristen sollen sein, sondern Predigt. — Apologie, Art. 2}
auch daneben den Woelfen wehren, dass
sie die Schafe nicht angreifen und mit If the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
falscher Lehre verfuehren und Irrtum ein- who shall prepare himeelf fo the battle?
fuehren. — Luther. 1 Oor. 44, 8.
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L. Amerika.

Aus per Synode, Die Dijiriftzdlatier der leBten PMonate bHefdaftigen
i) fajt ausjdlieplid) mit den Nadriditen itber die DiftritidiynodaljiBungen.
FTrobdem twir nod) faft itberall tm Jeidjen der Heimfudung Gotted ftehen,
zeugen biele der Nadridten dod von Mut und Gottvertrauen. Yug Ofla-
Boma fommt die Nadridt, dak fich die Beitrdge fiir den entfprechenden Jeit-
rawm diefed Jabr etiva berdboppelt Haben. €3 {deint jid) Hier und andersdvo
au geigen, baf bie Chriften in unfern Gemeinden den Ernft der Sadjlage
erfentien und bereit find, wivtlide Opfer zu bringen, ivenn ihnen erflart
foird, ie e3 tatfadlic) fteht. ©3 ift dburdjousd nitig, bak jeder wafhre Chrift
in unfern @emeinden erfennt: ,Sein’ Wrbeit darf nidt ruhn.” — Gang
bejonderen Mt und auBerorbentlicdhe Anusdauer betveifen aud) die Diftrifie
in Gitbamerifa, ivie die Veridte iiber die beiden ShynobalfiBungen zetgen.
Ein bon dem Concordia-Berlag in Lorio Alegre Gerausgegebenes Biidhlein
fithrt in anjdhaulicer Weife die Urbeit diefed Gefdaftd bor. Der Yerlag
arbeitet fih je ILinger, Defto entjdiedener empor. — Uus bem Siidlichen
Diftrift fomut die Nadridt, daf in Florida eine Sonntagsdidule bejtebt,
ble Gdiiler aud perfdhiedenen Spradhen und Raffen aufiveift: englijde,
beutidge, (hottifde, trifde, ffandinabifde, italienifde, fitbifdhe und {panifde
Sdiiler (aus den RHilippinen). Yuf der Fidhteninfel Hat man neulid) ein
Rirdengebaude fiir $25 ervidptet. — Aus berfdiedenen Difiriften tvird
beridhtet, baf man Gottesddienfte fiir die Sommerfrifdler einrichtet. Mancher=
ort3 iperden diefe Gotiesdienite tm Freiem abgehalten. Yucdh in den bHffent-
lichen Unftalten wird die Miffion in manden Diftriften mit grofem Eifer
und mit grofer Bielberwuftheit betrieben, fo 3. B. in Minnejota. — Die
Direttoren der Synodalanftalten zur Ausbildung bon Pajtoren und Lefrern
erben mit grofem Cifer um &diiler, da die Statiftif nadzutveifen {deint,
baf twir innerhalb eines Jahrzehnisd faum genug RKandidaten iverden ent-
laffen fonmen, um bdie gewdhnlidgen Litden (durd) Tod und Refignation) zu
fiillen. — Unter den PManmnern, die diefed Jahr ihr goldenesd misjubildum
fetern, finben fidh die folgenbden: RProf. D.O. Hattftddt von unferer Mil-
mwauteer Concordia, Prifed H. Daib in Nord-Wisconjin, P. H. Dannenfeldt,
P. B, Keller von Kanfas, der wafhrend der finfsig Jahre derfelben Gemeinbde
gedient Hat, P. U. §. Qunb, der jebt in ber Blindenmiffion tatig ift, P. €.
WMertel, BVorjtefer ded Waifenhaujes zu Martwood, Pa., P. F. Ruppredt,
Haudeditor in unferm Concordia-Berlag. Dazu fomumen nod) die folgenden
emeriti: . Bartling in Ortonville, Minn., Y. Kaumeher in Lancajter, ©O.,
9. fiidle in Cleveland, O., und O. Pratoriug in Louisbille, KYy. B. €. K.

The Quadricentennial of the German Bible. — Under this heading
the Australian Lutheran reports how the quadricentennial of Luther’s Bible
was observed by our Lutheran brethren living in and about the city of
Adelaide, Australia. It says: “It was an imposing gathering that as-
sembled at the Adelaide Town Hall on April 29, at 2.30 in the afternoon,
to demonstrate that Luther’s great work, the translation of the Bible, is
appreciated still, though four hundred years have passed by since the work
was completed. The gathering consisted almost exclusively of members
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of the metropolitan congregations as also of those near by in the country.
It is estimated that well over a thousand people were present. A special
program for the occasion had been printed in attractive form, and in it
were set out not only the order of procedure for the afternoom, but also
many interesting references to the German and English versions of the
Bible ag we now have them. Prof. M. T. Winkler read the lesson and led the
prayer. The first speaker was Pastor H. Hassold of Eudunda, who outlined
the work that Luther accomplished in translating the Bible. He was fol-
lowed by Pastor W. Janzow, who spoke on the relation of the Bible to the
whole of Luther’s work and the subsequent attitude of the Lutheran Church
towards the Bible. Finally Prof. H. Hamann spoke on the influence of
Luther’s translation upon the English Authorized Version. An imposing
feature of the celebration was the massed choir, which, under the baton
of Mr.V. Appelt of Fudunda, rendered the anthems Send Out Thy Light
(Gounod) and Qlorious Is Thy Name (Mozart). A further gathering was
held on Wednesday, May 2, in the Adelaide Town Hall. Some four hundred
people, many of them strangers, attended. Addresses were delivered by
Pastors C. Hoopmann, T. Lutze, and E. Graebner, and anthems were ren-
dered by the choir. Pastor Hoopmann spoke on Modernism and the Bible,
Pastor Lutze dwelt on the testimony of archeology to the truth of the
Bible, and Pastor Graebner spoke on the inspiration of the Bible. To at-
tract public attention to these celebrations, the Luther League had arranged
for a Bible exhibit in a prominent show-window in Rundle Street. The
British and Foreign Bible Society kindly furnished a few rare Bibles to
supplement the exhibit. A German Bible printed in 1543 — before Luther’s
death — served to illustrate what kind of type was used in the earliest
printed Bibles. Another very interesting exhibit was that lent by General
Dean of Mount Lofty, an old German Bible, illustrated with hand-paintings.
The display attracted much attention.”

In concluding his address, Prof. H. Hamann said: “Luther was not
like a star, dwelling apart; he was rather like some central sun, sending
forth life-giving, fructifying, stimulating rays in all directions; and partly
influenced by these rays, Tyndale became the great English translator.
Hence we and all who prize the English Bible owe some debt of gratitude
for this treasure, under God, to Martin Luther.”

The Sunday afternoon service {April 29) was broadeast by two radio
stations, 5CL and 5CK of Adelaide. Prior to the celebration, on April 27,
Prof. H. Hamann published in the Adwvertiser, South Australia’s morning
daily, an article entitled “Translation of the Bible — Luther’s Great Work.”
This article a. Roman Catholic weekly, the Southern Cross, answered with
a tirade against Luther, “in which some of the many falsehoods which
Rome keeps on hand to besmirch the fair fame of the great Reformer were
repeated.” In refuting the Roman Catholic “outburst of misrepresentation
and falsehood,” the Australian Lutheran quotes, among others, the Jesuit
historian Audin, who writes as follows of Luther’s masterly translation:
“Luther’s translation of the Bible is a noble monument of literature;
a vast enterprise, which seemed to require more than the life of a man,
but which Luther accomplished in a few years. The poetic soul finds in
this translation evidences of genius and expressions as natural, beautiful,
and melodins as in the original languages. Luther’s translation some-
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times renders the primitive phrase with touching simplicity, invests itself
with sublimity and magnificence, and receives all the modifications which
he wishes to impart to it. It is simple in the recital of the patriarchs,
glowing in the predictions of the prophets, familiar in the gospels, and
colloquial in the episties. The imagery of the original is rendered with
undeviating fidelity; the translation occasionally approaches the text. [?]
We must, then, not be astonished at the enthusiasm which Saxony felt
at the appearance of Luther’s version. Both Catholics and Protestants
regarded it an honor done to their ancient idiom.” J.T. M.

Shall Lutherans over against Each Other Practise Open Com-
munion and Pulpit-Fellowship? — On this question we find the follow-
ing remarks in the Lutheran of May 10: “We have in hand a pamphlet
written by the talented, consecrated, and active president of St.Olaf Col-
lege, Dr. L. W. Boe. He titles it “‘God’s Movement’ and solemnly summons
every Lutheran general body in the United States and Canada to revise
the ruling that denies participation in the Lord’s Supper to any Lutheran
on the ground that the congregation to which this person helongs is con-
nected with a gemeral body which has not officially been declared in altar-
fellowship with the general body to which the congregation administerting
the Sacraments belongs. That is a ponderous sentence, and we state a case.
According to the rule now operative no member of a Church of the United
Lutheran Church is allowed to receive the Lord’s Supper in any adminis-
tration of it conducted by the Missouri, Norwegian, or American churches.
He can present himself (properly prepared) at altars of the Augustana
and United Danish congregations. Missouri excludes all except its own
members. Dr. Boe argues that pastors and congregations shall be given
the right to admit Lutherans provided they are ‘worthy’ in doctrine and
intention, regardless of the general body to which they belong.

“He proposes a similar amendment of the rule ‘Lutheran pulpits for
Lutheran preachers,” so as to lodge jurisdiction over exchanges of pulpits
among Lutherans in the individual pastors, with instruction of course to
maintain confessional fidelity, dignity, and edifications in their ministry of
the Word. Dr. Boe believes the doctrinal unity now existent among Lu-
therans is so nearly complete as to justify this modification of the Gales-
burg Rule. By so doing, all Lutherans can have access to the means of
grace in any community in which a Lutheran church is located. He urges
the general bodies to consider revision of this rule at their next meeting.
He does not believe we are yet ready for organic union.”

We merely wish to remark the following: — 1. It is conceivable that
a body bearing the Lutheran name is more heterodox than, let us sajy,
a certain Presbyterian communion; hence the mere possession of the name
Lutheran cannot be held to entitle a person to a place at our altars or
in our pulpits.

2. Whatever action charity may prescribe in certain special cases no
policy regarding pulpit- and altar-fellowship must be adopted which will
sanction false teaching.

3. The large Lutheran bodies are not yet in a position to establish
pulpit- and altar-fellowship among themselves. There are grave diffi-
culties in the way which first have to be removed.

4. While it may be true that now and then harm has been done by
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an overzealous emphasis on purity of doctrine, everybody who is not blind
must see that the harm which has come, and is continually coming, to the
Church through laxity and indifference in doctrine is far greater.

5. The U. L. C. itself, as the Northwestern Lutheran points out, is
pledged to the above principle. Its Declaration says “that until a.more
complete unity of confession is attained than now exists, the United Lu-
theran Church in America is bound in duty and in consicence to maintain
its separate identity as a witness to the truth which it knows, and its
members, its ministers, its pulpits, its fonts, and its altars must testify
only to that truth.” There is no reason why this should not apply to rela-
tions with heterodox Lutherans as well as with the Reformed. A.

The Merger of the Reformed Church and the Evangelical Synod
of North America. —On June 26 and 27, at a convention held at Cleve-
land, O., the merger between the Reformed Church and the Evangelical
Synod of North America was consummated. Since the Reformed Church
in the United States has 346,945 members and the Evangelical Synod
259,896, the united membership will be more than six hundred thousand.
The faculty of Eden Seminary at Webster Groves, Mo., will be strengthened
by three professors from the Central Seminary of the Reformed Church,
which until the merger was maintained at Dayton, O. The Reformed
Church, however, will retain its seminary at Lancaster, Pa., for the use
of students living in the East, including those who are now in the Evan-
gelical Synod. The church property of the united body is valued at
$96,000,000. The missions of the Evangelical Synod are in South America,
Honduras, and India; those of the Reformed Church are in China, India,
Japan, and Iraq. Medical work and schools are included in the missions
of both. The Evangelical Synod carries on nine deaconess hospitals and
two homes for epileptics and feeble-minded, also six homes for the aged.
The Reformed Church maintains five orphanages and four homes for the
aged. The Reformed Church is strong in the Eastern States, while the
Evangelical Synod has most of its churches in the Central West. The
merger wag approved by the “classes” of the Reformed Church in Sep-
tember, 1933, and by the General Conference of the Evangelical Synod
in October, 1933. The union is to be organic, not federative nor ad-
ministrative. J.T. M.

Episcopalians Discuss Preserving a Properly Qualified Ministry.
At their Church Congress, which met in April in Philadelphia and which,
by the way, is nothing but a free debating society within the confines
of this communion, meeting annually, Episcopalian leaders looked at the
question how their Church might keep men that are unfit out of the holy
ministry. The essayist who treated this subject, Bishop Coadjutor Wash-
burn, asserted that in a certain diocese, as a careful investigation had
disclosed, of sixty men who recently were admitted to the ministry one-
third should never have been ordained. Episcopalians have a system
which makes candidates run a formidable gaumtlet before they can reach
the goal of a rectorate. In the first place, the rector and the vestry of
the parish to which the candidate belongs must testify to his fitness;
next, a. board of examining chaplains tests his intellectual qualifications;
in the third place, the standing committee of the diocese scrutinizes his
credentials and the results of the aforementioned examination and possibly
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launches into a little investigation of its own before passing on his
fitness; and finally the bishop of the diocese has to be satisfied that he
is dealing with a worthy candidate. In this array of hurdles theological
seminaries have not been mentioned, although they, too, play a role. It is
taken for granted that, as a rule, candidates attend one of the theological
seminaries of the Church, where they are equipped for meeting the board
of examining chaplains. Bishop Washburn finds little fault with the rules
of his denomination for admitting men to ordination. What he stresses,
deserves repetition here: “We are all beginning to learn, it is to be
hoped, that legislation of itself cures few ills. Canonical as well as civil
law can and will be disregarded if men wish to ignore it. Granted con-
sciences actively functioning in those responsible for the admission of men
to the ministry, the number of misfits will be greatly reduced.” Now
and then the view is expressed that church-bodies with an episcopalian
polity function more smoothly than those that have a congregational basis
and that the former have fewer difficulties to contend with than the latter.
It seems the above might help to disillusion those holding such a view.
A.

The Convention of Northern Presbyterians.—In big head-lines
the press reported that at the convention of the Northern Presbyterians,
held in May in Cleveland, O., the Fundamentalists were defeated. There
were several issues on which they were outvoted. In the first place, their
candidate for the position of Moderator was not elected, the position going
to Dr. William Chalmers Covert, who in the Literary Digest is described
as a Liberal. In the second place, the Independent Board of Foreign
Missions, organized by the Fundamentalists, was ordered by the Assembly
to desist “from exercising any ecclesiastical or administrative functions,
including solicitation of funds within the Church.” All Presbyterian min-
isters and laymen who are members of the board must, according to the
resolution of the Assembly, sever their connection with it under pain of
being made the subjects of church discipline if they do not obey within
ninety days. This Independent Board, it will be recalled, was organized
when it became evident that Modernism had invaded the foreign field of
Presbyterian mission endeavors, Matters came to a head through the case
of Mrs. Pearl Buck, who was one of the Presbyterian missionaries in
China and who had come to doubt the virgin birth of our Savior. Although
she resigned from mission service, the Fundamentalists were not satisfied
with the attitude of the official board and decided to organize a mission
venture of their own. Having called several missionaries to represent
them abroad, it will have to be seen whether the Fundamentalists will
submit to the decree of the Assembly. In the third place, the Funda-
mentalists opposed the projected union of the Northern Presbyterians with
the United Presbyterian Church. It is a rather strange situation which
exists with respect to these two church-bodies. The Northern Presbyterians
are described as a denomination having a good ereed, but a liberal con-
stituency. The United Presbyterians, on the other hand, are said to have
a poor creed, but a conservative membership. The document of union is
charged by the Fundamentalists to be of such a nature that the contem-
plated union would represent a church-body with a poor creed and a large
liberal membership. It was on this account that the Fundamentalists
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opposed the union, feeling that the cause of truth would not gain thereby.
When the vote was taken, however, it was shown that they were decisively
defeated. The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church will
likewise have to vote on the union project, and if it approves of it, the
presbyteries of both churches will have to express themselves on it. “If
two-thirds of the presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church and a majority
of the presbhyters in the United Presbyterian Church give their assent, the
union becomes final in 1936.” — The skies look dark for the Conservatives
in the Northern Presbyterian Church. It is held by some observers that,
if the proposed union comes about, a split is bound to occur, resulting in
the formation of a Conservative Presbyterian Church.

After the above had been written, press dispatches brought the infor-
mation that the Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church voted nega-
tively on the question of union with the Northern Presbyterians. A,

The Ultimate Cause of Our Troubles. — The Northern Baptists are
experiencing difficulties similar to those through which our Church is
passing. A committee has drafted a plan looking to a complete reorgani-
zation of the work of the denomination, and in the Watchman-Ezaminer
issues of the last months this plan was thoroughly discussed by interested
readers. What one of them writes in the issue of April 19 deserves to be
heeded by us, too: “The real seat of our denominational difficulties is not
in the realm of organization. In making these statements, I would not
imply that there is no need of improving our organizational régime. There
is grave uncertainty, however, as to whether the changes proposed, if
adopted, will really improve the functioning of our convention and its
cooperating agencies. The seat of our difficulties is in the local church;
in the state of the though-life and the heart-life of the members individually
and collectively. It is the quality of life that lies behind our organized
life as a convention that is conditioning its efficiency. We need to turn our
attention therefore to the problem of improving the life of the churches. . ..
Even a cursory study of church-life will disclose the following realities
in the situation: 1. Superficial understanding of what it means to be
a Christian; 2. lack of vital religion in the lives of most church-members;
3. invasion of the churches by a vast body of pagan life and practises;
4. utterly inadequate programs of Christian education. The mere men-
tion of these realities is sufficient for those who know the fellowship life
of the Church.” Must we not say that this Baptist hit the nail on the
head? TIf we should be called on to diagnose our own case, would not
the four points which he mentions be included in the list of ills which
we should draw up? Proper diagnosis—let us not fail to engage in it.

A,

Fosdick and War. — One of the major topics of discussion in church
circles this spring was a speech in which Dr. Fosdick set forth his attitude
toward war. He gave his address the title “My Account with the Unknown
Soldjer.” We submit some of its striking sentences: “You may think
that I, being a Christian minister, did not know him [the Unknown
Soldier]. I kmew him well. . . . I lived with him in dug-outs, in the
trenches, and on destroyers, searching for submarines off the shores of
France. Short of actual battle, from training-camp to hospital, from the
fleet to No-Man’s Land, I, a Christian minister, saw the war. Moreover,
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I, a Christian minister, participated in it. I, too, was persuaded that it
was a war to end war. I, too, was a gullible fool and thought that modern
war could somehow make the world safe for democracy. They sent men
like me to explain to the army the high meanings of war and, by every
argument we could command, to strengthen their morale. I wonder if
I ever spoke to the Unknown Soldier. One night, in a ruined barn behind
the lines, I spoke at sunset to the company of hand-grenaders who were
going out that night to raid the German trenches. They told me that
on an average no more than half a company came back from such a raid,
and I, a minister of Christ, tried to nerve them for their suicidal and
murderous endeavor. . . . If I blame anybody about this matter, it is
men like myself, who ought to have known better. We went out to the
army and explained to these valiant men what a resplendent future they
were preparing for their children by their heroic sacrifice. O Unknown
Soldier, however can I make that right with you? ... When the words
that I would speak about war are a blistering fury on my lips and the
encouragement I gave to war is a deep self-condemnation in my heart, it is
of that I think. For I watched war lay its hands on these strongest,
loveliest things in men and use the noblest tributes of the human spirit
for what ungodly deeds! Is there anything more infernal than this, to
take the best that is in man and use it to do what war does? ... I am
not trying to make others sentimental about this. I want them to be
hard-headed. We can have, on the one side, this monstrous thing, or we
can have Christ, but we cannot have both. O my couniry, stay out of war!”

What marvelous display of deep -feeling for a temporal blessing —
earthly peace! Fosdick has so dedicated himself to the abolition of war
that he entirely loses his balance and brands every participation in war
as ginful, it seems. But divine truth, revealed in the Scriptures, which
leads to true, everlasting freedom, to heavenly bliss, is blithely ignored
by this crusader. Fosdick and his associates have caught a vision of the
life that now is, but not of that which is to come. They are working for
the things that are seen, which are temporal, and not for the things that
are not seen, which are eternal, 2 Cor. 4, 18. A.

An Astronomer Rebukes Modernistic Preachers. — While many
so-called ministers of Christ fail to see that Modernism spells the death
of Christianity, there are intelligent laymen who realize this very clearly.
We take pleasure in reprinting the letter which an astronomer addressed
to the Christian Century and which certainly is to the point. When the
writer speaks of entertaining a “reverent agnosticism,” we do mot quite
understand what he means. It may be that he has nothing more in mind
than the limitations of our human, intellectual powers. We now submit
the letter without further comment: —

“SIR: A recent issue of the Century points out a superfluity of
ministers. Tt would be most astonishing if, when all other professions
are overstocked, the ministry should escape congestion. But the results
of a questionnaire, as reported in your columns, indicate that an alarming
percentage of seminary students are either uncertain regarding matters
of prime importance or, what is worse, definitely contrary to the most
sacred teachings of Christianity. What business has one who questions
the immortality of man or the divinity of Christ in the clergy? If Chris-
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tianity to him is merely a system of ethics, let him live according to its
principles (as some of the rest of us are trying to do); but let it be
made clear that one cannot expect to be supported solely by good living.
If he believes that the ministry offers opportunities for culture and scholar-
ship, it may be pointed out that the average congregation cannot finanee
the developnient of his genius. Let him follow an academic career. He
may find that he has made a slip in counting his mental blessings.

“As an astronomer I do not turn to the Bible for cosmological infor-
mation, but I do not worry over the much-harped-on scientific fallacies —
they are inconsequential. I admit a reverent agnosticism; for certainly
T should not expect to comprehend the Maker of this complex universe
or the cosmical significance of a single human being. But when I go to
church, T want to hear a sincerely consecrated man who speaks with con-
victions and who prays as though he were sure he had a party at the
other end of the line. The Author of Christianity interpreted His position
as well as our own with respect to God and the future life in no uncertain
terms. I can see no half way about Christianity; if divinely inspired, it
leaves no questions to be asked; but if its origin is human, it is shorn
of its power, is incongruous, and a bitterly disappointing delusion. In any
case the Church will decay if it entrusts itself to these weak sisters with
their emasculated religion.” — William A. Calder, Harvard Observatory,
Harvard, Mass. A.

Southern Presbyterians Vote Not to Return to Federal Council.
At its meeting in Montreat, N. C., early in June, the Presbyterian Church
in the United States, better known as the Southern Presbyterian Church,
considered the question whether it should again become a member of the
Federal Council. Several presbyteries urged that membership relations
with the Federal Council be reestablished. When the matter came before
the Assembly, a lively debate ensued. By and by a vote was taken, and
the resolution to rejoin the Federal Council was defeated. It is with an
aching heart that one realizes that there are Presbyterians who are more
critical of the Federal Council than the U. L. C., which maintaing a con-
sultative membership relation to the Council. A.

The Backlash of the Depression. — In the Lutheran Herald Pastor
0. J. Lutness of the United Norwegian Church sounds a warning against
“the backlash of the depression.” He writes: “Maybe I should not use
the word backlash. Reaction would be a nicer word; but reaction is such
a broad, general term. It can be positive and constructive in its results
as well a» negative and hurtful. Since there is a lurking danger that
man may become depression-minded and reactionary towards the working
program of our Church and since this will work havoe with both man
and the Church, I have chosen to use this harsher term. The term
backlash has a decided sting in it. I am happy and proud to state that
tiiz constituency of our Church has striven very nobly to keep our Church
working during the times of stress that we are enduring. They have
succeeded, too, in a way that has warmed the heart to behold. But we
know also that there are those within our Church who have given nothing
or very little and have used the depression as an alibi. To be fair, I will
say that some have not been able to give, have even become destitute
themselves. I do not refer to these. The fact remains nevertheless that
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some who could have helped have not done so and have used the depression
ag their excuse. There is an insidious danger here for our own soul as well
as for the Church. The present crisis may seem plausible as an excuse,
but it will coax us into the habit of thinking that some time later, when:
the economic situation improves, we shall again do our full share towards
supporting our Church. As a reply to this allow me to point out two
facts. In the first place, the return to normaley will be a slow, toilsome,
up-hill climb. Some of us will not live to see the day when this depression
is but a memory. Secondly, if all of us, or even most of us, should take
this negative attitude, there would be no Church left to support when the
present crisis has run its course.” There is certainly much food for
thought in this timely warning against “the backlash of the depression.”
J.T. M.
Change of Name to be Noted. — “The National Conference of the-
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America has just concluded its sessions
in Minneapolis. The Central Lutheran Church, of which Dr.J. A. O. Stub-
is pastor, was the host lo the convention. With practical unanimity the
delegates, nearly one thousand in number, voted to change the name of
the organization to “The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.’” So
reports the Christian Century. It will be noted at once that the name is
too general and comprehensive. The uninitiated student will be led to
think that this church-body comprises all people in America who call
themselves Evangelical Lutheran. The same objection was raised against
other too inelusive names: United Lutheran Church, American Lutheran
Church, and American Lutheran Conference. While chronicling our dis-
satisfaction, we of course fully realize the difficulties which confronted the
respective synodical committee. — More important than the question of
name is that of doctrine and practise. Will this church-body which now
bears the fairest name on earth, resolutely set its face against everything
that is un-Lutheran, the various forms of unionism and synergism? In
the past there bas been much ground for complaint. We are thinking
particularly of the Opgjoer and membership in the American Lutheran
Conference. A,
Seward Completes Fortieth School-Year. — Under this heading the
Southern Nebraske District Messenger reviews the history of Concordia
Teachers’ College at Seward, Nebr., which has just completed its fortieth
school-year. In the closing paragraph we find a thought which may
encourage us in these days when we are confronted with so many serious
difficulties. We read: “Thus a new institution, destined to be the most
powerful single factor in the extemsion of our school system in this
territory, was launched. Were the times so favorable for such an under-
taking in 1894? Hardly. In the same issue of the Lutheraner in which
the coming dedication of the first building is announced, there is an
appeal for the drought-stricken people of Nebraska. Synod had chosen
a, relief committee, which reported: ‘“The western part of Nebraska has
again been visited by drought. The need is great since the harvest has.
failed utterly, and there is no surplus from last year. Many are without
the barest necessities of life’ In the same issue of this periodical Prof.
A. Graebner of St. Louis is deeply concerned about the synodical debt, which
had reached the total of $10,628.90, a sum which was evidently considered
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a serious matter in those days. A new Lehrerseminer in such times!
How the spirit of Christian courage of so many of our synodical fathers
again and again steps before us in their deeds and puts to shame the
apparent defeatism of our age that is so ready to wail, ‘We can’t!’”
J.T.M.

Gettysburg Receives Large Bequest. — One of the largest bequests
ever received by a Lutheran educational institution has come to Gettysburg
Lutheran Theological Seminary upon the death of the late Charles Cron-
hardt, an eighty-year-old Baltimore resident. He named the Gettysburg
institution as beneficiary in one half of his estate. It will amount to
about $450,000. It is to be applied to scholarship endowments. A portion
of the income is to be used to erect a statue of Martin Luther on the
campus of the institution.— N.B.N.L.C.

Union Services in Pittsburgh Not a Success. —If one might gen-
eralize concerning union summer services, one might draw the conclusion
that the older they are, the poorer they are. Having watched the curve
of a number of such movements, this is my conviction. Beginning with
the middle of June such group meetings are held in Wilkinsburg, Squirrel
Hill, Bellevue, South Hills, North Side, and, in fact, in nearly all distinet
sections of the city. The most important group of twenty-one churches,
which for gixteen years has been meeting in the beautiful and capacious
Carnegie Music Hall, is not gaining in attendance and support. While
still going strong, the interest is slowly decreasing.

John Roy Ewers, in the Christian Century.

PBroteftantismus in Umerifa. ,Dad Institute of Social Research in
e YPort hat unter der fadmannijden Leitung von Prof. Mart . Wayh,
beraten von Prof. BW. . Broton vom Union Theological Seminary, drei
Jabre lang eingefende Erbhebungen gemadit iiber benm Dergeitigen Stand
‘bon neungehn Dder griokeren iveifen Rirdjen im Proteftantidmusd in ben
Bereinigten Staaten und in Canaba, und ed Hat dad Refullat diefer Er-
Pebungen nun in vier reidhaltigen Banbden Yeraudgegeben.” o beginnt
der ,, Ehrijtliche Wpologete” einen BVericht iiber die genannten Unterfudungen.
€3 wird feftgeftellt, daf nur ein Drittel der profeftantifdien Prediger bie
wiffenfdaftlide und theologifhe BVorbildung Habe, die jebt erforderlid) fei.
#Dad Durd)fdnitidgehalt jamtlidher Prebiger hHhabe im Kahre 1928 um-
gefdhr Demjenigen eined aiveitflaffigen (semiskilled) Berufsarbeiterd ent-
fprodgen.  Und in jener Beit, alfo vor der Veprefjion, Habe bdag Durd)=
{dnitidgehall eined Prebigerd in Dden VWereinigten Staaten und Canada
1,407 ©Dollard pro Jabhr betragen. Eine Gemeinde milfle eine Mitglied-
jhaft von enigftensd dreifundert Haben, wm fabhig zu fein, einen theologifd
purchgebilbeten Rrebdiger begablen zu fomnen; dad fonnen aber nur drei-
gebn Progent der mweiBen proteftantijden Gemeinden.” €3 foll ein iiber-
jhufy bon vierzigs bid flinfzigtaufend nur tfeiltveife oder gar nidt theo-
Togifdy gefdulter Prediger vorhanden fein. Mand) {hiefed Urteil toird hier
mit untergelaufen fein.

Al Urfade fiiv ben gejdhilderten fibeljtand foird angegeben: Berfplit-
terung der Rirdjen, Rubelofigfeit Deg Lebens eined Prebigers, Mangel an
{ibereinftimmung Ddariiber, fwad die Pllidgten eined Heutigen Predigers feiem,
Uneinigfeit der Seminare in der Vejtinmumung dariiber, fvieviel von fozialer
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Arbeit ftubiert twerden folle, Mangelhaftigleit der Seminarbibliothefen, zu
geringe Vefannt{@aft ber Studenten und Lanbdidaten mit der theologifdien
RQiteratur, ungeniigende Mafitabe filr bie Verleihung eines Diplomas. Der
~Upologete” nteint, der Hauptihade fei nidht genannt: Mangel an geift=
licgem Reben. Und diefer Mangel, fo fiigen tvir Hingu, fonunt Her bon dem
Abfall bon Gottes Wort. .

IT. Auslond.

Sleiermadier der Sdubpatvon ded Renheidentumsd, Anlailid) bdes
Tobesd ©dileiermadierd vor Hunbdert Jafhren vird diefer ,Sdubpatron bed
Neubeidentums”, toie ihn die ,Freifirdje” mit Red)t nennt, bejonbdersd in
deutfchlandifden Blattern jeht tpieder biel genamnt und geritfmi. ,Wic
fonnen un3d in den Tagen religibfer Neubildung gar nidht genug mit Sdhleier=
madjer, dem groften ebangelif@en Theologen nad) Luiber, befdaftigen”,
fo {chriedb im ,Reidhsmart” in einem Wrtifel, betitelt ,Sdleiermader und
unfere Beit”, ein gewiffer farl Sdulz. Dazu {Greibt die ,Freifirde”:
~&3 ijt interefjant, daf diefes Urteil iiber Sfleiermadger fid) im ,ReidhBvart’
finbet. @38 dedt fig mit dem, masd ziinftige Theologen ber evangelijden
Rirde erft Hirglid) toieder iiber Sd@leiermadier gefdrieben Haben. Wober
aber biefe Begeifterung fiir Sgletermader bei farl SHulz? Weil Schleier=
madjer die Grunbdivabrheiten ded Ehriftentums vertvirft. Ungefithet fver=
Den folgende Worte, die Der hunge Sdhleiermadjer an feinen BVater gejdrie-
ben Hat: ,Ih fann nidht glauben, dap der eiviger wahrer Gott fwar, der
fid) {elbft nur ben Menjdenfohn nomnte; i fann nidht glauben, baf fein
Fod eine ftellbertretende Wer{thnung ivar, weil er ed nie ausdritdlid) ge-
fagt Hat und fweil idh) nidht glouben fann, dah fie notig getwefen ift; denn
®ott fann die PMenjden, die er offenbar nidht gur BVolfonumenbeit, jondern
nuy gum Gtreben nady derfelben gefdjaffen Hat, unmiglid) ewig darum
ftrafen foollen, fweil fie nidt vollfommen geiworden find.! Geriifmt ivird
an Sgleiermadier, daf er ,mofaijde Religion® und die Heilige Schrift ,fei-
nedfalld fiir bdie efvigen Grundlagen der Religion anjah’ und dak er fid
gegen die Menfden getvendet fabe, ,bie an einer toten ©drift Hangen .
RNad) diefen feinen Yusfpriigen eignet i) Schletermader fehr Iwohl zum
Sduspatron ded Neubeidentums. GSie geigen aber aud), dbaf er feinen Un-
jprud dbarauf fHat, al8 ebangelifdjer Theolog gepriefen und mit Luther in
einem Wemgug genannt zu twerden.”

Allerdings nidyt jeber ftimnt Sdletermadier zu. So {dreibt 3. B. tm
#SRirdenblatt” der Ep.-Lutl). Rirde in PreuBen (Nr. 9, 1934) ein gewiffer
Artur Bad): ,Uns ift SHleievmader fein Prophet, und ijt er fein Fithrer
per Rirde. Wir Yehnen ihn und feine Theologie ald Neberei ab.” Vad)s
Ausipradje vidhtete fidh gegen eimen Wrtifel im , ReidBivart”, in dem Schleter=
madjer al3 Srongeuge edter Religiofitdt gerithmt wurde. Bum DBetoeid
fitr bied Urtetl fwird dann die folgende &telle aug S@letermadiers Sdriften
gitiert: ,Jebe Peilige Sdhrift ift nur ein PMaufoleum der Religion, ein
Dentmal, dap ein grofer Geift da ivar, der nidit niehr dba ift; benn twenn
er lebte und fvirfe, fvie ipiirde er einen {o grofen Wert auf einen foten
Budpftaben legen, der nur ein jHwvader Ubdrud bon ihm fein fonn? RNidt
ber hat Religion, Der an eine Heilige Shrift glaubt, fondern der, fwelder
feiner bedbarf und tooBl felbft eine maden IMunte.” ,Dad”, {dreidbt bdie
»Freifivdge”, ,ift die bon Quifer in den SHmallaldif@en Arttfeln jo freffend
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gegeifielte Gdarmgeifterei berer, ,die givij@en dem Geift und Budjftaben
fdarfe Ridter fein wollen und mwijfen nidht, twad fie jagen oder feBen’, die
,0a8 duierlicie TWort verdamunen und dod) felbjt nidt jdweigen, fondbern
bte Welt vollplaudern und ~{dreiben, gerade ald Iinnte ber Geift durd) die
Sdrift ober miindlid) Wort der Upoijtel nidt fonunen, aber durcd) ihre [dber
S¢ivarmer] Sdrift und Wort mitkte er fommen’. Diefe Neberei Jat aber
bie gefamte neuere Theologie, die an Den Deutfden Univerfitdten Yerridht,
pergiftet.” R

Bur Klirung der Firdiliden Lage in Deutidland. Hieciiber {dreibt die
HUAE R K, Der Widerhall auf die Erflarung bved Befeuntnis-
tages ift ungeheuer. €3 laufen danernd Juftinunungserilarungen ein.
S einter Gemeinde Haben jidy z. B. durd) Handidriftliche Unmeldbungen
fiebgehnhundert Gemeindeglieder, dad Yeikt, 95 Rrogent der Wahiberedy-
tigten, in wenigen Tagen der Vefenninisdgemeinidhaft angejdlofjen. TJn bem
Tebten Tagen Hat i ferner eine grofe Ungalhl von Pajtoren, die entiveber
bei pen Deutfden Ehriften oder bei den Neutralen geftanden Haben, bei der
Befenninidgemeinidaft angemelbet. €3 toird deutlich, daf eine ftarfe Kla-
tung innerhald aller Urbeitszimeige der Qanbdesdfirche und ebenfo inmerhalb
per bigher bei den Deutfden Ehrijten jtehenden Gruppen eingetreten ift.
Damit bejtatigt fic) eine Erfenninis, die Hirglid) ausd den Reiben der Deut=
fegen Chriften felbjt in einer Bejpredjung mit den drei Prafibenten bded
Landesfirdenamis in aller Deutlidjieit gefagt mworden ift: ,Beben Sie fidh
feiner (lufion Hin. Hinter und fteht der geringfte Teil bed RKirdjenvolfs.’
Bon erheblider Vedeutung fiir die BVeurteilung der Lage 1ft audy, dak ber
Miffiongdireftor ber Hermannsburger Mijfion Sdhomerus eindeutig die
notiendige Zujammengehorigeit von Befenniniz und MWiffion angezeigt
Bat.”  Bedeutfam ift, dak am ztweiten Ofterfeieriag D. Freiherr von Ped)=
mann aud der Deutfdgen Evangelifden Kirdje ausgetreten ift. [Jn feinem
Sdreiben an den Reidhsbifdof erflarte er, daf er proteftieren nuiffe durdy
den Yustritt aud einer Rirdpe, ,die aufgehort Hat, Kirde zu fein”. Frei-
berr pon Pedjmann gelhirte zu den fithrenden Mannern des Weltluther-
tums unbd ar bon 1924 bid 1930 verfajjungdmdakiger Prajident ded Deut-
fdhen Cvangelijhen Kirdentages. Die ,Freifirdhe” bemertt Hierzu: ,Diefe
Nustritisbervegung ift beadtendivert und injofern Devedhtigt und begriindet,
alg ein folder Tatproteft tatfadlid) der eingige Weg ift, auf bem ein EYhrift
i) ber Mitberanttvortung fiir {hrifttvidriges Wefen in der Kirdje entziehen
fann, fwenn fein €infprud) bagegen unbeaditet bleibt.” T M

Detailed Information on the Latheran Movement among the
Ukrainians. — The News Bulletin of the N.L.C. recently brought an
article by Pastor Siegfried Lempp of Stanislau, Poland, in which this
movement, which has the support of the Executive Committee of the
Lutheran World Convention, is described. We take over the chief para-
graphs of this article: —

“It will soon be ten years now that a reformation has been in process
among the Ukrainians, who constitute the majority population on the
eastern border of Poland, at the door of Russia. Most of the Ukrainian
people live in Russia, where also, as a result of uprooting experiences,
a. strong religious ferment exists, which is being suppressed by the bol-
shevigtic terror. The Evangelical Movement there as also in Polish Wol-
hynia until now seems to have been in the hands of the sects. The
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Ukrainians in Little Poland, formerly Galicia, are now turning away from
the sects and striving toward a national Church. For this reason they
have from the beginning inclined toward the existing Evangelical Diaspora
Church, whose leader is Dr. Zoeckler in Stanislau, the noted founder of
large Evangelical Diaspora institutions. In the course of these ten years
twenty evangelical congregations of the Lutheran confession have been
established in the villages and towns near Stanislau, where formerly the
preaching of the Gospel was entirely unknown. There are at present eight
Ukrainian preachers, of whom three are fully trained pastors and five are
lay evangelists engaged in the work of preaching the Gospel. Four addi-
tional students of theology and eleven evangelists are being trained in
Erlangen and Neuendettelsau.

“Four congregations have already erected chapels, whereas four others
have made preparations for such buildings. The members of the young
congregations are ready to make great sacrifices in order to build chapels,
since there is no room for the services in their humble cottages. It is
customary to hold the services in the open during the summer. In the
winter those who cannot get inside crowd into the vestibule and stand
at the windows. Tt is nrgently necessary that more chapels be completed
this year. ...

“The Evangelical Movement has encountered the greatest difficulty.
The entire strength of the Greek Union Church in Galicia has been thrown
against it. In the congregation at Jezupol the members succeeded in
building a simple chapel at the greatest sacrifices, but they are not given
permission to use the building for services because it does not comply
with the specifications of a house of worship.

“The transfer to the Lutheran confession is made difficult in every
possible way. The Catholic clergy will not give the necessary documents.
In addition, fees are demanded by the state authorities when official notice
to go over to the Lutheran confession is given. These the poor people
cannot pay. Above all, the people are aroused and incited against the
Evangelical Church by much literature and by statements in the press.
The opposition, however, is not succeeding. The Evangelical Movement
is gaining very rapidly. Regular services have been begun in two addi-
tional villages in this month. The call for evangelical preaching is insis-
tent from a number of other villages. Our ability is insufficient to under-
take the work everywhere. Even in Wolhynia people are turning away
from the sects and appealing for Lutheran preachers. It is a pity that
this golden opportunity cannot be made use of.

“The services in Lutheran congregations are held with the full liturgy.
The valuable old liturgy of the Eastern Church has been purified of its
Catholic elements, but retained in its general form. In this way the people
feel at home in the services in which the preaching of the pure Gospel is
definitely the heart. In the past year an agenda was completed and given
to the congregation for use. A new hymn-book for the service of worship
was also printed in the past year. It contained in part translations of the
evangelical chorals of the German and English churches and in part also
old Ukrainian church hymns or such as have been revised.

“It was a great joy for the congregations that in the past year the
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Augsburg Confession was translated into the Ukrainian language and may
now take its place in the homes of the congregations by the side of Luther’s
Catechism, which had been translated some time before.”

While its connections make one doubt that doctrinally the movement
is entirely sound, we rejoice to hear of these victories of evangelical truth.

A

Famine Conditions in Russia.— Reports from the Ukraine, the
former granary of Europe, speak of the awful conditions which prevail in
that part of Russia. One report, for example, from the single district of
Kaliniwka, states that in the village of Saghwanschtechyna 2,000 of the
3,500 inhabitants have died of hunger; that in Nemyrintzi, a village of
700 inhabitants, only four or five families have survived; that in Kuma-
niwka 1,400 of the 3,000 inhabitan#és have succumbed; and that in Sam-
bovrodok in one year’s time 800 of the 3,000 inhabitants have died. The
greatest mortality is among children under fourteen years of age. The
same reports speak of increasing cannibalism. The authorities have ordered
that dead bodies may be interred only after decomposition has set in, as
otherwise they are dug up and consumed. Cannibalism is now punished
with capital punishment; but capital punishment no longer has any terror
for these people. Tt is estimated that during the last eighteen months
ten to fifteen million people have perished from hunger. — Evangelical
News Bureaw in Holland.

Nus Wolhynien, o, wie jvir fritfer Dereitd gemeldet Haben, eine grohe
Bewegung zum Cpangelium Hin entftanden ift, bringt der ,Reihsbote” Ddie
Nadridht, daf in drei ebangelif@en Femeinden unléngft private eban-
gelifhe Bolfa{dulen erridtetr worden find. Die Mittel dafilr find zum
groften Feil von den Gemeinbden felbji aufgebradt fvorden.

(Eb.=Luth. Freifirde.)

A Hoax? — With respect to the widely heralded information that
six hundred Protestant pastors of Germany had asked the Pope to be re-
ceived into the Catholic Church, it seems a real canard has been foisted
on the American public. The Allgemeine Ev.-Luth. Kirchenzeitung informs
its readers that one man whose name figured in the startling dispatch
joined the Roman Church, although there is merely an identity of names
here, not of persons. The number six hundred seems to have developed
from the more moderate figure four hundred, referring to a group of pastors
who asked the Pope for protection of the Church, without, however, utter-
ing any wish to come into the Roman fold. But the Kirchenzeitung de-
clares that it even has no knowledge of these four hundred pastors with
their strange request addressed to the Pope. Did here, too, the reporter
manifest a greater attachment to fanciful writing than to absolute truth?

A,

A New Testament Manuscript. — The town library of Augsburg
reports that it has in its possession a German Bible codex dating not
later than the year 1350. It consists of 337 pages in small writing of the
New Testament in a good German translation. In 1927 Prof. Dr. Adolf
von Harnack resided in Augsburg for a considerable time in order to study
this manuseript. He believed the codex to be a copy of a manuseript
completed by a Regensburg Dominican order.— Hvangelical News Bureau
in Holland.



