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1. Amerika.

Aus der Synode, ,Jft dber rechte Mifjionsdgeift unter uns lebendig?”
Dad it die Frage, die in einem Diftrifisblatt geftellt fvird, und zivar in
Hinjidgt auf die Tatjadje, dak ,augenblidlich eine grofe Unzahl Predigt-
und Shulamisfanbdidbaten zur Berfilgung ftehen, die nidht definitiv angeftellt
twerden fonnen, fveil feine BVerufe fiir fie vorhanden {ind”. Wie dem nun
aud) im grofen und ganzen fein mag, {o zeigen dodj die Beridjte der Diftrifts-
blatter, dbaf man nod) tmmer verfudit, dad Wort Gotted auszubreiten. Die
Beridhte itber die Qutherhoma-Miffion in Oflahoma geigen, dak dieje Station
mit ihrer Sdule filr die {ndianer wirflid) reiden Segen ausjireut. Die
Bahl ber Sdjulfinder und der Bubdrer in dben Gotteddienften mehrt fidh. J[n
Chicago Hat die fpanifde Miffion einen {o groBen Segen geftiftet, daf man
jeBt eine ziveite Station eingeridhlet hat. Der erfte Gotteddienjt fourdbe am
1. Juli 1934 abgehalten, und bdie Bahl ber Gotteddienitbefudher Hat guiveilen
die Hihe von 60 erreidht. — Crfreulid) ift aud, daf die Jugendarbeit immer
mefhr Beriidfidtigung findet. Einige Dijtrifte betreiben bdiefe Wrbeit mit
regem &ifer und bebienen fih dabei jonderlid) der Erfafrung, die die Wal=
therliga in melr ald bier Jahrzehuten gefammelt Hat. [n biefem Bufammen-
Hang darf audy die Choral Union nidht unertodfnt bleiben, da diefe Ber=
einigung bon Choren in der gangen Shynodalfonferens {ich die Yufgabe geftellt
Hat, bie befte driftlide und lutherifhe Chormufif zu pflegen. Dad erfte
Songert, bei Gelegenfeit der Verfammlung der Waltherliga in St. Louis,
fann getwif al3 ein grofer Crfolg Hingejtellt werben. — Daf nod felhr biel
Miffionsarbeit zu tun ift, geht bervor ausd einer Vemerfung ausd Nord=
Sllinois: “When we know that in four of the twenty-four counties that
compose our District we have not a single missionary or congregation;
when we know that in others we have only one or two; when we know
that there are eleven counties, with an unchurched population in excess
of 260,000, in which we have only one church for every 10,800 of the un-
churched population . . .; when we know that lack of personal consecra-
tion on the part of many and failure of personal contribution and sacrifice
have left us unable to meet these opportunities, then we ought to realize
not only that there ‘remaineth yet much land to be possesged’ in Northern
Illinois, but that we also ought to take remewed determination, inspira-
tion, zeal, courage, and consecration to go out in His name and to conquer
it for Christ.” Gollten bdiefe Worte nidht aud) in andbern Diftriften ihre
Untwendung finden? — BVon Detroit fommt die Nadridht, daf am 28. Juli
per €dftein Ded neuen Wohngebaubed der Sdule fiir taubftumme RKinber
gelegt fourde, L. € K.

The Question of Lutheran Union.— Reviewing the book of Dr.Theo-
dore Graebmer entitled The Problem of Lutheran Union and Other Essays
(Concordia Publishing House; price, $1.25), Dr. R. C. H. Lenski, writing
in the Lutheran Standard, makes the following remarks, which deserve to
be pondered by all who are interested in the subject: “Graebner’s book
deepens the impression that it is a hopeless hope to unite the Lutheran
bodies as bodies. More worthy of effort is this plan, that those in a leading
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position seek to gather into one body all genuinely conservative Lutherans
in America. Let them all rally and unite in one host. Let them all leave
any present hindering connection. Thiz movement will crowd into an op-
posing group all the non-conservatives, who are a motley array and always
have been. The split would thus be along the natural line of cleavage:
sound and conservative on the one side, liberalistic and notional on the
other.” A.

A Voice in the Augustana Synod. — “It is with surprise and pro-
found sorrow that I learned that a strange voice was heard and hearkened
unto at the last meeting of Synod at Rock Island. I refer to the invita-
tion of the Episcopal Church. I notice that there are two subjects that
they want to talk to us Lutherans about: a) Sacraments; b) The Historic
Episcopate, as they called it. Not a word about the Holy Trinity, the pre-
existence of Jesus Christ, His deity, the total depravity of man, blackness
of gin, or the Son of God as our Substitute. . . . Why?

“Because in this Church they have men that deny the deity of Christ,
the Virgin Birth, punishment in hell, and many other Bible doctrines (see
Professor Betts’'s questionnaire of a few years ago).

“What has been the attitude of this Episcopal Church in these United
States of America, in Canada, and in India in regard to the Lutheran faith?
It has been anything but fair and Christian. Have we forgotten the Swedes
on the Delaware? Have we forgotien the dealings of the Kpiscopalians
with the Germans in Virginia and with the Germans in Nova Scotia and
Ontario, and how they tried to steal the Lutheran Gossner Mission in India
after the World War?

“What has been the attitude of some of the leaders of the Episcopal
Church? What about Bishop Brown of Arkansas, who said Jesus existed
like Santa Claus? He was finally deposed, but, I understand, is still draw-
ing his pension and living somewhere in Ohio.

“What about Bishop Manning of New York? About two years ago,
at the season of the year when we Lutherans were holding our Reforma-
tion services, he said: ‘Yes, we are Protestants, because we protest our
separation from Rome.’

“Is it possible that the spirit of St.Paul, Luther, Gustavus Adolphus,
Esbjoern, Hasselquist, Olsson, Swensson, Muhlenberg, Walther, has de-
parted from the Lutheran Church? God forbid, we pray.

“We Lutherans ought to give a positive testimony to the divine truth.
We have done so in the past, but not because of entanglements. At this
convention of the Augustana Synod we went on record that we separated
from the Illinois Synod because of its skim-milk Lutheranism, and then
seventy-five years later pass a resolution for a commission to deal with
a group that has departed even farther from the truth than the skim-milk
Lutheranism of seventy-five years ago.

“Just such actions as this are keeping the Lutheran Church apart. —
The Augustana Synod could have spent the time it took with this resolu-
tion in formulating plans by which a closer union could be made with the
American Lutheran Church and the Missouri Synod and to strengthen
the hands of the conservative element in the United Lutheran Church.

“Yes, the Augustana Synod listened to the strange voice of seduction.”

John Paul Anthensius, in the Lutheran Companion.
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Concerning Lutheran Church Union. — The following editorial ap-
peared in the Lutheran of July 18, 1935: —

“CaurioNs CoNCERNING CHURCH COMPANIONSHIP.

“The Lutheran Witness, official journal in English of the Missouri
Synod, printed in its issue of July 2 the following statement over the sig-
nature of K. Kretzschmar. Since this number of the Witness dealt chiefly
with the deliberations of the Missouri Synod’s recent convention in Cleve-
land, O., we infer that the pronouncement proceeded from a Committee on
Intersynodical Matters, which was No. 21 on the list of appointments. The
following is the statement: —

“ ‘Propositions on the right attitude toward the frequently discussed
unification of Lutheran bodies.

“‘l. The true Christians to be found in all Lutheran bodies are mot
divided in spirit, but are spiritually one.

“2. The divisions in Lutheranism are disturbances within visible
Christianity and do not affect the essence of the invisible Christian Church.

“‘3. The disunited state of the Lutheran Church cannot be laid to the
charge of true and faithful adherents of Lutheranism as such, but is caused
by the devil, false teachers, and weak Christians.

“‘4, The issues separating the Synodical Conferemce from other Lu-
theran bodies are not trivial, but invelve fundamental differences in doc-
trine and practize.

“‘5. All faithful Lutherans deplore the divided state of Lutheranism
and are deeply interested in correcting this condition.

“‘a) They cannot ignore the existing differences, compromise with error,
or practise false unionism;

“‘b) But they will at all times loyally confess their faith, exercise due
charity toward the gainsayers, initiate endeavors to bring about sound Lu-
theran union, and be willing to cooperate when such efforts are sincerely
put forth by others.

“‘6. Essential requirements for a sound, confessional Lutheran union
are: ——

“‘a) Full acceptance of the entire confessional standard of true Lu-
theranism;

“‘b) Avowed willingness to apply this standard in teaching and
practise.

““7. Until those who hold or support disruptive teachings and prac-
tises have actually disavowed these errors, faithful Lutherans can have no
confessional fellowship with them.

‘8. Separation from disloyal Lutherans is not a judgment upon them
as though they were to be considered non-Christian, but is a testimony
against their disloyalty to sound Lutheranism.’

“We feel inclined toward a mild argument with the sponsors of the
statements in paragraphs numbered 1, 2, and 3. To paragraph 4 we offer
an amendment by addition so that it will read ‘but involve fundamental
differences in doctrine, practise, and sanctification.’

“WroNGg IDEAS ABOUT SISTER SYNODS.
“We quite agree with the major thought of number 4 — that the issues
separating the U.L. C. A. from the Missouri Synod are not trivial. And
the most difficult thing about them is the fact that they exist at all, that
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is, that one group of Lutherans finds grounds for so terribly condemning
another which holds the same confessions. No articulation is desirable, or
even externally possible, until an inner faculty for discerning motivation
and objectives has been put to functioning.

“Several rather extended descriptions of the United Lutheran Church
in America have been published recently by Missouri professors and pas-
tors. To us personally they indicate two impressions. The first is that
the United Lutheran Church in America has become possessed of a deter-
mination to make that group unite with us. Prevention of such a disaster
now engages the watchful guardianship of the Missouri brethren. In order
to save them from wasting energy, we venture to express the assurance
that the unionism of which we are accused is less violent than they imagine
it to be. We would expect cooperation rather than correction as the product
of combining.

“And while we are on the subject and with the rather intimate informa-
tion in our possession that an editorial position conveys, we feel constrained
to tell the brethren that they are not good Missourians according to the
American definition of that term. They refuse to be shown. They are
creatures of imagination. They adjust themselves to what they believe to
be the United Lutheran Church, but they seem to have missed utterly what
it actually is. They would gain by a more correct acquaintance with it.
They would find us a fairly respectable, Bible-reading, Bible-believing group
of persons. Our growth and influence encourage us to believe that we are
not entirely without divine favor. And we do not infrude where we are
not welcome.”

This editorial raises several minor questions. For instance: What is
wrong with paragraphs 1, 2, and 3? Certainly nobody is going to argue
against the statement that “the true Christians to be found in all Lutheran
bodies are not divided in spirit, but are spiritually one.” Those who make
this statement are waiting to be shown why they should not make this
statement. The major issue raised by the editorial is found in the sentence
faulting one group of Lutherans for condemning another group ‘“which
holds the same confession.” That statement declares, in concrete terms,
that the U. L. C. A. holds the same confessions as the Synodical Conference,
or, in the words of the propositions under discussion, fully accepts the
entire confessional standard of true Lutheranism. In discussing this issue,
two questions will have to be answered: 1) Are those teachings and prac-
tises on the part of certain individuals and bodies within the U.L.C. A.
which other groups of Lutherans condemn in accord with the Lutheran
Confessions? 2) If they are not, is the failure on the part of the U. 1. C. A.
to disavow them in accord with Lutheran confessionalism? — A matter in-
timately connected with Question 1 ig this: It so happens that men of the
U.L.C. A, on their part, condemn certain teachings of other Lutheran
groups. They repudiate these teachings as false doctrine. Do they believe
that these groups “hold the same confessions” as their group? E.

Methodist Laymen Voice Their Opinion.—In the big debate on
social questions and tactics, as far as they effect the work of the churches,
a group of Methodist laymen, described by the Christian Century as wealthy
men who met in Chicage on July 29, took a prominent part by drawing up
and publishing a document which may become important in the history of
the Church. Taking it from the Christien Century, we here reprint it.
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“The fundamental object of the Methodist Episcopal Church is the
building of Christian character. The message of the Church is personal,
individual. True Christianity relies for its influence on social and eco-
nomie conditions, upon the work of individuals who have accepted the phi-
losophy of Christianity and have ordered their lives by it.

“Economic and social systems operate upon mankind in the mass.
They are the result of social evolution throughout the centuries. In them-
selves they are mechanistic in character, impersonal in operation, and
not primarily interested in men and women nor in their hopes, aspira-
tions, or characters.

“Between the philogsophy of Christianity, with its emphasis upon the
personal relationship and responsibility of man to man and man to God,
and the philosophy of economic determinism, which relates all human hap-
piness to economic reward, we feel that there is essential and inevitable
conflict.

“Therefore it is the sense of this group that, when the pulpit and the
religious press substitute economic and social systems for the Christian
ideal of individual responsibility and freedom of choice, they are losing
sight of their fundamental objectives.

“The ills from which the mnation and the world suffer have arisen
from the spread of materialism. Those ills will not be cured by more
materialism.

“We call upon Methodist ministers and laymen everywhere to join us
in the study of the problem growing out of the conflict between these two
opposing philosophies. We therefore recommend that the movement among
laity begun in this meeting be encouraged and that a continuing committee
be appointed so that problems as they arise may be thoroughly studied and
facts developed that may be disseminated.”

The Christian Century thinks that, while the motives of the men who
drew up this conservative pronouncement are pure, without being aware
of it themselves, “their primary concern is for the maintenance of their
power. Not, fundamentally, their power in the Church, but their power
in American society. They represent power in a social order now under
terrific tension; they represent power apprehensive for its future; they
represent power determined that religion shall not become a factor in
bringing about a shift of power to other hands.” It is not surprising
that the Christian Century, being an advocate of the social gospel, should
take this view of the Methodist laymen’s declaration. Is it not altogether
clear from the New Testament that the Gospel which changes society is
not what we now call the social gospel, but simply the Word of the Cross?

A.

The Convention of the Northern Baptists, Colorado Springs,
Colo., June 20—=25. — The convention of so large a body of Protestant
Christians as the Northern Baptists (the Baptists in our country now
numbering 10,027,929 members, an increase of 161,720 during the last year)
must engage the interest also of Lutheran readers. Noticeable in the re-
port on the convention is a gratifying swing from the left of Modernism
to the right of positive Christianity, a more definite and Biblical stand
with respect to the purpose and work of the Church, and a greater con-
secration to the Christian privilege of missionary activity. Extremely
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interesting is the set of resolutions adopted by the convention; these after
all best portray the spirit of a convention. We quote from the resolutions
such matters as are of general interest and contain food for thought also
in our own circles. Much attention was given the matter of denomina-
tional papers, and pastors and churches were urged to support the church
periodicals more adequately and to use them more extensively. Blanket
subseriptions, by means of the congregational periodical budget plan, which
brings the papers into every home in the parish, were recommended as the
safest and most feasible way of securing for them an adequate circle of
readers.

The resolution on stewardship and missions provides for a Forward
Fund of half a million dollars, to be raised in the next two years by an
increase of contributions, each member being asked to set aside a separated
portion of his income, the standard for which shall be not less than one-
tenth of his income. In addition, each member is also requested to pray
for the missionaries of the denomination and to support actively its mis-
sionary societies, “recognizing their prior claim upon us over every other
missionary appeal.” The resolution contains features — a missionary for-
ward fund, increased giving, and regular, ardent praying for missionaries —
which, if adopted by us, would prove a blessing also to our own Synod.

The convention observed with alarm the decreased income and enrol-
ment which many of their academies and colleges are facing, and resolved
that only profesgors “who combine personal devotion to Christ with high
scholarship and ability” should be employed; that “the importance of
a liberal-arts education, in which the Christian way of living is an integral
part, should be held before our parents and young people”; and that
“more adequate financial support should be provided for the Christian
educational institutions.”

With respect to the Christian home it was resolved that in view of the
fact that “the future of our nation and our denomination rests to a large
extent on the development of Christian homes” the Church has “a definite
responsibility in training young people before marriage, more especially,
however, all parents, that they may know how to lead their children through
the atmosphere of a Christian home into a full rounded Christian life.”
The convention committee having submitted a special report on Religion
in the Home, it was resolved that “all pastors should study this report
and seek to make its suggestions effective in the churches and homes.” —
A special regolution on youth participation, “expressing confidence in the
Christian youth of the Church and rejoicing in their devotion to Christ,”
urges “all churches, associations, and conventions to make a greater use of
our young people in all departments of their work.”

The resolution on educational opportunity reads: “Whereas one half
of the 34,000,000 boys and girls between the ages of six and eighteen in
America are receiving no religious instruction whatever and this neglect
of the Christian training of children and youth has lowered moral stand-
ards and has brought upon us a great wave of crime; and whereas judges
of our courts, social workers, and public-school teachers are seeking to
combat this crime wave, but declare that they must have the motive power
of religion and are appealing to our churches; and whereas the Interna-
tional Council of Religious Education is seeking to enlist all denomina-
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tions in an aggressive, permanent movement to bring Christian teaching
to every child in our land, therefore be it resolved that we face this chal-
lenge as a matchless missionary and evangelistic opportunity, that we view
it ag of vital importance to our Christian religion, and that we put into it
all the resources at our command, not merely for this year, but for the
years to come; furthermore be it resolved that we endorse the plan of the
American Baptist Publication Society to enlist all of our churches in this
movement and to furnish definite suggestions for the work; furthermore
be it resolved that we urge our Home Mission Society, our Women’s Home
Mission Society, our State conventions, and our City Mission hoards and
the Baptist Young People’s Union of America to enlist their leaders in this
movement and to help in every way possible to bring Christian teaching
to every person in every community.”

The resolution on morals embraced one on temperance and another on
motion-pictures. The first stated: “We express our increasing conviction
that a policy leading to eventual extermination rather than mere modera-
tion of the beverage traffic in alcohol must be the goal of personal conduct,
Christian citizenship, and Government action” and “that there should be
launched in every church and school an intensive educational eampaign
setting forth the evils of beverage alcohol and urging personal commit-
ment to total abstinence.” With regard to motion-pictures it was resolved
“that we urge that continued pressure be exerted on producers for cleaner
and better pictures, that we continue to join efforts with other national
agencies to secure the abolition of enforced block-booking in the interest
of a free market and intelligent selection of better pictures by local exhib-
itors, and that we recommend church cooperation in every community with
local agencies seeking better motion-pictures.”

In a resolution regarding the four-hundredth anniversary of the first
publication of the complete Bible in English (the Miles Coverdale Bible,
published in 1535) it was resolved that “we request our churches to give
grateful and reverent recognition to this anniversary by appropriate ser-
vices and that we emphagize anew the importance of Bible-study as a guide
to Christian living and that we seek by every possible means to make the
Bible available in every American home.”

A further resolution, recommending for 1936 the celebration of the
three-hundredth anniversary of the founding of Providence, R. 1., as a haven
of religious freedom by Roger Williams, requests the congregations “to
make this event the occasion not only for the honoring of Roger Williams,
but also for reconsidering and reappraising the blessings of the separation
of Church and State, bought for us at such sacrifice, to the end that we
shall regard them with ever-increasing appreciation.”

Since four of the Baptist mission-fields — Assam, Bengal-Orissa, South
China, and South India — are this year celebrating their hundredth anni-
versary, it was resolved that “the occasion of these anniversaries be used
not only for an intensive study of these four fields and their needs, but
also of the victories and needs of all our missionary enterprises.”

The convention favored the Child Labor Amendment and urged its
ratification.— A resolution relating to a war referendum proposes an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States “providing for a popular
referendum before the declaration of a war of aggression.”
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The convention moreover endorsed the protest adopted by the Fifth
Baptist World Convention on August 9, 1934, against the severe repression
of religion in Russia, expressing its astonishment and indignation at the
persistence of persecution in the twentieth century.” A similar resolution
was adopted with regard to the suppression of freedom of speech by the
Hitler government in Germany.

On evangelism the convention adopted the following resolution: “We
urge upon the churches of our constituency a renewed consecration to the
program of the Great Commission and to the proclamation, privately and
publicly, of the Gospel of Jesus Christ”; furthermore “we vigorously em-
phasize the necessity of a perpetual personal winning of others, and in the
spirit of this convention we commit ourselves as individuals to the unfin-
ished task of world evangelization.”

The next convention is to be held in St. Louis, at the same time when
the Southern Baptist convention will meet so that the planned merger of
the two bodies can be carried out with solemn festivities. J.T. M.

New Home for American Bible Society. — The board of managers
of the American Bible Society has announced its purchase of a six-story
building on the southwest corner of Park Avenue and Fifty-seventh Street,
New York City, which it intends to alter and occupy early in the fall. The
Society’s first Bible House was built in 1822 at 72 Nassau Street, but it
soon proved to be too small to meet the increasing demand for Bibles. In
1853 the present Bible House was occupied, and since that date the Scrip-
tures in sixty-nine languages and dialects and five systems for the blind
have been printed and bound. — The Christian Century.

Salary Discussion among Michigan Methodists. — The eighteenth
annual conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which was held at
Bay City, brought its sessions to a close on Monday, July 1. The most im-
portant development of this conference was the serious consideration of
a salary plan revised on the basis of need, and in which all the ministers
are to “share, and share alike.”” The press reports that Bishop Blake not
only concurred in the resolution, but that he himself would be a part of
the new plan. A committee was appointed; but before the mew project
can become effective, two hundred of the three hundred and fifty pastors
in the Detroit Conference must voluntarily pledge their agreement.

The Christian Century.

Pearl Buck’s Divorce and Remarriage.— When Dr. Machen and
his coworkers in the Independent Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church criticized Pearl Buck’s religious views, it may be some
kind-hearted Christian people thought that their polemics directed against
the brilliant novelist was not justified. Perhaps here and there the thought
was entertained that, whatever the particular views of this authoress might
be on Calvinism, she was a devoted adherent of the teachings of the Scrip-
tures. It must have been with a feeling of digillusionment that such people
read the news that Pearl Buck and a friend went to Reno, Nev., both to
obtain a divorce from their husbands, and that the day after the divorce
had been granted Pearl Buck married the former husband of her friend.
Here we have another glaring instance showing what Modernism does to
morals. The Lutheran Companion is right when it says concerning this
episode: “Modernistic Christianity exemplifies in her [that is, Pearl Buck’s]

50
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own life that it utterly fails to achieve the very thing on which it lays the
greatest stress.” It very aptly quotes the words of Jesus: “By their fruits
ye shall know them.” A,

The “Churchman” Fined.— The Churchmaen, a liberal Episcopal
journal, was fined $10,200 because in November, 1931, it published an er-
roneous statement to the effect that certain motion-picture producers whom
it named had been indieted in the province of Ontario for conspiring to
prevent competition in that section of Canada. Its attempts to adjust
matters by publishing a retraction and correction proved unavailing; suit
was brought and ended unfavorably for the journal. The Ohristian Cen-
tury is asking its readers to come to the rescue of the Qhurchman, which
will be forced into bankruptey if its own exchequer has to pay the penalty
assessed against it. A,

Dr. Delany, Convert to Catholicism, Dies. — “Rev. Selden Peabody
Delany, the former Protestant Episcopal rector who was converted to Ro-
man Catholicism three or four years ago, died in St. Elizabeth Hospital
[New York]l on July 5. Before he entered the Catholic Church, Dr. Delany
wag the rector of the Episcopal Church of St. Mary the Virgin and an out-
standing leader in the Anglo-Catholic movement. Ordained to the Roman
priesthood about a year ago, he was the most prominent church convert to
Catholicism since 1919, when Bishop Frederick Joseph Kinsman of Dela-
ware transferred his allegiance. It has been said that Dr. Delany’s con-
version resulted in at least two hundred High Episcopalians’ becoming
Catholies.” So reports the Ohristian Century. What would St. Paul say?
“Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall,”
1 Cor. 10, 12. A.

Swedenborgians Still Exist. — Sidney L. Mayer of Baltimore was
elected National President of the Church of the New Jerusalem (Sweden-
borgian) at the 114th annual convention, which closed in Detroit June 26.

Christian Century.
II. Ausland.

iiber Qarl Barth. Unjere Lefer werden damlbar eine furze Stizze der
Laufbahn Karl Barth3 entgegennehmen, der lebted Jahr feine Stellung al3
Profeffor der IYeologie an der Univerfitat Bonn aufgeben mufte, iweil er
dem ,Fiihrer” Dden geforderten Treueid nur mit BVorbehalt Yeiften ivolite.
Die ,Allgemeine Ep.-Quth. Kirdengeitung” unierbreitet folgende AYusfunft
itber biefen bielgenannten Mann:

Prof. D. Larl Barth ift durd) den Bafler Regierungdrat zum orbent-
lidhen Profefior an der Univerfitit Bafel ernannt worden. Der nun in feine
Baterfladt Buriidlehrende {teht im fiinfsigiten Rebensdjahr. Er mwurbde 1886
in Bafel geboren und ift in BVern aufgemad)fen. Sein BVater war ebenfalld
ein befannter Theolog und fatte den Rehrituhl fiir Kirdhengejhidhte in Bern
inne.  RKarl Barth ftubierte in Bern, BVerlin, Tiibingen und WMarburg.
Getn erfted Arheitdfeld ald Vfarrer war Genf, two er ald Vifar de3d be-
fannten Prof. Udbolf Keller an der deutfden Gemeinde amtierte. Nadher
Tamen zehn Jahre Dienjt in der anrgauijden Bauern= und Wrbeitergemeinde
Gafenivil. n diefer Zeit hat Karl Barth feinen grofen Kommentar zum
Romerbrief gefdrieben, der dad Eroffnungsfignal fiir die dira der ,Barth-
fden Theologie” in Deutjland twerben jollte. Der Romerbrief bradte ihm
bie Berufung an die Univerfitdt Gottingen im Jahre 1921, 1925 folgte
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er einem Rufe nad) Miinfter; feit 1930 Yebrte er in BVonn, Seine theo=
logifge €intwirfung auf bie junge Theologenivelt und feine Teilnahme am
firdjenpolitifen Rampf in Deut{dland jind allgemein befannt. A

Fom im Angriff. Bum finfundzwangigjdhrigen BVijdhofajubilaum bdes
romifdgen Crzbijdofs und Lardinald Sdulte in K6In Hat der frithere papit-
liche Nuntiud in Berlin Kardinal Pacelli ein Scjreiben versffentlidgt, das
einen fehr Iriegerifhen Charatter trdgt. Der Kardinal betont, dah He
Treue gur Kirdge Chrifti und die Treue zum irdifden BVaterland nidht in
Gegenjab gueinanbder treten fonnen, ,folange jede irdifdhe Geivalt [alfo Hier
bie deutije Staatdregierung] fid) der eigenen Unterivorfenheit unter bdas
fonig3zepter des Gottediohnes betouft bleibt”. Da ja nun nady der Lehre
per romijdjen Rirdje der Papjt in Rom der Stellberireter Chrifti auf Erden:
ift, fo verlangt ber Rardinal Hier die Unierivorfenheit der deutjdhen Staats-
regierung unter dad Bepter ded Papfted in Rom. Nur folange eine folde
Unterworfenbeit befteht, fann der treue fatholifde Rirdendrijt aud) dem
Baterlanbe und der Staatsregierung treu fein. Fehlt aber bdiefe Unter-
foorfenheit, dann, jdreibt der RKardinal, ,Hat die Stunde gejdhfagen, wo
ber Bifdof, der ein Hirt und fein Mietling ift, Fraft feined Umiesd und
Iraft feines Cidbjdpurs feine Stinune erheben und furdhtlos und umer-
bittli) bas Upoftelivort bor dem Hoben NRat tviederfholen muf: Urteilet
felbjt, ob e3 geredjt ijt, eud) mehr zu gehordhen ald Gott'”. Die deutide
Regierung und dad deutfdhe Vol toiffen alfo nun, wad jie bon Rom zu ge-
iartigen Haben.

Derfelbe romifde Kardinal Pacelli Yat dagegen in Franfreidh) foeben
ganz andere Tone angefdlagen. €Er hat im Wpril vor der Wunbdergrotte
bon Lourded in Franfreidh (o angeblidh) einmal die Fumgfrau Maria er-
jehienen ift) eine grofie Progeffion von 70 Erzbifdhifen und Bifdifen, 3,000
Prieftern und Taufenbden bon Pilgern aud allen Vdamdern geleitet. Aud
hobe politifge Perfonen, ivie bdie frithere Kaiferin bon Ofterreid, 3Jita,
und der CGrgherzog Otto bon Habsburg, nahmen bdbaran teil. Gegeniiber
ber frangbdiijden Regierung und pem franzdfijden Staat fand der Kardinal
nidhtd zu erinmnern, gefdiveige denn zu drofen, obgleid) Defanntlid) Frani-
reid) Heute eine redht antifird)liche Haltung einnimmt. . . . Uber das fiort
Rom nicht viel.

Mit Franfreid) fann fig Rom qut ftellen, aud) wenn bon der ,Unters
foorfenfeit unter bad Kinigdzebter des Gottedjofnes” in Franfreich) nidhts
au fpiiren ift. Der Kardinal wurde bon einem WMinifter an der franzdii-
fchen Grenge feierlich eingeholt und Yerzlidhfte Begriifungen zwijden ihm
und der franzdiijfen Regierung ausdgetaujdht. Gegenitber dem ,gottlofen”
Deut{hland {Qacfiter Ungriff, gegeniiber dem ,frommen” Franfreid) Friede
und Freundfdaft! Und died gange politifhe Madtipiel immer im Namen
be3 ®ottedfohnes, im RNamen der Rirde Ehrifti und mit frommen Worten
unp @ebetenn] €3 ift wahlid fein Wunbder, daf viele ehrlide Menjden
in der Welt, bor allem, was , Lixdhe” Yeift, wad mit frommen Bibeltworten
einfergeht, einen Efel beformmen. Darum Heute mehr ald fe die Notivendig=
Teit fiir die wahre Kirde und fiir wahre Ehriften, fid) von allen politijden
Welttirdgen (aud) joldjen, die fid ebangelijd nemmen) aufs jdarfite zu
unterfdeiden und offen zu {gGeiben. Ofne {olde Scheidbung ift filx Chriften
Beute ein redjted Efriftenleben und ein redjted Befenninid bed driftlicden
Glaubend nid)t moglid. (Abgedrudt in der ,Ev.-Rutlh. Freifirde”.)
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Puritanism Still Alive in Scotland. —In old Scotland, as an ex-
change informs us, a committee of the United Free Church has found fault
with the Church of Scotland for observing “Holy Week” and sponsoring
“Lenten sermons.” A sentence is quoted from the statement of the com-
mittee which indicates the bias from which the attack results: “It seems
desirable to utter a word of caution to our people as to the danger of sac-
ramentarianism and priesteraft by any departure from the simplicity and
naturalness and real spirituality of New Testament religion.” Evidently
the spirit of Zwingli and Carlstadt is not yet dead. A,

Die Pivtyrerfivde von Madagasfar. ,Am 26, Februar 1985 taren
e3 humbdert Jabre, daf eine feldhdundzivangig Jahre andauernde Ehriften-
verfolgung auf Madagasiar begann”, {Greibt Pfarrer Hand Anftein, Bafel,
in Dem befannten ,Evangelifdgen INifjiondmagazin”, bem fveitverbreiteten
Miffionsblatt der Vafler Mifjion. Damald fwar die evangelife IMiffion
nod) fehr fung, nur finfzehn Jahre alt; aber iwie getwvaltig fdhon damalsd
fih da3 Cbangelium ald eine @ottesdfraft in der jungen mabdagajjifden
Gemeinde erivies, dbad zeigen die Uusfithrungen P. Anfteind in borgiiglidher
Weife. Bur Erinnerung an die Heroifde Martyrectirde Madbagasfar geben
ir einiged aus bem BVerid)t eiter.

Die Religion Dder Heidnifden Pabdagafjen befland im fvefentliden in
eifter- und Fetifdhdienft. Den bifen Geiftern bradte man blutige Tiers
opfer dar, um fie ferngubalten; Geldftiide ivurben in die Flitfle getworfen,
um Fluggeifter zu verfohnen; Baumtvolfireifen, auf Hohen BVdumen an-
gebracht, bilbeten Gebete und Gaben fiir die Luftgeifter ab, deren Zafl fo
grof iwar, daf man nie fvifjen fonnte, fvie bielen man eigentlicd) Opfer
bringen miiffe. Bejonbers im Norden der Infel fwar der jogenannte Tromba
perbreitef, eine Nervenerregung mit Judungen der Glieder und fwildent, {tar-
rem Bld, ein Bujtand, ber an Epilepfie erinnerte. Jm Tromba redete der
Geift eined verflorbenen Rinigd oder einesd fonft beriifmten Toten. Auf
irgenbeine beliebige Berleumbdung oder aud) auf eimen BVerdadt hin twurbde
per Tangena-Tranf, eine Giftmifjdung, gereidht, fwodurd) ein Goitesurteil
gefallt iperben follte. EPe das Efhriftentum ind Land ¥fam, ftarben auf
Madagasfar jahrlid) ettva dreitaufend PLerfonen durd) die BVergiftung ded
Tangena-Tranfs. Der Hodfte Gott und lebte Helfer, der Shipfer und Er-
Dalter aller Dinge, war Banaharh, dben man ald eigentlidhen Goit verehrte,
oie die Peidnifdjen Neger am Ogoive nad) Dr. lbert SdjiveiBers Mitteilung
ihren Nzame ald Yodhiten und eigentlidgen Gott anrufen. Die erften evan=
gelifgen Miffionsfamilien aud London trafen am 18. Yugujt 1818 auf
Madagasfar ein, aber wegen desd ungefunden Klimas perloren {ie in fveni=
gen Monaten finf ihrer Glieder. Miffionar Jones tvar {Glieplid) der ein-
3ige, Der 1iibrigblieb, und ifm gelang ed endlid) im Oftober 1820, in dad
Podhgelegene Tananaribo an der Oftfiifte der Infel gu gelangen. Hier be-
gann er feine Miffion. Sdon nad) zwet Jahren entftand die erfte Chri-
jtengemeinbe, bon der allerdings mnidht ein Glied getauft twar, ba Konig
Radbama 1. die Taufe berboten Hatte. Nad) jed)3 Jahren begann eine Mif-
fongbdruderpreffe driftliche Flugblatter Herzuftellen. Jm zelnten Jahr dexr
Miffion lag die {1berfebung desd Feuen Teftaments im Drud vollenbdet bor.
Xn Den erften adjit Jabren dber Miffionsdtatigleit toaren itber fiinfzehntauiend
junge Leute durcd) bie zablreihen Pijfiondidulen gegangen. Der Kermeifer
und bdie Lernfdbigleit der intelligenten Hoiva twar erffaunlid. P. Anftein
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urteilt: ,Die rafde Darbietung dHed Epangeliumsd in der Eingeborneniprache
Darf toobl al3 eine Pfingfigabe angefehen iverden.” RNabama I. ftarb im
Qafre 1828; nad) ihm regierte eine feiner Frauen, die beriidhtigte Rana-
valona I. Rabama Hatte einen jungen Mann aud’ der Vertvanbdifdaft ald
SRadgfolger beftimntd, etnen Chriften, den die jehauerlihe Ranavalona jogleidh
finridhten lef. Ranabalona ivar eine audgefprodene Feindin Hed Cpan-
geliums. Bon Yeidnijden LPrieftern umgeben, in jedber Hand einen Fetifd
Daltend, feste fie {ich bor dem Lolf auf ben Thron und gelobie bei allen Gei-
ftern, der Religion ber Bater frew bleitben und die neue Religion der Euro-
pher mit Stumpf und Stiel ausrotten zu fwollen. Bundd)ft ridtete fie in
ihrer eigenen Verwandifdaft ein Blutbad an, um alle etfvaigen THron=
anfparcter zu befeitigen. Dann jtedte jie fiebenbhundert dhriftliche Lehrer und
Sdiiler in dasd Heer, wm ihren Cinfluf unter der Jugend zu bredjen. Wber
diefe trieben num unter den ©olbaten Miffion, und in furger [eit befannten
{id) zablreiche Solbaten zuum Cbangelium. Die Wut ber Konigin gegen das
Chriftentum jteigerte i) geivaltig, al8 im Jahre 1829 die Frangofen ver-
fuchten, fidy bed Qanbde3d zu bemddtigen. Ranavalona fah von jeht ab jeden
Aualander und jeben Chriften ald ftaatdgefdhrli) an. Km Jahre 1830
famten bie erjten in Der mabagajfifdhen Sprade gedrudien Neuen Teftamente
aud der Prefle, um bie fid) die Chriften formlidh riffern. Jm nadften Jahr
fanden aud) die erften Taufen jtatt, da, im Gegenjab zu Radama, die Koni=
gin woh! bas Ubendmall, aber nicht die Taufe berbot. Die BVerfolgung der
QYhriften in grogerem Makjtab begann tm Jahre 1835, als die zabhlreihen
driftliden Solbaten um Befreiung von ben feidbnifden Beremonien baten.
Dad war der {inigin zu diel. Am 26. Februar 1835 berief fie eine grofe
Bolfgperfammiung, ein jogenannted Kabary, nad) der Hauptftadt Tananarivo,
exflarte vor den fiinfzelntaufend Solbaten und ben Yunbertunbfiinfzigtaujend
itbrigen Untertanen dag Fefthalten an ber alten Religion ald Gefes und
berbot jeden driftlichen Goiteddienft. Died Gefeh ftand fedjdundzivanzig
Kabre lang in Sraft, bis zum Tod der Konigin tm Jahre 1861. Bid dahin
blieb bie junge mabdagajfijfe Rirde eine Katafombentirdje; bdenn {o lange
tpurde jie, bald Heftiger, bald iveniger Beftig, je ivie die Konigin fid fiihlte,
perfolgt. Eigentiimlic) ift, bk die Konigin ifhren eigenen Sohn, den fpite-
ren Rabama IT., der leiber ein {dhivadier Charalter fwar, tm eigenen Palaft
@hrift werben und die Bibel lefen Yieh. A, Yakt ihn dod) getvdlhren! Er
ift ja mein Sobhn”, rief fie ifren Yeitmifhen WMiniftern zu. Bunddit be-
jtrafte die Ronigin die Chriften durd) Geldbugen, Eingiehen threr BVermbgen,
Rangerniedrigung, Verfdidung der Chriften zu Btvangdarbeiten in Stein=
briide uffo. L3 bdied nicht fruchtete, jdhritt fie zu Sffentliden Hinridhtungen.
Wahrend ihrer Regierungsdzeit Haben an die adtzig Ehriften den Martyreriod
erfitten, unter ihnen die junge, aud vormehmer Familie {tammende Raja-
{ama, die auf ihrem Martergang Lobz und Danflieder fang und die, bei der
nun berfdlojfenen Kapelle voriibergehend, audrief: ,Hier Habe i mreinem
HCrrn Treue gelobt, und ihm will i treu Hleiben bid in den Tod.” Fhr
mutiger Tobd ipurde andern Unlak, dasd Chriffentum angunehmen. Da nad
madagafjijfemt Gefep bei der Hinridiung von Angehdrigen ded Konigs-
Paufesd fein Blut vergoffen mwerden bdurfte, lie Ranabalona einige ifhrer
driftlicgen Bermwandien lebendig verbrennen. 9ber alled vermodite niht, das
Chriftentum auf Madagasdfar ausdzurotten. Dasd Chriftenvolf Hatte feine
Bibel, und baran lable e3 fid). Weil die Kinigin unter Yndrohung von
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Lermogendentzug, Gefangnis, Verbannung, BVerfauf in die SHaberei oder
aud) YTodedjtrafe ein Yuslieferungsgebot fiir Bibeln erlaffen Hatte, vergruben
bie @friften einen Beftand von fiebzig Cremplaren der Bibel irgendive in
einemm Walbe, um fiir alle Falle eine Referve zu Yaben. eit 1835 ipar
fein europdifdger Miffionar im Lande geblieben; o mwurde die Gemeinbe
dburd einige twenig audgebilbete eingeborene Prebdiger zufammengefalien, die
aber Doch den Mut befaken, nicht nur die Chriften zu jtarfen, fondern audy
felbft den Heiden das Cvangelium zu predigen. Wie die Chriftengemeinde
trof aller BVerfolgung mwud)d und unafhm, geigt ein Beifpiel. So zdabHlte die
Gemeinde in Jlafy zu Beginn der BVerfolgung adjtunddreifig Glieder. Bon
diefent urden pier Hingeridhtet, drei jtarben im Kerfer in RKetten, gtvei er-
lagen der Tangena-Probe, vier itberftanden fie, und fiinfundzivangig fonnten
fliehen und neue Glieder twerben. Flinfundzivanzig Jafhre barauf, nad
Sdluf der Verfolgung, ftand die Gemeinde mit faft dreihundert Gliedern ba.
Nady demn Tode der Konigin im Jahre 1861 wurde ihr Sohn, Radama IT.,
fonig, der {don gleid am erften Tag feiner Regierung volle Glaubens-
fretheit filr alle feine Untertanen ausrief. Die erfte grofe Chrijtenverfol=
gung auf Madagaslar fvar itberfianden; e3 folgte jpdter eine ziweite. Uber
bie Standfaftigleit der erften madagajiijden Chriften bei der erfien grogen
LBerfolgung, die am 26. Februar 1835 Degann und iiber ein VBierteljahr=
Hunbert twahrte, ift jo erftauniidh und jteht {o eingigartig in der Gejdjichte
ber neugeitlidgen Miffion ba, daf toir ihrer dies Jahr mit Redht gedbenten
und an der Treue der erften mabdagaffifden Chriften unfere eigene Treue
gegen Chriftum {tdrfen. 3L M.

Die Rirdenfrage. Wir haben ald Freifirde aud) in bdiefem unferm
Blatt oft und immer twieder unjere Stimme dafiir exfhoben, {Greibt &. Herr=
mann in der ,€b.-Ruth. Freifirde”, dap die RKirde die Ausbildbung ihrer
Hinftigen Pfarrer felbft in die Hand nehmen jollte; denn die theologijhen
Fafultdten {ind ftaatlide Cinridtungen und die Profefforen der Theologie
dafelbit Staatdbeamte. Der Staat behdlt {id) darum aud) dad NRedit vor,
fitr bie Tatigteit diefer in feimem Dienjt flehenden Beamien bejondere BVor-
{driften zu erlaflen. Neuerdingsd Yat der ReidBerziehungdminifter Ruit,
toie die ,CEffener Nationalzeitung” beridhtet, eine Anordnung getroffen, durd
die ben Profefforen und Dogenten der ebangelijdj-theologifhen Fafultdten
jebe Bifentlide Stellungnafhme im Rirdenfireit verboten wird.

T Sn bem Grlaf Beifst e8 unter anderm: ,Die theologif@en Falfultdten
find ftaatlige Cinridjtungen, die Profefjoren und Theologen Staaizdbeamte.
€3 ijt Pfliht eined Staatdbeamten, fid) in begug auf Sffentlide Streit-
fragen ber Buritdhaltung zu befleihigen. Gegen bdiefe felbftverjtandliche
grundlegende BVerpflidiiung Haben Lrofefforen und Dogenten der evangelifd=
theologifhen Fafultdten dburd) ifre aftive Teilnafhme am Sirdenfireit ver-
ftogen.  Jbhr Werhalten YHat in ftdrfitem Make dagu beigetragen, bal der
Rirdenftreit in3 Gebiet der Hodfdule und in die Reifen der Dogenten
und Gtubenten YHineingetragen fourde. K& bin getwillt, diefen unfaltbaren
Buftdnben an deutiden Univerfitdten ein Ende zu maden, und orbdne daher
an: Den evangelifd-theologifden Fafultaten ift jede
bffentlidie Stellungnalme im RKRirdenfireit unters
fagt. Ebenfo hat jede Ubgabe gemeinfamer Sffentlicer Crfldrungen mit
firchenpolitifem Jnhalt durd) ITheologieprofefjoren und =dogenten allein
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pder gemeinfam mit anbern BVoll3genoffen zu unterbleiben. Die Theologie-
profefforen und =bogenten Haben dafiir Sorge zu tragen, dafy der Charafter
ber Fablultat ald ftaatlidge Cinridtung und ifrer eingelnen Mitglieber ald
Gtaatdbeamte unter allen Umftdnbden getvalirt bleibt. Sie Haben pilidt-
gemdh fo zu hanbdeln, dak ibre in Stantgverirdgen fotvie in jtaatlider und
tirdlidger Gefegebung feftgelegten Pilidten und Redite von dem Kirdjen-
jtreit unbexiifrt bleiben. Das gilt nidht nur fiix die direften Amispflidhten
tm engften Sinne, fondern mit gleider Strenge fiir die mit Profefjur und
Dogentur verbundenen fveiteren Pilichtleiftungen gegeniiber den amtieren-
pen Sirdjenbehirden.

~©ollte aus Oriinben perjonlider itbergeugung ein Profeflor ober
Dogent geneigt fein, ber Vufforberung zur Mitacrbeit feitend freigebil-
beter fir@lider Vereinigungen Folge zu letften, {o bedarf 3
biersu auf Grund eined eingehenden Gejudhed meiner befonderen Genelh=
migung. Die Minbeftvorausfebungen hiergu find folgende: Der Gefudh-
jteller muf die Crildrung abgeben, dah er Den amtierenden ftactlich an-
erfannten Kirdenbehdrden nad) twie vor den fduldigen Dienft leiften toird,
baf bie Mitglieder der in Frage fommenden Firdliden BVereinigung jeder-
zeit ritdhaltlos fiir ben nationalfozialiftifhen Staat eintretenr, dak bdie be-
treffende firdliche Vereimigung bdie Wieberferjtellung ded Firdhliden Frie-
bend anftrebt und OSffentlidge Cinridtungen ausd dem Firdenparteilichen
Rampf berausdhalt. Die Theologieprofefjoren und -dogenten Haben ibhren
gangen Einflu dafilr eingufehen, dbap die Stubenten der Theologie i) jeder
pffentliden Stellungnabme im Kirdenjtreit enthalten und fidh) vielmelhr mit
gangem Crnft den ifjnen obliegenden Stubdien Hingeben.” (Reidsbote bom
24, Marz 1935.)

Durd) alle diefe Borgdnge follte e3 jedermann imuner ¥arer iverbden,
bak e3 jotoohl ber Rirdge ivie bem Staate zu groptem Segen gereihen
foiixde, foenn die Trennung bon Kirde und Staat durdgefithri toiirde,
toie fie in {o bielen amnbern mobdernen Staaten lingft durchgefithrt ift, tvo,
wm ein Wort Alfred Fojenbergs zu gebraudjen, Millionen bon PMenjden
L verjdyiedeniten religitfen Gruppen nebeneinander leben, ofne bdiefe relis
gitfe Gruppierung zu einem politifdjen Sireit um Staatsgrundidhe aus-
gunugen.” (B. B. vom 23. Yuguft 1934.) oA

Die Depifennst. Die Sdivierigleiten ber vergangenen Monate find
nun danf dem ‘Enigegenfomumen der zuftdnbdigen Bebhirden borldufig be=
jeitigt. Die Reidhsftelle fiir Devifenzuteilung verlangte im Seplember leh-
ten Jahred Die Griindung einer Stelle, die alle Miffionsdgefelihaften vexs
trete und mit ihr alle BVerhandlungen iber Debvifen fithren Ionne. Das
fitgrte zur Griindbung der {ogenannten WMiffionsdevifen-Qommijfion. Diefe
Sommiffion erhielt von der Reidhsftelle die Genehmigung, fiir den Unter-
Balt deutfdger Miffionare Dder ihr angejdloffenen ejellihaften monatlich
einen beftimutten Betrag ausfithren zu dilrfen. Die Verhandlungen mit
ben Belhsrben in Verlin geigten bor allem, dafy trob der Sdivierigleiten
einie freundlidge Bereitwilligfeit porhanben ift, der duBeren Miffion inner-
9alb der vorhanbdenen Beftimnmungen zu YHelfen und fo fveit ald moglidh
entgegengufomuten. ©o urden Wege gegzeigt und gefunbden, auf benen
bie Miffionsdebifen-Rommiffion ben ihr genefmigten Beirag monatlidh audy
erfalten ivitd. (Alg. Miff.>Nadr.)
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Christian Radio Station in Shanghai. — The News Bulletin of the
N. L. C. carries this interesting item: “The use of the radio in the service
of missions has been inaugurated in Shanghai, where a broadcasting sta-
tion has been erected in the headquarters of the Association for Christian
Literature. It has been planned to increase the sending power of the sta-
tion, which now has only a small sending radius, so that it can be heard
in all of Eastern China. The program includes the discussion of social
problems, talks on character-building, stories for children, health talks by
missionary doctors, news of the day, sermons, and music. Every morning
a family devotion is held.” The item does not say whether it is the old
Gospel which is proclaimed by this station or the modern brand, sponsored,
for instance, by Pearl Buck and her sympathizers.

Dr. Morrison on Church Conditions in Greece.— The editor of
the Christian Century, Charles Clayton Morrison, lately traveled in the
Near East, and his letters written amid the scenes he visited are interest-
ing and informing. Speaking of the Greek Orthodox Church, he points
out that this communion, which before the war had something like 121 mil-
lion adherents, through the suppression and persecution going on in Russia
hardly has more than twenty million members left. Concerning what he
saw in Athens he writes: “I came in contact with a movement which saves
me from complete pessimism with respect to Hastern Christianity. At
a tea at the home of Dr. Jesse Marden I met a priest of the Church, who
was described by my host as the leader of a brotherhood of preachers, and
my conversation with him was so interesting that I went on Sunday to
the church where he was the regular preacher. Those who know the Greek
Church will think I am using a Protestant provincilalism when I refer to
a priest of the Greek Church as a preacher, and as the regular preacher
at a particular church. But, no; I speak advisedly. This brotherhood,
or fraternity, or order, of preachers is an organization which started
twenty-six years ago with five young theologians as its first members.
It now includes about forty. They are among the best-educated men of
the Greek Church, all of them graduates of the theological department of
the University of Athens. They live in a monastery as one family, are
not married, but take no celibate vows. If one of them marries, he changes
his status from a member to a friend of the order. The name of the order
is Zoe, which signifies ‘life movement.” Its basic presupposition is that
the Greek Church is smothered in ceremonialism. The complete absence
or the puerility of preaching in the Greek Church is notorious. These men
consecrated themselves to the task of reviving the spiritual life of their
Church, chiefly by preaching, but also by the organization of Sunday-schools
or catechetical classes for instruction in the Scriptures and by publishing
a religious paper, Zoe, which already has a circulation of some sixty thou-
sand. Of late the bishops of the Church have begun fo recognize the
brotherhood and are drawing upon them for preachers to fill the long un-
occupied pulpits. There are now fifteen churches in Athens, including the
cathedral, in which these men are stated preachers and in which they
conduct catechetical schools. Other members of the order go out into the
provinces, where their work is being increasingly welcomed.” A,
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