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Robert David Preus, Ph. D. , Th. D. 

The English language does not have an equivalent for the German 
word Festschri9, a book o r  a collection of essays to commemorate 
anniversaries or birthdays of  notable scholars. The year 1984 marked 
the tenth anniversary of Dr. Robert D. Preus as president of Con- 
cordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana, and his sixtieth 
birthday. The year 1974, in which he was chose11 as president of the 
seminary, was a notable one  for the Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn- 
od and for Dr. Preus. Before that year ended, he served as academic 
dean of Concordia Seminary. St. Louis, and its effective leader when 
its acting president, the late Dr. Martin Scharlemann, became too 
i l l  to serve. In July of that year Dr. Preus began serving as president 
of this seminary, then in Springfield, Illinois. 

By the time he had come to Springfield, Dr. Preus had established 
himself as a scholar and a recognized authority in confessional Lu- 
theran theology, having published three academic books in that area. 
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During his tenure as seminary president, he established himself as 
a churchman and leader, giving a new direction and a different im- 
age to the seminary. Two years after coming to the seminary, he su- 
pervised its move from its near century-long home in Springfield to 
a new location in the city of its founding, Fort Wayne, Indiana. This 
change made new programs possible. 

Dr. Preus was responsible for adding a missions department to the 
seminary with two faculty posts designated for this area. A graduate 
school was added which nuw awards the Doctor of Minisby and Master 
of Sacred Theology degrees. A more extensive program of continu- 
ing education was started. An annual Symposium on the Lutheran 
Confessions, which is about to begin its ninth year, was initiated. Dur- 
ing these ten years he served as a member of the International Coun- 
cil on Biblical Inerrancy, the Synod's Commission on Theology and 
Church Relations, and the Synod's Colloquy Committee; as a direc- 
tor of Lutheran Bible Translators; and as a scholar of the Christiani- 
ty Today Institute. He has left his mark not only in the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod but in bbevangelical" circles as well. 

His chief contribution has been as president of Concordia Theo- 
logical Seminary. He has widened the participation of the church in 
the guidance of the seminary by organizing the President's Advisory 
Council, which brings together h m  all wer the country Lutheran 
lay persons who use their divergent professional backgrounds for the 
benefit of the seminary. Special programs for Hispanic, black, deaf, 
and handicapped ministries have been added to the seminary's cur- 
riculum. The seminary has its own printshop and publishes articles 
of theological interest. His term as seminary president has been marked 
by academic excellence in the faculty, daring and courage in new pro- 
grams to fit the needs of the synod, and a widely recognized firm 
commitment to the confessional tradition of the Lutheran Church. 
He is well known as a preacher and evangelist. The name Preus in 
the twentieth century has become synonymous with confessional fi- 
delity, and he has earned a place in histories of American Lutheran- 
ism that are still to be written. His place in the history of Concordia 
Theological Seminary (which he has served longer than any other 
president in the last half century) and in the history of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, as foremost spokesman for its confessional 
theology, is certain. Though he has fulfilled a special role in the his- 
tory of Fort Wayne, without him, humanly speaking of course, Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. buis, would not be the institution that it is today. 
To him, therefore, this issue of the Conconiia neological Quarterly 
is dedicated as a Festschrift. May God continue to use him for the 
benefit of the church in the decades to come. 

The Editors 


