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the close of the meeting. The hymns indicated are numbered according
to the new Lutheran hymn-book of the Missouri Synod as well as of the
Wisconsin® Synod. Where neccessary, the Wisconsin IIymnal numbers
indicate substitutes. When singing hymns the class ought to rise.

The group leaders see to it that the members have their Bibles
with them. They also distribute the hymnals, and in other ways aid in
the management of the class and its work.

In the usc of these lessons, the utniost variety is permissible. For
instance, it is possible to leave all italicized lesson study material for
home work. Or written reports may be asked, each group reporting on
one of the numbered portions. At first the looking-up of texts will take
much time, but there is no better way to get acquainted with the whole
Bible. If the texts to be looked up (referred to in italicized portions)
are assigned in advance to individuals (or to groups), there will be a
saving of time for the class meeting.

You Can Make Your Educational Activities More Interesting -
and Instructive

THE SLIDE BUREAU WILL ASSIST YOU.

Speaking About Creating Interest in Missions Professor Graeb-
ner said: We Know No Better Aid Than—The Picture.

Biblical Subjects: Life of Christ, Life of St. Paul, Moses, etc.,
Church History: The Lutheran Church, Martin T,uther, Missouri
Synod, etc.,, Missions: Our Church’s Work in China, India, South
America, among the Apache Indians, etc.

And Many Other Lectures, Each With Accompanying Manuscript

For Twenty-Five Dollars Any Society May Have Use of Any
or All of These Lectures During a Period of One Year.

Slides Rented at 7 Cents Per Slide. We Also Have Supplics.
| Olnc-half Year's Slide Service Iree with Every Machine Pur-
chased.

Write For Booklet and Further Information.

Address: Educational Department of the Walther League,
6438 Eggleston Ave., Chicago, Ill.

Our Aim—To Help Make Well-Informed, Intelligent, and Effi-
cient Church IVorkers.
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PREFACE

The lessons in this number of the Bible Student are a return to the
topical plan. Twelve subjects related to the Christian Life arc treated,
with two or three lesson texts for cach topic.  Frequent questions, calculated
to enliven the discussions, are again interspersed.

It will be noted that when questions apt to raise considerable discussion
arce submitted, less text material and comment are provided, thus causing
an unequal amount of printed matter in the lessons here submitted. In
actual use, the time nccessary for the study of these lessons will, never-
theless, prove of equal length for all, or ncarly so.

However, the writer cannot too much emphasize the flexibility of the
“system advocated in these lessons. IHe has aimed at the elimination of
all rigid form. The object is not at all to cover the same number of
verses in ecach lesson. Again, the sessions of the class need not be of the
same length but may vary from 40 minutes to 60 or more. Discussion
should flow frcely, even if only onc section of a lesson is finished in that
session of the class. There is no recason why these twelve lessons should
be forced through in exactly twelve meetings of the class, or why each
meeting should last exactly one hour. '

It is, of course, to be preferred for practical reasons, to have the length
of session limited to a certain time, as 60 minutes. Average classes will,
ordinarily, complete cach manual in twelve lessons.  But if one question or
Scripture reference should elicit discussion which claims even half the
lesson hour, no harm is done, but quite the reverse. If the author could
achieve this result, that classes actually discuss the Bible and its doctrines,
stccess would he achicved even though a class spent an entire year on just
one lesson quarterly. The lesson material is so divided that short sections
of the Seriptures are the subject of study, and the end of any section may
fitly be made the conclusion of the session’s work, if the time is exhausted.

Not all classes are alike. Some will ask many questions, others few,
some will work fast, others slow. It is believed that the average class
will be able to complete cach of the twenty-four lessons within
a sixty minute study period. If it is found that the study of the
lessons transgresses this allowance of time, various expedients may
be used in order to complete each manual in twelve weeks. 1) The
reading of the lesson texts, as suggested i the directions above,
by the class-leader instcad of verse by verse by members of the
class; this will mean a saving of time if the class leader has carcfully
studied the text in advance so as to insure rapid reading. 2) The
various sections which constitute the lessons may be assigned in advance
cach to a student, or to a group of students, if the class is organized
into groups. Such special advance work (in addition to the prelim-
inary reading of the lessous which all students are expected to do)
will very much speed up the work in class. 3) Fach student (or group)
may be given one Application or Question (the matter in italics, or
slanting type), to report on when the class meets. 4) Out of each lesson
an cntirc scction may be assigned to the class, or to a group in the
class, to be reported on at the next meeting. In such casey, none of the
lesson material of this section except the text itself would be read in
class. The entire work on such section would consist in a report from
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be omitted. 6) The Meditation may be assigned for home reading.
Now some cautions and don’ts:

DON’'T, for the sake of “getting through,” omit the “Questions.”
These questions are designed to be thought-compellers. Furthermore,
they are intended to call out discussion, action, so that the class does

not merely listen to a lecture while in session but studies the Bible and
discusses it.

members of the class. 5) The parallels from Jude in 2 Peter may

DON'T omit looking up the references called for in the comunent
and questions. ‘T'hese references are essential to .thc understanding  of
the lesson. DBy looking them up, you enable the Bible to interpret itself,

Hence these lessons cannot be properly uscd unless each member has a
Bible at hand.

DON'T try to gain time by omitting the hymmns. These have bcen
selected with the greatest care and will add greatly to the deepening of
impressions. Sing them, or at least sing a number of stanzas judiciously
selected from each. They will prove a wonderful stimulant to the class.

Once more,
Don’t omit the Questions, the References, the Hymns!

And now one more caution. Do not think, hecause many passages
treated in theselessons are familiar to us, that we cannot receive from them .
new knowledge, new impressions of divine truth, new strength for
da}lly life, new comfort and hope. The Bible is an inexhaustible well of
Living Water. You will never go in vain when you go to it for kuowl-
“edge, strength, and consolation. You will find this to be true_when you
study these passages treating the Christian life. All that the editor’s com-
ment can do is to remove obstacles to the understanding of the text, H}S
work is not a substitute for the work of the class, but only as an aid to it
Iﬁ it 'will open anew the eyes of our Bible student to the unsearchable
riches of Christ and His salvation, the purpose which this Bible Study
Quarterly is designed to serve has been served.

And may God bless you! TH. GRAEBNER.
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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

FIRST LESSON
REPENTANCE

OPENING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 307: Lord, we. confess (Wisc., 133)
Scripture Reading: Psalm 32. Prayer

I. THE PARABLE OF THE FIG-TREE
Luke 13, 1-9

1. There were present at that season (time) some that told him of the
Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2. And
Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye (Do you think) that these
Galileans were (worse) ,sinners above (than) all the -Galileans, because
they suffered such things? 3. I tell you; Nay: but, except (unless) ye re-
pent, ye shall all likewise perish. - 4. Or those eighteen, upon whom the
tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that'they were (worse) sin-
ners above all (the rest of the) men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 5. 1 tell
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 'likewise perish.

6. He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted
in bis vineyard; and he came and sought (searched for) fruit thereon, and
found none. 7. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold,
these three years I came seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut
it down; why cumbereth it the ground (should it take up space)? 8. And
he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall
dig about it, and dung it (put in manure): 9. And if it bear fruit, well:
and if not, then after that thou shalt cut.it down,

The importance of repentance is taught in this lesson. “Iixcept ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” “If the fig-tree does not bear fruit,
it shall be cut down.”

Jesus had spoken to the people about the Last Judgment. Some
were present who brought a piece of news from Jerusalem: Pilate had
caused some Galileans, probably rioters who were making a demonstration
in the Temple, to be slain by his soldiers at the altar of sacrifice. ‘The
questioners implied that these men must have been especially wicked, to
he punished so suddenly, Jesus asserts that this conclusion could not be
drawn, and warns the Jews that they all were equally guilty and would
be forever lost unless they repented. About the same time a tower in
the city of Jerusalem, near the pool called Siloam, had fallen over and
killed some people. Again, Jesus says that these people were no sinners
above others. Because His hearers had not been punished, they must not
believe that they were sure of being saved.  Unless they repented, they
would all be lost.

1. The word translated repentance means “change of mind.” Repentance
is more than regret and sorrow for the wrong-doing of the past. It means
that one state of mind is evchanged for another; a turning from sin to
God. : '
2. In the parable of the Prodigal Son, what is the twrning point?
(Luke 15.)

3. TVe learn from onr lesson that unless there is repentance, the sinner’s
lot will be perdition, 1WVhat s meant by this? Read 2 Peier 3, 7.
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Jesus now tells ‘the parable of the Fig-trce. The owner complains
to the gardener that it is not producing fruit; he wants it to be chopped
down, Dhecause it spoils the ground for good, productive trces. The
gardener promises to try all his art and labor, hoping that the trec will
yet hear {ruit. This fig-tree is a type of the Jewish people. In spite of
all the blessings they had reccived in Old Testament times, they had been
wanting in faith and good works. The vine-dresser, Jesus, through His
preaching and that of the Apostles, was now giving them an extra time
of grace, If the people still refused to repent, God’s loving patience would
come to an end and justice he carried out.

4. What, then, is the lesson of the Destruction of Jerusalem and disper-
sion of the Jewish people? Read Christ's annowncement of ihe punishment
awaliting tmpenitent Jews, Luke 10, 13.

5. Does God desive anyone to dic impenitent?  Read Lsclkiel 33, 11.

6. Can you mention some modern calamitics which are a call to the world
to repentance?

II. PSALM 51, A PSALM OF REPENTANCE
(To be read responsively)
-~ a. Psalm 51, 1-5
When David had committed murder and a(lultcry, God sent him the
prophet of repentance, Nathan. In this Psalm, David acknowledges his
sin and asks for forgiveness. Verse 1-5 he makes acknowledgment of his
guilt. He sces nothing good in himself; from his birth he has been a
sinner (Original sin).
b. Psalm 51, 6-12
In these verses David prays that through His Holy Spirit God might
work that thorough, inward change which is called Repentance. Sece
especially verse 7 and 10, According to the Law of Moses, lepers were
sprinkled with water by means of the branch of the plan called IHyssop.
The repentant sinner looks upon sin as a loathsome disease. Once. he
loved sin, now he hates it. This change is worked by the Holy Spirit.

c. Psalm 51, 13-19

Repentance includes a readiness to leave off sinning and Iead a holy
life. David ends his prayer of repentance with grateful acknowledgments
of the divine mercies.

7. Tell the story of Peter’s repentance, after his denial of Christ,

8. Is man able to turn from sin through his own power? Read Lamen-
tations 5, 21, Jeremiah 31, 18. 19. Read also explanation of Third rticle,
first sentence.

9. Hymn No. 415, 1-3: Out of the depths. (Wisc. 172.)

III. JOY IN HEAVEN
Luke 15, 1-7

1. Then drew near unto him all the publicans (tax-collectors) and
sinners for to hear him. 2. And the Pharisees and scribes murmured
(complained), saying, This man receiveth (welcomes) sinners, and eateth
with them. 3. And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 4. What
man (Which) of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them,
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that
which is lost, until he find it? 5.- And when he hath found it, he layeth it
on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6. And when he cometh home, he calleth to-
gether his friends and neighbors, saying unto 'them, Rejoice with me; for I
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have found my sheep which was lost. 7. I say unto you, that likewise joy
shall be ix} heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety
and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

This chapter has been called one of the greatest in the Bible. Jesus
here teaches in three parables the meaning of God's love to the lost. He
tells the parables of the Jost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost (Prodigal)
son. In these parables the Lord exhibits the unspeakable riches of his
ma_n_ufold love to all men. The people who had bheen cast out of the
Jewisli church, publicans (tax-collectors for the Romans, hated and
despised by the people) and sinners (people whose wicked lives were
generally known) were drawn to Him by His preaching. By recceiving
these people and cating with them, Jesus angered the Pharisces and
Scribes, men learned in the Law of Moses and very particular about the
fulfillment of it. Their mocking words have bhecome a song of praise in
the Christian Church: “Jesus sinners doth receive!”

It 'would seem that a man having a herd of sheep would not mind
the loss of one. Dut this good shepherd leaves the flock where it is
and sets out after the lost member, traveling rough country and going
far until it is found. Then he does not drive it home but carries it, because
its strength is spent, and then calls up his friends to rejoice with him in
the recovery, Lven so there is joy in heaven when a sinner repents and
turns from the evil of his ways. Dut who are those that “nced no re-
pentance?”  Surely these are the same as those who “need not a physician.”

10. Read Matt. 9, 12, 13.

These are the Pharisees, who believe thenrselves rightcous and just
because they outwardly lead a good life. They did not feel the need of a
Savior.  And because they have no idea of their inward wickedness and
do not desire grace, they will be rejected, while those who sincerely repent
and believe in Jesus Christ ‘will be taken home into the fold of heaven.

1. Hewe ds the helplessness of the sinner illustrated in this parable?

12. While the angels rejoice over the conversion of an evil person, some-
times Clristians show the spirit of the elder brother in the parable of the
Prodigal Son; read wverse 27. 28, This elder son is again o type of the
self-righteous Pharisees of all times who are always boasting of their own
good works and begrudge the poor sinner the unmerited grace of God.

13. Does this parable then wmean that Jesus wanted the Pharvisees to be
lost? Remember it was to them he addressed these three parables with their
promise of pardon and heaven! .

I4. Read the only example of a sinner being converted “in the elevenih
hour”, Luke 23, 40. 41, What should we learn from the fact that only one
such case is recorded? .

15, Read Hebrewos 3, 7-13. *

CLOSING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 414: Jesus sinners;doth receive (Wisc. 114)
Closing Prayer. Benediction
DAILY BIBLI READING:
Sunday: 1 Kings 1, 1-21
Monday: 1 Kings 1, 22-53
Tuesday: 1 Kings 2, 1-12
Wednesday: 1 Kings 2, 13-25
Thursday: 1 Kings 2, 26-35
Friday: 1 Kings 2, 36-46
Saturday: . 1 Kings 3, 1-15
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SECOND LESSON
TRUST IN GOD

OPENING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 367: The Lord is my shepherd (Wisc. 195)
Scripture Reading: Psalm 16. Prayer

I. THE LORD OUR PROVIDER
Matt. 6, 25-34

25. Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for (Do not trouble
about) your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body
more than raiment:(clothes)?

26. Behold the fowls (birds) of the air: for they sow not, neither do
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them.
Are ye not much better (worth more) than they? 27. Which of you by
taking thought can add one cubit (half a yard) unto his stature (height)?
28. And why take ye thought (trouble) for raiment? Consider the lilies
of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29. And
yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
(robed) like one of these. 30. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of
the 'field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven (furnace)
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31. Therefore
take no thought, saying, What shall we eat, or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal (With what) shall we be clothed?

32. (For alter all these things do the Gentiles [unbelievers] seek:)
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
33. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you. 34. Take therefore no thought for
the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought (will take care) for the
things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

“Ye cannot serve God and mammon!” It is impossible to he faithful
to God and at the same time he a servant of riches.  Our Lord had just
uttered this warning in the words preceding our text. If they now con-
tinue “Therefore I say unto you, ctc.,” His meaning is clear. The love
of money flows out of distrust of God. And this distrust shows itself in
worries about ghe things of this life.

_No man is so in(lcpcndcnt that he does not have to trust someone
besides himself. He will trust in idols, or in the support of powerful
friends, but most generally his trust is in wealth.

1. Thus the ancient Jews trusted in the might of Beypt when threatened
by the Assyrians. Read lsaial 30, 1-3.

2. Read Psalm 52 which illustrates trust in riches and trust in God.

Verse 25. Do mnot let questions of food and drink worry you! THe,
w[xo possesses all yllmgs tells us not to worry, not to let cares distract the
mind. God has given us the greater, will lie not provide the less?

_Verse 26-31. Who kccps the birds alive? Who has given the flowers
their beautiful colors? Is it not our heavenly Father? When He cares
for these humble creaturcs, will e not provide for His own children ?
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3. The Bible does not forbid the making of provision for the life and
health of our bodies. Read 1 Timothy 5, 8.

4. Because they lack faith in God, many people belicve that they mnust
gatn the /qzr'or of poweerful men. Can you menlion societies which men
hawe organized for such mutual prolection?  Read Psaln 118, 8. 9. Can you
give examples of miraculous provisions of food and clothing to the children
of Israel? — 1o the Prophet lilijal? (livodus 16, 35. 1 Kings 17, 5 and 16.)

5. Looking around in our congregations, what evidence have we that
God still provides for those who trust in Fim?

6. Recite the cxplanation of the First Article,

Verse 32-34. Unbelicvers know nothing beyond the satis_fying of
their bodily desires. Christians know that God is aware of their nceds.
f we make His Kingdom the main object of our striving and cfforts,
we shall not only have the gifts of the Holy Spirit but all these temporal
things that we nced for our hody and life.

7. Give dustances how a Christion may ."scck the _Kz'ngdom_ of Gad_”
through the use of his money? — with his fime? — with the gifts of his
mind?

8. How would YOU answer the Savior's question Luke 22, 357

9. Hymn No. 364: O God of lacob. (Wisc. 153.)

II. THE THREE MEN IN THE FIERY FURNACE
Daniel 3, 14-18

14. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego? do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden
image which I have set up? 15. Now if ye be ready that at what time ye
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut (stringed instrument),
psaltery (another stringed instrument), and dulcimer (bagpipe), and all
kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made;
well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst
of a burning fiery furnace; and who is ‘that God that shall deliver you out of
my hands?

16. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king,
O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful (troubled) to answer thee in this
matter. 17. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

The story of the three men in the fiery furnace has been recorded as
an example of abiding trust in God, wliere, humanly speaking, there was
no hope of deliverance. At the same time it records one of the most
remarkable miracles of Otd Testament history,

Nebuchadnezzar was king of Babylonia and had carried the people of
Judea to his country in 607 B. C., after taking the city of Jerusalem. e
caused a golden image to be erccted and called upon all the people of his
great dominion to come and aorship before it.  When the Jews refused
to worship the image, three men of their nation, whom Nebuchadnezzar
had entrusted with high offices, — Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, —
were accused before the king. It was then that these believers in Jehovah
gave their ever-memorable answer, v. 17-18,  We know how their trust
was rewarded. When the king gazed into the furnace, he saw with them
a fourth figure, like that of a God, — an angel — guarding the men against
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the flames. When they were brought forth, there was not even the smell
of fire on their garments, and Nebuchadnezzar commanded that no onec
thercafter speak against the God of Israel.

!§047 In what did Goliath trust? — In whom, David? 1 Sam. 17, especially
v. 45-47.

11. Read how Moses sums up ihe experiences of Isracl, Deut. 33, 26-29-
;Vll;lcyh hymu of the Lutheran church expresses this trust in God most power-
ully! :

12. Hymn No. 273, 1-3: A mighty fortress. (Wisc. 36.)

III. HEZEKIAH’S PRAYER
2 Kings 19, 15-20

15. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lord God of
Israel, which (who) dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God,
even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made heaven
and earth. 16. Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, Lord, thine
eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to
reproach the living God. 17. Of a truth (Indeed), Lord, the kings of
ASS_era have destroyed the nations and their lands. 18. And have cast
their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands,
wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. 19.Now therefore,
O Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord God, even thou
only. 20. Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus
saith the Lord God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed to me against
Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard.

Hezekiah was king over Judah 726-697 B. C. In the fourteenth year
of his reign, Sennacherib, the king of Assyria invaded Judah and took
many towns and cities. Ie sent a messenger to Jerusalem, demanding
the surrender of the city. In a proud letter, he asks whether Hezekiah
had not heard how ill it had gone with the other nations who had tried
to resist the Assyrian armies. He asks: Where are their kings now, have
their gods delivered them? “Let not thy God, in whom thou trusteth,
deceive thee, saying Jerusalem shall not be dclivered into the hand of
the king of Assyrial” It was then that Hezekiah went up into the Housc
of God and uttered the grand prayer which we arc about to study.

13. What does Hezekial mean by “dwelling between the cherubims?”
Read Exodus 25, 18-22.

The king in his opening words expresses his faith in the promise of
pardoning mercies. He approaches the throne of God as a repentant
sinner. The basis of all trust in God is faith in His forgiving mercies.

14. What other attributes of God besides mercy does the king ack-
nowledge? What distinction does he make between the Lord and all other
gods?

The promise made through Isaiah was soon fulfilled, An angel of the
Lord smote the army of the Assyrians and 185,000 perished.

15. Can you give New Testament examples how the trust of the disciples
was rewarded?

16, Which words of the 23rd Psalm expresses this same trust in the
prospect of death? :
CLOSING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 373: Jesus my truth, my way (Wisc. 108)
Closing Prayer. Benediction
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DAILY BIBLLE READING:
Sunday: 1 Kings 3, 16-28
Monday: 1 Kings 4, 20-34 .
Tuesday: 1 Kings 5, 1-18
Wednesday: 1 Kings 6, 1-20
Thursday: 1 Kings 6, 21-38
Friday: 1 Kings 7, 1-22
Saturday: 1 Kings 7, 23-51

THIRD LESSON
SELF-DENIAL

OPENING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 353: Savior Thy dying Love (Wisc. 180)
Scripture Reading: Col. 3, 1-10. Prayer

I. TAKING UP THE CROSS
Matt. 10, 32-39

32. Whosoever therefore shall confess (acknowledge) me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 33. But who-
foever shall deny (disown) me before men, him will I also deny before my
Father which is in heaven.

34. Think not (Don’t imagine) that I am (have) come to send peace
on ‘earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35. For I am come
to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her
mother and the daughter in law agains:c her mother in law, 36. And a
man’s foes (enemies) shall be they of his own household.

37. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me. 38. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not
worthy of me. 39. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth
his life for my sake shall find it.

Verse 32-33. This verse, as well as the entire passage, make it clear
for the disciple of Christ that there can be no neutrality. Lither he will
confess Clirist, and he confessed by (;Imst on Judgment day; or .he will
deny Christ and will be denicd Dy Him on Judgment day. = There is no
neutral ground; there is a choice only between confession and denial.

1. That Christ here refers to Judgment day is clear from the parallel.
Read Luke 9, 26. .

2. Notice in Luke 9, 26 the cxpression “ashamed of me and of my words.”
To deny is to be ashamed of. The “words” are the teachings of Christ,

3. Can you mention teachings of which Christians are tempted to be
ashamed of ?

4. Tell about Peter's denial. ITow did he expose himself to templation
which led to Ihis denial?

Verse 34-36. Jesus is the Prince of Peace; He has established peace
between the sinner and God through His redeeming sacrifice,  But many
refuse to accept this redemption, because to be a Christian demands of
them so much self-denial.  Through love of sin they are filled with enmity
against the Gospel, They will hate cven those of their own household
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who Dbecome Christians. To stand firmly by Christ under such perse-
‘cution demands utter fearlessness. )

5. Notice again how Jesus identifics Himself with his doctrines. This
should cure us of the besetting sin of our day, — indifference. I {reating
the teachings of Christianity as though they did not concern us e [/IL‘I‘L’ZI:Y
dishonor Christ, Those who fight His teachings, are waging war against the
Son of God.

Verse 37-39. What is the cross of the Christian?  The term is often
applied to suffering in general, — “he is bearing a heavy cross,” ote.  As
used by Christ it refers to the sufferings or troubles which we have 01‘1
account of professing and living up to our religion. Any temporal loss
which we have because of adherence to the teachings of Christ is our
“cross.” The death on the cross was a most painful one. Jesus knows
that denying the world and its lusts is painful to the flesh of the Cllristim{
11.766. Verse 37 helps us to understand the otherwise difficult saying Luke

7. In what sense is it the casiest thing in the world to be a Christian?
In what sense is it the hardesi?

8 Which Clristian duties are we apl lo neglect because of the oppo-
sition of un-Christian relatives or friends?

“Life” in verse 39 is used alternately for bodily life and cternal sal-
vation. He that pursues those things which are valuable for the present
life, and forgets the carc of his soul, loses salvation. Those who are
willing to forget the pleasure of the present life will find full compensation
in the life eternal, )

9. How docs Jesus express the same thought John 12, 257

10. Read the story of the young man with a divided heari, Mati. 19,
16-22. Why did Jesus demand thel this young man give all his possessions
to the poor?

11. How docs Paul describe the self-denial of Jesus, Philippians 2, 5-87

12, WWhich things did Paul cheerfully give up for the sake of the G(;s[:cl.-’
Read Philippians 3, 5-8.

13. How did Moses give cvidence of the sincerily of his faith? Read
Hebrews 11, 24-27.

14, Can you give cxamples from modern church listory of people wwho
left ome and country in order to find freedom of worship?

15. Hymn No. 335: Jesus I oy cross have taken, (Wise, 105.)

1I. THE STRUGGLE OF THE SPIRIT AND THE FLESH
Galatians 5, 16-24

16. This I say then, Walk in (Lead this life of) the Spirit, and ye
skall not fulfil (satisfy) the lust of the flesh. 17. For the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other; so that ye cannot (are not free to) do the things
that ye would (as you please). 18. But if ye be led of (by) the Spirit,
ye are not under the law.

19. Now the works of the flesh are manifest (obvious), which are
these, Adultery, fornication (sexual vice), uncleanness, lasciviousness., 20.
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance (dissension), emulations (jealousy),
wrath (temper), strife, seditions (factions), heresies (taking sides), 21.
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which
I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
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22. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering (good
temper), gentleness, goodness, faith (fidelity), 23. Meekness, temperance
(self—control): against such there is no law. 24. And they that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with the affections (emotions) and lusts.

Verse 16-18. The Holy Spirit has by the Gospel created a new life in
the sinner’s heart; henceforth he is a Dbeliever, a Christian. Now he
walks in the Spirit, his conduct is controlled by the ‘Word of God through
which the Spirit speaks to us. About this there is no compulsion. The
Christian is happy in llis service of God. But the flesh still clings to
him. There are remmants of the old evil nature in man. Our flesh
would incite us to sin.’ Thus there 1s a continual battle in the heart of
every Christian, hotli flesh and spirit straining their uttermost. He that
walks in the spirit will remain victorious and walk in a manner pleasing
to God, not because the law demands it but because it is his greatest
joy and desire.

16, Read Paul's description of the struggle between flesh and  spirit,
Romans 7, 18-23.

17. Paul compares the belicver's struggle for holiness with a race and
with a prise-fight. Read 1 Cor. 9, 24-27.

Verse 19-21. The works of the flesh, recognized as such by every one,
are now mentioned. Verse 19 mentions various kinds of sexual unclean-
ness. To them the ancient heathen were addicted openly, and they are
committed cnough in the world today. Next follow idolatry (practiced
in the lodge today), witcheraft (wonders performed with the help of evil
spirits; divine healing; spiritism) and sins of malice against the Tifth
Commandment, followed by the taking of life, drunkennessy and general
intemperance.  All these vices are pleasant to the flesh. Many would
not consider life worth living il they could not indulge their lusts. But
all who yield to the flesh and its desires here receive sentence of dam-
nation. By walking in the spirit and by regular use of the means of grace
(Word and sacraments) we are able to deny ourselves and to overcome
the evil inclinations of our heart.

Verse 22-24. Tere follows a list of Christian virtues, the opposites of
the vices mentioned.

18. Pick oul the opposites (in verses 19-21) to the wvirtues mentioned
verse 22.

Those that are in fellowship with Christ have renounced the old Adam
and although it hurts the {lesh that it cannat satisfy its desires, the spirit
must finally conquer. Thus through much self-denial the Christian must
go to glory.

CLOSING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 378: Am I a soldier of the cross (Wisc. 35)
Closing Prayer. Benediction

DALY BIBLIE READING:
Sunday: 1 Kings 8, 1-21
Monday: 1 Kings 8, 22-43
Tuesday: 1 Kings 8, 44-53
Wednesday: 1 Kings 8, 54-66
Tharsday: 1 Kings 9, 19
Iriday: 1 Kings 9, 10-38
Saturday: 1 Kings 10, 1-15
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FOURTH LESSON
PRAYER

OPENING DEVOTION . .
Hymn No. 395: What a Friend we have in Jesus (Wisc. 215)
Scripture Reading: Psalm 34, 1-10. Prayer

I. PARABLES OF PRAYER
Luke 11, 5-13

5. And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall
go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;
6. For a friend of mine iin his (on a) journey is come to me, and I have
nothing to set before him? 7. And he from within (the ms14e) shall aqn-
swer and say, Trouble me not (Don’t bother me): the door is now shut,
and my ‘children are with me in bed; I cannot risé and give thee. 8. I say
unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend,
yet because of his importunity (persistence) he will rise and give him as
many as he needeth. 9. And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10.

or every one that (who) asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth;
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. . .

. 1L If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is.a father, will he give
him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for (instead of) a fish give him a
serpent? 12, Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorplor}? 13.
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children;
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that (those who) ask him?

Prayer is one of the mysteries of the Christian life. DBut the most
mysterious thing about prayer is that God is willing to hear when we call.
There is a great contrast between tlie holy, righteous God and sinful man.
That man, nevertheless, is able to approach the omniscient (all-knowing)
and omnipotent (almighty) Creator is one of the chief glories of the Chris-
tian Gospel. Jesus teaches this willingness of God to hear our prayer by
means of several parables, the text above being one of these.

Verse 5-10. A friend pleads for three loaves of bread in order to set
a meal before an unexpected visitor. How true to life the action of the
man awakened from his sleep! But the house-father finally yields, not so
much because he feels that friendship requires it hut in order to quiet the
nightly disturber. The lesson which our Lord wants to convey is that
Christians must pray without becoming weary or discouraged. . Prz‘lycl‘,
i it is right, is an urging, a storming which is based on bhelief in God’s
promises, and therefore caunot fail of its object.

Verse 11-13. A second parable is drawn from the love of parents for
their children. Parents who would act as Jesus here describes would be
called inhuman., But if even evil human Deings will show such affection
towards their children, surely the Father from heaven will grant the peti-
tions of His children, Especially will He give the Holy Spirit, — all
spiritual gifts, — to the praying Delicver. :

1. Read a similar parable Luke 18, 1-8. On what points does this parable
exactly agree with our text? .

2. Read the story of Jacol's wrestling in prayer with God, Genesis 32,
24-29.
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3. How does the Letter to the 1ebrews prove that we may come boldly
before God dn prayer?  Read [Hebrews 4, 14-16.

A4 Tlow does Paul emphasize Philippians 4, 6 hal we may bring all
things to God in prayer? Notice in this text the different kinds of prayer;
wworship in general, fetitions for help, and thanksgiving.

S, How was the promise Isaiah 65, 24 fulfilled in the experience of
Danicl?  (Daniel 9, 19-22.)

6. How was the cagerness of God Lo hear prayer revealed in Solomon’s
expericnee? | King 3,75-13. .

7. Can you give examples of fulfilluient of prayer from the Old Testament
stortes of Moses, Hannah, and Jonalh?

~ That we may not only ask for the things we need for this body and
life, — food, crothing, lealth, stuccess in business, cte, — but may
boldly come and ask even for the greatest of all gifts, the Holy Spirit 1s
taught by our Savior when he applies this parable. The Father will give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him. The Holy Spirit it is that brings us
to repentance, gives us confidence in the promises of God, teaches us how
to lead a holy life, and assures us of a blessed cternity after death. All
that we know about Jesus, our Redeemer, and about the way of salvation,
all the blessed truths of the Gospel are a living power within us through
the dwelling of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. And thesc priceless gifts
arc freely and abundantly given to those who Dbring their longing for
light, salvation, and holiness to God in prayer,

8. We reccive the IToly Spirit through prayer, and again it is the Holy
Spirit that brings our prayer before the throne of God. Read Romans 8,
15. and 26.

)‘). Hymn No. 67, VVerse 3-6: Jchoval let me now adore Thee, (Wisc.
100.

II. PRAYING ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD
1 Jobhn 5, 13-15

13. These things have I written unto you that (who) believe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and
that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 14. And this is the
confidence that we have in him, if we ask any thing according to his will,
he heareth (listens to) us: 15. And if we know that he hear us, whatso-
ever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of (have
made to) him.

To believe on the name of the Son of God is the same as possessing
the gift of the Holy Spirit, for which Jesus has just taught us to pray. It
is also called “cternal life.” How wonderful, through prayer we may have
cven now, in our life-time, cternal life within us!  And John cmphasizes
that we may ask with boldness, as children do who are assured of the love
of their parents. The text strongly asserts that all that we ask, what-
ever it may be, shall be given to us if we ask “according to His will.,” _

This is the condition that must be met before prayer can be answered.
The prayer itself must be in accord with the will of God. Not every one
that saith unto Him “Lord, Lord,” shall enter into the Kingdom, but those
only who do the will of the Father. It is a most necessary thing, then, to
discover the will of God by studying His holy Word, and then to live
in gbedience to it. If we partly serve God and partly the world our heart
is closed to the influence of His Spirit, and the prayer of such an one is
vain,
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10. This throws, indeed, light upon those promises of Jesus in which He
assures His disciples that anything they ask of the Father “in His name”
shall be given them. To ask in the name of Christ is to ask with faith in
Iis merits, by which our sins are covered up and an entrance has been made
lo the throne of God. Read John 14, 13. 14.

11. Why was the prayer of the Pharisee not heard, Luke 18, 9-147

12. What is meant by praying with “holy hands” 1 Tinothy 2, 87

The Christian, who is willing to say as Christ did in Gethsemane “Thy
will, not mine, be done,” knows that God’s thoughts are higher than man'’s
thoughts and that He knows best what will profit us cternally and what
will he harmful to us. Christians will remember this in sickness and
afflictions. Nothing is farther from the truth than the teaching of the so-
called Divine Healers, that when people are not cured, their unbelief is
the cause.

13, Why was Paul's prayer for relicf from a bodily infirmity not heard?
Read 2 Cor. 12, 7-9.

I11I. THE MODEL PRAYER
Matt. 6, 5-15

5. And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are:
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the
streets, that they may (so as to) be seen of (by) men. Verily I say
unto you, They have their reward. 6. But thou, when thou prayest, enter
into thy closet (room), and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which (who) is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret
shall reward thee openly. 7. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions,
as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much
speaking (the more they speak). 8. Be not ye therefore like unto them:
for your Father knoweth what things ye¢ have need of, before ye ask him.

9. After this manner therefore (Let this be how you) pray ye: Our
Father ‘which art in heaven, ‘Hallowed be thy name. 10. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11, Give us this day
our daily bread. 12. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
13. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14. For if
ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:
15. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.

These verses are taken from Christ’s Scermon on the Mount. Jesus
condemns the vain hypocritical habit of public prayer among the Jews
at that time. The desire for public notice and their vain repetition of
standard forms in prayer He denounces. The right spirit which should
prevail in Christian prayer is then set forth., Christians are to cultivate
the habit of private prayer, of having communion with ‘God, not so much
to acquaint God with our needs, which He knows before we ask Him, but
in order to avail oursclves of the great privilege which ‘we enjoy as His
children. The model prayer which Jesus gave His disciples expresses the
spirit and the character of the Christian’s daily communion with God.

14. Note that all the petitions of the Lord's prayer are in the plural.
Selfishness is excluded if we consider the necds of our fellow-men as im-
portant as our own,

15. Some of the finest prayers in the Bible are those spoken in inter-
cession for others. Read the blessing of Aaron Numbers 6, 23-25.  And the
infercession of Abraham for Sodom. Genests 18, 231,
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CLOSING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 11: On what has now been sown (Wisc. 9)
Closing Prayer. Benediction

DAIIY BIBLE READING:
Sunday: 1 Kings 10, 16-29
Monday: 1 Kings 11, 1-13
Tuesday: 1 Kings 11, 14-25
Wednesday: 1 Kings 11, 26-43
Thursday: 1 Kings 12, 1-15
I'riday: 1 Kings 12, 16-33
Saturday: 1 Kings 13, 1-19

FIFTH LESSON
CONSCIENCE

OPENING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 355: Take my life and let it be (Wisc. 186)
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 3, 15-22. Prayer

I. THE CONVICTING POWER OF CONSCIENCE
John 8, 1-11 .

1. Jesus went unto the mount of Olives, 2. And early in the morning
he came again (returned) into the temple, and all the people came unto
him; and he sat down, and taught them. 3. And the scribes and Pharisees
brought unto him a woman taken (caught) in adultery; and when they
had set her in the midst, 4. They say unto him, Master, this woman
was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5. Now Moses in the law com-
manded us, that such (creatures) should be stoned: but what sayest
thou? 6. This they said, tempting (testing) him, that they might have
to accuse (get a charge against) him. But Jesus stooped down, and with
his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

7. So when they continued (persisted in) asking him, he lifted up
himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him
first cast a stone at her. 8. And again he stooped down, and wrote on
the ground. 9. And they which heard it, being convicted by their own
conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the
last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10.
When Jesus had lifted up (raised) himself, and saw none but the woman,
he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man
condemned thee? 11, She said, No man (No one), Lord. And Jesus
said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go and sin no more.

The event liere recorded took place when Jesus was in Jerusalem at
the time of the VFeast of the Tabernacles. The object of His journcy was
to teach in Jerusalem once morce before the time of His great passion
would be at hand. It was a last call to the leaders of the nation, who
had rejected Him., On the last day of the Feast Jesus spoke to them
concerning the Water of Life and it is recorded that some of the com-
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4. What is the first example meniivined in the Bible of an awakbening con-
sctence?  (Genesis 3.) ' g con
In':\smnch as this inner voice bears witness to the Law of God it is
the voice of God. Hence we call those persons “conscientions” who at
all times inquire: “Is it the will of God?” - ‘
3. Hymn No. 350: Renew me, O eternal Light (Wise, 130).

JI. TERRORS OF AN EVIL CONSCIENCE
Matt. 27, 1-10

1. When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of
the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: 2. And when
they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius
Pilate, the governor. 3. Then Judas, which (who) had betrayed him,
when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself (he repented),
and brought again (back) the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests
and elders, 4. Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent
blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that (it is your
affair, not ours). 5. And he cast (flung) down the pieces of silver in the
temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. :

6. And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not
lawful for (would be wrong) to put them into the treasury, because it
is the price of blood. 7. And they took counsel (consulted) and bought
with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. 8. Wherefore that
field was called, The field of blood, unto this day.

Verse 1-5. Very probably Judas had hoped that Jesus would make
usc of His divine power and thus cscape the wrath of his cnemies. But
when the Jews had condemned Him in their council and were leading
Him to Pilate to have Him sentenced to death, the cyes of Judas were
opened to the fearful nature of his crime, that he had betrayed the Son
of God. A deep remorse now came upon him and despairing of for-
giveness he went and committed suicide by hanging. The money which
he had thrown into the temple was invested in a cemetery for pilgrims.

6. Read the story of Cain’s awakened conscience, Genesis 4, 3. 11. The
case of Herod, Matt, 14, 1.

How our evil conscience may be cleansed and how we may obtain
a good conscicnce is told in the Augsburg Confession (Apology Article
3) as follows:

“Far above our purity, yea, far above the Law itself, ought to be
placed the death and satisfaction of Christ, presented to us that we might
be sure that because of this satisfaction, and not because of our fulfilling
of the Law, we have a gracious God. Paul teaches this in Gal, 3, 13,
when he says: Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being
made a curse for us, i. e, the Law cox}demns all men, but Christ, be-
cause without sin He has borne the punishment of sin, and then made a
victim for us, has removed that right of the Law to accuse and condemn
those who believe in Him, because He Himself is the propitiation for
them, for whose sake we are now accounted righteous. But since they
are accounted righteous, the Law cannot accuse or condemn them, even
though they have not actually satisfied the Law. To the same purport
he writes to the Colossians, 2, 10: Ye are complete in Him, as though
he were to say: Although ye are still far from the perfection of the Law,
yet the remnants of sin do not condemn you, because of Christ’s sake we
have a sure and firm reconciliation, if you believe, even though sin

inhere in your flesh.
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“The promise ought always to be in sight that God, because of Iis
promise, wishes for Christ’s sake, and not because of the Law or our
works, to be gracious and to justify. In this promise timid consciences
ought to seek reconciliation and justification; by this promise they ought
to sustain themselves, and be confident that for Christ’s sake, because
of His promise, they have a gracious God.”

7. Note David’s descriplion of his pangs of conscience, and how e found
peace. Read Psaln 32, 1-7. After a fall into sin, a good conscience can be

restored only if there 1s also a stucere effort lo make good the wrong which
we have done.

8. What do we learn from the Scripture reading of our opcuing exercises,
I Peter 3, 15-22, about the Christion’s good conscience?

9. A false conscience is one that is uot guided by the law of God. Per-
sons who have an_erring conscicnce will conusider that lo be sinful which is
not sinful. Does Col. 2, 16 remind you of any such cases?

10. Does a Roman Catholic sin when he cals meal on Friday?  Give the
reason for your answer,

L Why do we term the freedom of conscience the greatest blessing
which Christians enjoy in the United States?
CLOSING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 325: Rock of Ages cleft for me (Wisc. 177)
Prayer. Benediction

DAILY BIBLE READING:
Sunday: 1 Kings 13, 20-34
Monday: 1 Kings 14, 1-20
Tuesday: 1 Kings 14, 21-31
Wednesday: 1| Kings 15, 1-15
Thursday: 1 Kings 15, 16-34
Friday: 1 Kings 16, 1-20
Saturday: 1 Kings 16, 21-34

SIXTH LESSON
HYPOCRISY

OPENING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 412: My God accept my heart (Wisc. 135)
Scripture Reading: 1 John 1, 3-9. Prayer
I. THE MOTE AND THE BEAM
Matt. 7, 1-5

1. Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2. For with what judgment ye
judge, (so) ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete (deal
out), it shall be measured to you again. 3. And why beholdest thou the
mote (splinter) that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not (fail to
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see) the beam (plank) that is in thine own eye? 4. Or how wilt thou
say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, be-
hold, a beam is in thine own eye? 5. Thou hypocrite, first cast out the
beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out
the mote of thy brother’s eye.

These verses are taken from Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. They
commence with a warning against uncharitable judging. Not all judging
is here condemned; parents and teachers must exercise judgment, and all
Christiang have the duty to judge the doctrines which they hear; what is
condemned is the unkindly, hasty judging of others. Jesus warns us
that those who do not love their fellowmen here must (xpect no mercy
hiere or herealter. Now follows the parable of the Mote and the Beam,
You sce a tiny particle of dust in the cye of another, and you remark
upon it and offer to remove it. At the same time there is a whole log
or joist in your own cye and you don’t notice it! Thus men will despisc
a common pick-pocket but will themselves through deals in big business
rob thousands. Some will judge impolite language when dirccted against
themselves, very harshly, but will think nothing of using foul and pro-
fane language themselves.

1. Can you grve other cxamples? .

Notice that Jesus calls such persons hypocerites. They pretend to
have virtues which they have not; they find fault with others who are
not as bhad as themselves. :

2. Does it follow from this that those who reprove others while they are
themselves sinners, are hypocrites?  Give the reason for your answer,

What Jesus wishes 1o teach is that everyone should first wateh him-
self and sincerely try to improve his own life,  Such a person will not
often be tempted to criticize others uncharitably and will hecome a real
help to those who have heen overcome by a fault,

II. THE PRETENDED HOLINESS OF THE PHARISEES
Luke 11, 37-44

37. And as he spake (was speaking), a certain Pharisee besought
(asked) him to dine with him: and he went in, and sat down to meat
(the table). 38. And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled (was aston-
ished) that he had not first washed before dinner. 39. And the Lord
said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup
and the platter (plate); but your inward part (inner life) is full of raven-
ing (greediness) and wickedness. 40. Ye fools, did not he, that (who)
made that which is without (the outside), make that which is within
also? 41, But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold,
all things are (will be) clean unto you.

42, But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe (pay tenths on) mint
and rue and all manner (kind) of herbs, and pass over (disregard) judg-
ment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave
the other undone. 43. Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the upper-
most seats (front bench) in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.

Verse 37-41. The mame Pharisces was given to a party among the
Jews who devoted themselves to the most carcful fulfillment of the Law as
explained and taught by the Scribes. They numbered over six thousand
in the time of Christ. They expected a Messiah who would come like a
king to save Israel from the Romans and by their prejudice were blinded
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to the fulfillment of prophecy in the person of Jesus Christ. "l’lhcy ex-
pected a reward of a good life as the payment of a debt which God owed
them, And a good lifc meant to them a life which carefully observed all
outward acts prescribed by Moses and by the Scribes.

In order to hecome more closely acquainted with Jesus a _PllilrlSC‘{
one day invited Jesus to his home. One of the rules of the Pharisces
was to wash one’s hands before touching any food. Jesus omitted this,
and when the Pharisec wondered at it Jesus read him a lesson on truc
holiness and pretended holiness, The Pharisces made much of outside
purity. while their heart was full of cvil,—love of moncy, jealousy, -
purity.

Verse 42-43. Mint and rue are spices consisting of small leaves. Yet
even of thesc the Pharisces gave one-tenth. How particular they werc
to fulfill the Law! But the real important things they neglcgtcd: right
judgment (instcad of unjust, one-sided judgment), and love to God. How
these Pharisees loved to be honored, to be respectfully grected, and to
receive the scats of honor!

3. Read a similar passage, Matt. 23, entire chapter, or al least verses 23-
28. Do we understand why these Pharisees plotied the death of JTesus?

4. How did the hypocrisy of His encmies reveal itself in their dealings
with Jesus? Read Luke 20, 20-22; John 11, 50; Matt. 26, 65.

5. How was the hypocrisy of Judas revealed at the anointing of Jesus?
Read John 12, 2-6.

6. In what did the hypocrisy of nanias and Sapphira consist? Read
dets 5, 1-10.

7. What is meant by lip-worship, Matt. 13, 82 Read also-Titus 1, 15. 16.

8 Hymm No. 258: Come holy -Spirit, come. (Wisc, 292.)

I1I. THE DECEITFULNESS OF HYPOCRISY
Jer. 7, 4-11

4, Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lord, The
temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are these! 5. For if ye
thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute
judgment between a man and his neighbour; 6. If ye oppress not the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in
this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt (to your own dam-

age),—7. Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I
gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.

8. Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 9. Will ye
steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense
unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not; 10. And (at
the same time) come and stand before me in this house, which is called
by my name, and say, We are delivered (at liberty) to do all these abomi-
nations? 11. Is (has) this house, which is called by my name, become a
den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the Lord.

This is part of a propheey uttered by Jeremial in the reign of King
Jehoiakim, about 600 B. C. The prophct took advantage of a solemn
gathering of the people at Jerusalem, Standing at onc of the temple
gates as they passed in, he warns them against their superstitious con-
fidence that the possession of the temple was itself a charm against
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danger from the powers around them., The prophecy was fulfilled when
only a few years later Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the
temiple, and led the people into captivity in Babylon (B. C. 587).

iy Verse 4-7. Tt is clear that the Jews at this time were guilty of every
iind of wickedness.,  Yet because they had the temple and performed
the sacrifices preseribed in the Law, they thought that their evil life
would not be punished. Jeremiah reminds them that only the repentant
will find favor with God.,

9. In which words is repentance referred to?

10. Can you mention similar cases of hypocrisy toduy?

AL While ihere are undoubtedly hypocrites in the church today, who
think that by outward church membership they can make up for an evil life,
we must beware of judging others also tn this respect. Even the fact that a
member of prominence falls into gricvous sin, does not yet prove him a hypo-
crite. David had not been a hypocrite, nor Peter, before they fell into sin.
Read 1 Cor. 13, 7. . '

Verse 8-11, Observe that these people not only committed crimes

against fellowmen but offended the majesty of God. They trusted in
lying words,” the teachings of false prophets. They even worshipped
false gods, and thought that by attending the worship of the true God
they would have the liberty (“we are delivered”) to worship false gods.
As robbers retreat to a den between acts of violence, so from their wor-
ship of heathen idols they would sometimes retreat to the temple for
worship.

12. This kind of hypocrisy is practiced by those who believe that they
may be permitied 1o worship the god of the lodge, the “Great Architect of
the Universe,” “Good Spirit,” etc., because they worship the true God in church
o Sundays. The lodge does not pray in the name of Christ. That such
prayers are offered to a merely tmaginary god, is clear from 2 John 9.

CLOSING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 411: Thine forever God of love (Wisc, 201)
Prayer. Benediction

DALILY BIBLIE RIEADING:
Sunday: 1 Kings 17, 1-24
Monday: 1 Kings 18, 1-19
Tuesday: 1 Kings 18, 20-46
Wednesday: 1 Kings 19, 1-21
Thursday: 1 Kings 20, 1-21
Friday: 1 Kings 20, 22-43
Saturday: 1 Kings 21, 1-14
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SEVENTH LESSON
TEMPTATION

OPENING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 40, 1-6: Abide with me! (Wisc. 29)
Scripture Reading: Mark 14, 32-42. Prayer

I. THE FIRST TEMPTATION
Gen, 3, 1-6

1. Now the serpent was more subtil (cunning) than any beast of the
field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea,
hath God (really) said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
2. And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden: 3. But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch
it, lest ye die.

4. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5. For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6. And
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took

of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her;
and he did eat. .

Verse 1-3. How long after their ercation the first man and woman
remained in o state of innocence, the Bible does not tell us, 1t is suf-
ficient to know that while they dwelt in the Garden of IEden, Adam and
live fell a prey to the wiles of the devil, Tempted, they yielded to the
serpent’s arguments and since that day mankind is a sinful race.

The serpent was created good, like all living things (Genesis 1, 81).
Its native shrewdness was not a fault, yet it was the recason why Satan
cmployed it in order to tempt man. The question which the serpent
addressed to Eve was one of devilish cunning, It was designed to raise
doubts in the mind of the woman., IEive should have turned away from
the tempter. The exaggeration in verse 3 (“ncither shall ye touch it”)
in itself indicates that she now thought the divine command too strict.
The very question:  “Yea, hath God said—?” had caused her to begin
to doubt the love of God. Thus doubt was the heginning of sin.

Verse 4. 5. First the devil causes Eve to doubt, then boldly denies
the truth of what God has said, that transgression would be followed by
death; then in a hateful manner casts suspicion on the love of God: he
represents God as though He begrudged man the ability to know good
and evil. At the same time, the words of the serpent have a double mean-
ing; man’s cyes would indeed De opened, if he sinned, and he would,

alas, know good and evil! By mixing truth with lies the devil tempted

nan,

_Verse 6. The prospect of becoming like God caused evil, ambitious
dc_snrcs to spring up in 'Evc's heart. Doubting God’s word she had put
aside His command; evil desire, raised by false promises, did the rest,—
the first actual sin was committed,

L What similarities to the Firsi Templation do you find in the templa-
tion of Christ, Mait. 4, 1-117
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2. dgain, compare the temptation of Job, fob 1, 6-2, 10. ¥ hat was the
purpose of Sataw’s altacks wpon Job’s Jaith?  Why did God permil them?
Read 1 Peter 1, 7.

3. What comparison does Peler use when he refers to the Templer of
mankind, 1 Peter 5, 87

4. Why was Satan able to tempt Judas, Joln 13, 27

5. Iow does Satan most generally interfere with manw's conversion?
Read Luke 8, 12. 1 Thess. 3, 5.

, ,6;, Mention ‘(l()fl)“llll’\\‘ which he causes man to doubl because “unreason-
able?”  Is the Salanic source of templation an excuse Jor the sinner? KRead
James 1, 13-15.

. 7. 1ow do we call maw’s sinful dnclination througlh which he is always
ready lo yicld to templation?

II. TEMPTATIONS OF THE WORLD
Mark 13, 21. 22.

21. And then if any man shall say to you, Lo (look) here is Christ;
or, lo, he is there; believe him not: 22. For false Christs and false
prophets shall rise, and shall shew (perform) signs and wonders, to se-
duce (mislead), if it were possible, even the elect.

The passage is taken from one of Christ’s last discourses. e speaks
of the Latter Days. .Many false prophets will arise and by their lying
words attempt to draw the Christians {from the teachings of Christ. And
were it not for the assurance of the Gospel, we should have to fear that
even God's clect would fall away,—so great will be the power of the
temptation exercised by the false teachers.

8. Can you menltion false religious leaders of our day who claim divine
revelation, even miraculous power?

9. By what means does God wphold His children in templation? Read
Rev. 3, 10. What then is the purpose of our Bible Study?

10. Let us nole that Christ’s own temptation was not only part of the
suffering which He had to undergo as man, but was a truly vicarious suffer-
ing: because man yields to the devil's templations, Jesus overcame them vic-
toriously; and by faith in IHim we now have power lo resist templation.
Read Hebrews 2, 18. .

11, Read Maltl. 6, 13. Study also Luther’s explanation of the Sivth Peti-
ton. Some translate, in the Seventh Petition: “rom the Lvil One,” which
would be a reference to the devil.

12, IHow does Jesus emphasize the necessity of prayer against lemplation,
Matt, 26, 417

13. Can you sum up the means which Christians have for overcoming the
temptations of the devtl, the world, and their own flesh?

H. Hymn No. 381 verses 4-7:  Rise, iy soul. (IWisc., 176.)

III. WARNING AND COMFORT FOR THE TEMPTED
1 Cor. 10, 9-13
9. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and
were destroyed of serpents. 10. Neither murmur ye, as some of them
also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 11, Now all these
things happened unto them for ensamples (as a warning for others); and
they are written for our admonition (for instructing us), upon whom
the ends (closing hours) of the world are come. 12. Wherefore let him
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that thinketh he standeth take heed (care) lest he fall. 13. There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is common to (none beyond the power
of) man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer (let) you to be tempted
above that ye are able (beyond what you can stand); but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear 1(?1 )
As the Israclites were n i i he manna, so some Lhris-
. : ot satisficd with the mé  able rer
tians arc not satisfied with the Gosll)scll. As the Israclites g"‘““blﬁlﬁl against
Providence, so Christians arc apt to grumble when a{f]xctc'd.l'l“h{g J,CWS
were destroyed for tempting God, et Cliristians bewarce lc;f a like fate. t
In the tribulations of , it is especially neeessaty Lo
o @ the Last Days it 18 €SDS Cte st :
avoid the temptation of spiritual pridc.y“To stand” mcans t_(_) .b_Fdll(lbl}l
Christian faith. The danger is ever present that Gospel Christians be-
come secure and imagine that no temptation can fell then}.l d
On the other hand let th rte fio have felt the POWED
C ose be cornfolt(,d who . N
of temptation! If we but cling to the promiscs of the ffmhfull ‘Go.d_f'I}I](‘
will not permit us to perish but will help us to €sCape from the pitlalls
of Satan,
15. What, in the ligl i . evelation of 1 John 4, 47
ght of the text, is your interpre ati . s E
What lesson do we derive from Peter’s z.vperiencc, Mark 14, 677 What is
our duty as Christians over against fallen ones? Read Gal. 6, 1 Give the
teacling of this verse in your own words.

,

CLOSING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 409: In the Hour of Trial (Wisc. 149)
Prayer. Benediction

DAILY BIBLE READING:
Sunday: 1 Kings 21, 15-29
Monday: 1 Kings 22, 1-14
Tuesday: 1 Kings 22, 15-38
Wednesday: 1 Kings 22, 40-53
Thursday: 2 Kings 1, 1-18
Friday: 2 Kings 2, 1-11
Saturday: 2 Kings 2, 12-25

EIGHTH LESSON
RICHES

OPENING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 358: Lord of glory Thou hast bought us (Wisc, 129)
Scripture Reading; Matth. 6, 19-24. Prayer

1. GOD, THE GIVER OF RICHES
Deuteronomy 8, 11-18
11. Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his
commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command

thee this day: 12. Lest when thou hast eaten and art fuil, and hast built
goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 13. And when thy herds and thy
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flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied

thou hast is multipliec}l’; 14. Then thine heart be lri)fted’ 3;d(%léc(t,}$et
proud), and thou forget the Lord thy God, which (who) brought thee
forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 15, Who led
thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery ser-
pents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water: who
brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 16. Who fed tixee in
the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might
humble thee, and that he might prove (test) thee, to do thee good at th
latter end; 17. And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might o};
mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 18. But thou shalt remember the -
Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he
may establish his covenant which he sware (swore) unto thy fathers, as
it is this day. ’

The long sojourn in the wilderness is drawing to a close. The Is- -
raclites arc encamped in the Plains of Moal within sight of the Promised
Iand. Moscs, fecling that his death is approaching, delivers his final
charges to the people. Irom these closing addresses, which reviewed
bricfly the history of Isracl from Mt. Sinai to the Jordan, our text ig
taken. For a last time Moscs reminds the people of God’s goodncs:s
during the time of the deliverance from Egypt.  Fow carnestly the
prophet appeals to them to remember all that God has done for them
and to keep His connnandments! They were about to enter the rich and
beautiful land of Canaan. There they were to possess great wealth in
cattle, grain-ficlds, timber, and mines. This land they were to conquer
by the edge of the sword, driving out the wicked and idol-worshiping
inhabitants, How great the danger that the Israclites would be tempted
to forgetfulness and pride! The days of wandering in the wilderness
had been hard to bear; but even harder to bear would be the days of
prosperity. The later history of the Jews sllowg:(l how nccessary these -
warnings had been, Often they did forget their God, and boasted as
in verse 17. The teaching of the passage is that all wealth and pros-
perity is a gift of God,

The term “riches” is casily defined, Those arc rich who have more -
than they nced for the support of this bodily life.  And sinee most of us
have not only the nccessitics of lifc,——.—food, clothing, shelter,—but every
convenience not known to people in non-Christian lands, and even
luxuries, the warning of this text concerns all.

1. God does not give riches, as a rule, immediately but through certain
means. Can you mention these?

2. Through which commandment has God protected the right to hold
property? )

3. Examples of belicvers possessing wealth.  Compare Genesis 13, 2;
Job 1, 3; Maitt. 27, 57.

II. THE NEEDLE’S EYE
Matt. 19, 23-26

23. Then said Jesus unto .hi.s disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a
rich man shall hardly (with difficulty) enter into the kingdom of heaven.
24. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.
25. When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed (utterly
astounded), saying, Who then can be saved? 26. But Jesus beheld
(looked at) them, and said unto them, With (for) men this is impossible;
but with God all things are possible.
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This discourse of Christ on the dangers of riches was spoken after
our Lord’s meeting with the rich young ruler. This man boasted that
he had kept all the commandments and did not realize his chief fault:
his love of riches. The love of money stifled the sced of the Word which
had gotten a hopeful start; rather than sacrifice his riches he turned
away from Christ. IFrom this incident Jesus now draws a lesson for
His disciples. Wealth in itself docs not unfit us to become Christians.
But the danger is ever present that we place our trust in worldly goods
and prosperity.  Christ uses a figure to bring out this truth, The picturce
of a camel passing through a ncedle’s cyc was a proverbial saying to
illustrate an extremely difficult feat, So hard it is for a rich man to be-
come or remain a Christian, Indeed, if they depend on their own
strength, .tlle prospcrous would never l;c able to tear their hearts away
from their posscssions.  But with God all things are possible. His
Gospel is able to convert the heart and to releasc it from the bondage of
riches.  Thus a Christian who has plenty of this world’s goods, is, 11 a
special sense, a monument to the sanctifying power of the Word of God.

1. Read again in the first lesson the words in which Moses describes
tho.\*c_ whose faith in God is destroyed through the love of riches. .

5. Note how this same teaching is brought out in the story of the rich
man and Lazarus, Luke 16, Ilow is the selfishiess of this man described?—
his forget/gtlness of the Word of God? (verse 29).

(75, IWI;:[Ch. ()];lﬂll_’ disciples was lost through love of riches? —

. Lsvplamn the “statenment that the we of ri . g e root of all evils
(1 Tim. 6, 6-10.) ¢ love of riches is the f

8. Lxplain, in this connection, the meaning of the thorns in the parable
of the Sower. (Matl. 13, 22.) g.of

9. Hymn No. 360:  Abnighty Father, heaven and earth (Wisc. 33).

ITI. THE PROPER USE OF WEALTH
Luke 16, 1-9

1. And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man,
which had a steward (superintendent); and the same was accused unto
him that he had wasted his goods (property). 2. And he called him,
and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account
of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.

3. Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my
lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am
ashamed. 4.1 am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the
stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.

5. So he called every one of his lord’s debtors unto him, and said
unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord? 6. And he said, An
hundred measures (barrels) of oil, And he said unto him, Take thy bill,
and sit down quickly, and write fifty (barrels). 7. Then said he to an-
other, And how much owest thou? ~And he said, An hundred measures
(bushels) of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write four-
score (eighty bushels).

8. And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done
wisely (for looking ahead): for the children of this world are in their
generation wiser (look further ahead) than the children of light. 9. And
1 say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unright-

eousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting
habitations.
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The steward had squandered his master’s money cither by fraud or
through cxtravagance, He is ordered to produce his books. Knowing
what would lollow, e uses his position to place people under obligations
to him. His lord’s debtors are called, and their promissory notes changed
to read for much smaller amounts, A clever scheme, so that even his
master had to admire his smartness!  Jesus certainly does not want to
teach that we should employ forgery in order to make [riends” The les-
son of the parable is: Use your wealth (mammon) wisely, with an cye
to the future! Let Christians remember that they must one day give
an account to God in regard to the use they made of moncy. So use
your moncey that on the Jast day those whom you benefited will speak
for youa belore the throne of God testifying to the help whichh you sup-
plied to make them Christians, to save their souls!

10. State in your own words whal is the wise and what is the foolish
way lo use ntoney.

11. Read the charge given to all ministers by St. Paul how they are lo
admonish the rich. I Tim. 6, 17-19. (“lligh-minded”=proud; “communi-
cale”=lo share.)

12. Can you cxplain the term “unceriain riches” in this passage?

13. How must owr giving be in order to be acceptable to God? Read 1
Chronicles 29, 17.

14. 1How does Jesus describe the blessedness of giving for 1lis kingdom?
Matt. 6, 19. 20.

]

CLOSING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 357: O Lord of heaven (Wisc. 161)
Prayer. Benediction

DATLY BIBLE READING:
Sunday: 2 Kings 3, 1-20
Monday: 2 Kings 3, 21-4, 7
Tuesday: 2 Kings 4, 8-37
Wednesday: 2 Kings 4, 38-44
Thursday: 2 Kings 5, 1-14
Friday: 2 Kings 5, 15-27
Saturday: 2 Kings 6, 1-23

NINTH LESSON
AFFLICTION

OPENING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 507: Whatever God ordains is good (Wisc. 217)
Scripture -Reading: Psalm 119, 50-64. Prayer

I. WHOM THE LORD LOVETH HE CHASTENETH
Hebrews 12, 1-7 '

1. Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about (encircled) with
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us (cling to us), and let us run with patience
the race that is set before us,
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2. Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for
(in order to reach) the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down (seated) at the right hand of the
throne of God. 3. For consider him that endured such contradiction of
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

4. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving (in the struggle)
against sin. 5. And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh
unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of
the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6. For whorp the
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
7. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what

son is he whom the father chasteneth not (where is the son not dis-
ciplined by his father)?

Verse 1. The preceding chapter shows how the power of faith was
revealed in the saints of the Old Testament. Through this “cloud of
witnesses” we arce to be taught to be steadfast and unflinching in our
faith and, like an athlete that trains for a race, cast aside everything that
would hold us back in the appointed course.

Verse 2. 3. In consideration of the joy that was set before Him, the
cternal joys of heaven, Jesus disregarded the paing and the disgrace that
nmen were leaping upon Him, When Jesus had completed His sufferings,
He was raiscd also according to His human nature to the right hand of
God, the authority and rule over all things. What an ¢xample for us!
Shall Christians become weary and faint under afflictious, remembering
that even the holy Son of God had to pass through suffering to glory?
Did He ever grow weary in His work of saving souls? How small arc
all our troubles compared with the sufferings that Christ endured!

Verse 4-7, The Christians whom this letter addresses had to endure
much scorn and ridicule from their enemies; but so far none had been
tortured and slain for the sake of the Gospel. God docs not lay upon
His children at any time more than they can bear, and such sufferings as
they endure arce in the nature of a “chastening.”” It is a token of God’s
love when He trains and cducates His children for greater usclulness
in His kingdom and final happiness. And this process of training includes
the suffering of alflictions, Where is a child which the father does not
chasten? Instead of weakening in our faith, murmuring. against God,
and running away from the school of suffering, we should rather learn,
in days of trouble, that God is training us for greater service and for the
day of the final revelation of His love and mercy.

L. Can you mention examples of suffering lo which Christians are subject
in body, soul, property, and reputation (Lxplanation of the Seventh Pelition)?

The first effect of suffering upon the believing Christian is that
it reminds him-of his sinfulness and thus causcs him to scek ancw the
comfort of the divine promisc. He reads again the Holy Seriptures,

conce neglected, and in them scceks anew assurance of divine love and

forgiveness,

2. Read Psalm 119, 50. 67. 71.

3. The entire hislory of Israel is an illustration of this doctrine. Com-
pare especially Deut. 8, 2-6 (in the wilderness), Judges 10, 6-10, (oppression
by the heathen Canaanites), and 1 Kings 8, 47-49 (the caplivity in Babylon).

4. Read the words of comfort addressed {o Israel in Babylon, Isaial 41,
10-14. x
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5 What does Jesus mean by the purging of the wvine, John 15, 27
o. Hympn No 498: 1f thow bul sufler God o guide thee (1Fise. 90).

I1I. THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER
Lamentations 2, 15-19

15. All that pass by clap their hands at thee; they hiss and wag their
head at the daughter ot Jerusalem, saying, Is this the city that men call
I'ne perfection of beauty, The joy of the whole earth? 16. All thine
enemies have opened their mouth against thec: they hiss and gnash the
teeth: they say, We have swallowed her up: certainly this is the day that
we looked for; we have found, we have seen it.

17. The Lord hath done that which he had devised; he hath fulfilled
his ‘word that he had commanded in the days of old: he hath thrown
down, and hath not pitied: and he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice
over thee, he hath set up the horn of (given prosperity to) thine ad-
versaries. .

18. Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion,
let tears run down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not
the apple of thine eye cease. 19. Arise, cry out in the might: in the be-
ginning of the watches pour out thine heart like water before the face of
the Lord: lift up thy hands toward him for the life of thy young children,
that faint for hunger in the top of every street.

The book of Lamentations was written by Jeremiah at the time of
the siege, capture, and destruction of Jerusalenr by Nebuchadnezzer, 587
B. C. At this tiine the people of Judah were taken captive to the land of
Babylon, where they remained seventy years. T'he book of Lamentations
was written not only as a confession of the people’s sins but to show
the divine purposce of sullering, and how God loves and pities those whom
e is compelled to afflict for their own good. Because of their many
shameful idolatries, Jehovah had cast off His pcople. The passage before
us describes the misery and disgrace of the nation but above all calls
upon the people to take to heart this terrible lesson, and to turn again
in carnest prayer to the true God.

Verses 15 and 16 describe thie joy of the victorious encimies. Verse
17 states that this affliction is a fulfillment of the warnings which Isracl
had despised. (Deut, 28, 15. 52.) Verse 18: When their city was.taken
they turned again to the living God (wall stands for the city and its
people). Verse 19: At last lsracl again is worshipping Jehovah, But
how great was the disaster necessary to bring them to repentance!

7. The psalms contain numerous instances of prayer under affliction.
Read, for instance, Psalin 18, 1-6. ‘

8. The prosperily of the wicked as compared with the suffering of God's
children, is frequently mentioned, especially in the Psalins. The class should
take tiine to read Psalin 73, especially verses 16-20.

II1. EVIL TURNED INTO GOOD
Genesis 45, 3-10

3. And Joseph said urito his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father
yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled
(filled with fear) at his presence. 4. And Joseph said unto his brethren,
Come near to me, I pray (beg) you. And they came near. And he said,
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I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 1?1. No“il'tt}lllersf?cl)i
be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for
God did send me before you to preserve life. 6. For these tyvo.yeth
hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, ldnG g
which there shall neither be earing (ploughing) nor harve§t. 7. fm o
sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save
your lives by a great deliverance.

8. So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he ha;tl'{
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and da ruler
throughout all the land of Egypt. 9. Haste ye (make haste%l, an dg(ﬁ \:F
to my father and say unto him, Thus caith thy son Joseph, (;‘ro 1a 1
made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not (don’t de aY):
10. And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, an(} thou shalt be ne}zlu
unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy
flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast. )

After testing his brothers in various ways, even as God tests us
through suffering, Joseph told his brethren wio he was. This scene 1s
described in our text. The conscience of the brethren is :}wakcncd. Lhey

car that after these many years they will now be punished for seclling
their brother into slavery. By the reply of Joseph they are assured, on
the other hand, that he had forgiven them their heartless conduct, Abgvc
all, Joseph impresses the lesson upon them that it was not they but God
who had brought him to Egypt. Through interpretating the drecams of

Pharaol, Joseph helped the Lgyptian ruler to preparce for the years 01[
famine. By storing up the grain during the seven years of plenty, enough
food w

as provided, not only for Egypt, but for the surrounding countries
which were also in the grip of famine. Thus it was that the patriarch
Jacob and his sons were preserved. Not only this, but Joseph was able
to find them a home in the land of Goshen, where, during the next four-
hundred years, Isracl grew into a nation that was able to take possession
of the Promised Land of Canaan., Now, all this had ‘been 111"1dc.])05511)lc
through the afflictions that Joseph had to endure. His scparation 1'1-01’11
his father, the years of slavery in Egypt, his persecution by Potiphar’s
wife, his imprisonment, all thesc troubles, under the providence of God,
worked out for good, so that the sced of Abraham in which all nations
were to be blessed was kept alive.
9. Read also Genesis 50, 20,

10. 1t is a comforting thon
sufferings God, in his hidden
the Christianw’s troubles are

ght for afflicted (,'lu'istiaux. that through their
cowncis, is providing a blessing for others. All
“Dlessings in disguise”

11. If Christians become impatient under suffering, it is because they can-
not see low that which is so hard {o bear is bound to turn out a bezwfgl. Yet
it is one of the clearest Bible teachings that in electing us to eternal life God

has also determined that our way must go through suffering. Read Romans
8, 28. 38. 39.

That there will be an cternal recompense and cexceedingly great re-
ward of grace, for all the aftlictions undergone in this life, is one of the
sweet, comforting doctrines of the Gospel. As there is strict justice for
all those who, while enjoying every blessing of God, reject His Holy

al blessings, glories indescribable, for thosc

Word, so there will be spiritu nde )
who have, as faithful believers, undergone humiliation, troubles, pains,

and disappointments.
12. Read John 16, 22. Romans 8, 17. 2 Cor. 4, 17.
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CLOSING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 512: Come, ye disconsolate (Wisc. 57)
Prayer. Benediction

DATLY BIBLE READING:
Sunday: 2 Kings 0, 24-7, 11
Monday: 2 Kings 7, 12-20
Tuesday: 2 Kings 8, 1-24
Wednesday: 2 Kings 9, 1-21
Thursday: 2 Kings 9, 22-37
Friday: 2 Kings 10, 1-17
Saturday: 2 Kings 10, 18-36

TENTH LESSON
PERSECUTION

OPENING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 376: Fight the good fight (Wisc. 66)
Scripture Reading: Psalm 3. Prayer’

I. THE FIERY TRIAL
1 Peter 4, 12-19

12. Beloved, think it not strange concerning (do not be amazed at)
the fiery trial which is to try (test) you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you: 13. But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy. 14. If ye be reproached (denounced) for the
name of Christ, happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God resteth
upon you: ofl their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is
glorified.

15. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evil doer, or as a busy-body (meddler) in other men’s matters. 16. Yet
if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God on this behalf (for this reason). 17. For the time is come
that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us,
what shall the end be of them that obey not (refuse obedience to) the
gospel of God? 18. And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall
(what will become of) the ungodly and the sinner appear? 19. Where-
fore, let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keep-
ing of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator,

Verse 12-14, “Be not astonished,” the Apostle Peter admonishes the
readers of his First Letter, “at the burning among you by which your
faith s to be tested, as though a strange thing will happen unto you.”
Even in the days of Peter, the Christian church had drawn upon itself
the hatred of the world, and bloody persecutions were beginning.
Through undergoing sufferings for the sake of Christ, the Christians



r¢ being lifted, as on the cross, nearer to their Lord. It \v:\sln‘otl;[dlis—

1or but glory so 1o suffer, and by their patient endurance, the Holy

r1t is glorified,

1. The two purposes which God has in mind when Christians st;ffcr ]/)u-

whion are here mentioned.  Can you stale i your own words what these

) purposes are? .
2. Believers must ol be amased when perseculion comes, since Chrisl

: plainly foretold it, Matl, 24, 9. Read also the general principle announced
Panl, 2 i, 3, 12.

Verse 15-19. There would be no comfort for a Christian to know
't by wicked lives or because the church meddled as a l)usy-body‘m‘
> affairs of the state, they had deserved their sufferings, Al‘l(l-.l]lf,
ught is a natural one that if Christians must undergo such suif_cun‘gi
W much more dreadful will be the judgment of those who 1'cjcc§iv(‘
Tist.  To the Christians, however, persccution comes through the
unsels of an allwise and loving Father,—shall they not, like Jesus, com-
t their souls in confidence to God's keeping? ' )

3. The choice of suffering shame with Christ or being ]WfUC’d with ”""
rld 5070& Placed even before the Old Testament believers  Read Hebrews

4. In the persccutions which David experienced through the hatred of
ul, Christians of all ages have found a picture of their own m'{,ﬁermg%.
ad, for in.slancc’, Psalm 57, dlso the persecution of Elijah by King Aha
y be studied in ihis connection. Read 1 Kings 19, 14. . hod

5. Slander (“evil spoken of” Verse I4) has ever been a favorite method

the persecutors. Read the _)falsc accusations raised against Stephen and
ul, Acts 6, 9- 13; 24, 5. 6.

6. How belicvers are made fellow-sufferers with Christ is made clear by
mparig Matt, 27, 43 and Psabn 42, 3.

From the earliest days, the encemies of the church used violence in
der to extinguish the light of the Gospel. Christians were imprisoncd
d were frequently put to death, sometimes after undergoing the most
vful tortures, Many thousands of Christians were thus slain by the
omans during the first three centuries (the Age of Persecution) and
7 the Roman Chureh during the Middle Ages. (Burning of Hus; per-
cution of the Waldenses.) Wherever the church has begun missions
nong the heathen, its missionarics were persecuted like the hirst Apostles
- Christ. Read Acts 8, 3; 12, 2,

7. Hymn No. 379: My soul be on thy guard. (Wisc. 138.)

II. PERSECUTION—ITS CAUSE AND ITS REWARD
Luke 12, 4-12

4. And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that‘kill the
ody, and after that have no more that they can do. 5. But I will fore-
arn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which (who) after he hath
Iled hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. 6.
re not five sparrows sold for two farthings (less than a cent‘), and not
ne of them is forgotten before God? 7. But even the very hairs of your
ead are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than
any sparrows. 8. Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me
efore men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of
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God: 9. But he that denieth me before men shall be i

angels of God. 10. And whosoever shall speak a word z:i;ax.lilrfs(i. ?}fioggntg‘;
man, it shall be forgiven him; but unto him that blasphemeth against the
Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. 11. And when they bring you unto
the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers (authorities), take ye
no thought (don’t trouble yourselves) how or what thing ye shall answer
or what ye shall say: 12. For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the
same hour what ye ought to say. )

Verse 4. 7. Christianity may cxposc its confessors to danger of
body and life. Yet Christians must not fear human enemies but {ear
God who on the last day will judge all men, Again, why fear? He has
regard even for the commonest birds; not the loss of a single hair is so
insignificant that he fails to note it. How foolish then, is fear, with God’s
loving Providence ruling even in the midst of His enemies.

Verse 8-12. Open confession of Christ is demanded of every fol-
lower. As we confess Him, so He will stand by us on the Last Day and
acknowledge us as IHis disciples, Some may, indeed, out of weakness
deny their faith, but will repent and thus find forgiveness. But to re-
ject the truth with full knowledge is a different matter; such a onc
hardens his heart until he no longer desires forgiveness. As for the
disciples, ecven if the wisdom and power of the world is lined up against
them, they should not despair beeause God's Spirit Himself will guide
their tongue in the defense of the truth.

The causc of persccution is here made plain, It is hatred of the
truth. When Christians confess their faith, the unbeliever’s conscience
tells him that the Christians are right, and while some are converted
many harden their hearts and now persecute the believer.

8. Cain was the first persccutor. What was the cause of his hatred of
Abel? Read 1John 3, 12. Hatred of the church is really hatred of God and
Christ. Read JTohn 15, 20. 24.

9. Indeed, persecution of the church is persecution of Christ Iimself!
Acts 9, 4. 5.

10. The object of persecution is to silence the Word of God. Acis 4,
16-20. 29.

11. How do you interpret the saying of Paul, when he ivas a prisoner in
Rome, 2 Tim. 2,97

It is a mistake to say, because we are not today imprisoned or robbed
of our possessions for the sake of the Gospel, that there is no persecu-
tion in our time. That which is much harder to bear than bodily pain
is ridicule and contempt. Consider how those are scorned who refuse
to accept the teaching of evolution,—or who accept the Bible as an in-
fallible book! And there are those who find many hindrances to ad-
vancement because they avoid the pleasures of the world and its asso-
ciations.

12, What provision does our church make to strengthen its younger people
who study at colleges and universities?

13. How are those persecuied who refuse to join lodges?

. In a special sense the ministers are the object of hatred and perseci-
tion. Read 2 Cor. 6,4. 5.

15. Explain the saying: “The blood of the martyrs is the sced of the
church.” Read Acts 8, 3. 4. Can you apply this to the beginning of our
Lutheran Church in America?
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Above all, the splendid reward of grace which is held out to all
those who undergo for the sake of Christ shame, contempt, loss, and
bodily persccution is stressed in this lesson, Verse 8. TFor all thosec who
fight a good fight there is laid up a crown of rightecousness which the
Lord Himself shall give them “at that day.”

16. Because of the honor which we have when we suffer with Cl”"“"«‘ and
because of the final heavenly reward, Christians are able lo accepl perseculion
not only with palience but with rejoicing, Matt. 5, 11. 12,

CLOSING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 408: Let me be Thine forever (Wisc. 123)
Prayer. Benediction

DATLY BIBLE READING:
Sunday: 2 Kings 11, 1-21
Monday: 2 Kings 12, 1-21
Tuesday: 2 Kings 13, 1-25
Wednesday: 2 Kings 14, 1-16
Thursday: 2 Kings 14, 17-25
Friday: 2 Kings 15, 1-22
Saturday: 2 Kings 15, 23-38

ELEVENTH LESSON
FELLOWSHIP

OPENING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 462: Blest be the tie (Wisc. 47)
Scripture Reading: Acts 2, 42-47. Prayer

I. CHRIST'S PRAYER FOR UNITY
John 17, 17-22 ‘
17. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

18. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also cent

: them into the world. 19. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they
| also might be sanctified through the truth.

20. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall be-
lieve on me through their word; 21. That they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that
the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22. And the glory which

: thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are
i one,

In our last lesson we discussed persccution. ‘Fhe words preceding
our lesson text today refer to the same subject: “The world hath hated
them (the believers in Christ) because they are not of the world, even
as T am not of the world.” Aund this is because “T have given them
Thy Word.” The interests and aims of the Christians lie in opposite
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dircction to the aims and objects of the world. "This entire so-called
Flighpriestly prayer of Christ is a petition that the Church of God might
remain distinet from the unbelieving world and that all Christians might

be bound up in close fellowship through faith in the same divine Re- .

decemer. :

Verse 17, To sanctify nmicans to sct apart, to make separate.  'When
faith is worked in the heart, the person is inwardly separated from the
world; thus things which he once Joved and.admired he now hates, and
what Tormerly he ridiculed and despised,—the Bible, church, worship,
prayer, the ministry, missionary work,—~he now cherishes and supports.
He has separated himself from the unbelicf, pride, and sinful occupations
of the world,

1. 1low is separation from the world understood by Roman Catholics?
Docs this agree with Verse 157

Verse 18, 19, Being set apart for serviee through the power of the
Gospel, the believers are now witnesses for the Truth, By this means
the church is to be built. Fven as Jesus consccrated Himself to the re-
demption of men by giving Himself as a sacrifice for the world, so the
Christian, by accepting this redemption in sincere faith, is separated from
the unbelieving world and is now able to fight evil and carry out the
commands of his Master.

Verse 20-22. We have scen how the fellowship of the Christians is
established. By the blood of Christ they have Dbeen redeemed and
through His word (preaching and the sacraments) they have been sepa-
rated from the evil life and associations of the world. Jesus had only
been speaking of His disciples, but in these-verses he applies the same
prayer to all those who would be gathered by the missionary work of
the Apostles and their successors. Now among all these a union is
established, a spiritual fellowship, They belong to various Christian de-
nominations, speak different languages, and never meet cach other, yet
if they have true faith in their hearts they are united in a common
fellowship. That this is not an outward union is plain from the fact
that Jesus says “As Thou Father, Art in Mc¢ and T in Thee.” The fel-
lowship between Christians is a real, close one, like that between Jesus
and His heavenly Father. Those who arc so united are fitted for ex-
tending the Kingdom of Christ. Through their work all the elect among
mankind are finally gathered into the Church. The spiritual nature of
this fellowship is again pointed out in Verse 22.

2. State in one word whal it is that ynites the believers in a spiritual
fellowship.

3. Why is the fellowship of Christian believers called the “universal
church?” Why “invisible church?”

4. Which denomination bases its fellowship upon an outward union under
« visible head?

5. What is meant by the Lutheran principle of: “No union without
wnity?”

Unionism: Unionisn is religious union and fellowship between those
who are not united in doctrine. It is the common practice among
churches of today to unite in joint scrvices (union services), and in many
kinds of church work (Sunday-school, revivals, missions) because they
agree in what they call the “great essentials,” The Bible does not say,
however, that we should agree only in the more important doctrines.
In our text Jesus says: “Thy Word is Truth,” We can compel no man
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to accept the entire Bible as truth, but we can and must refuse to have
fellowship with those who reject any teaching of }he Bible.

6. How does Romans 16, 17 apply in this connection? .

7. What shall we answer those who say that owr leaching regarding
Christian fellowship is “narrow?” (Read Matl. 7, 11.)

IT. TRUE BROTHERHOOD
Gal. 3, 26-29

26. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27.
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
28. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond (slavc). nor free
(freeman), there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus. 29, And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise. . . . .

Now that the Gospel is preached to men and faith cn'kmdl(.:d in their
licarts, they have entered into a new and wonderful relationship to God.
They have become children of God. When they were baptized unto
Christ and therehby made partakers of IHis redemption, they became
children of God. In Baptism we accepted Christ and His righteousness,
were clothed with His innocence. All that separated us from God was
taken away, and thus we are now His children. Whether a person is a
Jew or a non-Jew, whatever his race or his station in life, he is united
I the most intimate fellowship with all other Christians. All are one
i Christ and all will inlierit cternal life as members of God’s lioly
people, ’

8. We observe that there are no degrees of fellowship in the Christian
church. Whether young or old, male or female, clergymen or laymen, or
whatever office one may hold in the church, all have the same rights of fel-
lowship.  This is meant by “universal priesthood of belicvers” Can you
mention some of those things in which all Christians have equal rights?

9. In the Qld Testamnent the sons of Abraham or Jewish people had an
owtward fellowship consisting in appointed ordinances and forms of worship.
Read the comparison between the Dld Testament and New Testament fellow-
ship, Hebrews 9, 11-14.

10. How was Baptism, the New Testament seal of fellowship, fore-
shadowed in Old Testament history? Read 1 Cor. 10, 1-4.

Those who say that all men are God’s children and that we should
recognize every one as a Christian brother, are greatly mistaken., Jesus
plainly teaches that there are some whose father is not God but the
devil. Only those are brethren who are united in fellowship through
confession of Christian faith, as we confess it in Baptism. But who are
1111;03% Vzlzlom Christ calls children of the devil? Read John 8, 44, Matt.

11 Iy No. 467:  Hark the Church proclaims (Wise, 81).

III. HOLY COMMUNION
. 1 Cor, 10, 16-17

16. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of
the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion
of the body of Christ? 17. For we being many are one bread, and one
body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

Verse 16, 17. This text breathes the certainty of Christian fellow-
ship. There is fellowship with Christ, in Whom we have part by the

l"ll\l
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drinking of the wine and cating of the bread, There is fellowshi i
the other communicants, with whom we participate by cating “ffstl“{) V,wth
bread and drinking of the same cup, the blessed “fl';lit %)fot] ' S_(111‘1S
In other words, those who recceive the sacraments are in ol co ¢ vine.
and so this term has been applied to the Sacrament of tl1}(; Allll'n‘u}ltl‘lollil"
Flypocrites and unbelievers indeed partake of the body and ll)lll l(i’c £
Christ when they commune, but theirs is not the l-]'o]y((,‘omncl)o ion
Their unbelicf cuts them off from the Christian Church and the .l‘ml.p":
the body of Christ unto their damnation. ‘ Yy receive
12. Open Communion and Closed Communion: Open communion is

celebration of ihe sacrament in which all withowt distinclion are f/@it@(? tg
partgke. Closed communion is that practiced in owr church, in which onl;
those partake who confess with us the same faith. Since the .rJacz'ament c \'tabj-l
lishes and is a token of union, and since the wiion for which Christ /zz:a ed
is a spiritual fellowship, it follows that we can cominune only with tizose 13ith
whont we are really wnited in such fellowship. Truth wnites, error dwvides;.
by keeping all thai Christ connanded Iis church and by avoi’ding fellowrhi/;
with the false teachers we have fellowship with Christ and with those ;v/w
confess this same faith. To these we are limited in communion worship
joint prayer and joint church work. Read John 4, 24, ’ ’

CLOSING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 466: The Church’s one foundation (Wisc. 189)
Prayer. Benediction

DAILY BIBLE READING:
Sunday: 2 Kings 16, 1-20
Monday: 2 Kings 17, 1-23
Tuesday: 2 Kings 17, 24-41
Wednesday: 2 Kings 18, 1-16
Thursday: 2 Kings 18, 17-37
Friday: 2 Kings 19, 1-14
Saturday: 2 Kings 19, 15-37

TWELFTH LESSON
LOVE

' OPENING DEVOTION
Hymn No. 362: O God of mercy God of might (Wisc. 219)
Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 13, Prayer
I. FORGIVE—GIVE
Luke 6, 27-38

27. But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to
them which hate you, 28. Bless them that curse you, and pray for them
which despitefully use (abuse) you. 29. And unto him that smiteth
(strikes) thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh
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away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also. 30. Give to every man
that asketh of thee; and of him that taket}} away thy goods ask them
not again (back). 31. And as ye would (like) that men should do to
you, do ye also to them likewise,

32. For if ye love them which love you, what thank (credit) have ye?
for sinners also love those that love them, 33. And if ye do. good to them
which do good to you, what thank (merit) have ye? for sinners also do
even the same. 34. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive
(get something), what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners,
to receive as much again. 35. But love ye your enemies, and do good,
and lend, hoping for nothing again (no return); and your reward shall
be great, and ye shall be the ch.ldren of the Highest: for he is kind unto
the unthankful and to the evil.

36. Be ye thercfore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 37.
Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not
be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 38. Give, and it shall
be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together,
and running over, shall men give into your bosom (lap): For with the
same measure that ye mete withal (deal out to others), it shall be meas-
ured to you again.

Verse 27-31. The words were addressed by Jesus to His disciples,
but the multitude surrounded Him and had opportunity to hear His
saving doctrine. To all who hear He announces the law of love, No
wrging is needed that we love our friends, that we do good to those who
show us favors, that we pray for those who pray for us. As Jesus says
in the following verses, even the heatlien do that, True love is unselfish,
This is meant by the examples given in the text, They are all to be under-
stood in the light of the Golden Rule: As we wish that people would
act towards us, so we arc to act towards them.

1. Read Mati. 7, 12,

Verse 32-35. By sinners are meant those who make no claims at all
to be Christians. They also do works that might outwardly appear
like works of love but as a matter of fact they arc prompted by selfish-
ness,  Kindness, charity, are looked upon as “good policy,” “good busi-
ness.”  To be children of God we should exhibit that charttable love
which, like God, is good to the evil and kind to the ungrateful,

2. Are “charity balls” true charity? Can you give other examples of a
hypocritical use of the word charity by people owtside of the Chureli?

3. Which verses of the opening lesson (1 Cor. 13) would apply here?

Verse 36-38. Not simply a kind disposition but active merey and
compassion is expected of Christians. This will be evident from our
remarks about our fellowmen., Those who judge harshly, who condemn
their neighbor unmercifully, are not followers of Christ, We must prac-
tice forgivencss, if we wish to receive forgivencss. Where mercy is not
found in the heart, there is no faith. No one who believes that God has,
without our own merit, forgiven us our transgressions, can be harsh to
his neighbor. A good micasure, pressed down, flowing over the top, will
]I)‘C lour portion if we practice kindness, and thus imitate our heavenly
‘ather,

4. By means of which parable does Tesus bring home the lesson that only
the merciful will receive mevey? Read Matt, 18, 21-35. Which supernaiyral
gifts does Paul compare with Christian love in onr opening lesson?  1Why
does he call love more excellent?

ag——, -
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3. Paul calls love greater than faith and hope: These will cease when
we have obtained that which we during this life believed and loped for, but
our love of God and of the brethren will be unchanged in heaven, only ;mn'-
fied, it will endure forever.

6{; 1Why is charity or Christian love called a fruit of the Spirit, Galatians
5, 22¢ ‘

7. The quality of love, as shown by Christians towards cach other and
even lowards the enenties who perseculed them, was something entirely new
Lo the world. The heathen had wewver seen anything like it Many thousands
were converled by the power of the example of Clristian love. Fven the
best among the heathen had never-conceived of such a virtue as the love that
shone in the Hves of Christians, 1lence we understand why Jesus calls the
commandment of love a new commandment. Read John 13, 31. 35; 1 John
3,23 2

8 Hymn No. 339: May we Thy precepls Lord (Wise, 128).

I1I. LOVE—ITS GRACIOUS REWARD
Matt, 25, 34-40

34. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: 35. For I was an hungred (hungry) and ye
gave me meat (fed me): I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a
stranger, and ye took me in: 36. Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick,
and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

37. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we
three an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38.
When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed
thee? 39. Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

40. And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.

The passage is taken from Christ’s deseription of the Last Judgnient.
The former lowly and despied Galilean is now King of kings. Before
Him are gathered all nations. Iach individual is to receive Judgment,

oo

from which there is no appeal.

On His left there are those who once gloried in deeds of charity ac-
corded great in the sight of men, but which lacked the true quality of
unsclfish kindness, because the true source was missing,—faith in Christ.
But we are concerned in these verses with those sct on Christ’s right
hand. FHeaven is their cternal possession as a reward for their faith.
As evidence of the justice of His Judgment, so that all the world may
recognize it, the Judge then scts forth the character of those gathered
on His right. He¢ mentions all kinds of ordinary, every-day deeds of
kindness. To feed a hungry beggar.. To show kindness to homeless
strangers, to the sick and those in prison. It is impossible to perform
cven the least of these acts in His spirit unless we have faith in Him.
Humbly, the believer will never admit that he has done any great service
to others. But Jesus instructs us that such works, done without any
cxpectancy of reward, arc the truest services we can render to our Logd.
We cannot like Mary anoint His body for His death, nor lay Him into
our tomb as Joscph did. Fe is risen and is in glory, hence does not
need our ministrations. DBut what we do to the lcast of Flig disciples,
we do to Him, and that in itsclf is reward enough.
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9. Christian fellowship includes that we sympathize with the troubles of
our fellow Christians. Through Baptism, as we have heard, we have become
one body and as such are wmembers interested in each other. Read 1 Cor.

12,12, 13. 26.

10. Love as the evidence of Christian fellowship is beaulifully described,
Rom. 12, 9-16.

1. How did Joseph exemplify the spirit of forgiving love? Genesis
50, 15-21.

12, How did Jesus teach His disciples a lesson in loving service?  (John
13.)

13. What special occasions have arisen in recent world history for the
exercise of Christian love? :

I In what manier have owr young people made use of these oppor-
lunities?

13, W hat institutions recejve their support with the same object in view?
6. What special occasions have we in daily life (congregation, church
society, family), to exercise charily? (It has been made clear that “charity”

does not only mean doing good to the poor or afflicted, but love to the brother
and to fellowmen.)

P 1117). What is the highest motive for love to owr ncighbor? (1 John 4,

CLOSING DEVOTION

Hymn No. 358: Lord of glory Thou hast bought us (Wisc. 129)
Prayer. Benediction

DAILY BIBLE READING:
Sunday: 2 Kings 20, 1-21
Monday: 2 Kings 21, 1-26
Tuesday: 2 Kings 22, 1-20
Wednesday: 2 Kings 23, 1-15
Thursday: "2 Kings 23, 16-37
Iriday: " 2 Kings 24, 1-20
Saturday: 2 Kings 25, 1-30
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OPIENING PRAYIERS
Almighty God, Who hast given us commandment to pray for the
gift of the Holy Ghost: Most heartily we beseech Thee, through Jesus
Christ our Advocate, to grant us Thy Holy Spirit, that He may quicken
our hearts by Thy saving Word, and lead us into all truth, that He may
guide, instruct, enlighten, govern, comfort, and sanctify us unto ever-
lasting life; through the same, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Send, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, Thy Holy Spirit into our
hearts, that He may rule and direct us according to Thy will, comfort us
in all temptations and afflictions, defend us from all error, and lead us
into all truth; that we, being steadfast in the faith, may increase in love
and in all good works, and in the end obtain everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

O Lord God, heavenly Father, we beseech Thee, let Thy Holy Spirit
dwell in us, that He may enlighten and lead us into all truth, and evermore
defend us from all adversities; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and Everlasting God, Who makest us both to will and to
do those things which are good, and acceptable unto Thy Divine Majesty:
Let Thy Fatherly hand, we beseech Thee, ever be over us. Let Thy
Holy Spirit ever be with us. And so lead us in the knowledge and obe-
dience of Thy Word, that in the end we may obtain,everlasting life;
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Almighty and Eternal God, Thou hast taught us in true faith to know
and to acknowledge Thee, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one eternal
God, gracious and merciful, Who hast created, redeemed, and sanctified
us according to Thy wonderful and infinite love and grace: We supplicate
Thee, ever to keep us steadfast in such faith. Grant us grace, that we
may ever laud, praise, magnify, and glorify Thy holy Name; who livest
and reignest from everlasting to everlasting. Amen.
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CLOSING PRAYIERS
Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, unto Thy Church Thy Holy
Spirit, and the wisdom which cometh down from above, that Thy Word,
as becometh it, may not be bound, but have free course and be preached
to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faigh we
may serve Thee, and in the confession of Thy Name abide unto the
end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, our Protector; Behold, and look upon the face of Thine
Anointed, Who hath given Himself for the redemption of all, and grant
that from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof, Thy Name
may be great among the Gentiles, and that in every place, sacrifice and a
pure offering may be made unto Thy Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, unto Whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from Whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee, and
worthily magnifly Thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, Who resistest the proud, and givest grace to the humble;
Grant unto us true humility, after the likeness in which Thine Only Son
hath revealed it in Himself, that we may never be lifted up and provoke
Thy wrath, but in all lowliness be made partakers of the gifts of Thy
grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.





