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.perrfdjt iuuet~alb bet m:merifanifdj~£ut~etifdjen ~il'dje 
uiHHge mat~eit nub @inigfeit l1etteff~ bel' 31'dum~~ 

Iofigfeit bel' edjtift? 

,Bur StIiirung bider iSrage bicne auniidlft bas iSofgenbe. Untcr 
~rrtumsrofigIeit ber ®djrif± lJerftefjen Illir nadj iqren eigenen ~usfagen 
biejenige <tigenf djaf±, fraft hJeldjer bie ®djrift "in allen iljren ;{'eHen 
unb ~orten unlJervriidjIidje ~aqrljeit ift", nidjt nur in allen tyragen ber 
.2eljre, fonbern audj "in gefdjidjtridjen, geograpqifdjen unb anbern na±iir~ 
fidjen SDingen,~oq. 10, 35" (lJgI. CONCORDIA THEOL. MONTHLY, II, 321. 
655), ober, rutc eine anberc SDefinition Iautet: "The act of inspiration 
or divine inbreathing was so performed that the Holy Ghost made use 
of the natural gifts, the acquired abilities, and whatever information 
in the field of human knowledge was in possession or the holy writers, 
in addition to giving them outright the revelation of the mysteries of 
salvation in such a manner that no error of any kind was included in 
the original documents (inerrancy), neither in the doctrines presented 
nor in the historical data nor in any other point of divine or human 
knowledge (geolog-y, geography, astronomy, psychology, pedagogy, 
biology, ete.)." (Proceedings of the Onta1-io D·isi1-ict. 1928, p.46.) SDie 
:;stttumslofigfeit ber ®djrift ift eine tyrage, bie qier lebigIidj 1J0m ®tanb~ 
punrt ber SDogmatif aus veljanbeU ruerben f orr; benn bas Sjereinilieqen 
qiftorifdjer tyragen (tyeljler ber ~6fdjreiver ufru.) fiUjrt leidjt au ciner 
~\ermif djung bon megriffen. 

SDie ®,~rift erruartet idjon bon ben eingefnen \rqrif±en, ban fie 
bleiven follen an ber lRebc \rqriiti, ~olj. 8, 31, unb ban fie bie @eifter 
priifen follen, 1 ~oq. 4, 1, ba fie fidj lJorfeqen follen 1J0r ben falfdjen 
~ropijeten, bie in ®djafsneibern au iqnen rommen, 5mattlj. 7, 15. mOll 
ben .2eqrcrn ber Sl!irdje unb 1J0n ®emeinben unb Sl!irdjengemeinfdjaften 
crtMdet bie ®djrift nodj meljr. SDer einileIne \rljrift mag i3urueHen in 
tytagen ber .2eqre in gehJiff en \l3unftcn nidjt ganil fIat f eqcn unb nidjt 
unilrueibeutig verennen, aber e i n e ~ i r dj eng em e i n f dj aft m un, 
8umaI in einem liffenHidjcl1 mefenn±nls, cine gana 
II a re un b b e 1t i m m t e @3 t e If u n g e inn e l) men. SDie ~ofaune 
mut einen beutridjen ;{'on geven. 1 Sl!or. 14, 8, unb alles ijffentridje 
.2eqren mUB gefdjeqen afs bas AaA8'v ..-it Aoyta rov {hoB, 1 \l3etr. 4, 1t. 
(ts biirfen nidjt ilruei miteinanber hJanbefn, ruenn fie nidjt eins unter~ 
cinrmber finb, ~mos 3, 3; benn bie lIl)riften, fonbedidj hie djriftridjen 
~eqrer, benen e£i mitiqrem merennini£i ein <trnft ift, loUen felt anein" 
anbcrlJaIten in e i n e m ® inn e u n bin ei n c rI e i WI e i nun g , 
1 Sl!or. 1. 10, bamit aUf biefe ~eife bie redj±e <tinigfeit im ®eift crqaHen 
ruirb, <tpq. 4, 3. <tine <tinigfeit ofjne innere <tinljeit, oqne cine tatfiidj~ 
fidje ftbereinitimmung in aUen ®iiicren ber geoffenvaden ~aqrlJeit, ift 
ein Unbing. <tine mervinbung lJon @emeinben ober ®~noben ober 
~irdjengemeinfdjafien auf unveftimmter ®runbIage forbert nidjt nur 
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nidjt bie merieibigung ber msaljrqeit, fonbetn fll:ingt immer meljr Un'" 
geiDil'lliei± in bie Sfirdje @otte~ Ijinein. 

)£lief c ::tatf adjen geljiiren au ben l"\'tbeIiDaljrljeiten eine~ iDuIjren 
Iutfjerifdjen ::tljeoIogen; fie finb fut iIjn fo efemcntar, baf3 er fie fur 
feIoftberftiinbHdj anfieqt. msie batum nid)t anber~ ilU ertuaden ift, 
finben fidj bicfe msaljrljeiten audj in ben iiffentrid)en ,8eugniffen ber 
2Imerifanifd)",Eutljerifd)en Sfircfje, in 2Iu~flJrad)en iljrer lJrominenteften 
Eeljrer nnb ::tljeologen iDie aud) in @5l)nobaIOefd)Iiiffcn. @reifen iDir nur 
einige biefer ,8e1tgniife ljerau£l. Eaut be£l @5l)nobaIberid)t£l ber fruljeren 
Dljiofl)nobe iDurbe tm ~aljre 1918 tm 2Infd)Iuf3 an ben ljSriifibiaIberid)t 
ber foIgenbe lBefd)Iuf3 gefaf3t: "Much as an organic Lutheran union is 
desired, we, in agreement with our worthy President, declare we can 
never enter into union with any Lutheran synod unZesswe agree in 
doctrine and practise, especially at this time, when the unionistic 
spirit is threatening to creep into our Lutheran Ohurch." (Report of 
1918, 121.) 

Um nun fofod auf ben fpeilififd)en llSunft ber ;;Srrtum§Iofigfeit bet 
@5cfjrif± i31l fommen, finDen tuit, bat bie Dljiofl)nobe ben lBefd)Iuf3 ber 
05ifenad)et merfammIuug bOll 1923 fut ulloeftimmt unD ullilureid)enD 
erfIiid. )£liefer lBefd)Iuf3 {autet: "The Lutheran World Oonvention 
acknowledges the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
as the only source and the infallible norm of all teaching and prac­
tise .... " )£laau tuurbe aUf bet 6t)nobalberfammlung bon 1924 bie 
lBemedung gemad)t: "Your delegates had already endeavored in com­
mittee to formulate this resolution in such a way that it should con­
tain the plain statement that Holy Scripture in all its parts is God's 
Word, inspired by the Holy Ghost; but they did not succeed. N evel'­
theless we voted for this resolution for two reasons, viz., 1) because, as 
far as it goes, it certainly also expresses the position of our synod, 
and 2) because we cannot chm·ge anyone with an implied or expressed 
denial of the inspiration of the Scriptures." (Report of 1924, 135 f.) 
)£ler lBefdjlnf3 ber @5t)twbe Iauid: "We express our agreement with the 
conclusions of our delegates to Eisenach." (P. 167.) Dljne ljier aUf bie 
l"\'mge eini\ugeljen. 00 biefcr ~efd)ruf3 unter ben Umftiinben meile roar. 
regiftrieren iDir fofod bie 2Iu~fiifjrungen bet Dfjiofl)nobe iioet bie @5tocl'~ 

fjoImcr ~onferen3 bon 1925. ;;Sm ljStiifibialoerid)t ~eif3t e£l barfrber: 
"Oertain events in connection with the last meeting of the Allgemeine 
Ev.-Luth. Konferenz, which was held in Oslo after the Stockholm 
Oonference, make it doubtful whether Lutheran consciousness will 
permit further participation in the Lutheran World Oonference, un­
less the Allgemeine K onferenz disavows the declaration of its ehair­
man [Archbishop Soederblom]''' (Report of 1926, 2 f.) 

)£ler ,<QoljelJulltt ber gonBen )£li£lfuHion in bet D~iofl)nDbc oetreff€l 
bet Eeljre bon ber ;;Sttium£lIofigfeit bet @5djrift iDurbe erreid)t in bem 
l80drage \T5riifc0 ~eins in S1'open~C!gen. 1929. )£let ganse erlie :::teiI 
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bief e~ lBotttags IieljanbeIt bie Eeljre bon ber ZSnfl'iration, unb wetall 
finben roit benfeIIien naten, Iieftimmten %on, bet mit bollet ftIietileU~ 
gungstteue feftljiirt an bet g an il en @ldjtift als bem itttumslofen 
®ottesroott. Um nur einige @liite anaufiiljten, fo fagte bet mebnet 
untet anberm: ,,)lliatum bief e @ltellung aUt @ldjrift? )llieH bem Eutljet~ 
tum bie ~emge @ldjrift i n i lj t e m g a n a e n U m fan g roie audj 
ina I len i lj ten % e i len bas bom ~emgen ®eift infl'itierte unb 
barum Iautete unb unttiigHdje ®ottesroort ift. @ldjrift unb ®ottesroort 
finb iijm ibentifdj. $Det ~emge ®eift ift iljm bet Utijeoet bet @ldjrift .... 
W a dj ZS n ij a I tun b iY 0 t m ljat bet ~emge ®eift ben ljeiIigen @ldjtei~ 
Iietn eingegeoen, roas fie gefdjtieoen ljaIien. II (lBgT. OONe. THEOL. 
MONTHLY, I, 341; "The Second Lutheran World Oonvention," 73.) 
)lliit ftimmen butdjaus bem ljoijen EoIi liei, bas D. iY. ~iel'et bem mefe~ 
tenten in bem etroiiljnten )l{ttifel ilolIt. 

lBetgleidjen roit biefe )l{usfl'tadjen aus bet ftiiljeten ()ljiof~nobe ilU~ 
niidjft mit einigen 2eugnifJen aus bet ftiiljeten ZSoroaft)nobe. )l{uf bet 
etften Eutijerifdjen )lliertfonfetenil au <§ifenadj (19.-26. )l{uguft 1923) 
filljtte D. meu aus: "The third point which I would stress to-day is 
our attitude toward Scripture, as this is expressly stated in the Oon­
fessions of our Ohurch and as it is presupposed by the way Scripture 
is employed in the Oonfessions. In the introduction to the Formula 
of Ooncord stands the great word that the Holy Scriptures are the 
pure fountain of Israel, that we have in them the purest sources, 
purissimi et limpidissimi fontes, of divine saving truth. If Scripture 
is the source and therefore the norm and standard of saving truth, 
then it is presupposed that it has originated under a peculiar in:fI.uence 
of God. The fact of inspiration therefore belongs to the confessions 
which must be the foundation of the truly Lutheran Ohurch. . . . 
I may appear to be old-fashioned if I adhere to the threefold basis 
of inspiration: the impulsus ad scribendum, the suggestio rerum, and 
the suggestio ve1'borum (the impulse to write, the suggestion of the 
facts and of the words) .... The Holy Scriptures are for me in their 
totality the authoritative, sufficient, absolutely dependable, sure, and 
vital presentation of the l'evelation of God once given for our salva­
tion as they were formed through a peculiar operation of the Holy 
Spirit upon the writers. And this fact, I repeat it, belongs to the 
content of the confessions which are the foundation of the true Lu­
theran Ohurch. It is in my opinion the duty of the Lutheran Ohurch 
in particular inwardly to master this fact and to make it help to clear 
the thought of our time." (The Luthemn W01'ld Oonvention of 
Eisenach, 89.) 

Weijmen roit ljiet fofort ljinilu, roas bie ZSoroaf~nobe im ZSaljte 1928 
als iijt mefenntnis butdj fotmellen mefdjlun angenommen ljat: ,,$Die 
@ldjrift iff im bollen unb eigentlidjen @linn bes )lliortes ® 0 t t e s ~ 0 t t 
nadj ZSnljaIt unb iYotm. @lie ift bies in allen iijten %eilen, !lnb es liint 
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lidJ nidjt illDifdjen inlpitieriem unb nidj±infpitieriem ~nqart, attJifdJen 
gi:i±tlidjen unb menfdjfidJen ~eftanbtdren, attJifdjen ®ottei.l~ unb Wlen~ 
fdjentDort un±etfdjeiben. Wlit bct ®eiDif3ljeit bet ®ottIidJfcit ber SJeiIigen 
®dJtift ift audJ bie ®ettJif3fjcit iljter ~ntum§IofigIei± Gelett. Wlit biefem 
mdenntnii.l aur ~1:1:tumi.lrofigfeit ber uni.l bodiegenben ~iber fdJHef3en 
ttJit nidjt au§, ba13 ficfj in berfelben 2IbfdJteibefeljler, ~e~tberfdJieben~ 

lJeiten, 2Iu§Iaffungen obet Ueine BUfiite finben obet ®teIIen, bie nni.l alil; 
~iberipriidje obet Unltimmigfeiten crfdJeinen, bie aber ba§ ®Iaubeni.l~ 
unb &,?eiIi.lintereffe nidjt beriilJrcn. U (Bit. in D. &)eini.l lHebe au ~open~ 
lJagen, 192\).) ~ir ljii±ten aUerbingi.l ben Ietten ®at lieber ali.l l:iIo13e 
2Inmnhtng gefefjen, ba er bOtlmettifdJe unb te~thitifdJe 5'tagen aufam~ 
rncnttJirji unb batum 8ur ®djttJiidJung ber EefjrfteUung fiiljrcn fann. 
~m tibrigen ttJirb fidJ aber jeber IutlJerif dje 5tljeolog tiber bief e 2Iu§~ 
lpmdje nur freucn ronnen. 

@i.l ift alfo an Dem, ttJie oben gefagt, bat ttJir BeuAniffe bon 5'iiljrern 
unb llelJtern in ber 2Imetifanif dj~llutfjerifdjen Stirdje fjabcn, bie gano 
fIat unb beftimmt bie ~afjrljcit bei.l ~ortei.l ®o±±ei.l bcrireten. ®etabe 
bei.llJetlb etbcr i[t ei.l notig, bat luir genau aUf ben (}lang ber ~erlJanb~ 
lungen ad)ten, bie ber ~ereinigung bet brei ®~noben ((lI)io, ~ottJa, muf~ 
falo) botaui.lgingen. SJier finben fidj nun aUerbingi.l dnigc bebenfIidje 
~orfommniffe unb ~efdjIiiffe, bie baau angetan linb, unfere ~reube tiber 
bie oben angefiilJrten Beugniffe etinai.l fjerabauftimlllen. ~ir Iefen niim~ 
Iidj in bem ®iJnobalberidjt ber DlJiof~nobe bon 1926 (6. 246 ff.): 
"Your Oommittee expected that it would only need to report to your 
honorable body this constitution and the unanimity Iyhich prevailed 
in the ,Joint Oommission in order to insure a unanimous and enthu­
siastic vote for the union; but your Oommittee was informed that the 
honorable Synod of Iowa at its meeting last week, by an overwhelming 
majority, adopted the resolution of uniting the three bodies on the 
basis of the proposed constitution, with the distinct pTOvision, how­
ever, that several important changes be made in the proposed constitu­
tion and appended recommendations. One was the demand that 
Art. Sec. 1, reading: 'The Synod accepts aU the canonical books 
of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired and inerrant Vvord 
of God and the inerrant and only source, norm, and guide of faith and 
Efe' be changed to read: '. . . as the inspired Word of God and the 
inerrant .... ' As to this change the Rev. E. Rausch, the official dele­
gate of the honorable Iowa Synod, gave the following personal ex­
planation: -

" 'I. Iowa has not, and does not intend to, change its confessional 
position, but stands four-square on the Toledo Theses. 

" 'II. Art. II, Sec. 1: The Word of God as inspired of God is in­
errant in each and every statement, and the canonical books as we 
have them now, even if errors not pertaining to my salvation could be 
shown, are nevertheless the inspired and inerrant Word of God, the 
only and all-sufficient source and norm in all matters of faith and 
conduct. 
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"'III. The transposition of the word "inerrant" in the formula­
tion proposed by Iowa has been made only to preclude a misunder·· 
standing of, and applying to, the books of the Bible in their present 
form what can only be said of the books of the Bible as inspired by 
the Holy Spirit and written by the holy men of God.' " 

Wean fonnte fjiel: nun jofort fragen: ®enligt bie untel: ~a1:a~ 

gtaplj III gegelJene @dliirung sur j8erteibigltng ber ronbitionellen 9lebe", 
tueile '{ jilloillt mifef)t man fjiftorifef)e ober ifago[jifef)e \yragen in bog'" 
matifef)e ljinein? ~oef) fjoren tuir tueitcr, 111ie bie lBerqanbfungen fief) 
gejtartden. 

::Da£! Pa-stor's -.Monthly (8ljiofj.)nobe) tom 8ftober 1926 lef)rielJ 
bon biefer lBebingung: "The one concerns the new synod's 'Oonfession 
of Faith.' The first section of this confession, as adopted and recom­
mended by the Joint Merger Oommission, reads: 'The Synod accepts 
all the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired 
and inerrant Word of God and the only source, norm, and guide of 
faith and life.' The Iowa Synod asks that this be changed so as to 
read: 'The Synod accepts all the canonical books of the Old and New 
Testaments a-s the inspired Word of God AND the inerrant and only 
source, norm, and guide, of faith and life." ::Dailu lJemedt ba£! Pa-stor's 
Monthly tuetter: "The change is not great. The statement suggested 
by the Iowa Synod is not unacceptable. But, whether you will or not, 
the question immediately arises, 'Why this change l' Up to the close 
of the convention no official statement of its reasons for requiring this 
change had been received from the Iowa Synod, although it had, in 
response to a request on our part, sent an official representative to our 
convention in the person of the Rev. Emil Rausch. Noone will be 
surprised to learn that the feeling prevalent in our circles was nothing 
short of consternation at the turn events had been given. What the 
result will be remains to be seen. The convention resolved to con­
tinue our Synod's representation on the Joint Merger Oommission, 
with instructions that it make every effort to arrive at an adjustment 
which will satisfy all the bodies concerned. One thing is certain­
the effecting of the proposed organic union is not so neal' as we had 
hoped." 

!lliu§!i fjiel: aoer nief)± nm bern ®ef)rcilJer ber 8fjiof!Jnobe, f onbern 
aud} anbern fo riitfeIfjaf± erfef)ien, finbet feine @dfiirung in einem 
2trtifeI aus bcr jyeber D. m. 9leus in ber iO!1Jafef)cn "SfirdjIidjen 3eit~ 
fdirift" born 2(uguft 1926. ~n einel: WoqanllIung lilJer bie @igenar± ber 
tlmerUanifef)~rutljerifdjen Sfiref)e unb 5tljeologie fomm± ber j8erfaffer audj 
aUf bie ®tellung our ~emgen ®ef)rif± ou lprcef)en unb fagt: ,,@£! fjanbeIt 
lid) urn bie \yragc nadj ber ~rrtum£!rofigreit ber ~eiIigen @3ef)riff in ben 
::Dingen, bie fief) nief)± aUf bie ~eiI£!tuafjrljeit, aUf btl£! ef)riftIief)e @IaulJen 
unb Eeben, lJc3iefjen. ::Da fef)einen bie einen au betonen, bie ~rrtum£!'" 
Iofigfei± ber ®ef)rif± liesiefje fief) blot auf alles, tuas aur ~eil£!tuafjrfjeit 
geljiiti, unb barum bon bornfjerein mit bet ~ttiilmHdjfei± ber ®djdft in 
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ben anbern SDingen aHi mit einer IDCogHdjl'eit ober gar 2Ba~rldjeinIidjteit 
au redjnen. ;tlen aroeiten bafjegen lte~t bie bi.HIige :;Srrtum§lofigfeit ber 
6d)rif± bon tJorn~erein fejt, f 0 bat fie feine ~irdjengemeinfdjaf± mit 
benen oU ~arten geroiIIt finb, tlJddje in biefen untergeorbneten ;tlingen 
~ier ober bort mit ber :;srrtiullIidjfeit ber 6djrifi tcdjnen ober Diefe in 
bicfem ober jenem (§ini3e1faII oe~aupten. SElie britten bagegen roeifen e§ 
mit ben ilroeiten af§ bedefjrt unb gefii~tridj ao, eine ~~eorie anfilufteIlen, 
bie mit ber {Je~If amrcit ber 6djrift redjnct; i~nen f eIDer f±e~t bie ao~ 
Jolu±e :;Srrium§lofigfeit, fei ciE in ber ljeutigen @eftart ber 6djrift, fei eiE 
roenlgjtcn§ in bet utfpriingIidjen 91ieberfdjrif± berfcIbcn, feft; a 0 e r fie 
fin b n i dj ± 9 e ro iII t, mit be man b er 11, bei: nadjroei§Iidj in 
aITelll unb jebem, roa§ bie 6djrift lioer ®lauoen unb 52e6en biref± ober 
inbireft fag±, @otie§ unfefjIfJare§ 2Bort edennt unb fidj mit 6el6ftber~ 
f±iinbIidjfeit bamnier ueugt, bar u m b i e fir dj I i dj e @ em e i n ~ 
f dj aft aUf a u ~ e ben, roeiI er im @.;inaeIfaIT aUf bem @euiet bes 
fraglo£i nidjt aum &jeil @c!jorigcn mit ber :;srrtfrmIidjl'cH ber 6djrift 
redjnet." (6.705.) 

(§§ iDirb bann im folgcnben IDeiter au£igcfii'fJrt, baB tidj nud) ber 
6±eIfung ber erftenroeber au£i @aL 3, 16 nodj aUiE\5ol). 10,35 nodj au§ 
2 ~im. 3, 16 cine a6folute :;srrtum£ilofigfeit ber 6djrift 6eroeifen laffe 
unb baf3 audj 52utljer immer nur Die :;srrtum£ilofigfeit ber 6djrift in 
52eljrfadjen oetone. ltJielDo~r er freHid) teine :;srrtiimer in untcrgeorbne±en 
SElingen anne!jme. SElann !jeiBt e£i auf 6eUe 707 roeiter: "SEla§ ift genau 
bie 6tefIung ber britten. 2BeiI fie aber augeucn munen, baf3 ber lBelueiiE 
filr bie aUfolute :;srrtum£ilofigrcit bet 6djrift au§ ,;so!j. to, 35 unb 25rim. 
3, 16 aIIerbing§ feine£imegiE 3roingenb ift ['?J, batum finb fie nidj± gc~ 

hliIIt, bem bie ~irdjengemeinfdjaft aUfilufagcn, ber in foldjen unb iifjn~ 
lidjen {Jiirren bon ber IDCogIidjfeit ober 5ratfiidjIidjfeit eine§ :;Srrtum£i 
rebet. " 

(§§ fei fjier fofort oemerIt, baB bie l)ier bargelegte ~nna~me bon 
52u±~er§ 6teIIung aut 6djrift fdjon roieberl)ort iluriicfgeivlcfen roorben ift, 
Ilefonber£i be§ljalb, roeiI ber 6cf)fuB bon 52ut~eriE un6cfangener 5re1;tfritif 
auiE aUf f cine 6teIfung bur :;srrtum£ilofigfeit nidjt ftidjl)llltig ift. 9l5a§ 
'nun alJcr bie %lu£ifii!jtungen in Do !ReuB ~rttfel im allgemeinrn an~ 
Tangt, in bem, lDte 10 oft in iiljnfiCf)en 2XttifcIn, audj tye~rex bet ~o~ 
fdjreioer ufro. ~ineingeaogen roerben, roa£i in biefem 2ufammenljangc 
nicf)t gerobe ber ~lar~eit bicnt, f 0 ltJixb auer bod) audj mit au£ibriicr~ 
Iidjen 2Bortcn auf bie urfprCmgIiCf)e 91ieberfd)rif± ber '!Bi6er !jingeroiefeTI 
unb gefngt, baB bie britten nidjt neroiIIt finb, benen, bie mit ber :;sn:~ 

tiimlidjreit ber 6djrift in 10Icl)en {Jragen, bie nidjt oum &jeiI ge!joren, 
recf)ncn, bie ~irdjengemeinfdjaft oU berfagen, ltJierooljI fie feTher per~ 
fiinIidj bie bollige :;Srrtum£ilofigfeit befennen. 

SElamit ift aber fdjon mit ein &jaup±punft angegeuen, ber in ber 
ganaen ;tli§mHion f djarf im ~uge oeljarten roerben mUB: :;s ft b i e a 0 ,. 
folutc .:;SrrtumiillofinfeH ber ganaen 6djrift, inH. 
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bet :iteiIc, bie nidji unmitieIbar bas 8)eif in ~ijtifto 
uub bas l8crfjiHini§ bes IDCenfdjen 3U ®oti betreffen, 
in ifjrer urfpriinglidjen Borm eine Wiaubenslefjte, 
um berenitniIlen man benen, bie fie Ieugnen, bie 
~itcljengemeinfdjaft berlneigetn mUf3? 

;;Diefes 58cbcnfen fpridj± fidj in ben oben angefiilJrten ~u§fiil)rungerr 
auB bem Pastor's )J!Ionthly aus, unD Dicfe ~ebenfen tnaren fdjtner~ 

tniegenb genug, baf3 fie bie geplanic ~ereinigung ber brei in 58etracljt 
fommenben @St)noben lJerilogerten.Ilies gefj± unier anberm fjerbor aU0 
bem 5Seridj± bet Joint :M:el'gel' Oommission bom ~uIi 1928.';5n biefem 
~eridjt fjeif3± £0 niimIiclj: ,,:3) ie Bragc nndj ber praftii djen ~onf equeni\ 
Diefer @Sierrung 3ur @Scljrif±, ob niimliclj .ll'irdjengemeinfcljafi audj foldjen 
3U berfagen fei ober nidjt, tneldje ficlj auf bas ~etenntni§ ber ~h:dje 
fierren unb nadjtnei§Iidj in arrem unb jebem, 111a§ bireft ober inbiref± i\um 
@IauIJen unb 52eben geijort, bie @Sdjrif± aIs bie irrtull10Iofe Duerre unb 
~l(orm betraclj±en Hnb fidj mit @SeIbf±bcrftiinbIidjfeit ifjr unterlnerfen, im 
@:ini\elfarr aber aUf bem @ebie± beB nidjt 3um ®Iauben unb 52ebcn ®e~ 
ijorigen annoclj meinen, einen ~rr±um anneI)men au miiffen, emlJfefjlcr. 
tnil: ilum ®egenftanb tneiterer ~erljanbfungen 3111ifcljen beiben @St)noben 
auf ®runb beB 215orte§ @otieB au madjen." (@St)nobcdberidjt bon 1928, 
@S. 180.) 

;;Die ~erijanblungen tnurben bann audj fortgefe~±, unb eine 2eit~ 
lang fcljien e§, aI§ loUten bie Dfjioer mit iijrem en±fdjiebenen 5Sefenntni§ 
burcljbringen. ;'DaB Pa..~tor' s Monthly bradjte in ber Bolgeaeit etIiclje 
treffliclje ~uBfiifjrungen iiber bie @Sadje. ~udj in ben ~erijanblungen 
mit ~otna iiber ben 5Sefcnn±ni§lJa:t:agrap~en Iegtcn bie ~ertretet ber 
Dijioft)nobe ein gutes 2eugni§ abo ~~re @:dliirung Iautet: ,,;;Die ~er~ 
fre±et ber ~rrgemeinen @:b.~2utfj. @St)nobe bon D~io u. a. @St. ijaben hie 
bon ben ~er±tC±ern ber ~fjrjn. @St)nobe bon ~otna bei ber ~erfammlung 
ber Joint Oommission borgeIegte ~nttnor± beB ~uBfdjuffeB ber ~fjrtn. 

~otnafi)nobe aUf bie Brage, tneBijalfJ biefelbe eine unherung beB borge~ 
fcljlagenen 5Sefenntnisparagrapfjen tniinfdji, f orgfiiItig gepriift. 

,,1. @Sic finhen boITige ftbereinfthnmung atnifcljen ben ~ettretern 
beiber @St)noben in ben foigenben auB ~unft 2 ber 21n±tnort beB 21us~ 
fdjuffe§ genommenen unD bon ber Joint Oommission angenommenen 
@Sii~en: ,215ir ftimmen batin iiberein, baf3 bie ur]lJriinglidje illieberfcljrift 
ber ijeiIigen @Scljriften in arren ~unften irrtumBloB ge1l1efen ift. 215ir 
berliergen unB nicljt, bat bief er ftfJeraeugung mancljerIei @Sdjtnierigfeiten 
gegeniifJerftefjen, giauben aber, baf3 bicfelben fidj bei ±teuer 21rbeit unter 
gottricljer 2eitung enttnebcr je~t ober fpiiter [of en il1erben unb jebenfarr§ 
ba, tno fie fidj in bief er ,Beit nicljt f oUten rof en Iaff en, baB s;,'>en§~ unb 
®faulJen§intereff e nidjt beriiijren.' 

,,2. Um fo mefjr bebauern lie, fagen ilU miiffen, baf3 fie bie bom 
~uBfdjuf3 ber ~fjttn. ~ojDafLJnobe fiir bie bon berfeIben borgefcljlagene 
unberung be§ ~denntniB\Jaragra\Jijen angefii~rten ®riinbe nidjt alB ge>' 
niigenb anedennen fOnnen. 



,,3. ;0a13 fie meien, barauf liefte~en au muffen, ba13 ba5 ~ort 'in­
errant' ba fte~enoreilie, roo e5 in ber bon ber Joint Oommission ange~ 
nommenen )Borrage f±e~i, ~a± feinen ®runb einaig ltnb affein in i~rcr 
ftoeraeugung, bie nelt3uliilbenbe @Sl:)nobe foffe unb miiffe ein friiftigCB 
unb unmi13bcrftiinbIidjeB ;Beugni5 aolegen gegenulier bem ~.nobcrni§mu§ 
unb ber f ogenannicn mobemen lJofitiben ~~eologie. 

,,4. @Sic finbcn cinen unbereinoaren ~iberflJrudj i\lvifd)en ber bon 
bem 2ru5fd]u\3 ber ~~rID. :;5oroafl:)nobe in ~unf± 2 i~rcr 2rniluort oefann~ 
ten @Steffung 3ur ~eihgcn €djrift unb ber in ~unf± 3 aU§Gefprodjencn 
2rnfid]i, fo1(ljcn bie Shrdjcngcmeinfdjaft nid]t berfagcn oU burfen, ,bic in 
ben nidjt aUll! ®rauoen unb 2coen gefjorigen ;0ingen cincn :;5rrium aud] 
in ber erf±en Wicberfdjrif± (ber fjeiIigen @Sdjrif±en) meincn anneljmcn 5U 
muff en'. 

,,5. ;0a ifjnen bie Umfetung b.e5 ~orte§ 'inerrant' unier gegen~ 
roiirtigen Umftanben ein ~rei5gcoen ber ~afjrfjeit oU fein fd]eini unb 
fie beBfjaIfJ i~re ;Buftimmung nidjt baclu geoen riinnen, fo ~itten fie fjier~ 
mit bie ~ruber bon ber @fjrro. :;5oroail:Jnobe, bief cloe au erfud]en, ben bon 
iJ.jr gefa\3ten fBef d]1u13 oeaugIidj ber ~'[nberung be5 fBdenntni5lJara~ 
grapljen nod] einma1 ernftIid] su eril1iigen." (ilJWgetciIt im ~oroa~ 
@Sl:)nobaIlJerid]t bon 1928, @S. 180 f.) 

fBei ben @Sii?ungen ber 2fIfgemeinen €t)nobe bon'Joroa i.\U ~aberlt) 
bom 12. OiB oum 17 .. 'Jufi 1928 rourbe bann aud] ben )BerljanbIungen 
uoer biefc tyrage bieI ;Beit geluibme±, unb bieI mufje rourbe barauf ber~ 
roanbt. Unb roenn 11ll1n bie gefaflten fBefdjIilffe nm olierfIiidjlidj burd]~ 
fiefj± unb fie nidji im 2idjte ber ;Beitgefd]id]ie oetrad]tet, 10 gclvinnt man 
ben ~inbrucf, aI§ ~aoc [lfjio ill biefer @Sad]e einen entfd]cibenben @Sieg 
errungen. 'Bic BIDette, bon [lfjio mit 9ted]t oeanftanbete lJorm luurbe 
failengeIaffen unb ein fBefcnntniB aur ganaen ~eiIigen ®d]rif± (tl$ bem 
irdum5Iofen @ottC0roOrt angenommen, afferbingB mit einer fcfjr 
fd]road]en maioritat. ;0a5 fBel'ennini§ 3ur @Sd]rift Iautet: 

,,1. ;0ie @Sl:)nobe fJefenni fjeute roie affeaeit bie aUe Iutfjerifd]e 
2efjre bon ber ~nflJiration unb ~rrtum5Iofigfeit ber fBioe!, roie biefe 
2efjre roieberfjort in ifjren @Sd]riften barge!egi roorben ift. 

,,2. 2II5 cine furae, nare unb unmi13berfiiinbIid]e ;Bufammenfaffung 
berie!oen etgne± fie fid] bie ~orte D. @Siegmunb tyritfd]eI5 an: 

",a. ;0ie @Sd]rif± ift im boffen unb eigentIid]en @Sinne be5 ~odeB 
®oite5 ~od nad] ~nfjart unb tyorm. 

",b. @Sie iff bie5 in affen ifjren ~eiIen, unb C5 Iaflt fid] nid]t i.\roifd]cn 
inflJiriertem unb nidjtinfpiriertem ~ttfjart, i.\roifdjen gottridjen unb 
menfd]Hd]en fBciianbieiIcn, illuifd]en ®otte5~ unb ~)1enfdjenll1ort unter~ 
fd]eiben. 

",c. Wlit ber @eIDi13fjcii ber ®ottrid]feit ber ~eiIigen €d]rif± ift aud] 
bie ®eroi13fjeit ber :;5rrtumBlojig£ett gefe:1;l±.' 

,,3. mit biefem fBdcnnini5 sur ~rrtumBIofigrcit ber un§ borfienm~ 
ben fBioe! fdjHe\3en tvir nicljt (tU5, ba\3 fid] in berfeIlien 2rofdjreifJefeljler, 
%e6tberfd]iebenfjeitcn, \.lluBlaifungen ober netne ;Bufiii?e Tinben ober 
@Steffen, roeIdje un B alB ~iberflJrud]e ober Unftimmigrei±cn ert d]einen, 
bie aoer ba5 ®rauoen5~ unb s;:>eiIBiniereffe nid]t fJerufjren." (@St)n.~fBer.. 
1928, @S. 295.) 
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::Da§ ift, roie uven oemedt, ein fjerdicfje§ Q)efennini§, bem roit 
unfere 2fnedennung nicfjt berfagen fonnen. linb bocfj fonnen 11111: nicfjt 
umfjin, ~ier geroiffe Q)ebenfen au iiullern. ::Diefe Q)ebenfcn tunben 
niimlicfj, gano alJgefe~en bon irgenbroeIcljen frii~eren ~if±orifcljen 5tat~ 
iacfjen, angeregt burcfj bie 2fu§fii~l:Ungen bet ~oroaf~nobe fefoft. @§ 
~eij3t niimIiclj in bemfelven S~nobalvericfjt (1928, S. 183): ,,2fu§ ber 
moIIinf\:)iration ber Q)ibeI foIgt fiir un§ bie biiIIige ~rrtum§Iofigfeit ber~ 
jeIoen. 5DalJei ift e§ au§gemacljte Sacfje unb mUll e§ vIdoen, b a f3 
feinem ber bogmatifcfje ~eg borgefcljrieoen tUlrb, 
auf bem er own @Iauben an bie lloIIigc;srrtum§Iofigreit ber Scljrif± 
gc!angt." linb ebenfo ~ci\3± e§ auf bet niicfjf±en Seite: ,,@§ il± bie§ ei n 
@ I a u ben § f cfj ( u 13, aU bem roit burrfj uni ere ftberaeugung bon ber 
moIIinfjJiration ber Q)iDel geIangen. U ~erner:" So roiirbe bie ~rage 
fcfjIie\3Hclj au einer e;t; e g e ± i f clj e n ~ rag e. Sie fjJi~±e ficfj barauf 
au: ~orber± @otte§ ~or± filr. ficlj feIvft bie boll,tctnbige ;;Srrtum§Iojigreit 
in aUen fogenannten 9Cebenbingen? U 

~n biefen nnb anbern \!:lu\3erungcn luirb bie ~rttul11§rofigfeit ber 
Q)iDef nicljt aIs Harc Scfjriftlefjrc, fonbern ar;:; ~orgel:Ung, @Iauben§" 
fcljluj3, ia a[§ e:r;cgetifcfjc ~rage ~ingefterrt, aIfo gans offenbar ar;:; ,,±geo~ 

Iogifclje Wleinung". @dliirt biefer limftanb bie 5ta±facfje, baj3 man ba§ 
~ort "inerrant" nicfjt in ber eigcntIicfjcn S'eonftitution fjaben rooUte '? 
::Der S~nobalbericfjt vemerft au§briicHiclj: ,,\j'Srof. lReu, ber biefcm Q)c~ 

fcljlu\3 aule~t, roenn auclj nur bebingung§roeife, augeftimmt !)atie, na~m 
!)crnacfj biefe BUf±immung roieber 8uriicr, roeil i~m, obroo~r i~m ferver 
bie erfte 9Cieberfcljrif± irrtnm§Io§ ift, bie1er Q)efcfjluj3 unron1tttuttonell et" 
fcljien, facfjHclj aller uuHar fei 1mb melir sum Q)efenntni§ crljebe, aI§ 
basu erfjo6en roerben foUte." ~af± untuiUfiidicfj fomm± bem unvefange" 
nen 2ef er bie ~rage: ~ar ficfj bie SL)nobe berouj3t, um roa§ e§ licfj 
~anbeIte? Bergt nicfjt fcfjon bie 2foftimmung iiber bie ~rage, ban bie 
SteUung unHar unb inronfcCfuent ift? @§ ~ii±ten bocfj geroi\3 nicfjt 10 
biele ::Delega±cn bagcgen geftimmt, l11enn fie bie i'tberacugung gelJaDt 
ljiitien, ba\3 e§ jiclj Ul11 cine flare ScfjrifHefjrc !)anbeH. 

jillie rourbe mm aber bie SjJannung, bie aroifcljen ()!)io unb ;;Soroa 
in bie1er 3'rage lJeftanb, fcljfief3Iiclj gelof!? ~m Sl)uobaIlJericfjt ber ()liio~ 
ft)ilObe bon 1928 (S. 227 T.) lil'if3± e§: "1. We are glad to :find that the 
declarations of the honorable Iowa Synod concerning its attitude 
toward the Scriptures, as adopted at its convention at Waverly, co/'­
rectly expresses OUT position on theinspi1'llfion and the inermncy of 
the Holy Scriptgres . ... 2. We believe that Article II, Section 1, of 
the proposed constitution as adopted by the Joint Merger Oommission 
is the best available summary of these declarations for use in a synod­
ical consti tu tion." 

jilla§ roar alfo gefcfje~en? S)a± bie ()~iof~nobe ben Q)efcfjIuB bet 
~oroafl)nobe bon 1928 ag cine @rWhung unb Burecfjtftcllung bcr 
ftii~eren ~Iu§fjJrad)en angenommen? S)at man bie @!;egefe ber Q)c<' 
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1 djIitff e bon 1928 einfadj ignoriert? ~f± bie @jntfernung be~ jffiortes 
"inerrant" au~ bem ~or.pu~ ber ~onftitution ein ololle~ ~faiben~? 

jffiaren bie nnioni3ber~anblungen fdjIiellHdj gefdjeitert, 11Jcnn bai3 me~ 
fenn±nii3 am ~rrtull1i3Iofigf(it ber @ldjrift nidj± lDcnigfteni3 in etnem ~11" 
fjangc fjinaugcfugt ilJorbcn ilJare? @j~ cneg± lDieberum )8cbcnren, baB 
feIoy± nadj i'Cnnafjme bet befinitiben !l3Iattform bon ioroafdjer @leite bicfer 
~nfjang tlJicbcr aIi3 ein "tl)cologifdjer @la~" erfIart trurbc, ber fur ein 
eigenmdje~ @It)llObalbefcnninii3 ungeeignet fei. stJaiS ,,~irdjenoratt" bom 
1. ~ebruar 1D30 bcridjtet namIidj uber ba~ enbgurtige ~)kfuHat ber mer" 
fjanblungen, l1Jie foInt: 

,,~n ber ~rage be", )8efenn±ni~paragrapfjen lDurbe cine twIle mer" 
f±anbigung eraier±. stJem jffiunfdje unferer @It)nobe, an @ltelle ber in 
stJuouque 1929 angenommenen au",fufjrIidjen ~orm eine einfadjere au 
feten, lDurbe gelDafjrIeif±et. 'wean berf±anb, ban jene au~fiifjrIidje ~orm 
mefjr b i e ~ r± e in e r t fj e 0 r 0 9 i.f dj e n ;it fj e f e fj a ± aI~ bie einer 
fdjIidjten ~u~fage, in ber mann, 'mcib unb ~inb in unfern ®emeinben 
ifjren @Iauoen befennen. stJenn ba", )Sefenntni", ber @It)nobe ift nidj± bai3 
)sefenn±ni~ ifjrer !l3aftoren unb !l3rofefioren aUein, lonbern ba~ )sefenn±~ 
ni~ aller ifjrer @Iieber, bon benen man bil' fcinen tfjeologifdjen Unter~ 
fdjeibungen nidjt erlDarten fann. i'lber lDafjrcnb man fiifjrte, baB e", 
genug lei, bon ber miber, bie fidj in ben ~anben llei3 djril±Iidjen mone~ 
lDie aUf unfern ,~an3ern 1mb I!ntaren o efinbet, in fdjIidjter unb ernfter 
~eife aU~3ufagen, ban fie ba~ bom @eif±e @lottes infpirierte \find 
@lotte~ unb bie cinaige unfef)Ibare mege! unb midjtfdjnllr djriftridjen 
®!auben~ unb 2e6clli3 ift, ~iert man e~ bodj fur notlDenbig, jene all~~ 
fii~didje ~orm af", fdjui2cnbe mallregel gegen miigIidje falfdje stJeu" 
tungen bofumentarifdj feit3uIegen." 

'Unb bann foIgt cine tDeitere ®dIarung ber @ladjlage im "Sfirdjen~ 
olatt" bom 1. mara 1930: 

"stJer )Sefenn±ni~pamgmpfj erf djeint in f 0 lIarer unb einfadjer 
~ornl, ban man feine ~reube bamn fjaben tann: stJie @It)nobe nimm± 
bie ranonifdjen )Siidjer bc~ ~rten unb ~euen ;iteftaments a!~ ba~ in~ 
fpirierte jffiod ®otte~ unb bie ein3ige unfefjIbare mege! in allen @ladjen 
be~ @lIauben~ unb .2eoen~ an. . .. )Seigefiigt ift in ~Iammern: @liefje 
ben ~nfjang. ~m ~n~ang fte~t bann: ,stJas ~orgenbe foll bie malmeo", 
Iidje ~u~regung bon ~rtifef II, @lel'tion 1 biefer ~onftitution fein.' Unb 
nun foIg± jener lang ere unb ausfufjrIidjere )sefenntni~pamgmpfj, ben 
unfere @It)nobe aUf i~rer Ie~ten merfamntlung nidjt meinte niIligen au 
fiinnen, eoen l1JeiI er nfdjt fIar unb burdjfidj±ig genug !1Jare." 

stJiefe @jrHarung l1mdjt bie ganae @ladjlage aiemfidj unUar. IDluB 
ber rmae, Hare @lai2 in ber ~onftitution burdj cine liinncre ~u~fiifjrung 
im I!Infjang beridjtigt lDcrben'? ~ft ber ~n~ang ein gelDiifenbcrbinbenber 
)SeftanbteiI be~ @ll)nobaIbdenntnil1ci3, ober ift er e", nidj±? ~ein jffiunbcr, 
baB ber ~iirbIidje stJiftriH ber ~olDafLJnobe (Iaut uC~ ,,~irdjenbIa±±e~u 

bom 19. ~ufi 1930) befdjIo13: "stJa ber ~ppenbi6 bet DorIiiufigen ~on~ 
fHtution be~ nellen ~iirper~ iiberfIuffig erfdjeint - benn ber ~efennt" 
ni~pamgm.pfj itt Uar unb berf±anbIidj -, feten unfere stJeIegaten an~ 
gelDiefen, bamuf fjinauaroeiten, ball er geftridjen lDerbe. U 
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Unb boel} ift sronf±i±ution mit ~ppenbi6 angenommen bJorben.1) 
~a fommen uni3 unbJilIfiirHel} manel}erfei tyragen in ben ®inn. 2Ear 
bie ®ael}e filr bic enbgiirtige ~kreinigung im ~uguf± 1930 f el}on bJirfIiel} 
retf? &Jcdtc bie C~ioflJnobe bJidfiel} bie fef±e lJveraeugung, bat ber ~e~ 
f cljlut bct';5ObJaftmobe bon 1928 bJidfiel} aile frii~etcn Unnar~eiten unb 
2tDcibeutigreiten bCi3abouiert? 2Eat man fic~ gana Har in bet ~uf~ 
fnflung bet Be~rc bon bet ~rrtumi3rofigfcii bet ®el}tif±? 2Eat bJidfiel} 
bai3 Q5erf±iinbnis gana ailgemein unb unillveibeutig, bat bie ~trtums~ 
Iofigfeit bet Scljtif± liel} niel}± nut aUf aUe ~unf±c bet 2e~te, fonbern auf 
aHe 2htsfagen ber @5el}rif± vei3ie~±? 2Ear mnn ficlj einig in bem Q5et~ 
f±iinbnii3, bat hie 2efjte bon bet ~rrtumi3rofigfcit bet @5el}tif± alit teel}ten 
~inigfeit ber sritel}e unvebingt noibJenbig ift? &Jat man aUetfeits ve~ 
bael}t, ban bie fonf equcn±e ®±eHung in bief et tytage notbJenbigetbJeif e 
3um ~ruel}e mit ber ~ilgemeinen (Eb.~2utlj. sronfetena unb aUt ®el}ci~ 

bung bon anbern srirel}cnfi.itpern, auel} folel}en mit Iutljetifel}em ~dennt~ 
nii3, filljten mutte? 

~Ue bicfe tyragcn fi.innen auel} in abJei llSunfte i3ufammcngefat± 
hJetben: 

1. ~ft bie ~trtltmi3Iofigfeit bet ®el}rif± tvitUidj 
£I at e ® dj ti fU e lj r e (unb nidj± cine vIote ±~eologifc~e ober bog~ 
matifdjc ®cl)Iutfofgerung)? 

2. ~f± fie Sc~riftre~re unb bJirb baB s~kfenntnis bet \llmerifanifel}~ 
ButIJerifcljen .\1'itel}e je~t aUgemein 10 betf±anbcn,2) bJ it b f i el} be r 
neue SHtel}cnfiitpet auel} fonfeqltcnicttDeile abfon~ 

bern bon nrlcn folel}en, bie nic~t nUf bcm ~oben 
b i c 1 c s f3 den n ± n i f1 e i3 ft e ~ en? 

~l± cs nUcn (llIiebern bei3 sri.itpets bJirHid) ein rcd)tet (Ernft, unb 
forI bie Q5eteinigung bJidHel} auf 0>runb einet bJa~ren (Einigfcit im 0>eif± 
Defte~en, bann mut man liclj ftil~er obct fpiitct mit biefcn ~ragen aus~ 
einanbetfe~cn. ~. (E. sr r e ~ man n. 

1) ~ n mer fun g. ;;Sit bet Sl'oltfHtut1on feHift lautet bet lj:\atagtav~, bet 
fid) aUf Die @3teUung 3ur &)eiltgen 6cl)tift fle3ie~t (Sec. 1, Art. 2): "The Synod 
accepts the canonical books of the Old and the New Testament as the in­
spired Word of God and the only infallible authority in all matters of faith 
and life." ~m ~v.penbi[ 3ut SConfthution roirb nann gefagt, bab hie folgeltDen 
mloric Qlt3uiel)Clt jiltD af§ "designed as the Synod's official interpretation of 
Sec. 1, iu-t. 2" : "The Synod believes that the canonical books of the Old 
and the New Testament in their original texts are, as a whole and in all 
their parts, the inspired and inerrant Word of God and accepts these books 
ill the now generally recognized texts as substantially identical with the 
original texts and as the only inspired and inerrant authority, source, guide, 
and norm in all matters of faith and life." 

2) il1ier Die Stellung bes "Sl'ircf;enlilaWl" unb bes Pastor's Monthly tann 
tein3\ocifel flefte~en. ~n bieien ,sdtfcf;tiften iinD in allerfetter ,seit ~rtUer et~ 
fcf)ienen, Me Me metbalinfvitat10n unb bie abfolute ~tttumsrof1\Jteit mit aUe! 
'~ntfd)ieben~eit bat!egen, unb 3roat als ~e~re bet 6d)tift. 


