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Preface

The interview with Douglas Allan Rosenvinge is an attempt
to see how the closing of Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne,
Indiana has affected one student in his preparation for the min-
istry. The interview is informal and yet seeks to be objective
in getting at some of the basic issues surrounding the closing
of the Senior College, The interview also attempts to explore
some of the basic differences between the Senior College and
Concordia Theological Seminary which now occupies the formers
campus, All this through the eyes of a student who has attended

both institutions,
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I, Background

Basic Biographical Material

This is Clark Davis and I am speaking with Doug Rosenvinge at
his residence, 3670 N, Wells, The date is October 11, 1980,
and the time is 1:07 p.m., Doug, would you state your full name

My full name is Douglas Allan Rosenvinge,

Would you spell your last name, Doug?

3672 N, Wells, And what's your home town or where did you spend
North Massapequa, Long Island, New York.

Would you spell that for me please - Massapequa

What about your education, did you attend a Lutheran elementary
I attended Trinity Evangelical Lutheran School in Long Island,

What about a Lutheran high school?

I attended Long Island Lutheran High School up to 1972 when I

Concordia College, Bronxville, E\Iew YOFE for two years and then
Concordia Senior College, E?‘te Wayne, In‘dianaﬂ for the next two

Ds
for me please,
R:
Dt
R¢ Rosenvinge,
Dt okay and your age?
R: Twenty six
D: What is your address, Doug?
R: 3672 N, Wells Street,
De
most of your 1life?
Re
R: Massapequa,
De
school?
R
New York, to the eighth grade,
Ds
Rs
graduated,
¢ What colleges did you attend?
Re
years,
The Junior Collegewggars
D:

Doug, the nature of this project is to get your reactions to
those Senior College years, but in order to do that we'®d like
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to talk a little bit about your Junior College years, How do
you feel about that experience at Bronxville?

Well, I feel verv good about that experience at Bronxville,
For me it wasn't much of a trarsition from high school because
about a third of my graduating,high school class also went to
Bronxville, So in a way it was slightly advanced high school,
at least for the first year,

Why did you happen to attend Bronxville?

It was close and its cost was lower than the other schools that
I had applied to,

What other colleges did you apply to?

I applied to Gordon College in Wenham, Massachusetts and the
Kings College in Briarcliff Manor, New York,

Were those religiously related schools?
Yes, both of the others were independent Christian colleges,

Doug, can you describe the nature of the curriculum of the classes
at Bronxville for me?

Generally, Bronxville was a liberal arts institution and the
classes that it offered everyone, at least in the first two years,
were not too differentiated at that point. It was generally
liberal arts @i‘th_ the standard ]:courses like English and science,
They had some very good science courses which was my interest at
the time and a very good arts program both in music and in other
forms of arts, including photography,

Were there any specialized courses at Bronxville that you could
remember?

The only specialized course, at least for the_pre-theology pro-
gram that I was in, was Greek, ‘fhrase omitteéf

Do you think that this Junior College program adequately prepared
you for the Senior College?

Yes, It did in some ways, and no, in others, I had along with

a number of other students problems learning Greek and the other
languages in Bronxville, During my time, that seemed to have been
a problem among a number of the students, There were a couple of
noteable exceptions, But it seems that most of us did have prob-
lems with foreign languages, Other than that, our preparation was
sufficient, :

You mentioned that you were in the pre-theclogy program when you
started the Junior College program, Do you remember how many were
in your class?
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Re Well, in the beginning there were quite a few and at the end there
were quite few, (laugh)

D: Maybe we can expand on that in terms of numbers, how man did you
wind up graduating with in the pre-theology class?

Rs I think there were only, and this is only a guess, 2 sectig was
deletei]about twenty-five guys or less graduated, |0f those] there
were maybe twenty that went to the Senior College,

Ds Was Greek the number one obstacle?

R: In my mind Greek was the number one obstacle,

D: What was the social life like at Bronxville?

R: Bronxville had a very active social 1life. There were quite a few
girlg._on the camp wo phrases deleted] and there was a lot going
on, hrase deietga

Dt Maybe we should pin down where Bronxville is, Can you give us an
idea where Bronxville is?

Re It is located roughly twelve miles from the center of Manhattan,
north on Highway 22, otherwise known as White Plains Road, [This
is a] major route coming north,

D¢ So you also had the social life of New York City close at hand.

Re Oh yes, A number of us made numerous trips, especially in our
second year, once we had gotten accustomed to the area and learned
a little about the trains and so forth, We went down to New York
quite a bit,

The Senior College Years

First Reactions

Dt |lour years at Broﬁxvillg]served then as the background for your
Senior _College years, Let's talk about those Senior College years,
Let's [Start with] your first reaction to Fort Wayne and Indiana
after coming from Bronxville,

Rs Well, my Tirst reaection was kind of negative, My family had moved
to Florida from New York before I went to the Senior College,
Before going to Fort Wayne, I took a train up to New York City to
visit some friends and drove out from New York City with one friend,
Ted Rellstab, We were driving out and came to diana, It w 8
Sunday and there was hardly anyone on the road.|phrase deletqgf
When we approached Fort Wayne we saw a sign that said, "Fort Wayne
the next five exits.," For as far as the eye could see [there weré]
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farms and that was it, No other cars, no other people, just farms,
Ted turned to me and said, "I came to Fort Wayne and it was closed,
let’s go home." (laugh) That was our first reaction, We went on
Just to see what the campus was like,

What year was this that you came to Fort Wayne?
Oh that would be, let's see, I guess that would be the Fall of 1974,

50 you came on to see what the campus was like, What was your
first impression of the campus?

The campus itself is quite a bit different from the impression

that Fort Wayne gives, When you come across Fort Wayne, it's very
commercialized and just basically looks like nothing. phrase dele-
ted El’eﬂ when you come up to our campus, you're struck first by

the woods that surround it, It seems to be isolated by the woods
from Fort Wayne, It°s like an island, As you drive into the cam~
pus, the well-treed road on the way in, the main entrance, and the
large lawns give a very peaceful look, The way the buildings rise
out of the ground gives a very peaceful setting to the whole campus,
It makes one feel at home,

What about a first reaction to the courses that you were taking?
E?O you have any recollections of the courses that you took or your
irst reaction to them?

Well, my first reaction was the amount of work that was required
from us. It was more than Bronxville, At Bronxville there was a
lot of time to fool around and have a good time, but at the Senior
College you got the impression right away that they were serious
about what you were doing,

What about a first reaction concerning the other students or
tudent life?_ Obviously, there was a big change over Bronxville,
hrase deleted

Well, I think part of the stude life was dependent on one fact,
We all felt we were misplaced, |phrase deletéﬁ] (laugh) I mean
why go to Fort Wayne? That was the big *why are we here® and T
think that was one bond that brought most of us together., Most
of usﬁbh came to Fort Wayne,EﬁeVer had any intention of going
to Fort Wayne, but there was Jjust no way to get around it., So
that's why we were there, And second, were were there for the
same reason, to study to become ministers, We were about the
same age., Since we were all in the same boat and had similar
interests, it was one great communal family, A lot of fun and
a lot of friends,

We're going to want to explore that a little bit later. What
about your first reaction to the faculty? How did you perceive
them?
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My first reaction to the faculty was that they were very know-
ledgeable or competent men, I had little question about the men
that I came across and their abilities,

Reflective Reactions—Couréés

D

R

Ds
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We're going to want to explore that question, too. Let's take

a look back at some of these things based upon your reflections
on the institution now that you have been out of it for awhile,
and the institution has been closed for a while, In relationship
to the courses, Doug, can you describe what you perceive the
educational philosophy of the Senior College to be?

Well, as I said before, when_you Eirst got to thé]Senior College
you attended some classes [andf got the idea that tThey meant busi-
ness, They were serious about what they were doing. I think the
first thing that they attempted to do was to strip away from an
individual any unfounded or Sunday School type of faith, With
the idea being not just to leave the person naked without a faith,
but now to enable him, with proper tools, to rebuild the Biblical
faith and to build a strong faith that was capable of weathering
the modern world and the modern challenges that people would re-
ceive, One must remember that a number of students came from the
Midwest, or from other areas where perhaps they would not be con-
fronted with e modern pr ems that one would face say humgnism,
rationalism, hrase deletggf or just the plain secularism |phrase
deleted] in the larger cities,

So there was a big cross culture type of thing really going on

within t me context of your culture, Did this cause some

problems?gor some of the guys from the Midwest[@hﬁldidn't quite
nderstand why this educational philosophy was being undertaken?
hrase deletéél

Well, I know a couple of students, and I would say just a couple,

hrase deletéﬂ who eventually dropped out of the program because
they were unable to deal intellectually with what the professors
were saying, LThei]were unable to either formulate counter argu-
ments in their own mind, or unable to understand what the guy was
driving at. In essence they were unable to really react with
flexibility,

Was this educational philosophy @omething] that was written down,
or were students just subtely made aware of it through their class
experience?

Well, I found part of it written_in Dr.EEscéE]Walle's book under
the objectives of the Seminary 1Eoncordia Theological Seminary,
ort Wayne, Indiang]_ pardon me, I mean of the Senior College,

These objectives wexrel to build a Biblical faith, a strong faith
in the students, Now as far as this particular method or set of
bjectives to_pchieve that end, I wasn't aware of 1t at the time,
hrase deleteéf »
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I came across this at an alumni meeting right before I left,
During my last year they had a joint alumni meeting and it was
something to that affect that I attended, They invited students
to come if they wanted to, I was kind of amazed at the des-
cripti of the educational process and how it worked, [@hrase
deleted] That was exactly what was happening to me in my thought
processes as though I was there,

How did the curriculum of the Senior College differ from that of
Junior College?

Well, it was more specific, @ect‘ion deletecﬂ Now we were starting
to get into the philosophy behind the sciences and the philosophies
[behini]some theologiegs, Now we were going, you might say, into

the abstract world, [phrase deleted)

How did this differ from what you had initially expected?

Well, I didn't come to the Senior College with too many expect-
ations, We heard a lot about it and everybody went there and so
it was Just kind of a, well you know you go through the next
door and you don't really think about what®s going to happen too
much, You Jjust[didn*t) like where it was, (laugh)

So the nagging question of the location (laugh) comes up again,

What were some of the educational standards at the Senior College
over and against the Junior College? What about grading procedures?
For instance, were they tough? Were they lax?

I would say the grading, generally, was tougher, You had to work
for the grades for the most part. Especially in my concentration
which was theology, There just seemed to be nothing you could do
to get a B much less an A, glaugh)

We alluded to it a little bit before, but what about the reading
material that was assigned? The quality and the quanity of reading
material?

Well, the quanity [ané] the quality Eier_e] high.in my particular con-
centration, Rather than reading what somebody else had written
about Bultmann, we had a book that Bultmann wrote to read, Or
any of the others--Barth...

Maybe you could give us an idea of what the average reading
assignment for a week would be in something like that,

Oh, I wish I could, I don't remember any more and accurate fig-
ure, but we would discuss, say in a quarter, there were three
quarters, four theologians, I would say we would have to read one
book by the theologian about every two weeks and then write a
report on it,

So you were actually reading the theologians insteadléf]reading
about the theologians,
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Yes,

Ds [S.entence deletea What about papers and projects, Ejhrase delete_a
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were they frequent?

About every course, to my recollection, had a paper or a project,
Would this be a simple two or three page paper?

No, generally they®'d be about ten to fifeteen pages, or for a
course there might be four or five three-page papers due for the
quarter,

Could you give us an ideg_about your class load. What type of
courses were you taking ?%hrase deleted] during your senior year?
How about languages? Wha%® languages were you studying?

Well, the lapguages that weré]off red at the Senior College when

I was there [were] Greek [and Hebrew| You already were to have [passed
a German proficiency before going to the Senior College, or another
proficiency in another language. You were really suppoged to have
Greek before you got there, but there was more advanceiisﬁudy in
Greek and New Testament studies, Eﬁhrase delete

What asbout scienceg--social sciences?

Yes, sociology and psychology Eﬂerf—g taught at the Senior College.
As far as other sciences, one course which was memorable to me,
was taught byf?rofessoﬁ]@scar Walle which was the Philosophy of
Science or a name similar to that,

What about philosophy per se, were there philosophy courses?

Yes, there were philosophy courseg, I remember a course by
Professor Soovik which dealt wit%fahhh, well we had other names
for the course,

Maybe you would like to share (laugh) E;ome oi:‘] those names with us?

Well, E)hrase deletea one of the early questions _wyas, What is the
esgence of anything? That became (@hrase deleteéi What is the es-
sence of duck?

Yes, I remember quite well that statement, Doug, what kind of a
student were you at the Senior College?

Well, I went up and down a little bit. I guess mainly a high C
gtudent if you want to put me on an academic spectrum I could
have worked harder, I did work hard, uﬁ]l could (have|worked
harder, I worked awful hard in Greek, but I did take some time to
relax,



Reflective Reactions-Student Life

D: Good, that's well needed and fits into the next area wefre going
to talk about: student life, What do you think you gained as a
student by coming to the Senior College?

Re¢ Well, I gained a lot of friends, A lot of friends that T have
maintained, even though we have gone separate ways, 1 gained a
sense of community, I think you were kind of separated before you
came to the Senior College, I think what I gained there was a
feeling of community with the gfher men who were there, with the
other students, [phrase deleted

D¢ Let'’s kind of explore that a 1little bit. I know that was a big
reason for the development of the Senior College., How did you
really perceive the sense of community? {Ed]what ways was it
visible to you?

R: I don®t know if you could call it---well, I guess you could call
E;ﬂ visible, There were certain outgroppings of normal college
spirits, such as senior prank day,lﬁhrase deleted)but these were
taken generally with a smile by the administration, I do remember
cap gun wars between dorms and things like that, with even very
technically evolved rules to how long one was actually deag by
what type of shot and things like this, We h "lakings,** All
this was in the spirit of fun, ‘ﬁhrase deleted] There were riv-
alries between the dorms in intermurals and things like that, at

he same time, the sense of community was preserved and maintained,
even) extended with our joint dorm devotions, We would invite other
dorms over to join with us in devotions, invite a professor, and

it was really a community,

D:  What about group alliances or factions---were these things a
- problem?

Rt Oh, on occasion it was, these things popped up Eﬁuﬂl don’t think
they were very serious for the most part,

Ds Dr, Walle mentioned in his book that, for instance, fellows from
Bronxville thought that every ing west of the Hudson River wasg
Indian country,. @hrase deleted] Did you find fajclose knitness
between all the Bronxville guys?

R: Yes, E)hrase dele"tecﬂ Bronxville guys E;eemed to stick together a
lot more than other guys for some reason, [You weulé]find Bronx-
ville guys running the snack bar, taking up positions in the
library lér doing mogt of the things in running the student com-
mons, (%hrase deletedf For some reason, I guess they took posi-

tions ol power, [phrase deleted) We all---I had this feeling too,

had trouble when We] first got to Fort Wayne in dealing with the

*Lakingsm The physical act of throwing someone in the lake, generally
the dorm proctor,
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Midwestern people, It just seemed odd, sitting in a place talking
to a person who had no conception of what an ocean looked like,

Of course, growing up on Long Island, who doesn't know what an
ocean looks like!

What about the other schools? Did the other scheols have their
own little facticns or groups too?

I wouldn't go so far as to call them factions because there was s
great deal of friendship between all of these groups. ]Yet] each
of the schools primarily had their own clusters, [Those]generally
didn*t hold up, say if you came to the cafeteria for lunch,
Generally the way things broke up were by the dorms guys were in,
Dorme only held about twenty-six guys., These twenty-six guys
would then eat together, During my stay there, it was very pop-
ular to buy dorm shirts that would then identify you as a member
of your dorm., So while there was cohesiveness between the indiv-
idual gchools where the guys came from before, there was ﬁ§hrase
deleteéﬂeven more of a cohesiveness by the second year between
the dorm you lived in,

You mentioned dorm devotions as being one part of the sense of
community. What about the rest of the worship life at the Senior
College? Did that add anything at all?

Well, the worship life did add a lot to the community., For the
most part, I think that the chapel services were well attended,

By well attended, I would say perhaps a half to two-thirds of the
students at a given time during regular services would be there,
1mos everybody[éttended when)special things were going on,
Chape%]gave us different experiences in worship that many of us
hadn®t had before, coming from our own individual churches where
they had their own customs, then meeting all together in one place
where other c%ftoms might be tried out and experimented with,

Ehrase deleted

What about the celebration of the Sacrament? Was it on a regular
basig?

If I remember correctly, it was every Wednesday, every Wednesday
morning we®d have the Lord's Supper, [As]a matter of fact, when

the Seminary arrived, it was kind of a sparking between the two

groups because they the Seminary did not want it as regularly

as we did,

hrase deleteé} I think we pretty well covered this idea of the
sense of community, How did the professors fit into this whole
sense of community? Did they encourage it?

I think the professors encouraged it, The professors would take
a very active interest in each of the students that they came
across? I've been invited over to professors houses a couple of
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times along with many other students, [phrase deleteé) Our resi-
dence counselors were faculty members whHo lived in houses adjacent
to our dorms. There would be one counselor and his family living
in a house that was set offfrom about four dorms, Encﬂ he @oul(ﬂ be
the counselor for that village, You'd see him coming through the
dorm every once in a while, not so much to check up on everybody,
but to say hi and to find out what was going on., So you felt that
they were all part of the community,

Did you ever think that you missed anything by coming to the
Senior College?

Ahh, well, New York, (laugh)
I guess that’s an obvious,

Generally no, As far as the academics or>Eﬁé]persenal growth,

no. The Senior College, I think, was an experience that I wouldn't
trade, hrase deleteé] When I was there, at times I would have
traded it rather easily for something else, but now as T look back
I wouldn®t trade it.

What was the social life like at the Senior College? Can you
describe that?

Well, there were dances, I am assuming that's what you are
referring to at this point. If you mean social contacts outside
of the Senior College that students had, there were generally
several groups like Parkview School of Nursing, did I say Park-
view? ILutheran School of Nursing, and a couple of other groups
which would invite [gug) guys out. [§e]would invite them on to the
campus for square dances, picnics, festivals, gatherings, _get-to-
gethers, all sorts of things that would go on. |These were|plan-
ned by a very sctive social committee,

What about female students? Did you have female students when you
were there?

When I was there we had about forty female students, somewhere
between twenty and forty.

What kind of contribution did they make to the social life of the
campus?

Well, they made a very good contribution as they provided a 1little
change of scenery on the campus., (laugh) They were very friendly
and a couple of them I count as friends even today@[ﬁhrase deleted

What kind of contributions did they make outside of social 1life?
What about classroom activity and things like that?

As far as classroom activity, I would say that some of them were
smarter than most of our guys, (laugh)
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Did that create any real problems in the classroom?

@hﬁa@se deleteg I didn®t notice any real problem between the
girls and any of the professors or other students, There may
have been, but again from my limited perspective on that, not
that I noticed,

Can you give me an average age of the students at the Senior
College when you were there?

I guess that would be around twenty, twenty-three, or something
like that,

What about any older [ﬁhrase,dele%@é] or married students on
campus?

Oh, we had married students., A few lived on campus in some of

the campus housing, but not in the dorms., There were a couple of
apartments available that couples lived in, Eéhrase deleted] The
married students, to some extent, formed almosSt their own grouping
within our campus, When most of us would be going to coffee breaks,
they®d be having married student®s meeting down in the bottom of
the student commons where most of them would get together, I can
understand that because being that young and being just married
and then being in the Senior College situation in the midst of the
academics, there wag probably a lot of things they needed that
cohesiveness for, E)hrase delete@

ﬁﬁii}they separate themselves from the rest of the community then,
or did they try to interact with the community?

They interacted with the community, I'm just gaying why two sets
of individuals that come together overlap and orﬁﬂa joint com-
munity. The gingle guys also didn't go to some of their things,
hrase delete@] because after all we were single, I don't mean
o say that Ehere weré}two separate communities, There were two
identifiable communities that mingled and worked together,

Taliking about community, what type of social contacts did you
have with the city of Fort Wayne itself?

Good ones, I found it very easy to get a job, The Senior Col-
lege had a very high name and position among the people here, That
was always expressed to us by the administration of the Senior
College. I think there was an effort maintained by those of us

who sought work outside to give a good image to the Senior College
and that in turn helped others, It was kind of a joint thing,

Where did you work when you were at the Senior College?

When I was at the Senior College I worked for a short time at
King's, a department storet@ear the college I worked ag a
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stockboy and then afterwards I got a job at a machine shop, partly
because I had the good reference of being at the Senior College,
Most of the time, however, because I didn®t have a car hrase
deletegﬂ I worked for the college in the library,

What other types of contacts did you have with Fort Wayne? Did
you attend any public functions or church in town?

Well, I attended a number of different churches, Ahh, some were
in town, some were out of town, most of the time I attended a
church in New Haven, Connecticut, I'm sorry, New Haven, Indiana,

Then you feel that the Senior College was very well respected in
the community of Fort Wayne,

Right, I think it was, I find an interesting thing is that if you
still logk at the city maps even though they've changed the othe
roads, \_Ehrase deleted] I don't know whether it'g an oversight, éuﬂ
the name of the campus, wWhere the Seminary now, ésﬂ still Concordia
Senior College on all Ehe] new maps., (laugh) phrase deleted

Somebody must like us, (laugh)

hrase deleteé’ Well, what then could you give as an overall pic-
ure of the student 1life at the Senior College? If you were to
sum it up in a capsule statement, what would you say?

A living, breathing community of Christian men and women who loved
each other, would grow from their contacts with each other and
their professors.,

Reflective Reactionstacult§7§%ﬁdent Relations
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What about faculty-student relations? [ﬁhrase deleteél How close
were you to your professors?

For the most part, I was not all that close to many professors,
Now I remember tlaking with Professor Essig and a couple of other
professors about personal situations,

of side oné]

This is Clark Davis and we are now taping the second side of our
interview with Doug Rosenvinge at his residence, 3672 N, Wells,
The date is October 11, 1980, And the time is now 1¢42 p.m,

Doug, when we turned the tape over, we were talking about faculty-
student relationship. You had mentioned that you weren®t that
close to your professors, but how close did the professors

attempt to get to the students at the Senior College?

Well, I think that the professors for the most part, I mean there
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is of course variation with every faculty, but I thiék that for
the most part professors did try to get in contact with the students.
Now I don®t think that many of them came to the ccffeg hours, but
orn the other hand, as I said before, I do rememb@r_g01ng over and
eating at a professor's house on a couplewof occasions, I do
remember that they were always available if you needed to talk
with one about zlmost anything, a theological problem, a personal
problem, or any problem, I can remember that they were willing
and ready at any time to be there,

What type of in classroom relationships went on between faculty
and student?

Well, classroom was more of a separation between professor and the
student, You knew that the professor was a professor and that you
were the student, Now I don't mean to indicate that professors
habitually squelched student's ideas, complaints, whatever, but
They had a short period of time to cover a lot of material and
thus off they went, Nor do I mean that things were straight
lecture, or that they were force eding material or anything

like [ghat] There was, ﬁ would saﬁ a clear distinction between
the student and the professor,

What about out of class? How did the faculty interact with the
students?

Out of class then the interaction was more Eperg than in class,
What about intramurals? Did any of the[@rofeSSO?é]play intramurals?

That I can't recall, _ I think a couple may have been involved with
them, @hrase dele‘tecﬂ My particular dorm was known for apathy as
far as intramurals [Werg] concerned, I think my first year there

we never fielded a team for any of the intramurals, {(laugh) It
was only our last year, when we heard that the Senior College was
going to be closed, that our dorm decid to for once"d)to the
field, We had a history [phrase deleted) of not fielding any

real teams,

I know that from my past experience, one of the highlights of the
year was the Faculty Follies, Could you maybe enlighten us on this
particular area of interaction between faculty and student?

Well, I have to admit that I wasn't present for the Faculty Fol-
lies when they were on, so I can't comment on that other than that
the students that I did talk to who went were impressed by the
humorous stage show that wag put on by fac ty people, Our last
one was a little pointed, [ggction deleted] As I remember, it

had something to do with the coming to a close of the Senior
College,

An interesting thing, I remember was that often Professor Spomer



R

Ds

Rs

2
H

R

The

14

would come into the cafeteria, which was alsg our general gather-
ing place throut the day, and go to the[ﬁiané]and just start play-
ing some rather interesting and jazz-like compositions. (laugh)

What about fagulty and student get-togethers like various banquets?
hrase deleted] Can you describe some of those asctivities for us?

The only banguet that is fixed in my mind is once we had a Seder
meal on the campus which was stage primarily by the Hebrew people,

hrase delete@] We held the traditional Seder with a Christian
ommunion reference at the end in the dining hall., The faculty
was present, They were not sitting at tables by themselves, per
se, but we had a faculty member at our table who Jjust happened to
stop [and sit dowd) [phrase dgleted] It was free and open where
everyone sat, [phraseé deleted]

Can you evaluate these kinds of experiences that you had with the
faculty? Were they of wvalue to [,'youzﬂ relationship with the faculty
members?

Well, I think the one thing that comes across when you @ea@ with
the faculty members on this level is that you get to know_them as
people You get a better model then to go by later on. [ﬁhrase
deleteﬁ) The_type of persoy you might be if you were in a similar
situation, ]éeetion deleteg] You had role models which were being
displayed in front of you of how these guys dealt with their
everyday life, You dealt with just regular people not just with
the image of the professor in the classroon,

So there was a pastoral model there?

Very much so, very much so,

What year did you graduate from the Senior College?

I graduated from the Senior College in 1976,
The Seminary Years

Preparation

Da

What year did you enter the Seminary?

I believe I entered the Seminary in 1978, I say I believe{&eeausé}
I am not quite sure of when, I had left the program for about a
year and a half, and just precisely how that falls, I'm not too
sure at this point. Also I was, for a short time, not a special
student, but something akin to that before I went right back into
the program,
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How do you think,i@ouéﬂ the Senior College prepared you for your
Seminary years?

Well, I think_it prepared us well by giving us_a heavy course. load,

E)hrase deletecﬂ We were trained with the idea 'Eéection deleted] that

certain things had to be done, Jsuch aé]a large amount of reading,
How to cope with your own personal life versus what you were
required to do to make the grade, How to juggle these valueg when
you could either go one way and throw it all to the wind or [in]
your personal life go the other way and throw all your academics
to the wind and just go after what you wanted personally., You
learned to balance and juggle the two, As far as the academic
preparation I think it was superb,

Do you feel that you weré better prepared than other students who
came to the Seminary?

I think that compared to some of the students who are coming to
the Seminary now, I was better prepared,

In what areas do you think that you were better prepared for the
Seminary?

I think my Eoncen‘tratiorﬂ in theology @ave meja broad background in

he varioygs modern day as well as ancient and medieval _theologians,
It gave meJa reference, a frame-work with which IE:'oulcQ approach
the theology that we're studying now, When a reference is made to
Thomas Aquinas IEéE)leasﬁ have an idea who Thomas Aquinas was
without having to get a one-minute capsule summarization of who
Thomas Aquinag was,

Eihen it ié]primarily in the areas of vocabulary and background

material that you feel that you®re better prepared,
Yes,

Are there any areas that you think that you weren't better pre-
pared in? [gentence deleted

Well, not for what the Senior College was designed %o do, I
can't fault it for any deficiencies that I have, I don't think,
You finally get to a point that an institution can only do so
much and I think that for what the Senior College set out to do,
it more than accomplished its objectives,

We outlined Ehé] educational philosophy in the Senior College,
Maybe we should ask the same thing of the Seminary, What do you
think that the educational objective or philosoptiy of the Seminary
is?

Well, the [éection d@leteéj Seminary is in a different situation
due to the change in the higher educational structure of the Synod,
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They no longer have a Iarge number of guys who previcusly[ﬁavé]
the background in theology that they had before., You have a lot
more people coming in from the outside, I am not commenting on
whatever new program was started with River Forest Ei believe he
meant to say Ann Arboy) turning to a four year school, because
most of the people that I know of have not been products of the
four-year program, phrase deleted I don't mean to make my
comments refer to those people, those in a four-year synodical
program but say compared to the average student coming in from
another background, I would say that I was better prepared, On
the other hand, there are those who are coming in from some of
the other backgrounds which more than make up for their deficien-
cies by even going further and excelling, They\geem té]work
harder than some of us, Some of them are very good students,

What do you think the Seminary is trying to do with its educat-
ional philosophy?

The Seminary's educational philosophy, I think, is really trying
to in four years take a man and mold him along a Lutheran theo-
logical line, which of course is their responsibility, If a guy
isn®t a Lutheran when he comes in, to try to at least make sure

he is a Lutheran when he leaves, So most of their education secems
to be centered around giving information and patterning some of
the central though used to give you ways to make you think like

a Lutheran would in certain situations,

Actual Experience

Ds
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Doug, why did you choose to come to Fort Wayne?

Primarily my reason for coming to this Seminary was location, I
was already here in Fort Wayne and so when they moved the Seminary
here, it was financially better for me simply to stay here, Also
at the time, I don't know whether this is still true or not, but
the per quarter hour course fee was far less here in Fort Wayne
than [in) St, Louis, T already was set up in this town, [ had
lived here for three or four years already, it didn't seem to

make sense to move to St. Louis for two years, [By this he means
for the two years prior to vicarage

It was rather a pragmatic decision based on personal belief then,

Right, Synod had just gone through the splitting process in St.
Louis, and I wasn't really sure that they would have put together
a faculty that was really functioning together as unitpﬁégjlﬁgad
experienced at the Senior College, [%hrase deleted

Doug,[éection deleteé]can ou reflect on the courses at the Sem-
inary over and againstﬁ&hat you had at the Senior College?
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Well, as far as difficulty, _I would say, at least at the time, it
appears to me Ehrase deleted] that some of the Senior College courses
were tougher than our Seminary courses,

Could you be a little bit more specific? [s'ection deleteé’{_j

Iéection deleteé} I think that the amount of material that we

covered in our nine week courses, taking four major philosophers
and going through their thought, was a little rougher than some of
the theology courses where we are going through one of the doctrines,

[Euch ag]soteriology. Of course, that could simply be because the

theology we're studying now is familar, It's the type of theology
that T was brought up with rather than Plato's theory of the soul,

[§ection deleted] That may explain part of it, As far as the

work required for certain courses, I think some of them are about
equal, I think th tEEhrases delete&]the Senior College did require
more writing than lthe Seminary] [section deleted]

Eould ymﬂ compare perhaps courses in your theology concentration

at the Senior College with one of _your dogmatics cougrses? How
would they [compare with each othezj?{ [sentence delete@

Well, Efeiﬁ)aims were different, _The Senior College gourses_were
primarily a survey Jphrase delete@]of different theologians, [for
instance] Luther, the Senior College we studieé]Luther's basic
ideas of thought for a couple of weeks, How man was saved, What
the nature of God was, or something to that effect, While here in
our dogmatic courses at the Seminary, we spend more time analyzing
the particular doctrine and trying to discover its Bibliecal roots
or how it fits together with other doctrines., So there[@aé]a
difference of emphasis, [phrase deleted]

How would you compare for instance your reading maﬁerial[ih youi]
theology courses with what you're [getting]in your dogmatics courses?

I would say that for the most part the reading of the theology
courses was more difficult at the Senior College than our readings
in the dogmatics courses,

What do you see as_ an improvement for our dogmatics courses here
at the Seminary? i—section deleted]

I think reading more first hand theological work would beigf]value,
but then you also run into the question of time, We've got only

hrase deletedjwith the hope that will continue to study, I
elieve that is the idea with which we are trained now, If we can
at least get the ideas, the core ideas, down this isg of course the
responsibility of the Seminary, To make sure the person stands
in thé]Lutheran Confessions, teaches what they teach and what the
Scriptures teach, rather “thanj_a] survey Eﬁj the different theologians.

hose four short years to try to are a guy for the ministry,
, i) el

[section deleted]



Rs

Ds

R

Ds

18

What about the overall curriculum? How would you judge our overall
curriculum over and against the Senior College?

Well, would say that Jphrase dele‘eecﬂ or m€g the curpjculum |[gection
deleted] is based on the Senior College Jphrase deleted]and the Senior
College made a good lead into it. The Senior College gave you the
tools with which to think, [%hz‘ase delete@ It prepared you for the
narrowing down fof ideag]in the Seminary, [section deleted] The
Senior College wasn't the Seminary in that it prepared you to be

a minister, What it did was prepare you to prepare to be a min-
ister, I think that is a crucial difference,

Do you find a great deal of differences in the background of
students lat the Seminary)

Yes,lﬁhrase deletei]some of the background that we received in

the Senior College saves a 1ot of lecture time because a lot of
thingsi@an“t necessarily have to be explained, [%any thingé]appear
crystal clear to a lot of us from the Senior College, [§éction
deleted] Yet newcomers or some of the students who camé out of other
backgrounds haven®'t developed the ability |perhaps becausé]they

on’t have the philosophical training or the background in theology,
Thei)get stuck on some of the very minor points and things which

to us would just be minor considerations which don't really affect
the main point. [éection delete@] Sometimes, the discussions get
really wrapped up is some of these minor things,

Do you think that we should have perhaps two different or three
different tracks for students[with different backgrounds]

I think that if a person is coming in from the outside, I mean out-
side of the synodical program, and hasn't had_good basic[ﬁﬁfase
deleted) philosophy courses or survey courses lin]theology, lgsection
deleted] then there ought to be a division or jas] you say, another
track to give this to the individual,

20 you see perhaps an introductory philosophy or survey of theology

Eécurse of value to the Seminar

It would definitely be most useful., [Section deleﬁeé] One of the
benefits of the Senior Collegeﬁéaéjthat we had gourses on %
philosophy of secience, or regular philosophy, hrase deleted] We
had the regular courses which dealt with the thought of_Luther,
Calving Augustine and others; [Like] Barth and Bultman, [section
deleted We weren®t told what these men thought, but we were
first To try and write our papers [and] figure out what they thought,
Then we would discuss it in class, rather than writing the paper
after the class discussion, [gection deleted] That alters how you
perceive the world or how you perceive thought, and stretches
perhaps the categories of your mind to be able to deal with these
different people better,
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I think you‘ve pretty well outline for us Ehé] courses, In
relationship to student 1ife, how do you see the change between
the Seminary and the Senior College?

E@ction deleted]

There is a big difference between when I was at the Senior Col-
lege and[noy] that I am at the Seminary. [phrase deleted] Number
one, at the Senicr College I lived on campus, I was always a
part of the dorm activities, [When}I was done at the Senior Col-'
lege I took an apartment here in Fort Wayne, Ehrase del@tecﬂ
S0 when I came back to the Seminary and started to attend classes
I was gomewhat isoclated from the seminarians generally. hrase
eleted] I think I°*ve noticed a fragmentation, There is not the
(gamé]community, You have a much higher percentage of married
people, It's t reverse of the Senior College, At the Senior
College, we may lhave) had thirty percent married or somethinglzike
that]at a given time toward the end, fﬁhrage deleted] Well, here
it seems at the Seminary mayber thirty percent ofﬁ: e studen‘t@_ are
single, if that high, So you get_a reverse pattern E)hra,se deleﬁe@
which is much more fragmentary, Ekntence deleﬁeé]

You alluded to the sense of community. Can you describe---is
there a sense of community at the Seminary?

There is a sense of community at the Seminary, I don®t think it
is as intense as it was at the Senior College, I mean there is a
sense of community. The other night when we went to the October-
fest, there were a number of us who gathered around on a cold,
rainy, drizzly day to drink beer and listen to some German songs
being played bi]the band, There is a community and it shows up
in the chapel services, There's a lot of people attending chapel,
A lot of people doing things together but it still is more frag-
mented along family lines., I would say it®s more like a place
that you work at,

So it's.more like a job going to the Seminary that it was actuzlly
living [here when you were at the Senior Collegef

Yes, I look at my watch and say, "Now I have to leave to go_to
the Seminary.® It's _just like when I worked in a factory. [phrase
deléte(ﬂ |2 don't meanjthat the Seminary is as uppleasant as a
factory, but I'@ljust saying that Eﬁrase deleted] it seems to be
more of a job,

What's student life really like at the Seminary? Can you comment
on that?

What is student life really like? I°'m kind of lost at what you're,..
[section deleteé} How does the student life on a day-to-day basis

ath the Seminary really differ from what you experienced at the
Senior College?
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E;ection deletea I see Ehej big difference Lé@a lack of cohesion
among the guys., Most of us have one or two close friends or a
loose group of pgople _that we talk to., You see more people sit-
ting apart from [gtherg)in the cafeteria_or with a couple of their
family members who come in, It's nice Jphrase deleted|that a
number of professors let wives come with their husbands to classes
if they want. Particularly right now when we have such a low
employement rate in this city, if’s rather nice to be able to

take your wife. |gection deleted]

I think we pretty well covered that area, What about the faculty--
student relationships at the Seminary? Can you compare them over
and against what you had at the Senior College?

ell, I think at my relationships with the faculty here @eré}
gection deletedf up to my vicarage more Open,Ebction deleted| than
hey were at the Senior College,

Why do you think that is? Do you think that maybe age E}lays] into
that?

I think that part of it is age, [phrase deleteaAt the Senior
College Ecu werej 8till []college kid with another four years to
go. You weren't even half way up the ladder yet as far ag getting
out and being a minister, E¥¥ﬁse deleted| Now all of a sudden
you're over half way and maybe just a rung from the top or for
gome students_it's a matter of two weeks from the top. (laugh)
phrase delete@] I think that has something to do with it, hrase

eletedl I thipk that you tend to be looked upon as almost a
colleague but E@‘E‘; quite

What about the openness of our faculty at the Seminary? Do you
consider them to really be open to dialog or is there a sense of
closeness or stand-offishnesg by them?

No, I think that many of the faculty are open Ecﬂ dialog. I®ve sat
down and talked to a few about different things that I wanted to
talkﬂébouﬁl I enjoy sitting down sometines at lunch and just
plain talking with a group, of Stud@n%s[éﬁ]withla]faeul%y person
about anything. [It may be] theological, world procblems, social
things, or anything,

The Past, Present, and Future

[sentence deleted] We've talked, Doug, about the past and the his-
tory of the Senior College and the present and what's going on with
our Seminary,., Now, perhaps, Jjust a couple concluding gquestions
about the future. I'm going to put you on the spot, Doug. Why

do you think that the Senior College was closed?

I've had various thoughts Eas "tfo]why it was ﬁimsec_gv When I was
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there the thing that was most common in_my mind |phrase deleteé}was
hrase_deleted] that we definitely were [going to)be closed, How
could [they)kill it or why were they doing this? You know,, the
incomprehension of why, The first thing[that came to mind]was
ecause]of the ties between our campus Jphrase deleted]snd Seminex,
hrase deletedl, The first thing that came to mind is.that there
were some people arcund here who lean toward Ehej liberal side,
that®s why we were crushed, But after belng ocutside for awhlle,
I think that there was a shift going on in synod that was going
to end up changing the educational program anyway. Things that,
at that time, didn®t connect such as the number of synodical
schoo being allowed to go to four-year programs, Well, obviously
if I Would have hadfthe option of going four years at Bronxville
or going to Indiana, I would have chosen Bronxville at the time,
@ecti@n dele%ecﬂ What about the guys in Oregon? [Would thezﬂwanﬁ
to come all the way out to Fort Wayne, which is 2,000 miles?
No, they [wouldn®t]want to do that. Even]wg) from New York didn't
want to come the 700_or 780 miles out here, There would be a
tendency to_shay hcmé]and then finally go into the Seminary, I
think %ha%[ﬁad a lot to do with it, The try to save the regional
colleges by letting them go to four-year programs went a long way
toward eventually cutting off the supply of the guys to the Senior
College, I think even if they didn't close it, they would have
probably had to face the sane problem a couple of years further
down the road,

So you really perceive it not so much as a theological struggle,
but rather almost an economic, an economics of time and man power,

it was right or wrong hrase delete I have no way to pass
judgment, [Section deleted but whe y stapfed to do that, then
it was at that palnt |Ehrase délete chat thelstudent supply ldried
uﬁ} Once they made that change in the system, they eitherjhad]to
réverse it or find another way to get a hold of third and fourth
year students who would be willing to come to Indiana,

I would say that's how I would see i%Lnow [@hrase dele%eé} Whether
d

Ekcﬁimn deleteé] How do you think, Doug, that the closing of the
Senior College will affect the ministry in the future in the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod?

Well, I think that in the immediate future you®ll have a group of
men who will pot have quite the same wide background that we have,
On the Other'égﬂél I think the idea of community that the_ Senior
College fostered among all its graduates [éecﬁlcn deleteé} led %o

a leg senlng of rivalries between the two seminaries, [gection del-
E'te?ﬁ Now ink youre going _to have a more regional type of view
from

the ﬁuy@ who will come ouﬁ]of the region hools and then
go into either one of hérsemlnarles, Therelgllifno longer be the
type of mixing that went on before,

So it will be more centered in the regional area then?

I would say that [will)be one way it [is)affected. [gection deleted]
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