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4	 Speaking Up
By Peter J. Scaer
Now, more than ever, we must speak. As responsible 
citizens, we must defend our fellow Christians who want 
only to live according to God’s will. True love means that 
we stand with those who suffer for Christ’s sake. Jesus 
said to His disciples, “You will be hated by all for my 
name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved” (Matt. 10:22). 

7	 Things That Matter to You
By James A. Baneck
Whether you’re a delegate at the convention or not; 
whether you have a leadership role at the convention or 
are working behind the scenes; whether you’re laity or 
clergy, watching the convention’s live stream or going 
about your daily vocation; whether you’re young or old, 
male or female—if you’re a member of the LCMS, the 
Synod convention does matter to you!

10	Connecting With Your Seminary
By Ronald M. Garwood
The work and mission of this Seminary is of importance 
to every member of the Synod. You are encouraged to 
remember that CTSFW is your seminary and you should 
be familiar with its work and mission. We encourage you 
to pray for the faculty, staff and students of the Seminary 
so that faithful, loving pastors and deaconesses are 
prepared for service to the congregations of the Synod. 
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Why should we speak in the public 
square? Jesus Himself says, “What I tell 
you in the dark, say in the light, and what 
you hear whispered, proclaim on the 
housetops” (Matt. 10:27). 

Why should we speak in the public 
square? Because, for a while, we still 
can, though our window of opportunity 
may be closing. Everywhere we look, 
the First Amendment is under attack. 
Freedom of speech is in jeopardy, 
dissenting opinions are labeled hate 
speech. The free exercise of religion 
is being redefined, pulled out like a 

carpet from under our feet. The forces 
of the secular left are gaining strength 
every day. Perhaps, we see this nowhere 
more clearly than right here in Indiana. 
A couple of years ago, the Republican 
governor signed into law the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). It 
was a simple and fair law that said that 
people should be free to live according 
to the dictates of their conscience. We 
ought to be free to disagree, free to 
operate our businesses and to conduct 
our lives in a way that accords with our 
values. Almost immediately, a firestorm 

came down upon Indiana. The CEO 
of Apple, Inc. threatened the state, as 
did the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) and other major 
businesses. In the end, the governor 
caved, and our RFRA was “fixed.” 
People of faith lost their protections. 
This trend has only accelerated, with 
state after state capitulating to an 
unholy alliance between secularism 
and big business. It has become so bad 
that the governor of Georgia recently 
vetoed a bill that offered the weakest of 
protections for pastors and clergy. The 
free exercise of religion is fast becoming 
a thing of the past, and our very freedom 
to worship is in jeopardy.

What does this all mean? We are 

Speaking

Up
Why should Christians speak in the public square? St. Paul 

says, “For with the heart one believes and is justified, and 
with the mouth one confesses and is saved” (Rom. 10:10). 

Whenever Christians suffer for 
their faith, we must stand with 
them and bear their reproach. We 
must be prepared to be mocked 
and ridiculed for our faith. As 
our Lord also says, “Blessed are 
you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my 
          account” (Matt. 5:11).

By Peter J. Scaer
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foolish to think this is just politics. Our 
Lord Jesus calls us to be the light and 
salt of the world (Matt. 5:13-16). While 
we are called to be subject to governing 
authorities (Rom. 13:1), our ultimate 
allegiance must be to God rather than 
men (Acts 4:19, 5:29). Everywhere we 
look, Christians are suffering for their 
faith. Florists like Baronelle Stutzman, 
cake designers like Melissa Klein and 
photographers like Elaine Hugenin are 
being sued and fined out of business, 
simply for not wishing to use their 
artistic skills to celebrate so-called gay 
marriage. African-American firefighter, 
Kelvin Cochran, lost his job simply 
for writing a book about the biblical 
truth of marriage and the sin that is 

homosexuality. Brendan Eich, the CEO 
of Mozilla Corp., was driven from his 
company when it was learned that he 
had financially supported a California 
amendment in favor of traditional 
marriage. These men and women 
are Christians who wish to testify to 
Christ by the lives that they live. These 
Christians want only to shine the light of 
Christ in their workplace and businesses. 
Sadly, so few have stood in their defense. 
The Church has been far too silent.

The trends are disturbing. As sexual 
orientation and gender identity laws are 
enacted, traditional Christian teaching 
is being labeled as hate speech and 
traditional Christians are called bigots. 
It means Christian adoption agencies are 

endangered, as are our social services. 
Our Christian schools are sure to come 
under fire, voucher programs will be put 
at risk as Christian teaching is treated as 
the modern equivalence to racism. What 
we are witnessing is an age of growing 
intolerance. And, as one author has put 
it, if you don’t already, you will be made 
to care.

What should we do? First, we must 
all rush to the Scriptures to be fed and 
instructed by God’s Word. The world is 
always preaching. As pastors we must 
preach the truth, and as Christians, we 
must go to the churches that remain 
faithful. Together we must hear again the 
story of Creation and what it means to be 
created man and woman in God’s image 

1. Members of CTSFW join with the Fort Wayne community in speaking up for life. 2. Dr. Peter Scaer addresses religious freedom
issues at a rally in downtown Fort Wayne. 3. Students, faculty and staff participate in the annual Fort Wayne March for Life.
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Deaconess students Caitlyn Worden and Diana Yaeger speaking up for religious freedom.

(Genesis 1 and 2). We need to listen as 
our Lord tells us what marriage actually 
is (Matthew 19). We must listen again 
about Paul’s warning against sin and 
the need to make a good confession. We 
need to hear how much Jesus loves us, 
how He came not to endorse our sin but 
to pay for it and forgive it.

Perhaps, more than anything, we need 
to take heart. Throughout the Gospels, 
Jesus tells His disciples to be of good 
courage. He reminds us that God is 
watching over us, and even more, Christ 
promises to be with us always. In the face 
of worldly opposition, we may not always 
know what to say. But remember, Christ 
loves us and His words can be trusted. 
While the world mocks the teachings 
of the Scriptures, we say with St. Paul, 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for 
it is the power of God unto salvation” 
(Rom. 1:16). Like the first disciples, we 
are called to observe all that our Lord has 
commanded (Matt. 28:20).

Remember the 21 Coptic Christians 
who were beheaded on the shores of 
Libya. Think of all those Christians 
in Iraq who have lost their lives and 
livelihoods for bearing the name of the 
Nazarene. They have taken to heart the 
words of our Lord, “For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it” (Mark 8:35).

Now, more than ever, we must speak. 
As responsible citizens, we must defend 
our fellow Christians who want only to 
live according to God’s will. True love 
means that we stand with those who 
suffer for Christ’s sake. Jesus said to 
His disciples, “You will be hated by all 

for my name’s sake. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved” (Matt. 
10:22). There may soon come a time 
when we can no longer speak openly, 
when Christians are driven from the 
public square. So, we must take the 
opportunity our Lord has given us now. 
As Christians, we are called upon to 
defend the unborn, to speak for those 
who cannot speak for themselves. So 
also must we speak for the truth of 
marriage, and we must defend boldly all 
who would live according to it. 

These are not simply social issues. 
When we defend marriage as one man 
and one woman, we are in fact praising 
the God of creation, knowing that 
marriage is no arbitrary law, but that it is 
put in place for the good of men, women, 
and yes, children. When we speak for true 
marriage, we are proclaiming our fidelity 
to Christ who taught marriage and who 
is Himself the Bridegroom who gave His 
life for the Church. Make no mistake, this 
is not simply a political issue but goes 
to our very heart and soul as Christians. 
The world desperately needs to hear 
the truth of God’s love in salvation, to 
hear the truth of His good creation. This 
means kindness and forgiveness, but also 
calling a thing for what it is, knowing that 
repentance and forgiveness go together. 
This means calling ourselves to account 
as well, recognizing in humility the need 
to go back to God’s Word, which must be 
our life’s guide.

Much of the coming persecution 
is the result of the Supreme Court’s 
Obergefell ruling, which redefined 
marriage. As Christians, we must speak 
and live according to what we know 

is true. We must bear in mind that 
marriage, as a creation of God, is a 
natural good. It was designed to nurture 
and protect children, so that every child 
might know the love of a mother and 
protection of a father. 

Whenever Christians suffer for their 
faith, we must stand with them and bear 
their reproach. We must be prepared to 
be mocked and ridiculed for our faith. 
As our Lord also says, “Blessed are you 
when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account” (Matt. 5:11). 
But do not lose heart. Though it seems 
as if we are losing battles, we are in fact 
winning souls through our faithfulness. 
Take heart and never give up. The war 
has been won and the victory is ours in 
Christ Jesus. If you are called to suffer 
ridicule for Christ, smile. As our Lord 
says, “Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before 
you” (Matt. 5:12). 

Things may be changing all around 
us, but the love of Christ remains forever 
the same, and that’s something worth 
talking about. 

The Rev. Dr. Peter J. Scaer  
(Peter.Scaer@ctsfw.edu) serves  
as associate professor of  
Exegetical Theology at  
Concordia Theological  
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  
He is president of Allen County Right to 
Life and a founding member of Shepherds 
United, an ecumenical Christian group 
formed to defend life, natural marriage 
and religious liberty.

As Christians, we are called upon 
to defend the unborn, to speak 
for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. So also must we speak 
for the truth of marriage, and we 
must defend boldly all who would 
live according to it.




