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ples but also to the corpse itself. Of course, here one enters the problem
of whether Jesus actually prophesied His own death or were these state-
ments of faith put back into the mouth of Jesus after the resurrection.

This hesitancy to adopt the ecclesiastical Christology results from
Pannenberg’s avowed intention to look at Jesus historically, as He really
was. On this point this reviewer is in full sympathy with him. The
church worships a Christ who is simply on the basis of the Jesus who was.

Pannenberg has outlined an approach to Christology and to the whole
sphere of dogmatical theology that should become norm for our genera-
tion, that is, if dogmatical theology is to survive as a prominent disei-
pline in our seminaries. In Europe exegetical theology holds the highest
rank and in our country it would probably be either exegetical or prac-
tical. Pannenberg describes his approach to Christ as “from below”
over against the one “from above.” Dogmatical theology falls into dis-
repute especially among students because its results, which are loaded
down with the encrustations of church history, especially of the 16th
and 17th century, seem to be irrelevant in the face of exegetical studies.
Many theologians use the dogma of the church as fort out of which they
go to make sorties in the field of exegesis. This approach is obviously
untenous and if dogmatical theology does survive, it survives as a sub-
discipline under historical theology, becoming really more like a history
of dogma,

In presenting his Christology, which is in reality a dogmatical
treatise, Pannenberg has not taken refuge in the history of the church,
but has seriously discussed those exegetical questions prominent in our
time. Each reader will come to his own conclusions on whether or not
he has succeeded in every point, but he has wrestled with the task and
he is in our generation among the very few who have even near suc-
ceeded.

The approach “from above” is used by Regin Prenter in Creation
and Redemption. While many traditional doctrines are lucidly presented,
e.g. Trinity and baptism, this reviewer was always mystified wondering
how did Prenter come to know all these things. How can one have a
high doctrine of the Trinity and still call the resurrection of Jesus am-
biguous as Prenter does?

Pannenberg has given the church a Christology, whose conclusions
do have moorings in exegetical theology. The serious student of the-
ology will not be able to avoid this book.

David P. Scaer

PROTESTANT CROSSCURRENTS IN MISSION: THE ECUMENICAL-
CONSERVATIVE ENCOUNTER. Norman A. Horner, editor. Abing-
don Press, Nashville and New York, 1968. 224 pages. Cloth. $4.50.

There are generally two sides to every question. The church some-
times fails in trying to pretend that there is really only one. This
volume, as indicated by the title, discusses the two basic approaches to
foreign missionary work. Speaking in a very general way, perhaps too
general, these two approaches may be outlined in this way. The one
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